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its annual Blessing of the Animals out on the church’s new gathering terrace.
About 23 dogs, one cat and two Kittenswer e blessed by the Rev. Denise Esslinger.
Treats were received by all. Pictured are Carol Parda-Metilly and John Ziolko
(who will marry Oct. 24 at the church) with their weimaraner, Liberty, who is
being blessed by Rev. Esslinger.

Hebron Finance
Director Fired

by Sarah McCoy

TheHebron Board of Selectmen (BOS) voted
unanimously last week to fire Director of Fi-
nance Jim Day, who earlier thismonth had been
placed on administrative leave.

The selectmen described Day’s dismissal as
a response to a failure to meet the objectives
set forth by the town’s management team.

While typically personnel discussions are
done in executive session, Day opted to have
the discussion about his time with the town in
open forum, at the Thursday, Oct. 15, BOS
meeting. He said last week, “1 have nothing to
hide. I’ve done nothing wrong.”

However, the management team and mem-
bers of the BOS referred to documents during
their discussion that were not part of the public
record.

Interim Town Manager Andy Tierney, who
is aso the town’s public works director, made
the recommendation to the BOS after outlining
Day’stime with Hebron.

Former Town Manager Jared Clark hired
Day in January. He began work in February
on asix-month probationary period, asis cus-
tom in the town for al new employees. In Au-
gust that time was extended as the manage-
ment team, Tierney reported, hadn’t had enough

timeto evaluate Day.

The three-person management team, which
consists of Tierney, Town Planner Mike
O’ Leary and ExecutiveAssistant DonnaLanza,
took over for Clark in April.

Along with the extension of the probation,
Day also received areview of hisperformance
on Sept. 9. In that review, which Day catego-
rized asmostly negative, the management team
outlined three objectives for the finance direc-
tor to focus on — hold regular meetings with
his department, improve communication with
the management team and be a“team player.”

Tierney said that Day held his first depart-
ment meeting on Sept. 10, but “it did not go
well.” Hewould not explain any further.

Any further meetings were few and far be-
tween, Tierney said.

In addition, the communication between Day
and the management team, Tierney said, was
strained. In oneinstance, Lanzasaid, the town
auditor was looking for Day but couldn’t find
him because Day failed to communicate prop-
erly that he would be at a seminar that day.

On Thursday, Oct. 8, Day was reviewed
again. Evaluation forms were given to four

See Finance Director on Page 2

RHAM Board Declines Action on Two Big | ssues

by Sarah M cCoy

At ameeting this past Monday, the RHAM
Board of Education (BOE) opted not to take
action on two hot topic issues within the dis-
trict.

After voting against a contract proposal for
the district’s non-certified personnel union in
September, the BOE decided not to reconsider
the offer despite dozens of union membersin
attendance asking them to do just that. The
board also took no action on allocating any part
of the $218,000 balancein the floor settlement
account. Board members did vote to schedule
a special meeting on the matter and extend in-
vitations to the boards of selectmen in each of
thedistrict’smember towns—Andover, Hebron
and Marlborough.

After Monday’s meeting, BOE Chair Susan
Griffiths said that board members simply chose
to take no action on a contract for the non-cer-
tified personnel union. Thisunion includes 75
paraprofessionals, maintenance workers and
clerical staff.

However, members of the union present on
Monday stated that the non-action signal s that
the two sides will most certainly go to arbitra-
tion. Arbitration dates have been set for De-
cember and January.

“It’s not surprising,” Jackie Skillings, a
Hebron resident and paraprofessional at RHAM
High School, said Monday after the meeting.
“They have never bargained in good faith. Go-
ing to arbitration seemsthe only way to get this
done.”

The union has been without a contract since

July 1, 2008. Charles Fabian, the union repre-
sentative for the Region 8 chapter, said that the
two sides were miles apart for over ayear and
it wasn't until this past August that “the board
made an offer the union could seriously con-
sider.”

That offer, Fabian reported, was made by
Superintendent of Schools Robert Siminski
with two other members of the BOE present at
thetime. It called for a2 percent raisein 2009-
10, 4 percent in 2010-11 and 4.1 percent in
2011-12. The contract also includesa3.75 per-
cent raise applied retroactively to the 2008-09
school year — the year in which employees
worked without a contract.

Theoffer also called for increased employee
contributionsto health carefrom the current rate
of 14 percent to 15 percent in 2009-10, 17 per-
cent in 2010-11 and 17.5 percent in 2011-12,
aswell as a step freeze for the duration of the
contract. Steps are reached when an employee
reaches experience markers or obtains addi-
tional education.

When the BOE initially rejected the contract
at its Sept. 21 meeting, some members stated
that this wasn't their contract and wasn't any-
thing that they agreed to.

Fabian stated that this is a disappointing
stance for BOE members to take. “Shame on
them,” he said Monday after the meeting.
“When a side sends in someone to negotiate a
contract they are saying that this person hasthe
authority to reach an agreement. They autho-
rized the superintendent to reach a settlement

and they didn’t like the agreement reached.
Shame on them. They should have been at
table”

The Board of Education has one more meet-
ing, Nov. 16, prior to the start of arbitration on
Dec. 2.

* k% *

Joining the dozens of union membersin the
audience at Monday’s meeting were dozens
more in favor of spending the remainder of the
flooring settlement to improve the condition of
the school’s athletic facilities.

Johnathan Ware, a member of the RHAM
High School football team, stated that parts of
curb and street are coming through the grasson
the team’s practice field.

Hebron resident Pat Fromme called the
district’sfields“embarrassing,” “laughable” and
“asafety hazard”

Those viewswere echoed by many othersin
the crowd on Monday. Siminski also read alet-
ter from RHAM Athletic Director Mark Logan
imploring the BOE to usethe money toimprove
thefield conditions.

However, the only motion the BOE heard on
the matter was from Maryanne Leichter who
asked the board to return $200,000 of the
$218,000 to the three member towns as a way
of closing out the short-term bond the district
had to take out to fix the flooring and seek a
settlement on the matter.

In addition to the building project bond, the
school district asked voters to approve a
$500,000 note to fix faulty floors in the high

school and go after the parties responsible for
improperly installing the tiles. The short-term
note was approved and, in 2006, the district re-
ceived a$1.1 million settlement on the matter.

The majority of this settlement was used to
complete the flooring repairs and another
$300,000 was allocated to pay down the
$500,000 note.

Last Thursday, Oct. 15, BOE Chair Sue
Griffiths, Leichter, BOE member Tom Tremont
and Siminski attended the Hebron Board of
Selectmen meeting to discuss the matter.

Current BOS Chair Jeff Watt served on the
RHAM BOE from 1998-2004. He stated the
intention of the board, at thetime the $500,000
bond was taken out, was to repay that amount
whentheflooring wascomplete. “Theonly rea
son the board approved a$300,000 repayment
and not the $500,000 amount was because we
didn’t know how much the flooring repairs
were going to cost,” he said on Thursday.

Wett asked the BOE to finish what the prior
BOE had started and return the money to the
towns.

On Monday, Griffiths stated that she took
issuewith the* give the money back” language
that town officials have used. She said that the
note was taken by the taxpayers of the school
district and the settlement was reached by the
school district, therefore the money was never
the towns' so she questioned why the BOE
would give them the remainder now.

The motion by Leichter to give the money

See RHAM Board on Page 2



Finance Director cont. from Front Page
employees who regularly work with Day, and
the management team completed afifth. How-
ever, Day never got to see those individual
evaluations, even anonymously. He was given
what he was told was an average of the scores
by Tierney.

Day scored an overall 2.76 — between good
and unsatisfactory.

The score, Tierney said, was a reflection of
Day’s unwillingness to meet his objectives.
“There were definite concerns from long-term
employees,” Tierney said.

Lanza added at the meeting that some em-
ployeesdescribed Day as*confrontational” and
“argumentative.” She said therewereasotimes
where he used profanity and at |east three con-
cerns of sexual harassment. No formal sexual
harassment claimswere ever made against Day.

Day didn’t return calls for comment for this
story.

One member of the public, Donna Ferree,
who also happens to serve on the BOF, ques-
tioned why Day was never disciplined for these
so-called acts of sexual harassment. Lanzare-
plied that they were never formally documented
and therefore town management couldn’t re-
act.

Selectman Mark Stuart did note that not all
of the evaluations were negative, as reviewers
also described Day as“ helpful,” “professional,”
“up on current events” and “knowledgeable
about the trade”

Day retorted at the meeting that hefelt noth-
ing but negativity from other employees. He
said he might not have held meetings as often
as he should, but that was because “there are
tons of problems here” and that he “spends a
lot of timeworking.”

He went on to say that he felt that he was
targeted asretaliations for his handling of spe-
cific finance issues in town. These issues in-
clude bringing to the attention of the boards of
selectmen and finance a$61,000 overspending
on the construction of the Village Green road-
way. Day said he was told by town office em-
ployees that this oversight could be remedied
by the town’s auditor but Day said he went to
the BOS and BOF in the name of transparency.

Day’sfiring comeslessthan aweek after he
addressed a letter to the members of the BOS
and BOF alleging improper conduct by thechair
of the BOS Jeff Watt, the management team as
well as how financial matters are handled in
town.

Watt said earlier thisweek that the Board of
Finance had plansto address these concerns at
their meeting held yesterday, Oct. 22 (after press
time), and that the Board of Selectmen would
respond at their Nov. 5 meeting. However, both
Watt and Tierney insist that the decision to let

Day gowasaresult of aparticular incident that
occurred after thefinance director received what
would be hisfinal evaluation from the town on
Oct. 8.

Neither Wett nor Tierney would elaborate but
Tierney said at last Thursday’s meeting that the
incident was investigated and that he had wit-
nesses who corroborated the claims.

Prior totaking their vote at | ast week’s meet-
ing, the Board of Selectmen asked Day whether
or not the claims outlined by Tierney and ac-
companying documents were true. Day admit-
ted that he can be argumentative when he'stry-
ing to make a point but thought he was being a
team player by sticking up for the well-being
of Hebron taxpayers. “1 don’'t hide stuff or go
aong with the staff blindly,” he said.

Day agreed that the claims outlined in the
memo and by Tierney were true but was shut
down by Watt when hetried to tie in town offi-
cials concerns with his own concerns outlined
in hisletter.

In making their vote, the selectmen each
stated that Day was not being fired for hisin-
ability to do the job of a finance director but,
rather, his presenting behavior that they felt
wasn’t conducive to the work environment the
town istrying to maintain.

“It was the other issues,” Wett said earlier
thisweek. “Even after extending his probation
things were still not getting better. In the end
this was the best decision for Hebron.”

BOS Vice Chair Mark Stuart did condemn
the management team'’s decision to destroy
Day’s individual evaluation forms and de-
manded that this not be donein the future.

During the public comment portion of
Thursday’sagenda, Hebron resident Bill Rudis,
who also serves as chair of the Democratic
Town Committee, stated that the town was
walking athin lineif it dismissed Day. Rudis,
who works as alabor representative for works,
said that the town never followed proper pro-
cedure in progressive discipline of Day.

He also expressed concern that rules and
regul ations may not have been applied consis-
tently to al town employees.

Watt responded by saying that the town has
aright to dismiss any employee without cause
during hisor her probationary period, and that
he had hoped Day would have redeemed him-
self during the extended probation.

Asof presstime, Weatt said the only commu-
nication he had had with Day since last
Thursday’s firing was a brief encounter when
Day came to the town offices on Friday, Oct.
16, to collect his personal belongingsand are-
quest that he be compensated for unused sick
and vacation time.

RHAM Board cont. from Front Page
to the three towns according to the levy sched-
ulefailed by acount of 3-7.

A second motion to hold a special meeting
on the matter passed 6-4. Griffiths said she
would work to schedule that meeting prior to
the board’s Nov. 16 meeting. Town officials
from Andover, Hebron and Marlborough will
be invited asthe board will discuss whether or
not to usethe money for capital projectswithin
district or another use.

Any decision will have to be voted on by
taxpayers at a district meeting.

Hebron to Scrap Three-Person Manager Setup

by Sarah M cCoy

The Board of Selectmen (BOS) had been
considering whether to make the three-person
town manager setup currently in place a per-
manent solution, but last week the three people
serving in that role made such a consideration
no longer necessary.

Public Works Director Andy Tierney, Town
Planner Mike O’ Leary and Executive Assistant
Donna L anza, who had acted as athree-person
“management team” for the past seven months,
presented aletter to the BOS at its meeting | ast
Thursday, Oct. 15, withdrawing their desire to
continue as members of the Management Team
on apermanent basis.

“Over the last month the public has had an
opportunity toweighinand, whileinitially this
set-up had full board support, it became clear
to usthat people had reservations,” Tierney said
earlier thisweek. “We made it easy for them.”

He added that he, O’ Leary and Lanza had
been crafting thel etter for thelast several weeks
once it became clear that the arrangement had
becomea“distraction” for the BOS, town staff

and themselvesindividualy.

Tierney said he's enjoyed the challenge of
serving in two capacities and extended his ap-
preciation to members of the town’s staff who
have stepped up to make sure the work contin-
ues to get done in town. “Public Works is on
schedule and within budget. We're in good
shape,” he said this week. “We have a good
bunch of guysthat al stepped up to the plate.”

For Lanza, she said there was nothing spe-
cific that led her to conclude that the team ap-
proach wasn’t a good fit. She felt that the se-
lectmen were having a difficult time making a
decision and that the public debate at the two
workshopsheld earlier thisfall complicated the
matter further. “It’sprobably better just to move
on,” Lanzasaid earlier this week.

She added that she's grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve on the Management Team. “It's
been an enjoyabletime. Hebronisagood place
towork,” Lanza said.

At last Thursday’s meeting, the selectmen
voiced nothing but gratitude to the three town

employees for their work over the last seven
months. “You three have done an exemplary
job,” selectman Gayle Mulligan said. “You've
gone above and beyond for Hebron.”

BOS Chair Jeff Watt said earlier this week
that he gives the management team a tremen-
dous amount of credit for deciding it only
wanted to pursue the configuration if all of the
selectmen were on board. “They felt that, by
returning to their original positions, they were
making the best decision for them personally
and the best decision for the town.”

Selectman Brian O’ Connell said at last
Thursday’s meeting that he has nothing but re-
spect for the three team members and is happy
that the town will move forward in the process
of finding a permanent town manager solution.

Watt said last Thursday that he'd like to see
the board wait just a little longer to revive the
search for a Town Manager. Given the upcom-
ing election that will put at least and maybe two
new membersonthe BOS, heasked if the search

committee could be reformed after Nov. 19.

This suggestion was met with approval by
the other board members.

Watt said earlier this week that the search
committee, which was suspended in August,
would review thelist of finaliststo seeif they're
till a good fit and if the individuals are still
interested in the position. The town received
over 70 applications for the position and the
search committee had narrowed it down to 15
finalists, he said.

The town will likely re-advertise the town
manager position as so months have elapsed
since the last application period. The search
committee, Watt said, would work out these
details.

The management teamwill continueto serve
until the Board of Selectmen approves a per-
manent town manager. At that time, Tierney,
O'Leary and Lanza will aid that individua in
transitioning to therole beforereturning to their
origina duties.



ThreeVying for Two Spotson Hebron BOS

by Sarah M cCoy

Three Hebron men are vying for two spots
on the Board of Selectmen (BOS), with the
winnersto be determined at next month’s mu-
nicipal election.

Mark Stuart has been serving on the BOS
for the past four years. Thelongest-tenured se-
|lectmen, the Democrat is back for more. He
hopes to serve for, at least, another four years
on the town’s top board.

Stuart isjoined on the Democratic ticket by
Peter Moon.

Moon has lived in town for seven years but
hisinterest in civic functionsstretches back into
high school. After being involved with the
town’sTricentennial Commission and Historic
Properties Commission, Moon was appointed
to Hebron’s 300th Cel ebration Committee. With
that experience under his belt, Moon is now
hoping to serve Hebron from a policy perspec-
tive.

The third candidate is Republican Dan
Larson. Larson is a current member of the
town’s Board of Finance and a past fire chief.
A longtime Hebron resident, Larson said he
kicked around the idea of running for the BOS
for awhile before throwing his name in the hat
thisyear.

With three selectmen (Gayle Mulligan, Brian
O’ Connell and Jeff Watt) coming up on their
second anniversary on the board and Will
Moorcroft having served a year and a half,
Stuart is the veteran of the young board. Prior
to his time on the BOS, Stuart also served on
the Board of Finance (BOF) for four years. He
has also been a part of the Capital Improve-
ments Program Commission in Hebron for the
past eight years.

Stuart said he's running for reelection be-
cause hewantsto continue thework being done
by the BOS. He's proud of the “spirit of coop-
eration” he believesthe current board members
operate with and wants to continue to work for
Hebron’sfuture.

If elected, Stuart said he hopes to continue
to focus on strategic planning and creating a
long-range vision and plan for Hebron. These
are areas that he will be considering if part of
the town’s search for a permanent town man-
ager. “These past six or seven months [with a
three-person management team serving as in-

terim town managers)
have shown that we
have the operational
skills and abilities to
handle the day-to-day
operation of thetown,”
hesaid. “Hebron's next
Town Manager needs
to befocused onthefu-
ture.”

Stuart said he also
believes the budget is
going to be a major
concernfor thetownas
it movesinto 2010. He sees the Village Green
asakey ingredient to the recipe of property tax
reduction.

Considering the financia state of the town,
Stuart said he also stands opposed to the town
maintaining ownership of the Peters Housefor
municipal use. “It shouldn’t be ataxpayer bur-
den,” he said.

Stuart cited the recently-approved costly
renovations to the Horton House as rationale
for hisstance. “It’sillustrative of the downsides
of using a historic structure for municipal, ev-
eryday use,” he said.

Instead, Stuart said he'd like to seethetown
sell or lease the property to the Hebron His-
torical Society for them to maintain as it cur-
rently does with Old Town Hall.

Stuart haslived in Hebron for 24 yearswith
hiswife. Together they have two daughterswho
are both in college. Stuart works as a technol-
ogy management officer.

Peter Moon is also seeking a spot on the
BOS, after being endorsed by thetown’sDemo-
cratic Town Committee (DTC). Moon cameto
Hebron in 2002 after seeing aphoto of ahouse
that spoke to him and his wife.

Moon wasted no time in getting involved
with the Hebron DTC and now, after serving
on the Tricennential Commission, 300th Cel-
ebration Commission and Historic Properties
Commission, Moon has decided to run for the
Board of Selectmen.

During his time in Hebron, Moon said he
has made extraordinary friends and considered
himself a part of the community from the mo-
ment he moved in. It was histime on the 300th
Celebration Committee that prompted Moon to

Stuart

seriously consider run-
ning for the BOS. He
chaired the multi-func-
tional group and that
involved both the
town’s history and fu-
ture.

Like Stuart, Moon
said he believes that =~
taxes and the town’s |
finances are of para-
mount concern in the
next years. Moon said
he’'d like to see the
town move faster on developing the Village
Green district and he's ready to team up with
the Economic Development Committee and
Board of Finance to make that happen.

Until the time that Hebron can comfortably
afford its municipal needs (i.e. road improve-
ments, fire department, police, education, etc.),
Moon doesn’'t believe the town can consider
spending taxpayer dollarson the Peters House.
“Asmuch | appreciateitsheritage” hesaid, “it
has to be considered a second tier priority.”

If elected, Moon said he will work hard to
improve Hebron. He considerslistening to and
appreciating both sides of a situation to be
strengths. But, Moon said, he's able to speak
hismind when tough decisions need to be made.

Dan Larsonisthelone Republican BOS can-
didate. He has served on the BOF for the past
two years and, if elected to the BOS, would
vacate his current spot meaning an appointment
would need to be made to complete the board.
Larson said he'sinterested in making the jump
from the BOF to the BOS in order to have a
say in the policies of the town.

Larson and his wife Patricia moved to
Hebron in 1978. They bought their first house
on Amston L ake and have remained there ever
since.

Soon after coming to Hebron, Larson joined
the town'’s volunteer fire department, serving
in anumber of capacities, including fire chief.

Larson said he's considered running for the
BOS in the past but the timing was never quite
right. Larson is pleased with the overall direc-
tionthe BOS s currently moving and wants to
be a part of the ongoing progress.

M oon

A firm believer in
thetown manager form
of government, Larson
ispleased that the man-
agement teamwon't be
a permanent solution
inHebron. Hehopesto
be part of finding the
rightindividual tolead
Hebroninto the future.
“We're now in a posi-
tion where we've seen
what has and hasn’t
worked,” he said.
“Hopefully we can get it right thistime.”

Larson also hopes Hebron gets it right in
terms of developing a business presence. He
said he's disheartened to see empty buildings
along Main Street and believes the town needs
to act quickly to entice developers to the Vil-
lage Green district. “For too long Hebron has
strove to be a bedroom community,” he said.
“Trying to build atown on single-family resi-
dencesisaloser.”

Over the course of past months Larson has
reached out to business owners and senior citi-
zensto find out their concerns. He hopesto be
their voice on the BOS and keep taxes man-
ageable.

Larson said he sees the Peters House as the
“perfect fit” for Hebron’s municipal facilities.
He'd like to see the town use the space for the
Parks and Recreation department office with
the second floor dedicated to aliving museum.

“The new building at Burnt Hill Park is set
back from the road and awfully remote for a
small amount of town staff to be working at
alone,” he said. “The town aready owns the
building and has access to money to renovate
it. It seems like a no-brainer to me.”

Larson describes himself as* approachable’
and, if he's elected, he will consider himself
not a boss of Hebron but rather a “servant”
working for his constituency.

Hebron voters will cast their ballot for two
of the three candidates with the top two earn-
ing a spot on the Board of Selectmen. Voting
will take place on Tuesday, Nov. 3, from 6 am.-
8 p.m., a Hebron Elementary School.

Larson

Four Up for Three Hebron BOF Vacancies

by Sarah M cCoy

Four candidates are
vying for three vacan-
cies on the Hebron
Board of Finance
(BOF). Incumbents
Mal Leichter, aDemo-
crat, and  Phil
LoBianco, a Republi-
can, are both running
for a second term,
while former Board of
Selectmen (BOS)
Chair Karen Strid, a
Democrat, and Tom Sousa, aRepublican, com-
plete the ballot.

LoBianco was appointed to the BOF tofill a
vacancy shortly after the 2005 election. Prior
to serving on the finance board, he spent two
yearsonthelocal Board of Education, twoyears
on the Capital Improvements Program Com-
mittee and 10 years on the Water Pollution
Control Authority.

With a background in finance and manage-
ment, LoBianco believesthe BOF isagood fit
for him. He's a strong proponent of civic ser-
vice and wants to continue making an impact
on the finance well-being of Hebron. “I’'min-
terested inidentifying spending reductionsand
watching that the right decisions are made in
regards to how the town’s money is spent,” he
said earlier thisweek.

LoBianco said he's developed a good idea

L oBianco

asto the needsin town
and wants to see
Hebron maintain what
it currently has, not
look to spend for
spending sake.

Sousa joins
LoBianco on the Re-
publican ticket. Sousa
is a 26-year retired
military veteran who
now works as an attor-
ney. During histimein
the service Sousa was
responsible for planning, executing and ac-
counting for various department budgets. He
also hasan associate’s, bachelor’ sand master’'s
degreesin business.

Sousa now wants to put those skills to use
for Hebron. While he has never served in a pub-
lic office before Sousa is eager to give back.
Given hiseducational background, commitment
to the community and ability to work with ev-
eryone, Sousa feels the BOF is a good fit for
him.

He described himself as fiscally conserva-
tive and wants to keep taxes at a manageable
level. Sousa said it will be a challenge for the
town to maintain what it currently has and
shouldn’t ook to add additional capital items
to the budget.

On the Democrat side, Leichter is running
for his second term on the BOF. Leichter said

Sousa

he's running because
he expects challenging
times ahead and wants
to help Hebron make
wise financial deci-
sions. “We’'ve done
somegood thingsinthe
last four years despite
the economy,” he said
last week. “Hebron will
need to continue mak-
ing sound decisions if
thetown isgoing to be
affordableto livein.”

Leichter pointed to the Village Green devel -
opment as one area where, he feels, the town
must make progress on to extend Hebron’s tax
base. Hewent on to say that he'sup to the chal-
lenge of balancing the need the spend while
not hammering residents with huge tax in-
Creases.

Leichter moved to Hebron 35 years ago. He
said that he and his wife, Maryanne, liked the
town as newlyweds and loved it as they raised
their kids. “I’mlooking forward to retiring and
I"d liketo do it in Hebron,” Leichter said. “In
order for that to happen we need to control
spending.”

Also running for the BOF is Strid. In addi-
tionto her timeonthe BOS, sheisalso aformer
member of the Planning and Zoning Commis-

sion, the Modular
Building Committee
and, most recently,
chaired the Charter Re-
vision Commission.

If elected, Strid said
her main focus will be
to budget for thefuture.
“l understand that it's
been a difficult budget
year but | redly feel we
need to start budgeting ‘
for the future and not .
for the moment,” she Strid
said earlier this week. “When you put the fu-
ture off, it's eventually going to come around
and you're going to pay the price.”

With her past experience serving in town
Strid feels that she has a strong grasp on the
way town budgets are created and utilized.
Given the current economic state, she wantsto
continue her commitment to community ser-
vice in a challenging area. With persistence,
patience and attention to detail Strid is confi-
dent she can help Hebron make sound finan-
cial decisions.

Hebron voters will be able to cast their bal-
lot for three candidates with the top three be-
ing elected to the Board of Finance. Voting will
take place on Tuesday, Nov. 3, from 6 am.- 8
p.m. at Hebron Elementary School.




Morron Versus Schuster in Colchester

by Katy Nally

In 11 days, al the door-to-door campaign-
ing and meet-and-greets will pay off for either
Democrat Glenn Morron or Republican Gregg
Schuster — the two in the running for first se-
lectman of Colchester.

Schuster or Morron will replace Democrat
LindaHodge, who was elected first selectman
in 2007.

Both candidates said the most pressing is-
suefacing Colchester iseconomic devel opment
and this year would pose a difficult town bud-
get due to the nationwide economic downturn.
Though they share similar views on thisissue,
Schuster and Morron have different back-
grounds and ideas as to what it means to be
first selectman.

“My number one
priority is economic
development,” Schu-
ster said. He proposed
to attract “ big devel op-
ers’ to Colchester after
installing sewer and
water lines out on
Route 11. He men-
tioned three possibili-
ties as to how Col-
chester would fund this ‘
construction. First, he Schuster
said these large developers could pay for the
new lines onceinvested in Colchester. Second,
he said the town could use federal money that
isearmarked for such endeavorsandfinaly, he
said the town could pay for it.

Schuster said he would not discriminate
against developers, unless they were to con-
struct a “big box development.” He said he
would be open to hear any ideas for construc-
tion, giving the examples of a Home Depot or
aWal-Mart. “ Just show methe plans,” he said.

Schuster also advocated employing a part-
time economic development coordinator who
would work at Town Hall. The coordinator
would act as a liaison between the town and
developers. He or she would also encourage
businesses to come to town. Schuster gave the
example of a coordinator asking an insurance
company based in Hartford to construct a sat-
ellite office in Colchester. He said, this way,
the town’s tax base would increase and more
spending would occur.

Morron agreed that it isimperativeto “bring
incommercia development.” He said thetown
needs to “increase the grand list and tax rev-
enue.” Morron said he would focus on market-
ing plans to attract devel opers and mentioned
extending the water and sewer lines. He said
he has personally prepared for this by attend-
ing seminars on economic devel opment.

Morron also said hewould revisit aland use
study that was conducted in 2004, which, he
said, emphasizes the need for development on
Route 85. He said he would review it and up-
dateit, then formulate a plan of action.

Morron said conducting this year's budget

would be especially
difficult because of try-
ing economictimes. To
make mattersworse, he
said the town is not off
to a sturdy financial
start since “it's
$600,000 in the hole
because of the Board of
Education.” Morron
elaborated, saying last
year thetown had more
revenue because of a
one-time offer of Morron
stimulus money and because teachers went
without concessions.

(Hodge said the $600,000 is an approxima-
tion because “ as of right now” the same stimu-
lusmoney isunavailable, but it is possible that
it could come back. She said it is“within the
realm of possihilities’ that teachers could go
without concessionsfor asecond year inarow,
but it'sunlikely.)

Morron emphasized the need to be “fiscally
responsible’ this year and cited “combining
resources’ asaway to accomplishthis. Hesaid
departments could save money by sharing
equipment. Another ideawasto regionalizethe
dog pound.

“We have alot of challenges, but we have a
very capable team at Town Hall,” he said.

Schuster agreed that thisyear’sbudget would
be especially tough, but he noted that every
budget presents a challenge. He said the town
would haveto establishits priorities, which has
education at the top of the list. “We have to
make sure the school system is properly
funded,” he said.

Schuster said his experience as a project
manager a Traveler’sInsurancewould help him
run the town. “Some- [
one who runs a town
needs experience in
managing people,
managing abudget and
managing organiza-
tions,” he said.

Schuster hasaBach-
elor of Arts degree in
business and econom-
ics from Lehigh Uni-
versity in Bethlehem,
PA, and a Masters in
Business Administra- Coyle
tion from the University of Connecticut. After
working at Travelers Insurance for two years,
he switched and became asmall businessowner.
Schuster is now the president of Schuster
Outsourcing, which finds other operations to
carry out administrative functions for organi-
zations, he said.

Schuster is also the current chairman of the
Republican Town Committee, he spent a year
on the business devel opment task force and was
also onthe Zoning Board of Appeals. Schuster,
33, grew up in Colchester and went to school

in town until sixth
grade, then went on to
Kingswood Oxford in
West Hartford. He re-
turned to Colchester
three yearsago, but he
said “it feels like |
never left.”

Unlike Schuster,
Morron has spent his
career in the public
sector. Morron gradu-
ated from Conard High
School, also in West
Hartford, then served in the Marines for four
years. He entered the public sector as a police
officer in Middletown, where he worked for 20
years. As an officer he worked as an “accident
reconstructionist.” Hehassinceretired fromthe
policeforce, but still works asasecurity guard.
Morron, 44, haslivedin Colchester for 19 years
and has served as Chairman of the Police Com-
mission for the past two.

He said, asapolice officer helearned “alot
of real lifeskills’ and, if elected, hewould rep-
resent “local views’ of Colchester residents. He
emphasized he is not a politician and will not
bring aprivate, political agendaif elected.

However, recently a Democrat on Morron's
slate expressed that she was not confident in
his credentials and endorsed Schuster as a re-
sult. Nancy Riella, who is running for re-elec-
tion to the Board of Assessment Appeals, said
her decisionto crossparty lines“all came down
to qualifications.”

Riella said she asked Morron at the July
Democratic Town Committee caucus what his
qualifications were to be afirst selectman and
he replied that he had none, but he waswilling
to learn on the job. However, “learning on the
job,” she said, is not
possible without a col-
lege education and
“professiond qualifica-
tions.”

Riellasaid afirst se-
lectman should have
manageria experience
in the business world
and must beabletoap- .
ply this knowledge.
“How can hebeso ar- |
rogant to think he can ™
dothis” sheasked rhe- Soby
toricaly. “I"'m opposed to anyone who has a
high school educationwho thinksthey are quali-
fied enough to run a$50 million business,” she
said. “You haveto learn that from infancy.”

Riellahas owned an accounting/taxation firm
in Colchester for 20 years. She said the people
of Colchester have trusted her judgment in the
past, citing when she earned the most votes of
any contested Demacrat in the 2007 election.
The only other Democrat to win more votes,
was Nancy Bray who ran unopposed for the
position of town clerk.

Ford

First Selectman Race

Morron commented
on the endorsement in
awritten statement. He
said, “ Sheknowsnoth-
ing about my leader-
ship skillsor my expe-
rience as a 20-year
public servant. Her
comments are purely
based on rumor and in-
nuendo and it is very
disappointing that an
individual running for
public office would
stoop to thislevel”

Schuster said “in a way” he was not very
surprised about Riella's endorsement, because
“alot of Democrats are unhappy with their
party.”

Riella made her endorsement Oct. 7, and
since then, her name has been blacked out on
political signsaround town and her profilewas
removed from the Democratic Town
Committee'swebsite.

* k% %

The other Democrats running for seats on
the Board of Selectmen (BOS) are Rosemary
Coyle and James Ford. Coyle is an incumbent
who has been on the board since 2007. Shere-
tired in 2006 from her position as president of
the Connecticut Education Association, which
she held for six years. Before that, she was an
elementary school teacher in Montville for 37
years.

Fordisatraffic engineer for BetaGroup. He
has served on the PZC since 1999. Ford said
he wants to make the switch to the BOS be-
cause “it will be the leading group that would
really put effort forward to market Colchester
to businesses.”

Thereare al so two candidates on the Repub-
lican slate. Both Stan Soby and Greg Cordova
areincumbentson the Board. Soby was el ected
in 2006 and served as first selectman for 11
monthsin 2007. Heiscurrently the vice presi-
dent of community programs at the Connecti-
cut Institute for the Blind/Oak Hill.

Cordovaisrunning for histhird term on the
board. He also serves on the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission and the Water and Sewer
Commission. He has lived in Colchester since
1990 and used to work for Bank of America.

The four other candidates for the BOS will
all receive seats this year, because John
Malsbenden is stepping down.

Elections for these candidates will be held
Tuesday, Nov. 2. There are three voting loca-
tions, which will be open from 6 am. to 8 p.m.
Residentsin District One can voteat Town Hall,
127 Norwich Ave., those in District Two can
vote at the Assembly of God, 85 Skinner Rd.,
and those in District Three can vote at Bacon
Academy, 611 Norwich Ave.

For more information about Schuster, visit
www.schuster2009.com and for more about
Morron, visit www.col chesterdemocrats.org.
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by Katy Nally

Threecandidatesare
in the running for full
seats on the Board of
Finance (BOF) but
only two will win.

The seats will go to
Lauren Cragg, Cliff ©
Dennissor Dick Shea
On the current board,
Republicans Pasquale
Amodeo and Susan
Lesser are stepping
down. Thetwowill run Cragg
for seats as alternates, along with Democrat
Russell West.

Cragg, the only Democrat in the running for
a BOF seat, was appointed to the board as an
alternate in December 2008. She has lived in
Marlbor-ough for six years and served on the
PTO as a Board of Education liaison. Cragg
hasaBachelor of Artsin History from Grinnell
College, a Masters in Public Administration
from the University of Colorado and now works
asastrategic risk consultant.

Cragg said as an alternate shewas “very ac-
tive” in decisionsthe board made. She said she
fought for public safety issues like retaining a
lifeguard at the lake.

She said the challenge the board woul d face
thisyear is“doing morewith less” Cragg said
her 25 years of experience in government con-
sulting would hel p her manage thisyear’s bud-
get. She said by working on communication
within the board, a
budget could be
passed more smaoothly.
Itisalsoimportant that
voters understand the
budget numbers, she
said. “I would like to
be committed to get-
ting the job done,”
Cragg said.

West, running asan
alternate, also sup-
ported Cragg, saying
the budget system

“could operate better with Lauren Cragg” as
board member.

West, 71, has lived in Marlborough for 21
years. Heisaretired hotel-owner, but works as
apart-timetelemar-keter and areal estate agent.
He has served on the Democratic Town Com-
mittee (DTC) for three years and the Lake Ad-
visory Commission for eight. West said he is
running as an alternate to support Cragg in the
hope that the budget process will go smoother
than last year.

West said “ some people my age areless con-
cerned with the community and more concerned
with their personal budgets.” He said the board
“is obligated” to provide for the community,
whichincludesaquality education for children.

If elected, West said he would use skills he
learned as a hotel owner such as managlng a

budget.

Running against the
Democrats are
Denniss, Shea,

Amodeo and Lesser. =

Denniss, whoisrun- =8
ning for a BOF seat,
has been an aternate
on the board for two
years. Denniss, 64, has
lived in Marlborough
for six years and said
heamost immediately
began attending BOF
meetings. Since then, he has attended budget
workshops held by the selectmen and the Board
of Education (BOE). Dennissworked asanin-
surance administrator at Aetna, but has since
retired.

Hesaid heisrunning for aseat because heis
“very concerned with Marlborough’sfiscal fu-
ture,” which includes the town’s debt and in-
creased taxes. He said he was not happy with
how the budget was handled |ast year and hasa
few ideas as to how things could improve for
this coming year. Denniss said if budgets from
the BOE and the Board of Selectmen (BOS)
were presented earlier, along with debt projec-
tions, the process* could have gone smoother.”
Despite the bumpy budget year, he said hewas

Denniss

Marlborough Finance Board Seats Up for Grab.s

happy to see more
people involved with
the town proceedings.

Shealargely agreed
with Denniss stance
ontheissues. Shea, 66, -
worksasaprocess en-
gineer at Twin Manu-
facturing. He haslived
in Marlborough for
two years and said he
attended many BOF
and BOS meetings. He
said throughout hisca Shea
reer, he“learned to analyze, negotiate and com-
municate clearly,” which, he said, are neces-
sary traits for aboard member.

If elected, Shea said he wants the BOF to
work on improving communication with other
boards. He said in awritten statement, the dif-
ficulty in formulating the most recent budget
was due to “inadequate communication.”

Shea said the challenge for this year is to
maintain services without increasing taxes. “I
believe we have the framework in place to ac-
complish this, but we must make every effort
to maximize the return for each dollar spent,”
Sheasaid in awritten statement.

Amodeo, currently afull board member but
running for an aternate position, commended
the commitment Shea and Denniss demon-
strated by attending many BOF and BOS meet-
ings. He said, since “two really qualified Re-
publicans stepped up,” hedecided to run asonly
an alternate, rather
than persue a full seat
on the board.

Amodeo was ap-
pointed to the BOF as
an alternate seven
years ago, then ran for
a seat and won four
years ago. Amodeo,
41, has lived in
Marlborough since
1999. HeholdsaBach-
elor of Arts degree in
Russian from Colgate

University, a law de-
greefrom Georgetown
andaLLM intaxation 4
from New York Uni- &
versity. He currently §
runshisown law firm.

Amodeo said he
wantsto stay involved
with the board because
candidateswitha“his-
torical perspective’ are |
needed on the BOF.
He said knowing the
board’s history pro-
vides transparency.

In a written statement, Amodeo said,
“Through years of serving...on the Board of
Finance, | have become familiar with the vari-
ous town departments budget items and the
rational es used to sustain increased spending. |
hope to use this experience to keep town gov-
ernment honest and avoid wasteful spending.”

Susan Lesser isalso afull-timemember run-
ning as an alternate. Lesser has lived in
Marlborough for over 20 years. ShehasaBach-
elor of Sciencedegreein finance fromthe Uni-
versity of Connecticut and a sixth year teach-
ing degree from Eastern Connecticut State
University and she currently works as ateacher
in Tolland. She was elected to the BOF four
years ago.

Lesser said she decided to run as only an
alternate because of time constraints. She said
her potential replacements, Denniss and Shea,
would both be very capable board members.

She agreed with Denniss and Shea, saying
this year would pose an “extremely difficult”
budget because “the economy has not im-
proved.” She said thetown could still make cuts
to someareasto avoid raising taxes. Lesser gave
the example of unequal cuts made in educa
tion, where RHAM’sbudget wasreduced, while
Marlborough’s elementary school did not suf-
fer many budget-related changes.

Town-wide elections will be held Tuesday,
Nov. 3from 6 am. to 8 p.m. at ElImer Thienes-
Mary Hall Elementary School, 25 School Dr.

L esser

Artisan Framing in Marlborough More Than Just Plcture Holders

by Katy Nally

There's almost nothing Hebron resident
Denise Thompson can't frame. She's matted
pricelessworksfrom art class, put antique stick
pinsin shadow boxes and even framed part of a
stadium seat for one die-hard Boston fan.

“There'salwaysaway,” shesaid, chuckling.

Thompson's ahility to match, mat and frame
is the product of owning her own frame shop
for tenyears. Her store, Artisan Framing & Gal-
lery, isin the loft of the yellow building in the
newly-renovated Shoppesat Marlborough Barn,
the former Marlborough Barn complex. The
store recently made to move to Marlborough
from Hebron and opened on Sept. 1.

According to Thompson, what sets her store
apart from other frame shopsisthe quality. She
said her design skills play alarge role in how
she frames for clients. Thompson was an art
major at Glassboro State College in New Jer-
sey and began working in a frame shop when
she was in school. She also creates oil and
mixed media paintings as well as body prints
for clients.

Thompson's paintings are on display at Ar-
tisan Framing & Gallery, because the store
doubles as an art gallery. She showcases be-
tween seven and 10 artists at a time, most of
whom are from Connecticut.

Practically al thewall space of Thompson's
shopistaken over by artists works and samples
of frames. Kelly Radding’sbotanical paintings
cover the wall near awindow that overlooks a
pond. Radding’s paintings feature life-sized
leaves, feathers, plants and anything found in
nature. In a tiny frame with a white mat, two
watercolor leaves, one green and one yellow,
appear to sit abovetheframe'sglass. Theleaves
glow with life as though they might flutter to
the ground if breathed on.

Adjacent to Radding’s collection is a huge,
scenic painting done by Jim Grabowski of
Marlborough. The painting, called “ Coast,” is
48 by 60 inches and features streaks of acrylic

paint that depict aflurry of cloudsand sea.

Other artists who have works on display at
Artisan Framing & Gallery include Ellen
Gaube, Diane Tuttle and Thompson's father,
Thomas Marzolf —an expert woodworker who
creates cedar canoe paddles with inlays of ma-
hogany, sassafras and cherry.

In addition to showcasing artists’ works,
Thompson’sstore hostsavariety of workshops
and events. This Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 24
and 25, Deborah O’ Connor will offer silhou-
ettedrawingsand on Nov. 14, Ratting will teach
the art of travel journaling. Thompson also
hostsaholiday gallery show beginningin No-
vember.

Eventsand artists aside, Thompson said what
really keeps the shop going are her frames.
When clients comein with apriceless artifact,
Thompson said she usually shows them afew
samples of matting and framesthat enhancethe
object. “Designing pieces up for clients is a
matter of tweaking until they get something they
would liketo have,” she said. Thompson'sdedi-
cation to each piece and person iswhat “keeps
clients coming back,” she said.

Artisan Framing & Gallery boasts an enor-
mous selection of frames, ranging from a mu-
seum-worthy stock with gold leaf to hand-
carved wood to shiny metallic. The matting
collection is even more impressive, with hun-
dredsof choicesincluding ahand-wrapped silk
mat with deep gold bevels. “For any given
piece, there are dozens of different combina-
tion,” Thompson said.

So what could be worthy of such an endear-
ing frame and mat combination? How about a
black and gold body print? Thompson came up
with theideawhilein art school, and it's some-
what like agrown-up version of creating abut-
terfly by folding apainted piece of paper in half.

Thompson creates body prints by painting
an infant’s or a woman’s body with black ail

Artisan Framing & Gallery opened recently at thShopp&at MarIborough Barn.

Other than custom frames and mats, the store offers art workshops, activities and

gallery shows.

paint and metallic paint on top of it, then the
person pressesthemsel ves on to asheet of draw-
ing paper. Theresult isanaked bust immortal-
ized on paper. “It’s very empowering for
women,” she said.

Thompson said most of her clients create
about eight printsand have them framed shortly
after. She said they make an excellent present
for any occasion. But, sorry men, Thompson
only paints women and babies for this master-
piece.

Artisan Framing & Gallery is much more

than frames with its array of events, activities
and displays. In Thompson’s 10 years of expe-
rience, she said she haskept clients coming back
for more because of her quality standard and
design skills. Over theyears, Thompson hashad
askilled hand in preserving hundreds of senti-
mental objectsand asaresult, hasformed last-
ing relationships, she said.

“| really do lovewhat | do,” she said.

For more information about Artisan Fram-

ing & Gallery visit www.artisanframingand
gallery.com or call 860-295-0059.



East Hampton Receives
$750,000 for the Senior Center

by Michael McCoy

A year from now, the East Hampton Senior
Center may look quite a bit different.

Last week, the town got word that they will
receive astate Community Block Development
Grant (CBDG) for $750,000.

“We're very excited about this project,”
glowed Town Manager Jeff O’ Keefe, who said
the town found out about the avail ability of the
grant early this year, and then held a public
hearing, soliciting ideas.

However, O’'Keefe said the grant is quite
specific, and an eligible project must address
“direct benefit” (like housing rebates), “ urgent
need” (like slum or blight), or provide low or
moderate income housing. “It's a highly com-
petitive federal grant program,” said O’ Keefe.
(Though, afederal grant, the CBDG isdistrib-
uted by the state.)

During the public hearing, agroup of senior
citizens, suggesting improving the senior cen-
ter, succeeded in persuading the town to pur-
suethegrant. Thetown then formed acommit-
tee of seniorsto steer the application.

The 20-year-old senior center is“really start-
ing to exceed capacity,” O’ Keefesaid. “Itisjust
so cramped. People arewalking on each other.”

O’ Keefeal so pointed out that while thetown
had 901 seniors in 1989, that number is pro-
jected to be 1,800 by 2020.

O'Keefe said the grant application camein
at a hefty 400 or so pages, and included items
like architectural design and a description of
the benefit to the town.

Along with the committee, thefinal product
wasacollaborationinvolving L. Wagner & As-
sociates, Friar Associates, O’ Keefe, and Direc-
tor of Community and Environmental Planning
Kerry Nielson.

The main component to the project isanew
two-story 1,500 square foot multi-purpose
room. However, it will also include renovating
2,000 square feet of existing space. According
to a document from Friar Associates, the im-
provements will yield, among other things, a
receptionist’s desk, office for the director, ex-
ercise room, kitchen, lunch room, computer
area, and music area.

O Keefeexpected thefull scope of the project
to be completed with the $750,000, which is
the maximum amount dispersed for CBDGs

The next step will be the final engineering,
and then bidding the project. O'Keefe said he
hoped to break ground in late spring or early
summer of 2010. “We havealot of work ahead
of us, but that's our plan,” he said.

Asfor the seniors, he said, “They’ll benefit
immensely from this expansion.”

East Hampton Police reported Thursday the
driver of the bus akindergartener wasleft on
all day last month has been arrested.

Herbert Smith, 29, of 1 North Maple St.,
was charged Oct. 21 with risk of injury to a
minor, police said. Smith was released on a
$10,000 bond, police said, and is scheduled
to appear at Middletown Superior Court on
Tuesday, Oct. 27.

Arrest Madein East Hampton Bus I ncident

The arrest is in connection with a Sept. 4
incident wherein a 5-year-old chid was left
alone on a school bus for nearly six hours,
police said. Smith was the driver of the bus,
police added.

Police also said they anticipate no other
arrestsin this case, as the investigation “has
shown no cause to pursue crimina charges
on anyone else to date.”

Colchester Police News

10/13: Diane Moore, 52, of 179 Main St.,
Apt. 2F, was charged with third-degree assaullt,
disorderly conduct, risk of injury, interfering
with emergency calls and first-degree reckless
endangerment, State Police said.

10/13: Thomas Vogel, 39, of 92 Pine t.,
Columbia, was charged with risk of injury and
breach of peace, State Police said.

10/14: Mark Stewart, 46, 14 Dale St., South
Hadley, MA, was charged with DUI, failureto
drive in proper lane and failure to have head-
lights on, State Police said.

10/14: Michael Therriault, 34, of 59 Meadow
St., Willimantic, was charged with failure to
appear, second-degree burglary and third-degree
larceny, State Police said.

10/15: Matthew Desautels, 24, of 76 Old

Hebron Rd., was charged with failure to ap-
pear, State Police said.

10/15: K atherine Johnson, 27, 21 Greatneck
Rd., Waterford, was charged with DUI, speed-
ing and failure to drive in proper lane, State
Police said.

10/17: Joseph Rodriguez, 32, of 238
Burnside Ave.,, Apt 1W, East Hartford, was
charged with DUI and reckless driving, State
Police said.

10/18: Keri Galias, 31, of 6 Rondaly Rd.,
Amston, was charged with sixth-degreelarceny
and second degree forgery, State Police said.

10/17: Leland Prior, 61, of 12 Chaucer Rd.,
East Hampton, was charged with DUI and fail-
ure to maintain lane, State Police said.

Gotta’'s Farm Features Corn M aze
for Halloween in Portland

by Michael McCoy

There's just two weeks left to visit the only
corn maze in Portland.

From 10 am.-5 p.m. this Saturday and Sun-
day, aswell as next weekend, Oct. 31 and Nov.
1, Gotta's Farm and Cider Mill’s Corn Maze
will be open. It's visible from Route 17, and
located at the intersection with Strickland
Street.

The Gottas have farmed in Portland, start-
ing in 1898 with John Gotta. His son, Leo,
farmed it after him; his son Robert farmed it
after him; and now hisson, Dick, farmsthe 100
acres.

The maze is covers about 2.75 acres, and
Gottasmiled wfilesayingthat if you don’t reach
the far corner from the entrance before exiting
the maze, “ You cheated.”

Gotta said the maze takes the average per-
son about 20 minutes to compl ete.

At the same location, visitors can pick their
own pumpkins and sip homemade apple cider
and munch on cider doughnuts. Or, of course,
Gotta's apples.

Gotta's mother-in-law, Mary Jane, recently
died of breast cancer, and he said of the maze,
“It'skind of dedicated to her.” So, he's donat-
ing $1 from every $6 admission fee to Susan
G. Komen for the Cure.

Opening the maze on Labor Day weekend,
Gotta had to grimace when saying the week-
end weather has not helped. The most favor-
ableweekend was Columbus Day weekend, but
the Portland Fair took the crowds then.

Still, he said, when the weather has been
nice, the maze has done well.

Gotta's started planting the corn, twice, on
June 6. Thereason for the double planting was
to keep the stalksthick enough so visitorscan’t
peek across the winding path. Then, on July
15, Precision Maze of Missouri came, equipped
with aGPS and mowed the 50-inch paths. Gotta
said he plans to expand next year's maze, pos-
sibly doubling the size and adding a hayride.

Gotta's Farm and Cider Mill (located aabout
amilenorth from the maze on Route 17) isopen
seven daysaweek, 8a.m.-6p.m., from late April
to Dec. 23. The Gottas also run QP Farm Mar-
ket, located at Route 66, across form the Win-
chester Café. Also open seven daysaweek, 8:30
am.-6:30 p.m. QP operates from late April to
Halloween.

The stand at Route 17 was built just after
WorldWar |1, but Gotta shasaways had astand
at one place or another on the stand. The farm
and corresponding stands employ 15 people.
At the two farm stands, you can by fresh fruits
and vegetables, pies, preserves, salsas, breads,
cookies, salad dressing, cider, with virtually all
of it homegrown or homemade.

Gotta's also offers more pick your own pro-
duce than just pumpkins. For the rest of the
month, visitors can also pick apples. The pick-
ing season will resume in June with strawber-
ries and then peaches in August.

For moreinformation concerning the maze,
call 342-1844 or visit www.gottasfarm.com.

East Hampton Police News

9/30 — Todd T. Bower Jr., 20, of 230 Old
West High St., was arrested for passing in a
no-passing zone and reckless operation, East
Hampton Police said.

9/30 — A 15 year-old malejuvenile was ar-
rested for disobeying signal of an officer, oper-
ating without a license, operating on a public
highway and unreasonabl e speed, police said.

10/2 — JamesP. Charland Sr., 40, of 17 Ter-
race Ave,, Taftville, was arrested for operating
amotor vehiclewithout insurance, police said.

10/10 — Scott M. Roth, 29, of 221 Swamp
Pike., Gilbertsville, PA, wasissued aticket for
failure to obey a stop sign, police said.

10/10 — Stephen Hils, 50, of 46 North Air-
line Rd., Wallingford, was arrested for operat-
ing under the influence of alcohol and failure
todriveright, police said.

Hebron Police News

10/16: Sharon Gauvin, 35, of 105B Sisson
St., East Hartford, was charged with DUI and
failure to make proper turn, State Police said.

10/13 — Nicholas E. Anderson, 26, of 90
Antony Ln., Westbrook, wasissued aticket for
speeding, police said.

10/14 — Jeffrey T. Grezetka, 28, of 80
Broadway St., Colchester, was issued a ticket
for speeding, police said.

10/14 — Deborah A. Ducki, 56, of 64 Childs
Rd., was issued a ticket for speeding, police
said.

10/14 — Kathryn M. Parker, 53, of 15
Flanders Rd., was issued aticket for failure to
obey astop sign, police said.

10/15 — Zack A. Yost, 20, of 91 Ellis St.,
New Britain, was arrested for misuse of plates,
operating without insurance, operating without
registration and operating without a license,
police said.

Portland Police News

10/16 — Dylan Cruz, 18, of 325 Old
Marlborough Tpke., was charged with posses-
sion of alcohol by a minor and failure to obey
stop sign, Portland Police said.

10/16 — A 17 year-old male was arrested
for possession of lessthan four ounces of mari-
juana, police said.

10/16 — A 16 year-old male was arrested
for possession of acohol by a minor, police
said.

East Hampton Citizens Celebrated at State of the Town Address

by Michael McCoy

St. Clements Castle wasfilled with about 150
smiling faceslast Thursday, Oct. 15 during East
Hampton'sfirst State of the Town Address.

After a cocktail hour and dinner, the main
course of the evening started with Town Man-
ager Jeff O’ Keefe offering his remarks. He
reminisced about the past year, hitting moments
like hisfirst visit to town, highlighting hisride
across the lake, escorted by the late Dennis
Griswold. He also mentioned hisfirst Red Sox
game (through Parks and Recreation).

O'Keefe also touched on the town’s recent
progress, mentioning the recent securing of
water at, appropriately enough, St. Clements’
Oakum Dock.

The town manager also thanked virtually
every staff member (both highly visible and
largely unsung) that makes the town run.
Among these was Executive Assistant Cathy
Sirais, who he called “the epitome of how I'd
like all staff to respond to citizen’'s concerns.”

O’ Keefe credited Siroisand Human Resources
Coordinator LisaSeymour with putting together
the event.

O'Keefe later showed gratitude toward the
current Town Council, saying, “It takes broad
shouldersto bein politics.” He presented each
council member with atrophy, each time nam-
ing some of their particular virtues. Challeng-
ing the notion that the council was nothing but
discord, O’ Keefe said that 77 percent of its 70
approved motions this past year were made
unanimously.

Finally, O’ Keefe thanked his wife, Donna,
saying that on many nights “she lay awake,
wondering if I'm ever coming home.”

Then State Senator Eileen Daily introduced
the evening’s keynote speaker, Bridgeport
Mayor Bill Finch, calling him “one of the most
good and decent people you'd ever want to
meet.”

Finch touched onissues both uniting (“This
isalovely, lovely town™) and contentious (call-
ing the state “ 169 fighting fiefdoms, prohibited
by law to cooperate”). He spent agood deal of
timetalking of education, and promoted income
differential for teachers, while challenging ten-
ure. He also said of histown, “| create all the
bad test scores that pull al of yours down.”

The evening ended with a ceremony of vol-
unteer awards, honoring excellence over thelast
year. They were law enforcement officer (East
Hampton Police Sgt. Garritt Kelly), volunteer
firefighter (Danny Burdick), Volunteer Ambu-
lance Association member (Tom Donnelly),
volunteer commission (Scott Bristol and Dan
Wolfram of the Brownfields/Redevel opment
Agency) and not-for-profit organization
(Friends of Lake Pocotopaug).

Most notably, Russ Oakes took home the
award for Citizen of theYear.

Last but not |east, were two awards not listed
in the program, which O’ Keefe called Stand-
ing Ovation Awards.

He recalled, as a child, seeing a certain
twinkle in his father’s eye that only happened
when he was at Lake Erie. “My dad died in
1982, and | never saw that look again...until |
came to East Hampton,” said O’ Keefe, speak-
ing about the late Dennis Griswold. Among
Griswold' sachievementsisthefounding of the
Friends of L ake Pocotopaug.

The other award went to Bob Heidel, who
passed away earlier this year. Heidel was an
active Republicanintown, whoispublicly most
remembered for his pursuit of water for the
town.

Alluding to the recently-secured water rights,
O'Keefe said, “Although Bob didn’t live long
enough to seeit to completion, indeed, because
of Bob and his dedication, it will be realized.”



Fifteen Candidates Seeking Seven Town Council Slots

by Michael McCoy

Facilities improvements, a potential town
water system and L ake Pocotopaug are among
the issues on the minds of the Town Council
candidates as they count down the days to the
Nov. 3 elections.

The 15 candidates—who arevying for seven
seats — come from all three political partiesin
town. The Chatham Party is putting up Kyle
Dostaler, Derek Johnson, John Jordon, Scott
Sanicki and Sue Weintraub. Democratic candi-
dates are Christopher Goff, Barbara Moore,
Nancy Ninesling, Jill Simko and John Tuttle.
Thom Cordeiro, Bill Devine, Town Council
Chair Melissa Engel, Ted Hintz Jr. and Judy
I sele represent the Republicans

Cordeiro, 41, is
seeking his second
straight term on the
council (hewasasoon
from 2001-05). Hesaid
heishoping to capital-
izeon*“somegood mo-
mentum” thetown has
worked up. Some ex-
amples he gave were
therecently-submitted
road improvement plan
by Public Works Di-
rector Keith Hayden —
“roads are probably the most visible thing that
residents see,” Cordeiro said — and the recent
water source acquisition at St. Clements. He
credited much of this momentum to Town Man-
ager Jeff O’ Keefe, who recently completed his
first year in East Hampton.

Cordeiro said awater system “ could beright
away,” asfar as channeling effort goes. But he
figured that finding funding could push it off
for abit. The 2007 rejection of the multi-mil-
lion dollar proposed water system, Cordeiro
said, “doesn’t mean we don’t need water.”
Cordeiro aso endorsed beefing up the town’s
economic devel opment, saying “weneed to try
to lure some businesses to town.”

Asfor Lake Pocotopaug, Cordeiro said he'd
like to see it “somehow less green in the next
two years” He added, “We talk about it, and
we talk about it,” but now it'stime for action.

He also touched on facilities, but said the
education component had to come first.
Cordeiro lamented the
day hischildren, two of
which are now in
middle school, might
use “the same [high
school] physics labs |
used 23 years ago.”

Cordeiroasosaidhe
looks forward to “re-
newing my friendship
with Scott Minnick.”
Minnick, a current % ;
member of the Town Efo
Council, isrunning for Devine
the Board of Educa-
tion. This means, Cordeiro noted, the two of
them will no longer bicker at meetings. “Our
friendship has been affected,” he said somberly.

Cordeiro, currently a marketing manager at
Stanley Works, haslived in town for 34 years.
He and hiswife Kim have three children.

Seeking his third straight term on the coun-
cil, Devine, 65, has afairly lengthy history in
town politics. He was on the Board of Finance
from 1981-87, and then the Town Council from
1987-91 (although technically, the council was
the Board of Selectmen until 1990). He also
served as State Liquor Commissioner from
1991-95.

Asfar asmagjor projectsgo, Devinesaid, “We
can’t do anything until the economy gets bet-
ter.” But he did name some things he figured
can’'t wait. This included replacing catch ba-
sins around the lake, improving the roads, ad-
dressing the high school, and replacing the Me-
moria School roof. Heendorsed thelarge-scale
facilities plan, which called for improvements
to al the schoolsin town aswell asTown Hall,
but said, “ That's gonnatake 10 to 20 years”

Devine expressed similar thoughts on a fu-
turewater system, but said, “We can start plan-
ning for it” He said he didn’t want a “private
water company totruck itin,” figuring the com-
pany would entice people with discounts and
then price gouge later.

Devine expressed his pleasure over the re-
cent securing of awater source, as well asthe
nearly-finished streetscape project, a project
that, he said, “came out beautiful.” Devinealso
endorsed drawing more business to the center
of town and Route 66 corridor. (Devinehasrun
Devine Jewelersinthetown center since 1978.)
He and hiswife, Ann, have one daughter.

Cordeiro

Dostaler has main-
tained a presence at
town hall for the past
four years. From 2005-
07, he served on the
Town Council, and has
nary missed a council
meeting since being
voted out two years

ago. 7K

When asked to ex- |
plain his running this
go-around, Dostaler :
said, “Really, | think Dostaler
it'sabout improving thetown | livein and want
to livein,” and added, “I want to run to fight
for quality of lifefor residents.”

As for the current council, Dostaler men-
tioned things he found “ upsetting to me.” One
of these was South Main Street’'s Belltown
Place saga. He said the Planning and Zoning
Commission“ defended [ South Main Street resi-
dents] very well,” but said the Town Council
undermined that work when they allowed the
aquifer stresstest that eventually legally deemed
there was enough water to support the proposed
development.

Dostaler said “we need to plan better ... we
need to ensure that we have aff ordable housing
for people.” But, he said, “The town is drag-
gingitsfeet.”

Dostaler also preached improving thetown’s
roads, as well as the senior center and library,
calling the latter “inarguably one of the most
important services that residents have.”

He also pushed for updates to the high
schools sciencelabsto
comply with the rec-
ommendations by the
New England Associa-
tion of Schools and
Colleges (NEASC),
saying, “Weneedtodo | &
something about that |
now; we can’t wait.”

However, he criti- |
cized the push toward ¥y
major projects like a @& T
townwide water sys- B W
tem, a new Town Hall Engel
and a revamp of Sears Park. Speaking about
these, he criticized the council, accusing them
of constantly shifting their priorities. “It's a-
most asif the Town Council is playing whack-
amole” he said.

Dostaler, 43, isalso chairman of the Chatham
Party. He and hiswife Mary Ann have lived in
town since 1998. Heworkswith hiswifein her
business MAD Communications, which spe-
cializesin Internet services and web devel op-
ment.

Engel said the current council has* madetre-
mendous progress,” and pointed to items like
Public Works Director Keith Hayden’sroad im-
provement plan, the facilities plan, the acquir-
ing of water rightsat St. Clementsand thelake
protection plan. She a so noted the recent merg-
ing of the lake and conservation commissions,
calling the move “long overdue.” Engel went
so far to call the current council “one of the
most effective...we’ve ever had.” Like
Cordeiro, she praised O’Keefe, as well as
former Public Works Director Bob Drewry, who
served as acting town manager for about ayear
before O’ Keefe.

Over the next couple years, Engel said she
hopesto beginrevising __
the charter, something '
she said is “way over-
due.” In the short term,
she also proposed to
stagger terms on the
Town Council; cur-
rently, all council mem-
ber termsruntwoyears.

Engel seemed ex-
cited to begin facilities
improvement, but not-
ing the size of the un-
dertaking, figured it's
“going to take some
thinking and doing.” She noted thereis a scar-
city of funds for such a large-scale improve-
ment, but said “ hopefully that will change,” and
asofigured, “Wecando piecesof it each year.”

However, Engel remarked, “1 don’'t like
spending other people’s money,” seemingly
hopeful that funding sources would be un-
earthed, something she similarly said about a
future water system.

Engel, whose husband is Raymond, haslived
in town since 1973, and runs Markham Mead-
ows. Sheisthemost senior member of the coun-
cil, having served for 10 years.

Goff

Goff, 37, said that,
likeeveryone, he seeks
to maintain East
Hampton’s “small
town, rural character.”
But hesaid thetrick is
figuring out how. “I
don’t think there can
be one opinion,” he
said.

Like many, Goff
cited L ake Pocotopaug
as a priority, and re-
ported that the town
recently applied for a
grant to this effect, which would include re-
placing nine of the lake's catch basins.

Asfar asfacilitiesgo, he promoted address-
ing the high school science labs, as well as
Memorial School’s roof. He also wants to ad-
dress Town Hall, the condition of which, he
said, is“disgusting.”

Goff praised the Water Task Force for re-
cently securing awater source and seemed anx-
iousfor “the next step.” Goff said “wehavelots
of businesses that would love to have the wa-
ter,” but added, “| really don’t seeit happening
over the next two years.”

Goff is seeking his second straight term on
the Town Council; he previously served from
2001-05. (Before that, he was on the Board of
Education from 1998-2001.) As for this most
recent term, he said he
was proud of his part
in adopting the senior
tax freeze initiative,
explored by a seven-
member committee
that hechaired. Hesaid
healsoplayedapartin
2001 creation of the |
town’s website, |
www.essthamptonct.org,
as well as its ongoing
evolution.

Goff is a lead
children’s services
worker at the state Department of Children and
Families. He is a lifetime resident and father
to three children.

For the past four years, Hintz, 39, has been
ontheBoard of Finance (BOF), andiscurrently
itschair. He said he now wantsto take that ser-
vice “astep further.”

During hisfour yearson the BOF, Hintz said,
two of the budgets have passed on the first ref-
erendum; he called this “a great accomplish-
ment.” He also noted the AAA bond rating the
town recently secured, which hecredited to“re-
sponsible authorization of debt.” When asked
if his budget approach would change on the
council, Hintz said no, and added, “As far as
I’m concerned, my duty has alwaysbeento the
taxpayer.”

Hintz said “three huge prioritiesfor thetown”
arepursuing grantsfor awater system, address-
ing facilitiesand fixing
L ake Pocotopaug.

Looking at the work
already completed,
Hintz counted the roads
as something well on
its way to being ad-
dressed. He also
praised the Town Coun-
cil for February’s deci-
sion to combine and
eliminate some of the |
boards and commis- "
sions in town. Hintz
said the council has been effective “in a very
short period of time for the town.” And, he
added, “| feel honored that I’ ve been at thefore-
front of the progressthat’s been happening over
the last two years.”

Hintz and hiswife Shannon have twin daugh-
ters. He and his sister run the financial plan-
ning company Hintz and Co., whilehea soruns
Hintz Financia Services, which speciaizesin
retirement. Both businesses arelocated in Port-
land.

Isele, also a current BOF member, called
getting abudget to thetaxpayers my big thing,”
something she focused on with the finance
board. She also praised the BOF's building up
the fund balance over the last several years.

If elected to Town Council, Isele said imple-
mentation of the road improvement plan would
be a priority, saying, “It seems like our roads
have been neglected for years.”

Shealso said she hoped to “ get past the nega-
tivity” that’s plagued the town, though she said
that was already improving. She praised
O'Keefe for helping the negativity to tail off,

Hintz

Isele

saying, “He’'s moti-
vated town employees,
he's  empowered
them.”

Isele included the
securing of a water |-
source and the recent
State of the Town event
as other examples of a
positive shift. On the
former, she said,
“You've gotta take
your first step to take
your second step.”

She also endorsed
both the pursuit of the facilities plan and awa
ter system, but figured they both depended on
securing grants.

Isele and her husband Tom have two kids.
They havelived intown since 2000. Now astay-
at-home mom, Isele spent 20 years as a Certi-
fied Public Accountant. She has been on the
BOF since 2003.

Johnson could not be reached for comment.
However, according to a Chatham Party press
release, heisapartner at the Hartford law firm
Ruben, Johnson, Morgan & Horan, PC. Heis
an adjunct professor of economics at UConn
as well. Johnson served on the Town Council
from 2005-07.

As for Jordon, much of his rhetoric is de-
voted to the lake, which makes sense since he
has spent the last three
years on first the Lake
Pocotopaug Commis-
sion, and then thejoint
Conservation-L ake
Commission. “Thelake
isonthe precipiceright
now,” he warned, and
reminded residentsthat
it's the largest natural
lake in the state.

“I've never held
[elected] palitical office
before; 1've never had
a desire to,” said
Jordon, but said the current administration pro-
voked him to run. “People get away with mur-
der,” he said, connecting this with his theory
that threelocal devel opersare major campaign
contributorsto the two major parties. “I'mtired
of peoplewho don’t even live hereinfluencing
the way we live”

Jordon, 63, called the parties the
“Republicrats’ and wondered, “Whoever heard
of three Republicansand two Democrats block
voting on every issue?’ Healsotook aim at the
packaged facilities proposal, figuring thetown
could not shoulder the cost, and said, “last time
| looked, [Governor] Jodi Rell’s pocketbook
was pretty empty.”

Clearly on his mind, however, were roads,
which hesaid were“awful” and described more
than once as“like Beirut.”

Jordon moved to town in 2001 and wasahigh
school teacher and college professor before
spending 40 years in the insurance industry,
most recently at TD Bank. He also has back-
groundsin marineand g
freshwater fishbiology. *
Heand hiswife, Susan,
have two daughters.

Moore, who is also
the chairman of the
Democratic  Town
Committee, said she'd
“be very honored” to
serve on the Town
Council. She said that,
before long, she'll be
retired, giving her even
moretimefor therole.
(Moore, 62, has run
Chatham Caterersin town for over 25 years.)

Moore was slow to find fault with the cur-
rent council, saying,“Considering all the dif-
ferent groups...1 realy do think they’re doing
agreat job, al of them.”

Currently amember of the BOF, Moore, said
“Fiscally, | would pay alot of attention to the
budget process.” Before her current termonthe
finance board, Moore aso served on it from
1997-2005.

Speaking on facilities, she said, “I think the
first thingwe need to do isaddresstheissuesat
the high school,” but as for the rest of the pro-
posed plan said, “I think at the moment, that’s
probably enough.”

M oore seemed pleased that the water source
at St. Clements was secured, and as for mov-
ing forward said, “ We have much to think about
in the future.” However, she predicted this
would not get rolling anytime soon.

Moore

Jordon
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Moore has lived in
town since 1968. She
has a husband,
Raymond, two children
and six grandchildren.

Ninesling, 50, isnew
to East Hampton poli-
tics, though she's lived
in town since 1982.
During that time, she’s
coached Little League,
youth basketball and
soccer, and has taught
CCD at St. Patrick’s
Church. She has been a member of the Old
Home Days Committee since 2003, and was
recently named itstreasurer. She said shefeels
shehas*“agood balance of abackground to help
East Hampton.”

Ninesling cited Lake Pocotopaug and the
pursuit of awater system aspriorities, and said
of thelatter, “1 think the first step is getting the
engineering done.” Speaking about a future
system, she said, “I think you need to be ready
todoit,” so grantscan beimmediately grabbed
when they become available. However, shesaid
that “might not be for five or 10 years”

Ninesling also endorsed implementing the
new lake plan, and said she wished to see the
Brownfields progress continue. She also said
shewasin favor of the large facilities plan, but
said, “I wouldn’t do it on the backs of the tax-
payers.”

Ninesling has also served on the board of
directorsat the Connecticut Natural Gas (CNG)
Credit Union, and isapast president. She spent
18 years at CNG, serving as a financia ana-
lyst. Sheiscurrently a stay-at-home mom, and
she and her husband David have two boys.

Sanicki said he feels he would be “a good
asset for the town,” and said his engineering
background would be especially helpful when
it comesto bidding and roadwork.

Speaking about the current Town Council,
Sanicki said some members are “effective at
what they do” but that
others “don’t go to
meetings.” He also
criticized O’ Keefe for
not getting back to resi-
dents who voice con-
cerns with issues like
laketreatmentsand ex-
ploring the trash ser-
vice. “That'sone of my
pet peeves,” he said.

As for the lake, he \
figured the town needs .
to moveonit, and said Simko
he was not as excited about the new lake action
plan asothers, given that he said it did not con-
tain the solution.

Addressing facilities, he said, “ There obvi-
ously has to be some changes to the town,”
specifying the police force cramped in the cor-
ner of Town Hall. However, he questioned the
proposed plan, and said, “You don’t need an
office for every individual person.”

Sanicki also worried about efficiency prob-
lems, and said the Main Street Bridge debacle
(the replacement of the bridge took severa
monthslonger than originally anticipated) was
in part the fault of the town. “The director of
public works should be absolutely plugged in,”
he said, adding, “It was atotal communication
gap that happened there.”

Sanicki called water “theloaded questionin
town right now.” He said securing the water
source was wise but disagreed with purchasing
the Greer property. He said he welcomed an
eventual water system, athough he added, “I
don’t think we should rush in to something.”
(He said it “hurt my head” when he recalled
O’ Keefe addressing American Distilling owner
Ed Jackowitz during the recent State of the
Town address and said, “We've got water for
you.”)

Sanicki, 31, moved to town in 2002 and cur-
rently worksfor Pratt & Whitney.

“|1 pretty much get involved with anything
that comes my way,” said Simko, 38. For the
last three years she has been active with the
Friends of Lake Pocotopaug, and from 2003-
07, she served on the BOF. She said she was
particularly proud of the Chatham Roundtables
initiative — a series of budget discussions with
the public —she helped lead during her time on
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the finance board.

Noting the differ-
ence between budget
approaches, Simko
said, “It puts[the coun-
cil] at a strong advan-
tage.” She explained
the BOF “do all the
work” and the council
gets to decide to ap-
prove or reject. “I'm
excited to be on the
other end of it,” she
chuckled.

Voicing her approval of the recent vote to
secure awater source, she said of afuture wa-
ter system, “1’d like to be a part of seeking out
grants, anything to lessen the burden on the tax-
payer.”

She also called for renovations to the high
school, but said of therest of the hugefacilities
proposal, “I would not jump into anything with-
out examining everything.”

Simko teaches science at Naylor Middle
School in Hartford and haslived in town since
shewas 6.

Tuttle said he's running again because “I
think there's still alot of work to be done.” At
thetop of thislist wasroads, and Tuttle said he
was anxious to implement the road improve-
ment. He also praised the Conservation-Lake
Commission for their submittal of alake pro-
tection plan last month, calling it “a valuable
document.” Tuttle suggested the council mov-
ing on the commission’s recommendations
sooner rather than later.

Tuttle also expressed pride over contribut-
ing to the hiring of Jeff O’Keefe, whom he
called “afirst class town manager.”

Tuttle, 48, who contributed heavily to secur-
ing the water right at St. Clements, named the
“pursuit of water” as another focal point. Re-
porting that funding has already been secured
for engineering the system, he promoted the ag-
gressive search of funding sources. “1 have no
intention of putting [it] on the backs of taxpay-
ers,” he pledged. —

As for facilities, ’
Tuttle said the high
school “can’t wait for-
ever” and called Town
Hall “inadequate” He
admitted “wecan'tdoit
al,” but worried that if
the town only pursued
updating the high
school sciencelabs, the
renovation project
might not beeligiblefor
al the potential state
funding.

Tuttleand hiswife, Mitzi, havetwo children
and have lived in town since 1998. Currently
thevice president of salesfor the hot dog com-
pany Nathan's Famous, Tuttle has been on the
council since 2007. He previously served on
the Board of Education from 2003-07

Weintraub, 56, isfinishing up her first term
ontheTown Council. “Therearealot of things
that I’m proud of,” she said, including backing
the senior tax relief, as well as the recently
adopted Wayfinding Signage Program.

Shealso called thelast two years* an educa-
tion | could not have paid for.” Prior to her time
on the council, she served for two years on the
Planning and Zoning Commission.

“It could always be better,” Weintraub said
of the current council’s performance. She spe-
cifically admonished the council for firing Jim
Thomas two years ago, before hisfirst day on
the job as town manager. She said Thomas
would “agreat resource for the town.”

“We have to have acommunity master plan,”
Weintraub said. While she endorsed a water
system “that will protect our small town char-
acter,” she said, “We need to have policies and
plansin place before we do that.”

Looking at infrastructure, Weintraub cham-
pioned “ safer roadsand bridges.” She also men-
tioned protecting the watershed and improving
the high school science labs. On the facilities
note, she said, “We need to address the needs
of our library. It'sdefinitel y outgrown its space.”

Weintraub haslived in town since 1988, and
hasrun her graphic design business, Weintraub
& Company, located in Middle Haddam, for
25 years. Her husband is Bud.

Tuttle

Weintraub

Four Proposals Passed at
Colchester Town Meeting

by Katy Nally

Residents approved four proposalsat atown
meeting last Thursday, Oct. 15, including a
right-to-farm ordinance and the acquisition of
open space on MacDonald Road.

The meeting room at Town Hall was filled
to capacity with residents who could vote for
or against the four questions. But no one op-
posed, and the four propositions passed unani-
mously. Residents even applauded after theright
to farm ordinance was passed.

Besides the right to farm and the land on
MacDonald road, residents also approved the
development of land in Westchester and a no-
leash law in the dog park.

First Selectman Linda Hodge said she was
“thrilled” that all four were unanimously passed
by residents. “ They represent alot of work done
by alot of different people,” she said.

The right-to-farm ordinance was drafted in
September and was discussed at several Board
of Selectmen meetings. At the Sept. 17, meet-
ing the board decided on a final draft of the
ordinance that adopted the state statute with
minimal changes. The state statute was passed
20 yearsago, but individual towns enact an or-
dinance soit pertainstolocal farming practices.

The ordinance protects farmers from com-
plaints regarding odor, noise, dust, pesticides
and water runoff caused by livestock and crops,
but it does not protect negligent or “reckless’
farmers.

“Thefact that it passed unanimously isjust
an endorsement of what a milestone thisisfor
the farmers,” Leslie Curtis, vice president of
the Colchester Land Trust, said. Curtissaid that
since aland study came out in 2007, the Land
Trust and local farmers have been trying to
adopt aright to farm ordinance for Colchester.
According to the study, it was the number one
priority of the farmers. She said the new law
will give farmers the “right to conduct their
businesses” “Thefarmerswerethrilled,” Hodge
added.

Hodge said the MacDonald Road proposi-
tionisalso “exciting” becauseit isachanceto
“expand our open space.” Thelandisa31-acre
plot adjacent to the Ruby Cohen property.

The land was purchased for $182,250, with
$140,000 coming from the town and $42,250
from the Colchester Land Trust. The $140,000
will come from two accounts; the open space
account and the land acquisition account.

LisaHageman, president of the Land Trust,
said shewas*“thrilled” about the acquisition of
the 31 acres. She said it “made sense that the
town should own it” and it will continue to be
used as an “outdoor education classroom.”

The acquisition has taken about five months
becauseit wasoriginally carried out incorrectly
in June. Hodge followed town charter proce-
dure for purchasing land and did not read an
ordinance written in 2003 that outlines how
open space should be purchased. The process
was restarted and the selectmen met with the
Board of Finance on Oct. 5 to finalize the pur-
chase.

Hodge said residentswere also pleased with
the leash law ordinance, which allows dogs to
run leash-lesswhen inside the dog park. How-
ever, according to Hodge, this ordinance is not
applicable, asthereisno dog park yet. She said
the project is still inits fundraising stages.

Lastly, the proposition that reinstated the
ownership of al12-lot parcel on Bull Hill Road
received |ess enthusiasm from residents, but it
still passed unanimously. According to Hodge,
a contactor received the rights to develop the
Westchester land, but the agreement expired on
May 20. The approval simply reinstated that
agreement between the town and the devel oper.

Overall, Hodge said she was very excited
about the four propositions. “Four very differ-
ent groups of people worked very hard,” she
said. “It was nice to see their hard work be
brought to areally positive conclusion.”



Portland Voters Face Choicefor First Selectman

by Michael McCoy

For the first time since 2003, First Select-
man Susan Bransfield has some competition.

When votersflock to the polls Tuesday, Nov.
3, they can choose between Bransfield, aDemo-
crat, and Republican challenger Sandra
Downes. Also, while he's not on the ballot, In-
dependent Lambros L ambrinides has been cam-
paigning around town in recent weeks, as a
write-in candidate for first selectman.

Bransfield, 54,
moved to Portland in
1982. From 1991-95,
she served on the
Board of Education
(BOE), and then spent
the next six years on
theBoard of Selectmen
(BOS). In 2001, she
lost a bid for first se-
lectman and spent the
next two years on the
Economic Develop- .
ment Commission. Bransfield
Since 2003, she hasbeen thefirst sel ectwoman.

Speaking of her first campaign for the posi-
tion, she remembered, “I was concerned with
thetown’sfinancial management and economic
needs.” She continued, “At that time we had a
lot of challenging budgets,” and Bransfield said
she sought to slow down the mill rate accelera-
tion.

After winning her 2003 bid, Bransfield said
shefirst started pushing for the revision of the
town’s Plan of Conservation and Devel opment,
which was completed in 2006. She then said
she immediately turned her focused to updat-
ing the zoning regulations, which were adopted
in 2007.

She also expressed pride over the hiring of
an economic development consultant in 2005,
and for bringing in businesses to town like
Cavaliere'sBakery on Main Street and ProMold
Plasticsin the old Sweet Waverly building.

Bransfield also noted
pleasure over the ap- £
proval of Portland BSs
TownPlace, a major
mixed-use develop-
ment slated for the old
Elmcrest property.
“That projectiswell on
itsway,” she said.

Bransfield named
her threeprioritiesif re-
elected as“ maintaining
sound fiscal policies,
promating and encour-
aging economic devel-
opment, and improving our infrastructure.” She
said the latter would include items like roads,
parks, schoolsand addressing the water system.

“There's a lot that still needs to be com-
pleted,” Bransfield said, noting that projects
don’t necessarily end just because a political
term does. “There's a fair amount of knowl-
edgethat’ snecessary for running atown,” some-
thing she said she felt she possessed.

She also noted that four of the six current
selectmen have served on the board during her
whole tenure as first selectmen — and al four
of these are up for re-election. “I’d be very
pleased to see the current board to continue. |
think we work together very well.”

Prior to running the town, Bransfield was
an education service specialist with the state
Department of Education’s Child Nutrition
Programs. She and her husband, Portland na-
tive Tom, have three adult children. Bransfield
called Portland “a great place to bring up a
family.”

Downes could not be reached for an inter-
view, but did speak to the Rivereast in June,
shortly after she announced her candidacy.

Downesin June called Portland Town-Place
—which at that time had not yet been approved
—a"“great opportunity.”
Among her concerns
was addressing the
town’swater supply.

In addition to col-
lecting Republican
votes, Downes said she
expected to garner
Democrat onesaswell,
and added, “There's
enough Independents |
we can actually win,
and we are going to
win.”

Senior counsel and
assistant vice president at The Hartford's Cor-
porate Law Group, Downes has practiced law
since 1990. She also has degrees in psychol-
ogy and education. Downes and her husband
Jim havelived intown since 2006. She hasthree

Downes
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Lambrinides

adult children. Upon
moving to Portland,
she immediately got
involved with the Re-
publican Town Com-
mittee, of which sheis
vicechairman.. Sheis
also activethe Bartlett
Hill Association.

Lambrinides, 64,
announced he was
running this summer 4
after considering the
idea for a while and, Ander son
he said, hearing people tell him, “I’d vote for
you.”

Lambrinides added that when he heard a
Republican was running this year, he thought,
“Itwould bemoreinteresting if therewerethree
people” When asked why he's running as an
Independent, Lambrinides, an unaffiliated voter,
replied, “I don't want to owe anybody any-
thing.” Though brand new to Portland palitics,
Lambrinideshaslivedintown for quiteawhile,
since he was ayear old to be exact.

“| think the town needs a new direction, for
lack of a better word,” Lambrinides said. He
said he feels the current selectmen “bite off a
lot morethan they can chew sometimes,” leav-
ing priorities like road improvements unat-
tended to.

Speaking of roads, he questioned the wis-
dom of the streetscape project at the south end
of Main Street. “Many people, including my-
self, don't think it should be done.”

On the other hand, he proposed, “We have a
water issuethat’sbeen
lingering for a long
time.” Lambrinides
said he'sbeen canvass-
ing door-to-door, and
hasheard that asacon-
cern many times. “1'd
take a look at any-
thing,” he said about
resident concerns. _

Lambrinides, now
retired, spent 20 years /\
at Pratt & Whitney as s '
an electronic systems Chudzik
technician. He also
worked for Middlesex Signs, abusiness started
by hisfather.

* k %

The Republicans and Democrats are each
running four candidates for the other six seats
on the Board of Selectmen. The Republicans
are John H. Anderson, Carl Chudzik, Thomas
Nash and Matthew Rice. The Democratic hope-
fulsare Mark Finkelstein, Brian Flood, Sharon
Peters and Kathleen Richards.

Though he could not be reached for com-
ment, Anderson provided the Rivereast with
information during the 2007 election. Married
with two children, Anderson isalifelong resi-
dent. He works at Anderson Farm Supply, a
Portland business started by his grandfather,
JohnV. Anderson.

Anderson has served on the BOS since 2003.
Prior to that, he served as a constable from
1979-84.

The most immediateimpression Chudzik, 57,
gave was his love for Portland and serving it,
rarely obscured be- | Y .
causeof hisupbeatcis P s T
position. “The most F £ % Y

important thing is to

come out and serve o =,
your community,” he .', \v; C"" "
said. “1 live giving to i’a L™
thetown; | lovegiving M

to people.” '

Chudzik has sat on
the BOS since 2007,
after spending two
yearson the Conserva
tion Commission. This
seems at the front of his mind, as his love for
nature is apparent, specifically his sealegs.

Chudzik proposed that natural recreation ar-
eas and development can coexist quite nicely,
figuring, “We' re not going in and clear-cutting.”

He also mentioned afree swimming spot and
free-range dog park asenticing optionsfor town
recreation. “We have some beautiful raw jew-
els” he said of the town’s geography, figuring
they could be exploited without being compro-
mised.

Turning to the economy, Chudzik recog-
nized, “We need business in town, obviously,”
and said, “It’s getting tough on people.”

Chudzik runs Chudzik Reality. He and his
wife Jo Ann have one daughter. He moved to
town in 1986 “to be on the pond,” alluding to
his home on Jobs Pond.

Finkelstein said he thinks Bransfield “has

wag.

Finkelstein

done a superior job as
first selectman,” and
added, “Most of the
accomplishments are
hers, and we're her
support staff.” One of
these accomplish-
ments, hesaid, wasthe
mill rate increasing
just .25 mills during
the last two years.

Healso said, “What
| especially like about
thisboardiswe'reable
to work together for
the benefit of thetown,” crediting both Repub-
licans and Democrats. He said this could not
be said of al past boards of selectmen. “ There
was alot of infighting years ago,” he said.

Finkelstein said the 2010 budget processwill
be “challenging,” but figured, “We'll see what
we can afford and create a budget.”

Over the next coupleyears, he said he seeks
to maintain the town’s infrastructure, address-
ing issues like roads,
water, and sewer. He
also counted
shepherding the police
and volunteer fire de-
partment ascrucial. “I
think we'revery lucky
intown,” hesaid of the
last tow groups.

Finkelstein, 62, isa
lifetime resident, and
also sits on the boards
of directors for both
the Connecticut Asso- Nash
ciation of Health Care Facilitiesand the Ameri-
can College of Health Care Administrators.

Professionally, heisvice president of Hughes
Health and Rehabilitation, Inc in West Hart-
ford. He and his wife Donna have three adult
children. HE' sbeen onthe BOSfor seven years.

Flood, the deputy first selectman, is finish-
ing up his second term on the BOS. He said
“public service is important,” and seemed to
beinspired to get involved not only from grow-
ing up in town, but by his father Tom's
volunteerism in town.

Flood moved to town when he was ayoung
child. Prior to histime on the BOS, Flood was
assistant coach for
American Legion
Baseball.

“I’'mjust proudto be
part of Susan’sadmin-
istration,” he said, add-
ing, “We're lucky to
have her.” Flood said
the current BOS
“works very well to-
gether,” and chalked
even that up to
Bransfield. “ She getsit

Flood

done,” he said. Peters

Flood said that dur-
ing the next two years, “We need to keep going
along asweare”

Though admitting that budgets are unpredict-
able, he seemed confident of the 2010 process:
“Aslong aswe continue to manage the money,
we should continue to improve.”

Flood, 42, isan attorney at Moore, O’ Brien,
Jacques & Yelenak in Cheshire.

Nash, 65, moved to town in 2002 and said
running for the BOSwas“ something I’ve been
contemplating for several years.” He said
government’s local level is“where the rubber
meets the road.”

However, Nash said he ssmply did not have
the time to devote to it until now, and owned
up to being a “true novice.” (Nash is a risk
management analyst for American Eagle Credit
Union, and just recently cut his commute sig-
nificantly since being transferred from
Naugatuck to Glaston-bury.) “If you're going
to get involved,” he said, “you need to commit
yourself.”

Referring to previous comments made by
Downes, Nash said, “1 think Sandy said it best.
We need to listen to the people in the town.”

To thisend, Nash said the survey conducted
by the Republicans said people want more op-
portunities for children’s recreation. This
prompted him to mention the recent push for
converting the old town reservoir into aswim-
ming hole. He figured the town had no short-
age of ball fields, but the addition of walking
and biking trails would be great.

Commenting on the
current BOS, he said,
“1 believethey'vetried
to do the best they
can.” However, in-
stead of elaborating,
he added, “We'll let
the election decide
that.”

“I"'m willing to do
the work,” he prom-
ised. “I look forward
toit and welcomeit.”

Nash, a Danielson
native, said of Port-
land, “In many respects it reminds me of the
town | grew up in,” and likened it to “a com-
fortable sweatshirt you put on when you get
home at night.”

Nash hasawife named Gloria, two stepsons
and two grandchildren.

Peters has served on the BOS since 2005.
She said she's running again “to continue to
assist in moving our town forward.”

During her tenure on the board, Peters said
shewasglad to help make surefundswere avail-
able to complete the Plan of Conservation and
Development, aswell asupdate the zoning regu-
lations. In addition she praised the board for
keeping taxes|ow while " maintaining the same
level of services”

Going forward, Peters, 46, hoped to address
blight, opining that the issue was lack of en-
forcement. Peters said she hoped to look for
creativewaysof doing so, noting New Britain’s
recent decision to placelienson propertieswith
blight.

Asfor the enforcement problem, Petersfig-
ured, “The court system isoverburdened.” She
said sinceblight isdealt with criminally, it falls
quite low on the level of priorities.

When asked about
the budget, Peters, re-
ferring to the last one,
said, “Hopefully, our
next budget go-round
won't be as difficult or
Draconian, asthey say.”
However, she credited
the 2009 version pass-
ing on one referendum
tothe BOS's “transpar-
ent” approach to com-
munication, crediting
the lion’s share to
Bransfield.

Peters, a mother of two, runs her own law
practice in Portland, her hometown for 40
years. She specializes in child protection and
criminal law, and is a Certified Child Welfare
Law Specidist. Prior to her time on the BOS,
she served on the PZC (2001-03) and EDC
(2003-05.)

“| just want to contribute to the community,”
said Rice, 33, who moved to town in 2006.

Remarking on the sitting BOS, Rice said, “|
think the town isready for a change and fresh
ideas. | think the current board iskind of stale.”
He also criticized them for “spending our
money in the wrong areas.”

“We need to be focused on saving,” he said.
“1 don’t think the town can run with any kind
of deficit.”

Rice championed business devel opment and
increasing the tax base, aswell as“more com-
munity based services,” specificaly “something
for thekids.” He proposed creating something
free for town users like turning the reservoir
into aswimming hole or opening ateen center.

A broker with Village Mortgage in
Torrington, Rice a so hasawife named Maxine.

Richards, 57, seemed nothing but positive
reflecting on her six years on the BOS. (Prior
to this, she spent two years on the BOE.)

In the future, she said she hoped to see the
BOSworking more closely with Economic De-
velopment Consultant Mary Dickerson. Shefig-
ured town residents deserved a break form
shouldering the tax burden, but added, “| think
we'reimproving on that.”

However, she did commend the BOS for
halting the mill ratein 2008 and raising it just
.25 millsthisyear. She also praised the current
BOS, noting the lack of controversy. When
thereisdisagreement, she said, “We cantalk it
out.”

Richards and her husband, Bill, manage the
Connecticut division of Henkels & McCoy in
town. She hastwo children, four grandchildren,
and has lived in town since 1966.

Rice

i

Richards



From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

It hasn’t gotten awhole ot of attentionin
thelettersto the editor pages of the Rivereast,
as most of them have concerned political en-
dorsements, or the veterans tax situation in
Marlborough, or the ongoing soap operathat
is East Hampton, but there've been somein-
teresting goings-on in Hebron as of late.

For starters, there's the situation with the
town finance director, Jim Day. As Sarah
McCoy reported last week, the town placed
him on administrativeleave, amovethat may
or may not have had to do with a letter he
sent to the Board of Selectmen earlier this
month alleging, among other things, that he
had been asked to illegally stalk a Hebron
resident to determineif they werelivingina
home without a certificate of occupancy, and
to keep quiet about a budgeting deficit.

Well, last Thursday (after the Rivereast
went to press), the Board of Selectmen opted
to fire him outright. The selectmen didn’t
even do it in executive session, either. They
tried, but Day, saying he felt he had nothing
to hide, asked them to go ahead and render
their decision at the public portion of the
selectmen’s meeting. So they did, and voted
5-0to let him go.

The unanimousdecision to fire Day means
the town needs to search for both a finance
director and atown manager. That's because,
alsolast Thursday (it wasabusy night for the
Hebron Board of Selectmen), it was an-
nounced that thetrio of town employeeswho
had been serving as town manager wish for
the arrangement to be just a temporary one,
and want to eventually be able to return to
their normal jobs.

TheBoard of Selectmen, asyou may know,
had been |ooking at making the three-person
town manager a permanent thing in Hebron,
so now they’re going to start looking for a
new town manager again. | think thisisgood
news, because | thought the three-person town
manager thing was a bad idea from the start.

| covered Hebron for three years as are-
porter — and, if | do say so myself, | did a
pretty good job. I've seen al that the town
manager does, and it's a lot. Even if you
spread those responsibilities across three
people, it'sstill alot, when you consider those
three people still had their normal full-time
jobs to deal with. (And those positions are
nothing to sneeze at either; the three sharing
the town manager role are Public Works Di-
rector Andrew Tierney, Town Planner Michael
O’Leary and Executive Assistant Donna
Lanza.) There’'sonly so much one person can
juggle before something gives.

Hebron’s a growing town, and an impor-
tant one in the area (seeing as how it's the
home base for the RHAM middleand schools
and the AHM youth service bureau, al of
which serve Andover and Marlborough resi-
dents as well). It deserves its own, full-time
manager. I’ m glad the selectmen are going to
start looking for one again.

* % %

As I've written here before, my mother’'s
whole side of the family is from the south,
and I've spent agood deal of time there over
the years. So | know from firsthand experi-
ence the stereotype about southernersis, like
all stereotypes, unfair. They’re not all racist,
Bible-thumping rednecks. And some of them
even dare not to vote Republican. So, it pains
me when stories such as this one actually do

take place in the south. It just makes it that
much harder to explain to peoplethat.....well,
they’re not al that way.

| read over the weekend about the justice
of the peacein Louisianawho refusesto marry
interracial couples, because he doesn’t think
those types of marriages last long. The man,
Keith Bardwell, told the Associated Pressthat
this doesn’t make him a racist. He used the
classic defense of “I’'m not a racist; | have
black friends,” and said he's married black
couples. “They come into my home, | marry
them, they use my bathroom,” hetold the AP.
(I found the “they use my bathroom” line to
be particularly revolting, asif Bardwell thinks
he should be commended for daring to let a
black man use his bathroom.)

First of all, refusing to marry aninterracial
couple does indeed make you a racist. It's
practically thetextbook definition of theword.
You' re discriminating against someone based
on the color of their skin.

Secondly, if you're worried about the mar-
riage failing, then why are you still ajustice
of the peace in the first place? If half of al
marriages end in divorce, then whatever
couple Bardwell marries, regardless of race,
hasa50-50 chance of not |asting. Thosearen't
great odds. But Bardwell marries people any-
way, aswell he should. People are people, not
statistics.

Bardwell further defended himself by say-
ing that, based on people he's talked to and
interracial marriageshe's observed, achild of
an interracial couple is not readily accepted
by black society or white society, and he
doesn’t want to hel p put children through that.
Also, hetellsinterracial couplesof justices of
the peace who will marry them.

But, actions speak |ouder than words. (And
his words spoke loud enough to begin with,
in such wonderfully evolved statementsas, “I
just don’t believe in mixing the races that
way.”) It's discrimination, plain and simple.
Hopefully, Bardwell will take a cue from that
integrated toilet he so proudly boasted about,
and will stop acting like the racist he says he
isn't.

* % %

Asl writethis, it hasn't yet been set in stone,
but it surelookslikeaYankees-PhilliesWorld
Series—ak.a, the World Series From Hell —
might happen. |'ve watched at least part of
most World Series over the years (although |
admit | didn’t watch any of the 2006 matchup
between the Cardinalsand the Tigers. You may
recall the Mets lost the NLCS that year in
seven games. | was at Game 7, got to see
Yadier Molinahit atwo-run homer off Aaron
Heilman in the top of the ninth to give the
Cardinals the lead, and then Carlos Beltran
take a called third strike with the tying runs
on base to end the game. Watching the World
Series that followed was just too painful to
even consider). But | don’'t know if I'll beable
to watch this one. Who do you root for? |
know, | know, go with the lesser of two evils.
For a Mets fan, though, who would that be?
There's no right answer to that question.

So, | instead bring words of solaceto Mets
fans and Red Sox fans, and fans of the other
26 teams that won't be playing baseball next
week: It's only about 115 days until pitchers
and catchers report for spring training.

* % %

See you next week.

Obituaries

Colchester
Caroline A. Schauble

Caroline A. Schauble of Colchester, formerly
of Windsor Locks, died Monday, Oct. 19, at
Wadsworth Glen Health Care and Rehabilitation
in Middletown, where she had lived for the past
year.

Born and raised in Crown Point, NY, she at-
tended nursing school at Jersey City Medical
Center and became a registered nurse. She mar-
ried John J. Schauble Sr., of Paterson, NJ, and
they lived briefly in Indiana before moving to
Windsor Locks in 1952. Caroline was a home-
maker and raised five children before returning
to nursing in the 1970s as a charge nurse at
Windsor Hall Nursing and Rest Homein Windsor.
After thedesth of her husband in 2005, she moved
to Colchester, where she lived for two years with
her daughter and son-in-law.

She is survived by her five children: Jeanne
Schauble of Bowie, MD; Leona Schauble of
Nashville, TN; Peggy Messerschmidt and Fritz
Messerschmidt of New Britain; Sue Murphy and
Edward Murphy of Colchester; and John
Schauble, Jr., and RebeccaDay of Akkokeek, MD.
She is also survived by one grandson, Karl
M esserschmidt of New Britain, and asister, Helen
Majury of Wayne, NJ.

No memoria servicewill be held. Care of ar-
rangements has been entrusted to the Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester. For online
condolences, visit www.auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Portland

Karen. L. Miller

Karen. L. (Kirsche) Miller, 60, of Glastonbury,
beloved wife of Ronald A. Miller, died Saturday,
Oct. 17, at Middlesex Hospital. Born Nov. 2,
1948, in Middletown, daughter of Richard W.,
Jr., and Margaret (Anderson) Kirsche of Portland,
she was raised in Portland and had lived in
Glastonbury for the past 23 years.

She was a business analyst trainer for ING.
Karen was a graduate of Portland High School,
Class of 1966, and earned an associate’s degree
from CCSU. She was a member of the Zion
Lutheran Church, Portland, and a volunteer for
Reach for Recovery and Drivefor Recovery with
the American Cancer Society.

Besides her husband and parents sheissurvived
by a son and daughter-in-law, Garrett A. and
Lindsey G. Miller and their son Jacoby A. Miller
of Minot, ND, a daughter Megan A. Miller of
Glastonbury and her partner KyleT. Fisher of East
Hampton; asister and brother-in-law PaulaA. and
Craig H. Brown and their daughter Rachael
“Sweet Pea” Brown of Portland, her mother-in-
law Helen Miller of East Hartford.

She was predeceased by a brother, Peter R.
Kirsche.

Funeral service was Thursday, Oct. 22, in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 183 Williams St., Port-
land. Burial private. Friendscalled at the Mulryan
Funeral Home, 725 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury,
on Wednesday, Oct. 21.

In lieu of flowers, memoria donations may be
made to the Susan G. Komen for the Cure, 350
Church St., Lobby Level, Hartford, CT. 06103 or
to the Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation, 5526
West 13400 South, No. 510, Salt Lake City, UT
84096.

East Hampton

Anne Marie Ouellette

Anne Marie Ouellette, 80, of East Hampton,
widow of Roger A. Ouellette, died Sunday, Oct.
18, at Hartford Hospital. Born Sept. 17, 1929 in
Fall River, MA, she was the daughter of the late
Jean B. and Rose (Lafierrere) Ouellette, and re-
sided in East Hampton since 1957.

Before her retirement, she was aseamstressfor
the John Meyer Clothing Company in Norwich.
She was a communicant of St. Patrick Churchin
East Hampton where shewas activein the Ladies
Guild for many years.

She is survived by her three sisters, Louise
Fletcher of Rhode Island, Jean Posse of Massa-
chusetts, and Virginia Kadelski of Hebron; aso
many nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by a brother, Roger J.
Ouellette, and two sisters, Marguerite Ouellette
and Pauline Tremblay.

Thefuneral procession|eft the Spencer Funeral
Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, on Thurs-
day, Oct. 22, followed by the funeral liturgy at 10
am.in St. Patrick Churchin East Hampton. Burial
will be Saturday, Oct. 24, at 11 am. in Notre Dame
Cemetery in Fall River, MA. Friendscalled at the
Spencer Funeral Home on Wednesday, Oct. 21.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to the East Hampton Volunteer Ambu-
lance Assoc., P.O. Box 144, East Hampton, CT
06434, or to Alzheimer's Assoc., 279 New Brit-
ain Rd., Kensington, CT 06037.

To leave online condolences, visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Marlborough
Nancy Strong

Nancy Strong, 62, beloved wife of Bruce
Strong Sr., died Friday, Oct. 16, at Marlborough
Health Care. Born May 29, 1947, in Biddleford,
ME, she was the daughter of Genevieve (Jones)
Evans and the late Charles Evans. She had lived
in East Hampton and Middletown for most of her
life. She had been employed at Community Ac-
tion of Greater Middletown before her retirement.

Besides her mother and husband, she is sur-
vived by a son, Bruce Strong Jr. of East Hamp-
ton; two daughters, Wendy Coleman and Jenni-
fer Strong, both of East Hampton; a brother,
Charles Evansof East Hampton; two sisters, Rose
Evans of Middletown and Donna Read of East
Hampton; and five grandchildren.

Funeral services were held Tuesday, Oct. 20,
at the Spencer Funeral Home, 112 Main St., East
Hampton.

East Hampton

Barbara Marie Dumond

BarbaraMarie (Belanger) Dumond, 84, of East
Hampton, widow of Joseph E. Dumond, died
Monday, Oct. 19, at Middlesex Hospital. Born
Jan. 9, 1925 in Grand Falls, New Brunswick,
Canada, she was the daughter of the late George
and Mary Ann (Mockler) Belanger. Shehad lived
in East Hampton since 1955.

Barbara was a graduate of St. Joseph High
School in Grand Falls, New Brunswick, agradu-
ate of Hotel Dieu Hospital School of Nursing in
Campbellton, New Brunswick in 1946, and in
1947, received her Nursing Certificate from the
Province of New Brunswick. Barbarahad worked
as a private duty nurse in Edmundston, Canada,
and then at St. Joseph Hospital inVan Buren, ME,
St. Mary’s Hospital in Lewiston, ME, and St.
Francis Hospital in Hartford.

Barbara was a volunteer at Middlesex Hospi-
tal, the Well Child Clinic in East Hampton, the
Youth Services and the Red Cross Bloodmobile.
She was a communicant of St. Patrick Church in
East Hampton, past president of the Ladies Guild,
past president of the Knights of Columbus Aux-
iliary, past president of the Bell Town Garden
Club, former member of St. Patrick’s Choir, and
aformer CCD Teacher at St. Patrick Church. Bar-
bara loved to golf and play Bridge with her
friends.

Sheissurvived by her four daughtersand their
husbands, Carole and Kenneth Faraci of
Middletown, Sallie Milardo of Middletown,
Sandraand Peter Swider of Salem, and Dawn and
Owen Flannery of East Hampton; three sons and
their wives, Frank and Melinda Dumond of East
Hampton, Peter Dumond of East Hampton, Mark
and Connie Dumond of Colchester; three sisters,
Claudette McManus, Marina McCormick and
Judith Grant; 14 grandchildren, Amber Eckert,
Justin Milardo, Brent Milardo, Audra Swider,
Nicholas Swider, Ashlee Dumond, Matthew
Dumond, Damien Dumond, Michael Flannery,
Mark Flannery, Kimberley Ballard, Randall
Dumond, Christopher Dumond and Shelby
Dumond; two great-granddaughters, Grace
Flannery and Karter Ballard.

She was predeceased by a brother, George
Belanger Jr., and a granddaughter, Michele
Milardo.

The funera procession will leave the Spencer
Funeral Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, to-
day, Friday, Oct. 23, at 10:15 am. followed by a
funeral liturgy at 11 am. in St. Patrick Church,
East Hampton. Burial will follow in St. Patrick
Cemetery. Friends called at the funeral home on
Thursday, Oct. 22, from 5-8 p.m. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to St. Patrick Church
Renovation Fund, PO. Box 177, East Hampton,
CT 06424. To leave online condolences, visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.




