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Rocking Around the Clock... The Marlborough Congregational Church Junior
High Youth Group will hold a “rockathon” Saturday, April 18, to benefit
Marlborough resident Jordan Hyde, who was seriously burned in a 2008
backyard explosion. SittingisBrian Beauregar d; standing, from left, are Tiffany
Caye, Jacob Turner, Andrew Ketchum, Jared Rand, Kendra Walz and Alicia
Sedgewick. For more infor mation on the “rockathon,” see story on Page 25.

Library Supporters
Criticize Cuts

by Michael McCoy

When budget season rollsaround in Portland
each year, the Board of Selectmen workshop
dealing withthe publiclibrary israrely astand-
ing-room-only event.

This year's workshop, held Tuesday night,
was an exception.

In her 2009-10 budget proposal, First
Selectwoman Susan Bransfield has proposed
$155,650 worth of library cuts—including lay-
offsof four library employees—and thisled to
about 60 people packing the library’s Mary
Flood Room, which hosted Tuesday’s work-
shop. (Throughout the evening, several people
would note how often the library hosted meet-
ingsjust like thisone.)

During the workshop, Board of Selectmen
(BOS) member Mark Finkelstein named his
three top priorities for the town as education,
public safety, and infrastructure maintenance.

Portland Library Director Janet Nocek re-
sponded by asking, “Do you not consider the
library an educational support?’ This was the
first of the evening’s many assertions that the
library is deeply involved in the education of
the town’s students.

While operating the library certainly costs
the town money, Nocek said that last year, the
library actually brought it $15,000 in revenue,
and she suggested that shortened hours would
result in less revenue. (Bransfield said she an-
ticipated $7,500 in library fines during the cur-
rent year and $9,500 the following year.)

Thelibrary board has stated that the proposed
four layoffs would result in the elimination of
103 staff hours. As aresult, Nocek said the li-
brary hours would have to be cut from 52 per

Three Take Over for Hebron Town

by Sarah M cCoy

Three longtime town employees have been
selected to temporarily fill the void left by the
sudden departure of Hebron Town Manager
Jared Clark.

Theformal title of interim town manager has
been given to Public Works Director Andy
Tierney. However, the responsibilities of the
position will be equally split between Tierney,
Executive Assistant to the Town Manager
Donnal anza, and Town Planner Mike O’ Leary.
It was necessary to name an individual thein-
terim town manager in order to satisfy town
charter requirements.

Inlate January, Clark announced hisplanned
retirement for theend of 2009. In aletter dated
March 12, however, Clark advanced hisresig-
nation to mid-April. But his actual last day in
officewas Friday, March 27; Clark will usehis
remaining vacation and personal time which
carries him until that April date.

Inaresignation letter submitted to the Board
of Selectmen (BOS) Clark attributed his deci-
sion to step down early to changes in the role
of the town manager in Hebron as well as the
“irreparable” working relationship with one

selectman.

According to BOS vice chair Mark Stuart,
the change in roles came from the selectmen
wanting to have a clearer understanding of
Clark’s job, so they could better conduct a
search for the next town manager. “We had
months of timeto get in close to the town man-
ager and know what he'sdoing in order to make
an informed decision for our next hire,” Stuart
said earlier thisweek. “Apparently, Jared found
that objectionable.”

In the letter, Clark stated that the board's
desire not to have him represent the town in
outside meetings without another staff mem-
ber present transformed the town manager role
“toward that of an administrative assistant to
the Board [of Selectmen.]”

Clark said hisgreatest disappointment came
when hisactionsto apply for Small Town Eco-
nomic Assistance Program (STEAP) funding
for the Peters House were interpreted by some
selectmen aspolitical and unprofessional. Late
last year, Clark applied for $400,000in STEAP
funding to convert the controversial Peters
House, located at 150 East St., to municipal

offices. Dueto an application deadline, he sub-
mitted the paperwork beforethe BOS could vote
onit. The BOSater approved of him filing the
grant application by acount of 3-2, with Stuart
and fellow Democrat Brian O’ Connell dissent-
ing. At the time, Stuart criticized the grant ap-
plication, calling it a politically-motivated
move.

“Some of the selectmen disagreed with how
the STEAP grant went down. Not everyoneis
going to agree al thetime, especially onanis-
sue that has become as emotional asthe Peters
House,” Stuart said this week. “There's that
saying, ‘If it'stoo hot in the kitchen, get out.” If
that’s Jared’s reason for leaving, okay.”

BOS chair Jeff Watt said hetakesfull respon-
sibility for the STEAP grant incident because
he knew what was going on but didn’'t believe
theentireboard could be called together on short
notice. Instead, Watt allowed Clark to move
ahead with the grant application, as he wanted
to submit it before the deadline. “What he was
trying to do was handle a situation with a short
deadline,” Watt said. “I think he took it more
personally than maybe he should have”

week to 40. And library staff wouldn’t be able
to provide the same level of service that they
provide during the current 52-hour week,
Nocek said.

While Nocek pleaded that the selectmen re-
storethe cut staff, she did say therewereafew
places where the library budget could be cut
that would impact services less severely. She
also suggested cutting the conferences, train-
ing and dues line item from $3,250 to $2,050.
She also said periodicals and programs could
be cut — and expressed hope that private enti-
tiesmay step up and pick up the slack.

If there have to be staff cuts, Nocek said,
“we do have volunteers who are wonderful.
[But] inthelong run, we'll al be better off with
trained staff.”

Library Board member Lorraine Nevilleaso
spoke, and appeal ed to the Board of Selectmen
on two counts, the first being library security.
Accordingto Neville, fromtimetotime, people
who do not belong in the library wander in,
including intoxicated individuals. With less
staff at the front desk present to head such
people off, Neville worried that it was only a
matter of time before an unwel come patron said
something inappropriate to someone, be it a
child or otherwise. “ Do you really want to deal
with this?’ she asked the selectmen.

Admitting that this next point might come
off as pretentious, Neville said another aspect
to the library boiled down to “civilization.”
Neville continued that acivilized society must
make any and all sorts of information avail-
able to its people. She added that it's impor-

SeeLibrary on Page 2

Manager

The three individuas taking over the job
bring nearly 50 cumulative years of experience
in Hebron. “We know the town and know how
it works,” Tierney said earlier this week. “By
handling thisin house we can provide greater
continuity of services.”

Lanza agreed. “It will be business as usual
here” shesaid.

In addition to hisresponsibilitiesat thetown
garage, Tierney will take on the day-to-day re-
sponsihilities of the town manager, as well as
overseeing the parks and recreation, fire and
police departments.

O’ Leary will overseethelibrary, senior cen-
ter, potential grant opportunities, the Village
Green District and the Peters House.

Lanza will work with the town’s financial
department, the town clerk, personnel issues
and assist with the hiring of a new, permanent
Town Manager.

Each of the three individuals will be com-
pensated at arate of $2,293 a month for their
additional responsibilities. The team will be
effective until June 25, as per charter regula-

See Manager on Page 2



Library continued from Front Page
tant to “feed the soul, feed the heart before feed-
ing the body.”

Neville said she's “not a person who says,
‘Hot dog! My taxeshave beenraised.” But, she
said, she'd be happy to pay extrafor such ser-
vices asthelibrary.

Friends of the Library president Stephanie
Tatro seemed desperatefor the selectmentofind
money elsewhere to make up for the proposed
library cuts. One strategy she suggested was
charging a$25 feeto the many groupsthat meet
inthelibrary.

While Tatro said “it’s not our place to pay
for salaries; that’s not what the Friends are
about,” she said the organization “will do the
best that we can...to support the library within
the allowances of the charter.”

Library Board chair Susan Alyson Young
also spoke, and said that “from the lowest eco-
nomic to the highest economic, we are al li-
brary users”

However, Young seemed concerned that,
giventhecuts, theamended library hourswould
not meet the needs of the entire community.
The Library Board has suggested that, if the
staff cuts are made, the library would close ev-
ery weeknight at 6 p.m. instead of 8 p.m., and
would only be open for a half day on Satur-
days. Young figured that, while senior citizens
may ook to the library during the day, work-
ing people and studentsrely onit at night.

“Thisisnot just alibrary, it's a community
servicehall,” Young said, and added that if you
take away library access, “you take away our
ability to communicate with the rest of the
world.” (Young said thelibrary used to be open
until 9 p.m. and the students “were here” right
up until closing.)

Directly addressing the selectmen, Young
said, “ You guys have suggested decimating the
library’sbudget.... You'vegot to find someplace
else. You've got to.”

Young then told everyone in the audience
who was wearing red (a sign of solidarity to
the library) to rise. Though about 20 people
were wearing red, the vast mgjority of people
in the room stood up.

(During the section of the budget workshop
that dealt with police —which occurred imme-
diately after the library portion — Young told
the selectmen that with the truncated library
hours* all the teenagersare going to be out there
raising hell.” So, she beckoned the selectmen
to “keep the police budget in tact as much as
you can.”)

Friends of the Library member Terri Larson
isalso aformer first selectwoman in town, and
said that, after shewon her bid for the officein
1981, she “worked hard to get the [current] li-
brary approved.” At thetime, people seemed to
think the town spent too much money on the
facility, and Larson said she lost her 1983 re-
election bid “because webuilt too nicealibrary
for the town of Portland.” However, she said,
over the course of the last 10 years she could
not count how many peopletold her they com-
mended the town for having the foresight to
build such awonderful resource.

Bransfield then opened the microphone up
to the rest of the public. Ron Bryant and his
young daughter Mackenzie (who looked to be
in early elementary school) went first.
Mackenzie commented, “No one wants it to
havelesshours. | think the publiclibrary should
have a little more time for people to stay and
stuff.”

Resident Stephanie Miller'scommentswere
brief but poignant. Explaining that she was a
widow, sheremarked, “When you get that way,
you make it, but just barely.”

“1 read books; that's my only enjoyment,”
she concluded.

Next Lorel Czajka approached the podium
with her two young sonsin tow. She said the
older one, Kaelan, “ devel oped hislove of read-
ing from the library and the staff.”

Kaelan followed her, saying, “1f weall work
together, we could make the library really
good.” He then voiced his appreciation for the
staff, adding, “ They help meout alot with read-
ing and al that.”

Tonianne Bankoski said her family is “re-

“

aly working paycheck to paycheck,” adding,
“We really don't have money for alot of ex-
tras” However, shesaid thelibrary hasprovided
alot for her family free of charge.

“All of my kidsfeel very comfortable here.
It really is a second home to them,” she con-
cluded.

Lauren Coleman, a library employee, re-
minded people that the schools are only open
for nine months. “We're al they have in the
summer,” she said. She said the library’s sum-
mer reading programs involve about 500 kids,
and they are expecting 200-300 teenagersto be
involved this summer.

After themeeting, Nocek said thelibrary has
had 61,679 visitorsfrom July 2008 through Feb-
ruary 2009. Thiscomesto 1,762 per week. She
also said circulation is up 7 percent this year,
with a 26 percent increase in teen use. She
chalked the latter up to more programs and
books being available that appeal to them.
These included movie nights and an evening
devoted to al things Twilight. And while those
movie nights may only relate tangentially to
reading, Nocek said that, for this summer, the
teenagers have specifically requested a book
discussion group. “That blew me away,” she

Nocek has been the library director since
2002. Inthat time, she said there have been staff
vacancies |eft unfilled, but never any layoffs.

On Wednesday, Bransfield seemed pleased

with the workshop and appreciativefor all who
spoke. She did not, however, seem all that sur-
prised by the turnout, saying, “| had been get-
ting a lot of positive comments about the li-
brary.”
Bransfield said she could not guesswhat the
BOSwill eventually do about thelibrary’ sbud-
get; however, some recent union moves might
free up money for thelibrary.

All employee unions, except the Public
Works union, have agreed to forego raises for
the coming year. The police were the first to
make this move, and that resulted in $26,000
in savings that is already reflected in
Bransfield’s budget. Since that document was
submitted, the other unions, including the li-
brary, have agreed to similar terms (although
no formal documents have been signed yet),
which would save the town another $80,000.
Though the Public Works union has not yet fol -
lowed suit, its representatives have told
Bransfield that they are opento discussing ways
to help thetown. Should that union asoforfeit
the coming year’s raise, the town would save
another $50,000.

Tuesday night, the selectmen formally
thanked the policefor their forfeiting of raises.
Bransfield called them “the leaders of this
whole endeavor.”

* k% %

Though there is much trepidation over the
2009-10 budget, Bransfield has al so addressed
an even more immediate concern. In late Feb-
ruary, she enacted a spending freeze. This
meansthat all expenditures, for thetimebeing,
must be cleared either with her or Finance Di-
rector Tom Robinson.

Bransfield said the freeze applies to “any-
thing discretionary” and doesnot apply to sala-
riesor healthinsurance. Furthermore, sheguar-
anteed that any spending that involved public
safety would be approved.

Bransfield called thisan effort to stretch out
“an already lean budget this year” She said
therevenuesare ssmply not there, aresult of no
one buying or selling homes, no conveyance
tax, not realizing interest on its investments.

At the outset of thefinancial year, asidefrom
state money, the town anticipated $702,000 in
revenuefor theyear. Now, it expects $250,000,
Bransfield said.

“WEe'rejust not getting therevenue,” she said,
and said this was a problem “no matter how
closely you're sticking to your line items.”

Asfor the2009-10 budget, the selectmen will
deliberate on it next week and make adecision
next Wednesday, April 8, at 7:30 p.m., at Port-
land Library, 20 Freestone Ave. The referen-
dumisscheduled for May 11 intheMary Flood
Room.

Manager continued from Front Page

tions. At that time, the Board of Selectmen can
opt to continue the set-up at 30-day increments
until a permanent replacement is found.

Watt said heis“very comfortable” with the
team approach to handling the town manager
position. “We asked town employees for sug-
gestions on how to handle Jared's departure,”
he explained. “Three names kept coming up.
It's clear that Andy, Donna, and Mike are re-
spected staff members who can handle the ex-
traresponsibilities”

Stuart agreed. “| have known Donna, Andy
and Mike my wholetenure on the Board of Se-

From the Editor’s Desk

lectmen and back to my time on the Board of
Finance,” he said. “They are very competent
employees who work well together. The town
isin good hands.”

Stuart went on to say that the change at the
town manager level will affect the Board of Se-
lectmenin any major ways. Thebiggest change,
he said, would be the more immediate search
for anew town manager.

All five selectmen will serve on the search
committee for the new hire, along with repre-
sentativesfrom the Board of Finance and Board
of Education.

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

The recent news about the Marlborough
Board of Selectmen accepting the RHAM
teacher raises, whilethe Hebron and Andover
selectmen’sboards did not, |eft mewith alittle
feeling of dejavu.

I’m sure I’m not the only one.

In case you missed the cover of last week’s
paper, Marlborough’s move meant the RHAM
teachers' union received the raises (and new
insurance premiums) it was awvarded asare-
sult of arbitration. According to the terms of
the award, two-thirds of each of the three
RHAM towns' boards of selectmen needed
to vote against the arbitration or elseit would
pass. Hebron and Andover voted unanimously
against the new contracts, but Marlborough
voted unanimously in favor of them. So the
raiseswerein.

The whole thing reminded me of the “old
days,” inthe earlier part of the decade, when
Marlborough going against the grain was a
pretty regular occurrence of RHAM-related
votes. The new RHAM middle and high
schools are beautiful buildings, and while a
lot of Hebron and Andover residents will
probably agree, that doesn’t change the fact
that the two towns voted against the construc-
tion project in 2000. Why are the schools
there? Because Marlborough voters were in
favor of the project. How individual towns
vote doesn’t really matter where RHAM ref-
erendums are concerned:; it's the total num-
ber of votes. For example, if aRHAM project
passes by a 1,600-600 vote in Marlborough,
but fails800-1,100 in Hebron and 200-400in
Andover, the project still wins overall, be-
cause the combined 1,500 ‘no’ votes from
Hebron and Andover are outweighed by the
1,600 ‘yes' votescoming out of Marlborough.

Following the schools vote came the bud-
get referendums. Anyone who lived in the
RHAM towns in the early to middle part of
this decade — or anyone who read the
Rivereast during that time — likely recalls
the multiple school budget votesRHAM dealt
with, in multiple years. It took three referen-
dums to pass the RHAM budget in 2001,
seven in 2002, and a whopping 13 in 2003
(so many budget votes were needed that year
that it wasn’t in fact until early 2004 that a
spending plan for the 2003-04 fiscal year was
passed).

Throughout most of those referendums,

Marlborough voters supported the budget.
Sometimesit wasenough to overcomethe col-
lective ‘no’ votes coming out of Hebron and
Andover; as the multiple budget votes listed
above might indicate, it more often was not.
But regardless, it still left a definite sense of
division among the towns.

| didn’t cover Marlborough during those
budget vote years, but | did cover Andover
and Hebron, and | still remember the bitter-
ness and resentment some residents in those
towns had — specifically those residentswho
had voted against the schools, voted against
the budgets, only to seetheir votes wiped out
by overwhelming ‘yes’ numbers out of
Marlborough. | recall one resident complain-
ing to me about the situation, and derisively
referring to “those Marlborough soccer
moms.”

Since 2004, the RHAM budget situation
has generally calmed down, and any bad feel-
ings among residents of the three towns seem
to have subsided too. But seeing the recent
selectmen’s vote has me worried those days
might be over. Indeed, anger already seems
to be rising. Andover First Selectman Bob
Burbank told the Rivereast last week he was
“very, very, very disappointed” with the
Marlborough selectmen’s decision on the
teacher raises, said hethought they “had areal
lack of consideration of towns that are less
affluent than them.” And a Hebron resident
had aletter in last week’s issue encouraging
Marlborough votersto kick all the selectmen
out of officein November. We'll see if more
letters follow.

Andwe'll see how the budget votesgo this
spring. With the economy the way it is, |
wouldn’t be surprised in the least if multiple
referendums are needed to pass a budget —
not just for RHAM but in all the area towns
that decide their spending plans with a ma-
chine vote (by the way, referendums are the
way to go, in the my opinion; voting on bud-
gets at town meeting isjust such an outdated
practice). If that’sthe case, and the Rivereast
isfilled with stories and letters about budget
referendums throughout the spring and even
summer....well, it realy will be deja vu al
over again.

* k %

See you next week.



East Hampton Dogs
Coming to Colchester?

by Adam Benson

A long-standing talking point between
Colchester and East Hampton took astep closer
to reality last week.

During a March 26 special meeting of the
Board of Selectmen, Colchester First Select-
man Linda Hodge was given clearance to en-
gage East Hampton officia sintal ks about open-
ing up severd runsat the Colchester Dog Pound
for use by the neighboring municipality.

While afee structure and use schedule has
yet to be worked out, Hodge said she thinks
the woul d-be partnership makes sense for both
communities.

“1t's combining forces to be cost-effective,”
shesaid. “Oneof thethings|’ve been doing all
year islooking for places where we can com-
bine forces with other communities and do
some cost-sharing things so it makes sense for
all of us”

Colchester’s pound has 15 runs in al, and
on average about five of them remain open
throughout the year, according to information
presented to the board by Colchester Animal
Control Officer Don Favry.

Hodge first presented the idea to the Board
of Selectmen in mid-March, but the selectmen
said then they wanted moreinformation before
authorizing achangeto the pound susagelevel.
Colchester already partners with Marlborough
for animal care at thefacility, charging $195in
rent and requiring a 25 percent contribution to
all capital improvements made at the pound.

“What are the revenues versus the costs of
doing this? I'd like to see an explanation of
that,” selectwoman Rosemary Coylesaid. “I'm
not ready to decide that thisis arevenue”

But after being told by Colchester Animal
Control Officer Don Favry that the pound could
host more dogs without areduction in services
to local residents with the added revenue, se-
lectmen felt good enough to allow Hodge to
move forward with the proposal .

Among Favry’sproposalsfor the partnership
were: sharing capital improvement costs based
on population, keeping thefacility open longer
and finding a veterinarian to handle East
Hampton'sanimals.

With an expected half-million dollar revenue
shortfall thisyear and atight financial plan for
next, Hodge said combining services puts
Colchester in a better position to pick up cov-

eted federal and state grantsthat could help pay
for improvements to the pound and other core
resources around town.

“Therearelarge-scale price benefits,” Hodge
said. “If we have to improve the facility, any-
thing works better to apply for grantsif you're
doing it regionally.”

Hodge said she has spent some time speak-
ing with Portland First Selectwoman Susan
Bransfield on theissueaswell. Portland shares
itsdog pound with Cromwell and Middletown.

East Hampton Police Chief Matthew
Reimondo said local law enforcement has a
“great interest” in moving forward with the
plan, should the East Hampton Town Council
sign off oniit.

“| think the duplicity of services that towns
haveisantiquated and detrimental to spending
tax dollars,” he said. “It's going to be a cost-
saving measure for everyoneinvolved.”

But East Hampton Town Council chair Me-
lissa Engel didn’'t seem thrilled by the idea.

“| need to hear all the information, but I'm
not loving it right out of the gate,” she said. “I
don't think it alows for a quick enough re-
sponsetime.”

Engel said most of East Hampton's stray
dogsarefound walking along streets or on pub-
lic property, and having to wait up to 20 min-
utes for an animal control officer to respond
has her worried.

“With animals, you need to have somebody
in town that can get to the situation and get it
taken care of,” she said.

She also said it might cost East Hampton
moreover timeto partner with Colchester rather
than maintain its own local facility.

“1 don’t know that the cost will be better. |
fear it might be more expensive to regionalize
inthelong run,” she said.

East Hampton officials are planning to visit
Colchester’s site ahead of an April 14 Town
Council meeting where the partnership could
appear on the agenda.

Meanwhile, Hodge said she'll continue to
work closely with East Hampton leadersandis
anxious to get the deal in place.

“We're really looking forward to working
with East Hampton,” she said. “We've taken
our time to make sure al our ducks are in a
row.”

Colchester Selectmen
Voteto | ncrease Fees

by Adam Benson

The Board of Selectmen earlier this week
voted to double several town department fees
in an effort to find more revenue and bring the
cost of doing businessmorein linewith neigh-
boring communities.

A public hearing is set for the matter Thurs-
day, April 16, with the new rates taking hold
after that, First Selectman Linda Hodge said.

“We've been working on this for about five
months, looking at our fee structures and mak-
ing sure they’re in line with other towns and
that they make sense for us,” Hodge said.

Themoveimpactsfeescharged by the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission, Zoning Board
of Appealsand the health department —among
others—for administrative charges, applications
and public hearings.

Under the new rate structure, it will cost $200
for aZoning Board of Appeals public hearing,
compared with $125 before. Bank inspections
will jump from $25 to $100, well permitswould
move to $60 from $30 and residents and busi-
nesses can expect to pay more for soil tests,

septic tank permits and engineering reviews.

Hodge said many of the fees haven't been
adjusted since 2004, with someremaining stag-
nant since 1991.

Even with the changes, Hodge said most of
the adjusted rates are either on par or lower than
those of similar-sized communitiesinthe state.

“We're looking at every way we can bring
in revenue, but isfair,” she said. “They’re not
just aimed at businesses, but also at the people
who are using the services. They’re not across
the town taxes.”

Chief Financial Officer N. Maggie Cosgrove
said raising the feesin April —a peak time for
new construction — could help ease aprojected
$500,000 budget deficit this year.

Hodge expects the new set of fees to add
$55,000 to Colchester’s fiscal year 2009-10
revenues.

A complete breakdown of the fee structure
can be found attached to minutes from the
Colchester Board of Selectmen’s March 26

meeting at www.col chesterct.gov.

EH BOF Looksto Get Bottom Line
L ower Before Public Hearing

by Michael McCoy

The Board of Finance (BOF) held budget
deliberations this week, leading up to a public
hearing on the proposed 2009-10 budget next
Monday, April 6.

During a meeting Monday, March 27, BOF
members had a preliminary discussion as to
what they want to present to the public during
the hearing. At that time, they took what chair-
man Ted Hintz called a“ consensusvote,” which
passed 6-1, to ask the town manager to find
$10,000in his proposed budget to throw social
services way. Furthermore, in the same vote,
BOF members decided to take $100,000 from
the Board of Education budget.

But, it should be noted, because thiswassim-
ply a“consensusvote;” it isnot an actually cut
at this point, but rather a way to let the public
know what they are thinking at the moment.

Hintz said, “1t didn’t seem everyone was on
the same page,” so the BOF discussed the bud-
get at a specia meeting Thursday, after press
time.

Hintz said George Pfaffenbach wasthe lone
dissenting vote, and, though Hintz said there
was unanimous consensus on the $10,000 for
social services, Pfaffenbach felt that Town
Manager Jeffery O’ Keefe's budget should go
to the public hearing before the BOF makes
any cuts, such as the $100,000 to the budget.

Though this $100,000 is not an actual cut
yet, Hintz did say, “There will be some reduc-
tions” when the BOF does vote on their bud-
get.
Asit stands now, O’ Keefe's proposed bud-
get is $37.53 million, a 1.59 percent increase

over current year spending. This represents a
0.47 increase in the mill rate, which would be
a1.97 percent tax hike.

The BOE budget comes in right now at
$25.36 million. When asked about the possi-
bility of the BOF presenting a BOE budget in-
cluding $100,000 further in cuts, BOE chair-
man Michael Vasquenza said, “| felt that the
town manager’sbudget. ..wasaresponsible one.
| thought that’ swhat should go to referendum.”
However, he said that if voters objected to the
BOE budget, then he could understand further
cuts being made.

Should the BOE budget end up actualy be-
ing cut by another $100,000, Vasquenza said
the school board “would be looking at pro-
grams, staff, sports,” figuring that at that point
nothing would be off limits. It would bea* pain-
ful” process, he said.

Next Monday’s public hearing will take place
at 7 p.m., in the auditorium at East Hampton
High School, 15 NorthMaple St. at 7 p.m. Two
days later, on Wednesday, April 8, at 7 p.m.,
the BOF will adopt its proposed budget in the
community room at East Hampton Public Li-
brary, 105 Main St.

* k %

Onasidenote, Hintz reported Thursday that
Standard & Poor’shad doubled the town’sbond
rating, from A+ to AA. “It's just an awesome
thing for the town!” Hintz said, who said this
would help save the town money in interest.
He also explained that, as far as town’s past
activity goes, the rating bump means, “We've
been financially prudent.”

Propane Applicant
Withdraws Plans, Again

by Michael McCoy

Portland’srollercoaster ride of arelationship
with propane took another turn this week, as
the controversial application for aGospel Lane
storage facility was withdrawn for a second
time.

On Tuesday, Inland WetlandsAgent Lincoln
White received a letter from John Boccalatte
(attorney for applicant Gospel Lane Properties,
LLC) informing him that his client was with-
drawingitsapplication. Planning and Land use
Administrator Deanna Rhodesreceived asimi-
lar letter Wednesday.

First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield said she
was surprised by the withdrawal; she said the
applicant first informed her about it last Thurs-
day, March 26.

Last fall, Gospel Lane Properties proposed
six 30,000-gallon above ground tanks, three at
34 Gospel Ln. and three at William Street Ex-
tension, which isan adjoining property. In No-
vember, the applicant withdrew the William
Street Extension part of the plan, leaving only
three tanks. The applicant then withdrew the
application altogether on Dec. 1.

Gospel Lane Properties returned in Febru-
ary with adlightly different application, which
included three 30,000-gallon tanks on a 3.77-
acreparcel. Thesitewould have also included
a10,000-gallon underground water tank.

Earlier this year, the Planning and Zoning
Commission (PZC) denied a proposed text
amendment that would provide restrictions on
where bulk propane storage would be allowed.
However, PZC members said at the time that
they wished to revisit the regulation.

Boccadl atte said the main reason for thiswith-
drawal wasto alow the PZC to figure out where
it stood on the matter of the text amendment
before proceeding with an application that could
become moot later on. Furthermore, hesaid his
client did not want to see the town spend money
on a consultant concerning the application if
so many factors remained uncertain. This lat-
ter reason was given when Gospel Lane Prop-
ertieswithdrew the first application.

Boccalatte said his client reserved the right
to return with a similar application, and sup-
posed that they may be interested in being in-

volved with the reshaping of the correspond-
ing regulation.

“We're just trying to be good citizens,”
Boccalatte said, adding that the public has
largely and unfairly pegged he and hisclient as
“bad guys, greedy developers, or rich people.”

However, despite the withdrawal, he re-
marked, “Propane is definitely still on our
mind.”

Some devel opers might try to steamroll such
aproject before a PZC had a chance to change
its regulation. The fact that Gospel Lane did
not, Boccalatte said, is“as much evidence as |
can offer as to how honest my client is trying
to be”

Rhodes said PZC plans to explore the pros-
pect of including “additional criteria’ in the
regulation, which may end up involving things
like required distances from other structures,
aswell aspossibly redefining “bulk.” However,
to accomplish this, the PZC hopesto hire afire
safety consultant. Whether or not thismeasure
istaken is up to the Board of Selectmen.

Bransfield said the selectmen would be dis-
cussing the matter with recently-hired town at-
torney Jack Bradley.

“l have some serious reservations as to
whether this should be in the town at all,”
Bransfield said. She cited two reasons for her
concern as an inadequate supply of water and
the fact that the town'’s fire department is all
volunteer.

“1 have very serious concernsabout this,” she
reiterated

When asked if Portland could legally out-
law bulk propane storage throughout thewhole
town, Bransfield said, “That’sthequestion I’'m
going to ask [Bradley.]”

It seems Gospel Lane Properties is waiting
to see what the PZC decides before submitting
another application. However, Rhodes could
give no estimate asto when the PZC might be-
gin discussing the matter.

Dueto the withdrawal , the propane applica
tion will no longer be heard by the Inland Wet-
lands Commission onApril 7 or by thePZC on
April 16, as had been the case.



Andover Finance Board
Wrapping Up Budget Talks

by Sarah McCoy

Thelocal Board of Finance (BOF) iswrap-
ping up their budget discussionsfor the upcom-
ing 2009-10 fiscal year, and expectsto put forth
a recommended budget at its meeting next
week.

Still, at this point both First Selectman Bob
Burbank and BOF vice chair Cathy Desrosiers
were hesitant to announce afinal budget num-
ber. They were both confident that final num-
bers would be nailed down by next week.

“We're going through the process and put-
ting the pieces together,” Desrosiers said at
Wednesday night’s BOF budget workshop.

Burbank said that last month the Board of
Selectmen (BOS) had recommended a general
government budget that showed areductionin
spending from the current year; however, that
did not include the budgets for RHAM or the
local Board of Education (BOE). “With town
government making up only 19 percent of our
entire budget, | doubt that areduction in spend-
ing could offset any increases by the boards of
ed[ucation] but we are working to get as close
to an overall zero percent as possible.”

In February the BOE recommended a $3.99
million budget, a1.92 percent increasein spend-
ing.

The RHAM BOE is currently deliberating
its budget, though regional school board mem-
bers have agreed to use a 1.9 percent increase
in spending as a starting point for discussions.
School board memberswill hold apublic hear-
ing Monday, April 13, and maketheir final rec-
ommendation soon after that.

On Wednesday, the Andover BOF made
some decisions on the budget. They accepted a
.5 percent increase to the library’s operating
budget as well as a $34,000 reduction to the
capital expenditures line item. Because the

numbersarestill influx Desrosiersreported that
fina figureswouldn’'t beavailable until the BOF
meeting next Wednesday.

Last month, the BOS had requested all town
employeesforego any saary raisesfor the com-
ing year. Burbank said that the vast mgority
have accepted thisrequest though, he noted, the
town’s Public Works union has not been “re-
ceptive’ to the request.

BOF members expressed concerns over the
revenue sources coming into thetown. Thetown
estimated $18,000 in revenues from the build-
ing department and $75,000 for thetown clerk’s
office. Given the economic climate these num-
bers are expected to be reduced meaning mon-
ies would have to come from an additional
source, possibly property tax.

The magjority of board members did support
the idea of using any monies returned to the
town from RHAM or the local BOE to be used
to offset the 2009-10 budget. Burbank reported
thetown is expecting around $34,000 from the
RHAM 2007-08 budget audit.

Before Wednesday night’s meeting,
Desrosiers said that while she hopes to see a
zero percent budget, she estimatesthat the num-
ber will be closer to a2 percent budget increase.

“It's a tough year and we're aware of that,
but I've lived in town for 24 years and they’ve
al been tough years,” she said. “We have to do
the best we can.”

The final BOF budget workshop will be on
Wednesday, April 8, at 7 p.m. in the commu-
nity room at Town Hall. A public hearing for
the budget has been set for Wednesday, April
29, at 7 p.m. aso at Town Hall. A town meet-
ing will follow Wednesday, May 6, whereresi-
dents can vote to send a budget to referendum.

Hebron Selectmen Budget
Increase Barely There

by Sarah M cCoy

The Board of Selectmen (BOS) last week
sent to the finance board a proposed town gov-
ernment budget that features a nearly-nonex-
istent spending increase.

Last Thursday, March 26, the selectmen
unanimously supported an $8,885,720 town
operating budget for the 2009-10 fiscal year.
This represents an increase in spending of
$10,802, or. 12 percent.

These numbers do not include the budget fig-
uresfor thelocal and RHAM school board bud-
gets.

The Board of Finance (BOF) will now re-
view all three budgets and set a bottom-line
number before a May 5 referendum. The
RHAM Board of Education is currently in the
middle of their budget workshops. The school
board will hold apublic hearing Monday, April
13, and set afinal number soon after that.

The local Board of Education (BOE) ap-
proved a 2.98 percent increase in spending in
February. Earlier this month, BOF chair Mike
Hazel asked the BOE to begin discussionswith
the teachers' union to seeif school staff would
be willing to make salary concessions for the
coming year. Hazel al so asked the BOE to show
what a zero percent budget would look like.

The BOE held a special meeting to discuss
its budget Thursday night, after presstime.

Superintendent of Schools Ellie Cruz said
that to get to azero percent budget therewould
need to be cuts of over $200,000 to the BOE-
approved budget. She said these cuts would
have to come from staff and programming.

Onthetown government side, the near-level
funding isn’t without sacrifice. Non-union town
employees have agreed to take furlough days
inorder to reducethe salary lineitem. Employ-
eeswill till receive araise though their reduc-
tion in hours has allowed the BOS to keep the
final numbers down.

A letter has been sent to the town unions
asking them to make concessions in terms of
salary or by taking furlough days. While lay-
offs are possible, BOS chair Jeffrey Watt said
he hopes to avoid that. “Town employees are
really coming together to keep everyone em-
ployed,” he said.

The selectmen’s recommended budget calls
for noincrease to the salary lineitem for town
employees. This does not include school staff.

BOS member Mark Stuart said the priorities
of the board have been to achieve a zero per-
cent budget and to avoid layoffs as much as
possible. “It's tough but we're doing what we
canto create areasonable, responsible budget,”
Stuart said this week.

The budget al so includes both resident state
trooper positions. Governor M. Jodi Rell’spro-
posed budget callsfor townsto pay 85 percent
of the costs associated with the resident state
troopers. Currently, the town pays for only 70
percent.

The selectmen agreed to budget asif thetown
will pay 75 percent, a $201,493 hike from the
current year’s budget.

The budget features anticipated savings of
nearly $4,000 each month dueto the change at
the town manager position. Last Friday was
Jared Clark’s last day in town. The town man-
ager position will now be filled on an interim
basis by Public Works Director Andy Tierney,
Town Planner Mike O’Leary and Executive
Assistant Donna Lanza. A permanent replace-
ment for the position isn’t expected to be hired
until the fall.

Another large cut to the budget includes a
$70,000 reduction to the open-space acquisi-
tion fund. In the past the town has funded this
account with $200,000 each year. That number
was dropped to $130,000 in the selectmen’s
recommended budget.

Only threeareasinthetown budget are dated
for increases next year. Spending for workers
compensation and liability insurance is pro-
jected to rise, though final bids haven't come
in. The town’s park division will aso see an
increase because of anew supervisor to behired
for the nearly finished athletic complex on East
Street. Debt servicesisalso expected toincrease
by $173,418 to atotal of $1.9 million. Of this,
over $400,000 isdebt attributed to the park de-
velopment.

The Board of Finance's next meeting will
be Tuesday, April 7. At that time, the board will
hear a presentation from the local BOE.
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Brenda Belisle is pictured with her four grandchildren, Austin, Cole, Lexie and
Chase. Belisle, a Hebron native and current employee of Gilead Hill School, is
currently fighting cancer. Her friends will host a benefit dinner tomorrow in her
honor at the Colchester Fish and Game Club.

Pasta Dinner in Hebron
to Benefit Resident

by Sarah M cCoy

When Brenda Belisle went in for back sur-
gery last summer she came out with a diagno-
sisthat gave her pause.

Cancer.

Belisle, who now lives in Colchester but
grew up in Hebron and works at Gilead Hill
School as a paraprofessional, was diagnosed
with either multiple-myelomaor multiple-plas-
macytoma (she has indicators of both). Both
are cancersof the bones. Belisle’'sback surgery
was necessary because one of her disks was
eaten away by the cancer. While doctors were
doing the surgery they noticed another lesion
that, too, was cancerous.

Since then she's gone through three rounds
of chemotherapy and ishoping thislast onewill
get her blood level sto the place they need to be
for a stem cell transplant. If not, she'll go
through another round of chemo treatment.

Belidesaid she'stired and her legs often hurt,
but is quick to add, “things could be a whole
lot worse.”

Liz Gonsalves, also of Hebron, said it'sthis
upbeat and joyous attitude that first attracted
her to Belisle. They both worked at Gilead Hill
and soon developed a strong friendship.

Gonsalvesisjust one of agroup of women
that have forged a bond. Together this group
gets together to play dominoes, camp, and en-
joy “girl talk” as Belisle would put it.

Now the group — Gonsalves, Deb Horton,
LauraSforza, Mary Cofiell, Tammy Lemkeand
Belisle's daughter, Shannon Massey — is unit-
ing for amuch bigger reason. They women are
hosting a benefit dinner to raise money to help
Belisle and her family.

The dinner will be held tomorrow, April 4,
at 6 p.m. at the Col chester Fish and Fame Club
on Old Amston Road in Colchester. The meal
will include pasta, salad and dessert. Tickets
are $20 or $10 for children 12 and under. For
ticketsor moreinformation, call Cofiell at 860-
942-3572, Gonsalves at 228-8459, Sforza at

295-0541 or Horton at 228-4436. Tickets will
also be available at the door.

Also, donations can be made to the Benefit
of Brenda Belisle at The Savings Institute at
115 Main St. in Hebron.

Resistant at first, Belisle said shefinally ac-
cepted help when her treatmentsforced her out
of work last February. “I’ve been so over-
whelmed by the amount of support I've re-
ceived,” she said. “It's been an incredible dis-
play of love.”

Gonsalves said that the decision to hold the
dinner came easy. “[Brenda] isalwaysthefirst
person to help someone else that had fallen on
hard times,” she said. “We now that it'sonly a
matter of time when Brenda will be paying in
forward.”

Belisle said she'slooking forward to paying
thekindness and support she'sreceived forward.
“1f everyone did that the world would be a bet-
ter place,” she said.

Belisle also looking forward to returning to
school. After attending Hebron Elementary
School and RHAM as a student, Belisle has
now been a part of all of the town’'s public
schooals. For thelast nineyears she’sworked as
aparaprofessional in the special education de-
partment.

“1 just keeping smiling and try to stay posi-
tive” Belisle said. “I’m hoping for along re-
mission and, hopefully, returning to school real
soon.”

Belisle said that she's been blown away at
thelevel of support she'sreceived from so many
inthe community. From her husband Don who
continues to be her “rock” to the Gilead Hill
School nursewho’soffered to cometo her home
to inject the stem cell treatments she'll need
daily, Belisle feels blessed.

“Even though | live in Colchester, Hebron
has always been my family,” shesaid. “| am so
grateful for that.”

by Mike Thompson

It lookslike Superintendent of Schools Sal
Menzo may be headed south.

The Wallingford Board of Education has
decided to name Menzo its new schools su-
perintendent. Menzo told the Rivereast Thurs-
day theWallingford school board is expected
to formally vote on the appointment next
week.

If Menzo is approved, he would start in
Wallingford July 1. Menzo said hewould stay
in Marlborough through the end of June, and
said he is committed to help out “at no cost
tothetown” during any transition processthe
board might have in appointing a new super-
intendent.

Menzo said hewasn’t planning to publicly
announce the news until after his official ap-

Menzo to Go?

pointment, as he was “trying to be respect-
ful” of both the Marlborough Board of Edu-
cation and the Wallingford school board.

Still, while he has yet to make a public an-
nouncement, Menzo said the Marlborough
Board of Education “was aware of this
throughout the whole process.”

Since he had not yet been officialy ap-
proved, Menzo did not wish to comment at
length Thursday about the situation. However,
he said, his application process for the
Wallingford job has* absolutely not” affected
how he's dealt with Marlborough’s school
budget situation this year.

Menzo has been the Marlborough superin-
tendent of schools since February 2005.

Board of Education chair MariaGrovewas
unavailable for comment at presstime.




$54.74 Million Facilities Upgrade Plan Presented in East Hampton

by Michael McCoy

Themuch-discussed $54.74 million facilities
upgrade plan was presented by Friar Associ-
ates during aTown Council meeting last week,
and most of the council members gave the
project athumbs-up.

Lastfall, the Town Council voted to hire Friar
Associates to compose a plan that would in-
clude major renovationsto the high school and
Memorial School, moving Center School to a
new wing of Memoria school, and moving
Town Hall to arenovated Center School. This
plan-drafting ran the town $45,000, and came
three years after the town hired the same firm
to conduct aninitial facilitiesfeasibility study,
which identified the aforementioned buildings
aspriorities.

The 18-page study that was presented last
week listsaslew of deficiencieswith the exist-
ing facilities. (The full study is available at
www.easthamptonct.org,)

Currently, Town Hall is split between three
buildings, including the annex, whichislocated
in leased space. According to Friar's report,
Town Hall isovercrowded, and hasinsufficient
parking, restrooms, and handicapped accessi-
bility and storage. It aso doesnot haveasprin-
kler system.

In the police department (which is located
at Town Hall), the study reported inadequate
prisoner transport, lobby space, evidence and
weapon storage, holding cells, and security sys-
tem. Also, there is currently no female locker
room, the study noted.

The study also called Center School over-
crowded, and said insufficienciesthereinclude
computers, music and art room size, kitchen
facilities, classroom ventilation, aswell asspace
for psychologists, social workers and support
staff.

The new Memoria School wing that would
become Center School would be 46,760 square
feet, work that would cost $19.94 million

Town Hall (now 7,000 sguare feet) would
then rel ocate to the old 43,400 square foot Cen-
ter School. However, the building would be
renovated, and parking would be expanded from
44 to 138 spots. This comesin to the tune of
$14.78 million.

The plan presented last week also reported
concernsat the high school, including concerns
with the technology infrastructure, the gym,
flooring that contai ns asbestos, lighting, thelack
of asprinkler system and theissuethat hasbeen
mentioned most in the past: aneed for science
labs. Total work on the building comes to
$16.08 million

The smallest piece of the project involves
aterations to the existing Memoria School,
primarily a new roof. This would total $3.94
million.

All told, the project totals $54.74 million.
Of that, $22.75 million is reimbursable by the
state, leaving the town to pick up the remain-
ing $31.99 million.

However, there remains a chance that final
number could be even lower. In November,
Town Manager Jeffery O’ Keefe applied to the
statefor federal stimulusmoney concerning the
project. Engel said that should the state throw
that money East Hampton's way, they might
expect as much as an additional $12 million,
which would bring the town’s share down to
just below $20 million.

This week, council chairwoman Melissa
Engel said, “It's a great plan...It meets all of
our needs”

Engel seemed eager to get moving on this,

but conceded, “I'm very sensitive to the eco-
nomic times. We can’t go forward right now.”
Engel said Finance Director Jeff Jylkka man-
aged to find away to pay this off over 20 years
without ever raising taxes by more than amill
each year, but added, “ Still, right now, one mill
istoo much.”

Engel called the $45,000 spent on the plan
so far “money well spent.”

OnMarch 24, the council voted forth the plan
5-1, with Scott Minnick dissenting. Thisweek,
Minnick recalled his and fellow council mem-
ber Sue Weintraub’s opposition to the $45,000
being spent on the study in the first place, in
November. “Nothing has changed,” he blurted.
He boiled his opposition down to “wrong pri-
orities,” “wrong process’ and “wrong timing.”

Minnick said only the Memorial School roof
and the high school upgrades were paramount
right now. Asfor the process, he said, “Thisis
amajor project...and the town had no input,”
figuring everything was done “at the commit-
teelevel.” Furthermore, he held that Friar “ got
ano-bid contract” Engel and O’ Keefehave held
that hiring Friar was merely an extension of
their existing contract.

As for wrong timing, he figured given the
recession, a$54 million project should be mov-
ing forward at all.

As for stimulus money, Minnick noted that
it will only go to “shovel-ready projects” He
wondered how aproposal that has not been for-
mally approved by the public could fit that
moniker. He also said that any federal stimulus
money had to be spent by 2009. So, as far as
that money goes, he said, “Don’t count on
it...Wearenot shovel ready. ... | would beflab-
bergasted if we got a cent of stimulus money.”

However, Engel said the state is well aware
that the project has not yet goneto referendum,
and are content that it is ssmply moving for-
ward.

Addressing theallegation of faulty priorities,
Engel responded “Asfar as| know, that’s only
Scott’s opinion.”

Board of Finance chair Ted Hintz, who is
also on the Facilities Implementation Task
Force, the body that oversaw Friar's develop-
ment of the plan, commented, “1 think thetown
needs to move forward,” and gave hisfull con-
fidence in the plan.

“I'min favor of the whole thing, to be hon-
est withyou,” Board of Education (BOE) chair
Michael Vasquenzasaid. On March 23, oneday
before the plan went before the council, the
BOE voted on the plan. The high school com-
ponent was approved 8-0, while the rest was
approved 5-3 (with Alan Hurst, Don Collican
and Deborah Pessoni opposing).

While he noted the need for high school im-
provements, Vasguenza aso singled out the
Town Hall/Center School component, saying,
“1 think the Town Hall in the center of town is
agood idea”

Vasquenzaal so said he haslived in town for
22 years and, “I haven’t seen a shovel in the
ground for any municipal upgrade.”

When asked for an estimate of when the
project might move forward, Engel hoped an
informal public question and answer period
could be held in the summer, followed by aref-
erendum sometime in the fall. She said, the
project should be completed about three and a
half years after the referendum, and hoped
physical work might actually begin by the end
of the year.

TheHair Sanctuary Getsa New, Larger Home in Marlborough

by Adam Benson

Since 2006, Marlborough residents have
gotten to know Polly Carilli’s glamorous repu-
tation as owner and operator of The Hair Sanc-
tuary Salon and Spa.

But starting this week, Carilli and her staff
of seven are hoping to make their presence in
town even greater, opening a2,200-square-foot
facility right off Route 2 and in the heart of the
town’s commercial district.

“It's always been a dream of mine,” Carilli
said in between clients Wednesday — the first
day of business at her new 7 S. Main St. loca-
tion. “1t’sjust been awork in progress, and I've
very patiently waited for the perfect space in
Marlborough. It’san excellent community and
| love the people here”

For the past three years, Carilli has shared
space with Creative Coiffures owner Ginny
Fazzino along Saner Road, but she said with a
growing client base and a desire to offer more
services to area residents, it was time to take
up residence in the larger space.

“1 just had the need to expand,” Carilli said.
An industry professional for 24 years, Carilli
hastrained in New York and LosAngeleswith
Wella International and Clariol Professional.
Along with her day-to-day duties at The Hair
Sanctuary, Carilli remains a sales education
specialist for the two companies.

A Connecticut native, Carilli said traveling
between the coasts was beginning to take atoll
on her and her three children, so shedecided to
bring her talent and passion for the job back
home.

Carilli hopes to one day turn her business
into a breeding ground for emerging talent in
the field, and every Monday offers in-house

continuing education classes for Wella and
Clairol.

Her ultimate goal isto open aschool, but for
now, Carilli said she's committed to bringing
high-end hair and beauty careto local residents.

“That'sreally been my driving forceto open,”
Carilli said. A unisex operation, haircuts begin
at $40 for women and $15 for men. Included
on Carilli’sstaff ismaster barber Lou Fernandez
and massage therapist Kimberly Bona.

Long hair charges apply, though Carilli of-
fersmulti-service discountsand monthly incen-
tives along with daily senior citizen discounts.
Carilli aso does personal complimentary cuts
for Locks of Love donors.

In addition to offering HotStone and Swed-
ish massages, The Hair Sanctuary does mani-
cures, restorative, corrective and signature fa-
cials, waxings and foils.

Carilli is aso working to bring in tanning
booths and rgj uvenative light therapy equipment
to offer her customers even more to choose
from.

The Hair Sanctuary also hosts birthday par-
ties and spa parties for people of al ages. A
websiteisin the works and should be up soon,
Carilli said.

Carilli said her community activism and en-
vironmental ly-friendly inventory will also help
set her shop apart.

Carilli —along with manager and esthetician
TinaMarino—are crafting monthly promotions
to benefit local charitiesand non-profit organi-
zations.

Throughout April, customers can get a 10-
percent discount off hair services for bringing
in two non-perishable items for the
Marlborough Food Bank.

L

The Hair Sanctuary, a high—en salon and spa inMarIborough, opened its new

location thisweek at 7 South Main St. Pictured from left are owner Polly Carilli,
manager and esthetician Tina Marino, hairstylist Lisa Garcia, hairstylist Kristina
Bona and hairstylist Karen Hightower. Not pictured is master barber Lou
Fernandez, hairdresser Suzi Stula and massage therapist Kimberly Bona.

Carilli’s staff also uses vegan nail products
aong with organic and green materialsand car-
ries a full line of inventory from Redken,
Sebastian International, TIGI and Wella.

Employees will also specially order any
product asked for by a client — in line with
Carilli’smissionto provide the best one-on-one
attention she can.

“WEe're hereto pamper the soul,” Carilli said.

“My customers have stayed with me, and open-
ing isout of loyalty to them. | want to provide
a space that is welcoming.”

The Hair Sanctuary is open Tuesdays and
Fridaysfrom9am. to 6 p.m., Wednesdaysand
Thursdaysfrom9am. to 8 p.m., Saturdaysfrom
9am. to 3 p.m. and Sundaysfrom9am.to 1

p.m.
For moreinformation, call 860-368-1627.



Marlborough Finance Board M akes $350,000 Cut to School Budget

by Adam Benson

It's back to the drawing board for the
Marlborough Board of Education, and officials
fear the final picture won't be pretty.

Last week, school board members learned
they needed to slash an additional $350,000
from what they say is an already pared-down
2009-10 budget following a mandate by the
Board of Finance the night before.

If left in place, a cut that large would result
in layoffs of non-tenured teachers and a pos-
sible dent in classroom programming and cur-
riculum planning, Superintendent of Schools
Sal Menzo and district officialssaid thisweek.

“Educationally speaking, what the Board of
Financeisrequiring is going to set this system
back years,” Board of Education member John
Angelo said at a school board meeting last
Thursday, March 26. “ The economy will come
back in a couple of years. What we're looking
at right here will not.”

But Board of Finance chair Catherine
Gaudinski — herself aformer Board of Educa-
tion member — told the school board last week
her colleaguesare asking al contributorsto the
town budget to make dramatic reductions to
their bottom lines given the economic condi-
tions.

“No one'squestioning the value we get here
for the education of our students, and all of us
on the Board of Finance redlize it's very im-
portant, but our revenues are a so following the
same pattern as the state,” Gaudinski told the
Board of Education last week.

Already, Marlborough residentsarefacing a

likely 6.7 percent tax hike, but Gaudinski said
that figure could drop to 4.4 percent with alter-
nations to the Board of Education’s recently
approved $7.2 million budget.

That financial plan marked just a 1.45 per-
cent increase over the 2008-09 budget, and was
within the 2 percent growth range that mem-
bers of the Board of Finance told the Board of
Education they wanted to see. And in October,
Menzo froze spending in the district.

Gaudinski said her body had to reevaluate
that stance after getting updated figures on
Marlborough’s debt load and taking into ac-
count an almost zero-percent Grand List
growth.

Thetown isexpected to take on a 38 percent
increasein itsdebt capacity next fiscal year, on
top of a14 percent increasethisyear, Gaudinski
said.

“If this was a normal year, it [the Board of
Education’s budget] falls well within the pa-
rameters of funding our education, but we all
have to be partnersin this, and your budget is
the largest segment of the town budget,”
Gaudinski said. “It'sreally going to be nofrills,
and we're going to have to do more with less
and pitchin.”

During last Thursday’s school board meet-
ing, Board of Education members said they
were upset that the Board of Finance voted to
ask for the deep cuts at nearly 11:30 p.m. the
night before, and without first consulting them
or Menzo.

“1 haven’t found thisprocessto be very forth-

Colchester Police News

3/17-Cobey Boyce, 19, of East Hartford, was
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia
and possession of marijuana, State Policesaid.

3/19-Carl Czech, 28, of 431 Cabin Rd., was
charged with possession of less than four
ounces of marijuana, State Police said.

3/19-Karen Riedle, 33, of Millbury, MA, was
charged with third-degreelarceny, State Police
said.

3/19-Kevin Kalama, 41, of Amston, was
charged with second-degree failure to appear,
State Police said.

3/19-Matthew DeSautels, 23, of 36 Old
Hebron Rd., was charged with driving under
the influence, failure to illuminate headlights
and having aninvalid registration sticker, State
Police said.

3/19Adam Renz, 34, of 625 Hartford Rd.,
was charged with driving whileintoxicated and
driving with no headlights, State Police said.

3/20-Scott Fabrycki, 47, of Ellington, was
charged with driving under the influence and
failureto drive upontheright, State Police said.

3/20-Russell Cherico, 38, of South Windsor,
was charged with driving under the influence,
State Police said.

3/20-John Spaulding, 46, of East Haddam,
was charged with failure to appear, State Po-
lice said.

3/22-Rebecca Hunt, 24, of 251 Lebanon
Ave., was charged with second-degree failure

to appear, State Police said.

3/22-Daniel Walz, 22, of Amston, was
charged with driving under the influence, op-
erating under a suspended license, failure to
carry registration and failure to obey a traffic
signal, State Police said.

3/23-James Green, 43, of 28 N. Park St., was
charged with 10 counts of sixth-degreelarceny,
three counts of third-degreelarceny, illegal use
of acredit card, making afalse statement and
illegally procuring a credit card, State Police
said.

3/24-Steven Rochette, 21, of Hebron, was
charged with criminal mischief, State Police
said.

3/26-Ivonne Garcia, 32, of Newington, was
charged with driving whileintoxicated and fol-
lowing too closely, State Police said.

3/26-Robert Kempesta, 48, of Lebanon, was
charged with criminal violation of aprotective
order, State Police said.

3/30-Yolanda Wilson, 40, of New London,
was charged with third-degree larceny, State
Police said.

3/30-Zachary Jascowski, 21, of 12 Settlers
Lane, was charged with driving under the in-
fluence and speeding, State Police said.

3/31-Michael Desfosses, 39, of 175 Boretz
Rd., was charged with issuing abad check, State
Police said.

right, and that’s disappointing to me,” Board of
Education member John O’ Toole said. “I'm
really shocked at the point we're at now.”

Board of Education chair Maria Grove was
equally critical of the process and substance of
the request.

“We have now signified to our community
that education hastaken aback seat to anything
else, and I’'m very concerned about that,” she
said. “We're getting to a point where if wejust
keep delivering zero or one percent budgets,
we run the risk of backsliding. Now, we've
taken afurther step back.”

Sincelast week’ smeetings, members of both
boards have re-opened talks, and Menzo said
he’s hopeful the Board of Finance will accept a
compromise and cut about $151,000 from the
Board of Education’s budget. If that happens,
he said earlier this week, officials could avoid
classroom layoffs and changes to core offer-
ings that directly impact students.

(Indeed, the Board of Education last week
told Menzo to contact 10 non-tenured teachers
and tell them they could be let go at the end of
the school year should officials be forced to
meet the Board of Finance's $350,000 mark.)

“As the Board of Finance continues to ask
for such significant reductions, it does ulti-
mately put the potential for providing the same
level of servicesto studentsin jeopardy,” Menzo
said thisweek. “We' ve tried to keep the reduc-
tions as far from the curriculum and core ser-
vices as possible, and that will be our continu-

Marlborough

Police News

3/20-Gregory Strong, 39, of Manchester, was
charged with driving under the influence and
failure to drive in the proper lane, State Police
said.

Portland Police News

3/29 — Terrence Willmore, 49, of 1 Ferry
Ln., was charged with third-degree assault and
disorderly conduct, Portland Police said.

ing goal.”

However, on Tuesday, Menzo presented the
Board of Finance with alist of proposed sav-
ingsthat include making $81,800 worth of pur-
chases through existing surplus and federal
stimulusdollars, decreasing the student school
year by three days and cutting funding to sum-
mer literacy, a substitute teacher account and
administrative meetings and conferences.

The Board of Education and Board of Fi-
nance will hold a special meeting Monday,
April 6, where another vote could be taken on
Menzo’s new plan, Gaudinski said.

Menzo said he’ shopeful both sides can come
to an agreement.

“Wearewell awarethat the Board of Finance
isinaposition that isnot enviableto any of us.
They are purposely targeting the school. We
know they aretrying to balance their responsi-
bilities to the town and each constituency that
they serve, but we feel the school is one of the
true assetsin the community,” Menzo said. “We
do not believe it's an ‘us versus them’ situa-
tion. It's a ‘we’ situation, but we're hoping
they’d be willing to revisit our reduction.”

Guadinski didn’t giveany signthisweek how
that vote might turn out, but she said there'sa
willingness by her colleaguesto work with the
school district.

“Our town is dealing with a tough situation
right now,” she said. “I’m concerned about all
thedivisivenessthat seemsto be appearing. We
all have responsibilities as elected officials.”

East Hampton

Police News

3/17 — Elisa Duennebier, 54, of 10 Cedar
Ridge Rd., was involved in a one-car accident
onWopowog Road at Tartia Road, East Hamp-
ton Police said. Duennebier was arrested for
traveling too fast and driving under the influ-
ence.

3/20— Jason Stojak, 25, of 234 White Birch
Rd., was arrested for operating without insur-
ance and operating an unregistered vehicle,
police said.

3/22 — Carol Perkins, 59, of 9 West High
St., was arrested for first-degree criminal tres-
pass and sixth-degree larceny, police said.

3/25—WillieJ. Prioleau Jr., 25, of 76 North
1st Street, Meriden, was arrested pursuant to a
warrant on charges of violation of a protective
order and harassing phone calls, police said.



Obituaries

Hebron

Corinne Elizabeth Geraci

Corinne Elizabeth
Geraci, 78, of Hebron,
passed away peace-
fully Friday morning,
March 27, at the
Harrington Court
GHC in Colchester.
Born Sept. 23, 1930,
in Stafford Springs,
she was a daughter of
the late William and
Laura (Provencher)
O’'Brien.

She married Joseph Anthony Geraci, Sr. in
1959. Mr. Geraci predeceased her in 1987.

Corinneretired several years ago after having
worked as the Customer Service Representative
for the former Willimantic Savings Institute in
Hebron. Corinne enjoyed showing champion
Great Danesin the 1960s and 70swith her daugh-
ter, Cheryl. Most importantly, shewill be remem-
bered by her family as being a loving and de-
voted wife, mother, grandmother and sister. “The
Four O'Brien Girls’

Survivors include two children, Cheryl Lent
of Hebron, with whom she most recently made
her home, and Joseph Anthony Geraci, Jr. and
his wife, Peggy of Lebanon; two sisters,
Jacqueline Lindau and her husband, Richard of
Lecanto, FL and Mary-Ellen Scrivano and her
husband, Joseph of Colchester; a grandson, Ja-
son Cook of Sonora, CA; many loved nieces and
nephews and extended family and friends.

In addition to her husband and parents, shewas
predeceased by a sister, Patricia Lindau and her
husband, Bror Lindau.

Funeral services will be private. Donations in
her memory may be madeto theVVITAS Hospice,
255 Pitkin St., East Hartford, CT 06108.

The family wishesto extend sincere apprecia-
tion to the staff at Harrington Court GHC in
Colchester for theloving carethey gaveto Corinne
in her final days.

For online condolences, visit www.aurora
mccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Marlborough

Brenda Lou Shain

Brenda Lou (Johnson) Shain, 69, a longtime
resident of Marlborough, passed away peacefully
Monday morning, March 30, at Marlborough
Health Care. She is now reunited with her be-
loved husband Jack. Born Feb. 8, 1940, she was
the daughter of the late Wymen and Julia (An-
thony) Johnson Jr. She had lived in Marlborough
since 1966.

Sheissurvived by her son, Richard V. Shain of
East Hartford; two daughters, Teri L. and her hus-
band Phillip Chaput of Portland, and Dianne L.
and her husband Herman Voisine Jr. of
Marlborough; two sisters, Judy Clarke and her
husband David, Barbara Pete and her husband
Elwood; four grandchildren, Michelle, Christine,
Michael and Joseph; two great grandchildren,
Virginia and Kyra; and several nieces and neph-
ews; and a special friend Roger “Joe” Laine.

She was predeceased by her brother Leland
Johnson.

She enjoyed making a variety of crafts espe-
cialy quilting, folk art painting and her crochet-
ing. Brenda had wonderful memories of growing
up on the shores of Maine.

A private graveside service was held Thursday,
April 2, in Marlboro Cemetery. The Spencer Fu-
neral Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton hascare
of the arrangements.

To leave online condol ences, visit www.spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Portland
Philip Gantnier

Philip Gantnier of Berkeley Springs, WV, for-
merly of Portland, died Tuesday, March 31. Phil
retired from Chevron Oil and Peterson Qil, Port-
land.

He is survived by his wife, Marilyn Schilling
Gantnier; one daughter, Cindy Gantnier; three
step-daughters; five sisters, Mary Dickenson,
Leah Potvin, Elsie Karen, Modest Deskus and
Faye Mitchell.

Arrangements by Helsley-Johnson Funeral
Home, Berkeley Springs, WV.

Portland
Catherine Margaret Tryon

Catherine Margaret Tryon, 95, formerly of
Joelle Drive, Portland, died Monday, March 30,
at Middlesex Hospital. Born in Portland June 29,
1913, the daughter of the late James C. and Mary
Ellen (Foley) Tryon, she was alifelong resident.

She was a teacher having taught in the
Middletown and Portland School systems until
her retirement several yearsago. Shewasamem-
ber of the Portland AARP and the Portland Gar-
den Club. She was a parishioner of the Church
of Saint Mary and a member of the Ladies
Guild.

Sheissurvived by her niece, Beverly M. Tryon
of Boston, MA, and her nephew, James C. Tryon
of Hamden.

She was predeceased by her brother, JamesA.
Tryon.

Her family received relativesand friendsinthe
Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 Main $t.,
Portland, Thursday, April 2. Funeral serviceswill
be held Friday, April 3, at 10:15 am., from the
Portland Memorial Funeral Homeand at 11 am.
in the Church of Saint Mary for aMass of Chris-
tian Burial. Interment will follow in St. Mary
Cemetery.

Inlieu of flowers, giftsin her memory may be
sent to the Church of Saint Mary, 51 Freestone
Ave., Portland, CT 06480 or to the Weiss Hos-
pice Unit of Middlesex Hospital, c/o Office of
Philanthropy, 28 Crescent St., Middletown, CT
06457.

For directions, or to |leave an online expression
of sympathy, visit www.portlandmemorialfh.net.

Portland

Irving Emerson

Irving Emerson, 81, of Susan Circle, Portland,
died Sunday, March 29, in hishome. He was the
husband of the late Elaine Anthony Emerson.
Bornin Boston, MA, Dec. 1, 1927, the son of the
|ate Carl and Ruth Seavey Emerson, he had lived
in Hartford before moving to Portland many years
ago.

Hewas amachinist and had been employed by
several area companies including Chandler and
Evans, Terry Steam Turbine, and Hartford Spe-
cial. He aso had worked for the Middletown Press
and the Tri-Town Market for 10 years. He had
served hiscountry inthe U.S. Merchant Marines.
Irving was a Mason for 54 years, a member of
the Friendship Lodge of Manchester. He was an
avid fly-fisherman and a member of Trout Un-
limited and a charter member of the Farmington
River Association. He also was an avid Red Sox
Fan.

Irving is survived by his daughter, Karen
Kurimay of Portland; his sons, Carl Emerson and
his wife Jamie of Cleveland, OH, and Phillip
Emerson and hiswife Maureen of Chicopee, MA;
hisgrandsons, Mark S. Kurimay of Cromwell and
Blake C. Emerson of East Windsor; and hisgreat-
grandchildren, Cynthia Elaine Emerson, Javier
Emerson, and Blake Anthony Emerson.

Hisfamily received relatives and friendsin the
Portland Memoria Funeral Home, 231 Main St.,
Portland, Wednesday, April 1. Family burial with
Military Honorswill beprivatein Cedar Hill Cem-
etery.

For directions, or to |leave an online expression
of sympathy, visit www.portlandmemorialfh.net.

East Hampton
Robert Richard Kochuk

Robert Richard Kochuk, 19, of East Hampton,
beloved son of Samuel and Janel (Blow) Kochuk,
died suddenly Thursday, March 26, in East Hamp-
ton. Born in Middletown on June 6, 1989 he was
alifelong resident of East Hampton, a2007 gradu-
ate of Vinal Tech, and a 2008 graduate of Baron
Institute. He was employed by Windsor Sanita-
tion as adiesel mechanic.

Besideshisparentsheissurvived by two broth-
ers, Ryan and Brandon Kochuk both of East
Hampton; and a sister Rachelle Kochuk of East
Hampton; grandparents Russell and Cheryl Blow,
Samuel and Florence Kochuk, Janice Stanley and
Nancy Chedley; great-grandparents Evelyn and
Paul Blow and RitaRankl; auntsand uncle Dawn
Brown, Holly and Robert Grant and Susie
Chesley; aso many cousins and friends.

Robert was afun, lovable, and goofy guy, who
loved his quads and trucks. Hisfriendswere very
important to him. He will be greatly missed by
all who loved him for he was “our sunshine”

A memorial service was held Tuesday, March
31, in the Spencer Funeral Home 112 Main St
East Hampton. Burial followed in Lakeview Cem-
etery. Friendscalled at the Spencer Funeral Home
Monday evening, 5-7 p.m.

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may
be made to Epoch Arts, 27 Skinner St., East
Hampton, CT 06424.

To leave online condolences, visit www.spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Hebron

Milton S. Button Jr

Milton S. Button Jr. of Hebron, born Oct. 11,
1925, in Middletown to the late Milton S. Sr. and
Ellen Louise (Johnson) Button, died Saturday,
March 28, at Marlborough Health Care.

Milton was married Oct. 11, 1947, to Eleanor
Alice Blish at the Congregational Church of
Marlborough. He attended West Hartford schools
and was a 1947 graduate of Hall High School. He
formerly lived in West Hartford, Marlborough,
East Hartford, Manchester, Colchester and East
Hampton. He was a 52-year member of the Con-
gregational Church of Marlborough, having
served on numerous committees, boardsand coun-
cils. Hischurch membershipsincluded South Park
Methodist, Hartford, First Baptist, West Hartford,
and South Congregational in East Hartford. He
was a delegate to U.C.C. 5th Genera Synod.

He was a constable in Marlborough in 1949.
He served in the Connecticut State Guard Co. A
1st BN-1943, aso HQ. CO. 1st BN as Sergeant
Gr. IV Motor Pool in 1946. He served inthe U.S.
Coast Guard 1943-1946. He had been employed
at Hartford A and |, AetnaFirelns., and the Trav-
elers, having retired as a computer systems ana-
lyst after 30 years.

Hewas a past member of Charter Oak Council
BSA from 1942-1960, member of Troop 49 West
Hartford, Scout Master of Troop 39 Marlborough,
Scout Master of Troop 232 East Hartford, George
Slye PTA Pres. 1960, George G. Penny H.S. PTA
Pres. 1965-1966, 54 year member and Past Mas-
ter in 1956 of Anchor Lodge No. 112 AF&AM
East Hampton and Associate Grand Marshall Dist.
7A 1974-75, past member of Mount AetnaTemple
and Travelers Square Club, member of NCT,
NUM C and Travel ersWoods Campground, mem-
ber of the COA of Hebron and member of Hebron
Seniors, a longtime member of the Republican
Party and the Belleville Chapter No. 46 O.E.S. of
East Hampton.

Heissurvived by three daughters, Sarah Poulin
and her hushand Raymond of Poland ME, Evelyn
Bernier and Marilyn Henry of Hebron; ninegrand-
children and their spouses, Richard and Ann
Sellinger, Michael and Matthew Sellinger al of
Maine, Thomasand Lisa Sellinger of New Hamp-
shire, Robert Sellinger of 1daho, Scott Bernier of
Hebron, Jennifer Bernier of East Haddam, Brian
Henry of Pennsylvania and David and Cynthia
Henry of Hebron; eight great-grandchildren,
Hannah, Caleb, Dylan, Kaitlyn, Alyssa, Maya,
Austin and Liam; abrother- and sister-in-law, John
and Jeanette Button of Florida; asister-in-law and
brother-in-law, Dorothy and Almon West of East
Hampton, and a brother-in-law E. Allen Blish of
FL.

He was predeceased by a sister and brother-in-
law, Levinnia Jane (Button) and Emmett Hayes,
a granddaughter, Catherine L. Sellinger; sister-
in-law, Ruth Gidley, and sister-in-law Joyce
(Andelin) Blish.

Funeral services were held Wednesday, April
1, inthe Congregational Church of Marlborough,
burial will follow in Rose Hill Memoria Park in
Rocky Hill. Friends called at the Spencer Funeral
Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, Tuesday,
March 31.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to the Marlborough Congregational
Church Memoria Fund, PO. Box 57, Marlbor-
ough, CT 06447 or Marlborough Health Care
Recreation Fund, 85 Stageharbor Rd., Marlbor-
ough, CT 06447.

Toleave online condolences, visit www.spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

East Hampton
JuliaAlice Smith

JuliaAlice Smith, 90, formerly of East Hamp-
ton, died March 25 at an Orono (ME) health care
facility. She was born Jan. 1, 1919, in South
Parsonsfield, ME, the oldest daughter of
Raymond “Ven” and Edith (Haines) Smith.

During the depression she was a part of afam-
ily orchestra and entertaining group, “ The Sing-
ing Smiths,” who provided country music for
dances and entertained throughout southern
Maine, and at the University of Maine and East-
ern States Exposition. Theincome hel ped supple-
ment her mother’s teaching income and the fam-
ily farm income. She attended one-room schools
in Parsonsfield, plus two years in Limerick
schools. She graduated valedictorian from
Parsonsfield Seminary in 1937, the University of
Mainewith aBachelor of Sciencedegreein 1941,
Willimantic State College with aMaster of Edu-
cation, plus extra graduate studies in Connecti-
cut. At the University of Maine, she was amem-
ber of Phi Mu Sorority, Omicron Nu-National
Home Economics Honor Society, MCA, the Uni-
versity of Maine 4-H Club as the first woman
president, and the University Chorus.

Shetaught home economicsin Buckfield, ME,
first gradefor 16 yearsin East Hampton, directed
preschool at St. Stephens Church, East Haddam,
and was on the board of directors and substitute
teacher at the Orono Pre-School at Orono United
Methodist Church. She taught Sunday school for
morethan 25 yearsand wasa4-H leader inMaine,
Massachusetts and Connecticut, including sev-
era great yearsin ablack American community.

She married her classmate, Charles B. Smith
Jr., onApril 10, 1942, in Abilene, TX, where he
was stationed with the reactivated 90th Division
at Camp Barkeley. In Abilene, TX, Alice taught
Red Cross courses in canteen and nutrition, and
wasasupervisor inthe Red Cross production pro-
grams. In Hermon she was a charter member of
the PTO, Associate Cub Scout Den Mother and
supervised the school lunch program in the then
new elementary school. Retiring to Orono in
1978, she and her husband did part-time farming
on Main Street for more than 10 years.

She served several terms on Orono Library
Board of Trustees, wasamember of Friendsof the
Library and a director emeritus of the Orono Li-
brary Foundation. She and her husband werelong-
time co-chairs of Orono Historical Society and
shared a seat on the board of directors of the Page
Farm and Home Museum, one of their major in-
terests. She and Charlie were also active in pro-
moting the Orono Land Trust and Edith Patch
House. Alicealso served afew yearsasavolunteer
and director at large at Treats FallsHouse. Sheand
her family enjoyed camping in New England and
the Provinces, plus the annual visits to Pushaw
Lake, whereall six children have property.

Alice and her husband enjoyed their home on
outer Forest Avenue, where they hosted many
groups such as Daughters of the American Revo-
lution, Phi Mu and Alpha Gamma Rho Alumni
and college chapter, Greater Pushaw Lake Asso-
ciation, Women of the World Branchesand anum-
ber of international grad students. Alice's last
years of retirement were made comfortable at
Dirigo Pines Inn by staff and the incredible love
and support of her children, community and ex-
tended family.

She is survived by her husband of 67 years,
CharlesB. Smith Jr. of Orono; six children, Dianne
Blackmer of Jefferson, 1A, Peter Smith and his
wife, Kathy, of East Hampton, Leigh Smith and
Gretchen Luxenberg of Seattle, Dana Smith and
his wife, Jan Kristo of Orono, Louise Smith and
Carmen DiBuono of Orrington and Brian Smith
and hiswife, Susan, of Bangor; onebrother, Arnold
H. Smith and hiswife, Luella, of Parsonsfield; sis-
ter-in-law, Nancy Smith of Parsonsfield; eight
grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, many
nieces, nephews and cousins.

A service of remembrance was held Sunday,
March 29, at Brookings-Smith, LaBeau Chapel,
72 Main St., Orono, with the Rev. Alden Johnson
officiating. Friends called Sunday before the ser-
vice. The family invited relatives and friends to
share conversation and refreshments after the ser-
vice at Stillwater Federated Church, Bennoch
Road, Stillwater (ME).

If you would like to remember Alicein a spe-
cial way, gifts in her memory may be sent to
Orono Public Library Foundation, PO. Box 308,
Orono, ME 04473 or Page Farm and Home Mu-
seum, care of University of Maine Foundation, 2
Alumni Place, Orono, ME 04469-5792.

Condolences to the family may be expressed
at www.BrookingsSmith.com.




