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Kristi Krings Ied a presentatlon at RHAM Middle School Tuesday night called
“Rachel’sChallenge” Kringstold thestory of Rachel Scott, whowasthefirst victim
of the Columbine High School shootings in 1999, and challenged students to live
according to Rachel’s message of kindness.

“Let Your Words Be
TheWordsThat Heal”

by Geeta Schrayter

In a special event on Tuesday, members of
the RHAM community gathered for an evening
follow-up to Rachel’s Challenge, aprogram that
looksto create positive changesin the way stu-
dents—and peoplein general —treat each other.

The program, which was presented to stu-
dents in seventh and eighth grade earlier that
day, wasinspired by Rachel Scott, thefirst vic-
tim of the 1999 Columbine High School
shootings.

Rachel’s hope was to create a “chain reac-
tion” of kindness that would help make the
world a better place. Her life, as well as the
content of her six diaries, isthe foundation for
the program, which aimsto build upon her mes-
sage and improve the world, one act of com-
passion at atime.

During the school day, students assembled
to watch a presentation on Rachel’s Challenge,
followed by a training session that taught the
students how to put the challenge into action.
This included setting up a Friends of Rachel
(FOR) club at the schooal, in conjunction with
the Chainlinks Club that’s already present.

At the evening presentation, community
members had the opportunity to witness the
same visuals that impacted their children ear-
lier in the day. “[ The students] really want you
to hear the things tonight that moved them and
impacted them,” said program presenter Kristi
Krings.

A combination of video clips, photographs,

accounts from family and friends, as well as
Krings narration, served to recount the events
of Columbine and outline Rachel’slife.

Krings described Rachel as kind and
thoughtful. Krings stated that Rachel “was not
perfect; shewasjust anormal teenage girl who
treated otherstheway shewanted to betreated.”

Rachel went out of her way to be kind to
others, Krings said, and just how much of an
impact those small acts of kindness had became
apparent after her passing. Her family began
receiving phone calls, lettersand e-mailsfrom
people whose lives had been touched by the
17-year-old.

Krings told the crowd about a girl named
Amber who, after Rachel’s passing, told the
Scottstheir daughter had turned her first day at
Columbine High School from the worst day
ever to one of the best. After moving therefrom
Georgia, Amber had spent the day being ig-
nored in the hallways. She said that no one
made eye contact with her and no one spoketo
her. Atlunch shesat dlone. That is, until Rachel
noticed and invited her to sit with them. The
girl declined, but Rachel wouldn't be deterred
and instead returned amoment | ater to sit with
her with all of her friendsin tow.

Krings also shared the story of a student
named Adam, who credited Rachel with sav-
ing his life. Born with a disease that caused
him to talk, walk and look differently, he had

See Rachel’s Challenge Page 2

From Andover Resident to Hartford Superintendent

by Geeta Schrayter

Dr. Christina Kishimoto has been working
to improve Hartford Public Schools (HPS) for
the past six years.

Asassi stant superintendent, shewas an edu-
cational leader who worked in areas such as
school curriculum, policy changesand improve-
ments, and new school designs. Over theyears,
she created 26 new school models in the dis-
trict.

“l was very interested in continuing this
work,” said Kishimoto. So when the opportu-
nity to become superintendent presented itself,
she applied and was offered the position,
“whichiswonderful,” she said.

Hartford Board of Education Chairman
David MacDonald, who' sworked closely with
Kishimoto, stated he's confident “she is the
leader Hartford needs” MacDonald said “her
in-depth knowledge of our reform agenda’ and
her “ consistent, strong leadership in executing
that agenda”’ were the main qualities that rec-
ommended her for the position.

Kishimoto's appointment was announced in
March and she officially came on board under
athree-year contract in July.

As superintendent, Kishimoto said her big-
gest challenge will belearning how to acceler-
ate the positive changesthat are already occur-
ring in HPS. When Kishimoto and the Board
of Education first began working on a reform
processfiveyearsago, therewasasmall group
of high performance schools, alot of low per-
formance schoolsand “ very few inthemiddle,”
she said. Now, that’s shifted so that the num-
ber of higher performing schools hasincreased
from four to 11 and many of the schools that
were considered low performing are now inthe
middle.

“Now it's*how do you take school sthat have
improved to that degreeto the next level 7 she
stated, “so that we have a greater number of
high performance schools”

In order to do this, Kishimoto said school
officialsneed to focus on instructional quality.
Specifically, she stated, improving what's hap-
pening in the classroom, “the quality of teach-
ing, how you access students and individual-
ize learning for them,” which will require the
help of Hartford'steachers.

Kishimoto said the rewards of the position
will arrive as she begins to see the success of

the five year plan she's framed which focuses
on three goals.

Thefirst goal isto have every child reading
at grade level by the third grade, a factor that
determines high school success.

Thesecondisto restructure the middle school
experience so it engages students during the
crucial sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade period
when kids often get distracted and are going
through changes.

“It could be atough time,” Kishimoto said,
“but while they’re going through all that | want
them to be having fun at school”

Lastly, Kishimoto aims to improve college
readiness, and ensure each student who gradu-
ates with an HPS diploma will be able to start
college without the need for remedia courses.

Kishimoto said one of the things she's ex-
cited about is being contracted with The Col-
legeBoard. Thismeansthat every junior inHPS
will take the SAT exam during the school day,
eliminating the need to register and come on a
Saturday, when they may have work or other
obligations.

“A lot of [students' success] just involvestak-

See Superintendent Page 2
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Andover
Christina Kishimoto is now the
Hartford Superintendent of Schoals.
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Rachel’s Challenge cont. from Front Page
endured years of bullying. One day, two boys
twice his size were being particularly mean:
dlamming him against the lockers, knocking
books out of his hands and calling him names.
Rachel noticed from down the hall, ran over
and got between Adam and the bullieswith her
fistsballed, saying “if youtouch himagain, it's
‘gotime.’”

Adam told her parents she had saved hislife
when she stood up for him, because he had been
planning to take hisown. Until he met Rachel,
Adam said he felt like nobody cared whether
helived or died.

It was stories such as these that highlighted
the impact Rachel had on the people around
her, and supported the five goals that the stu-
dentswere challenged with during the day and
community memberswere challenged with that
evening.

The first of those goals was to look for the
best in people. Krings said this goal came not
only from Rachel, but her older brother too.

Craig Scott was also astudent at Columbine
High School, and on April 20, 1999, he ended
up in the library with two of his friends when
Eric Harrisand Dylan Klebold began shooting.
Thelibrary wasthe scene of the most fatalities.

In avideo that was played during the event,
Craig described what happened that day. He
said the shooters cameinto theroom firing their
gunsand yelling at each other and the students.
When they saw Craig’sfriend Isaiah, who was
oneof thefew black studentsin the school, hid-
ing under the table with Craig and his other
friend Matt, they taunted him with racial slurs.

“Thelast thing he heard wasracia slurs be-
ing said against him,” Craig said in the video.
“And the last thing he said was ‘1 want to see
my Mom.” Thenthey shot Isaiah, and then they
shot my friend Matt.”

Krings shared that Craig had spoken to her
and expressed hisdesirefor Rachel’s Challenge
to help eliminate prejudices. “He said ‘Kristi,
when you talk to people, would you just ask
them to get rid of any prejudicesthat they have
intheir heartstowards peoplethat are different
than them?” explained Krings.

Avoiding prejudice was also something
Rachel wanted. In an essay shewrote on ethics
a month before she died, Krings said Rachel
“challenged her reader to start what she called
‘achain reaction of kindnessand compassion.’”
Shewroteacode of ethicsfor peopleto follow,
which included looking for the best in others.

“Look for the best in others and you won't
haveaproblemwith prejudice” shewrote. She
challenged peopl e to give others three chances
before daring to judge or label them.

“We can always find what we look for in
people,” Krings stated. “So if you look for the
worst, you canfindit. It'sthere. But if youlook
for the best, you can find that too.”

Superintendent cont. from Front Page

ing away some of the impediments,” said
Kishimato. “I’m trying to change the mindset
of the district in how we operate.”

She stated that there are some things within
thedistrict, such asmeeting state standards; that
should remain typical. But other aspects need
to be different.

“Our school system is an urban school sys-
tem,” Kishimoto said, “and our kids have ex-
periences and challenges that may be different
fromtheir peersin suburban areas.” Dueto this,
how the board accomplishes their work, she
said, needs to be different.

And she knows a bit about both environ-
ments. Kishimoto grew up in New York City,
but moved to Andover when she cameto Con-
necticut, and was a resident for a total of 15
years.

“1 didn’t know anything about Andover when
| moved there,” shesaid. “I just loved the coun-
try and | love the cows and the horses” She
added that the switch from city life to country
living was exciting. “It was a great change,
she said.

“Where | lived — my home, my property —
was my favorite place” she reminisced. “My
house sat up on a hill, we had 25 acres of land
. .. between the privacy and just the beauty of
theland, it wasjust fabulous.”

Andover also holds a specia place with
Kishimoto, for being aconversation starter be-
tween her and her husband.

“1 was awaysfishing the small streams” she
said. “That was actually my favorite pastime.
It's probably the thing peopl e know least about
me.” Kishimoto used to enjoy fishinginthestre-
ambed near Long Hill Road, and she credits
this hobby with leading to her marriage.

“We got to know each other because of the
small stream fishing that we did” she said.

The two of them met at Wesleyan Univer-
sity, and “our conversation started with him
[saying] ‘I heard you fishin Andover. | fish over

Other goalsin the challengeincluded choos-
ing positiveinfluences and speaking with kind-
ness. Krings explained that Rachel had role
models such as Anne Frank and Dr. Martin
Luther King, while the shooters looked up to
Adolf Hitler.

“Rachel chose positiveinfluencesin her life
and | want to challenge all of you in the room
to do the same,” said Krings. “Because the
choicesthat we make today, do determine who
we become tomorrow.”

In her code of ethics, Rachel wrote, “people
will never know how far a little kindness can
go.” Krings said that people often look for
something big that will make a “dramatic dif-
ference” inthelives of others, but stated in the
process, “amillion littlethingsthat would make
an even bigger difference” are overlooked.
People may be going through something that
no one else knows about, and a smile or an act
of kindness could make asignificant difference
intheir lives, Krings explained.

“Weall know that words can hurt and words
can heal,” she challenged. “Let your words be
the words that heal.”

Rachel’s Challenge has impacted people all
around the world. “I1f you go halfway around
theworld to Australiaor New Zealand, you're
going to find students there who have accepted
Rachel’sChallenge,” said Krings. Over 50 mil-
lion people have heard Rachel’s story, and it's
impacted individual s such asformer presidents
Bill Clinton and George W. Bush, and such
celebrities and athletes as Chuck Norris, Elton
John, Tony Romo and Tony Dorsett.

But the program’s target is students, and at
the RHAM presentation Krings hoped to im-
pact the school’s seventh- and eighth-graders
the same way millions of individuals aready
have been.

For seventh grader C.J. Yopp of Hebron,
that’sexactly what happened. Even though C.J.
saw the presentation during the school day, he
returned with his mother in the evening to see
it again.

“1 thought it was really cool how we got to
learn more about Rachel and how she experi-
enced thisand how sheredlly is,” said Yopp.

While he admitted he was probably guilty
of alittle prejudice, “everyone [is] realy,” he
accepted the challenge, stating, “I’ m definitely
going to change the way | see people”

After she died, one of Rachel’s diaries was
found; it was stored in her backpack, which had
been shot that fateful day. On the back of the
diary, next to abullet hole, Rachel had written,
“| refuse to be labeled as average.” Those who
knew her, and the millions who have been im-
pacted by her lifewould say she'sfar fromiit.

For moreinformation on Rachel’s Challenge,

visit rachelschallenge.org.

there;” shared Kishimoto. “And that’s how the
story started.”

“It'sso funny,” Kishimoto laughed. “No one
knowsthat story. | can’'t believe| saidthat! I'm
supposed to beatough superintendent here, you
know, and I've got thislike, softer side.”

But fishing story aside, Kishimotoisall busi-
ness and dedication when it comesto her posi-
tion as superintendent, even tying her family’s
decision to move to Hartford back to the stu-
dents.

“One of thethingsour kidshavetolearnina
school system likethe Hartford Public Schools,
where we have a high poverty level,” she said,
“isthat when you access education and you're
successful through education, one of thethings
that providesyou are choices... and whereyou
chooseto liveand work, and where you choose
to play as an adult, is part of the choices you
have”

Kishimoto said relocating to Hartford made
sense, “interms of just, my responsibility, and
wanting to befully invested, and living and tak-
ing advantage of the Hartford community.”

However, even if she hadn’t become super-
intendent, Kishimoto saysit wastimefor some
place new.

“1 do not predict where I’'m gonna be,” she
said. “I really enjoy where | am at the moment
and | keep myself open to what’s going to hap-
pen next. | think that’s how | ended up in
Andover from New York City,” she added. “I
mean, how do you go from the Bronx into
Andover, right?

“1 was just ready for something . . . for that
next thing,” said Kishimato.

And at present, that “ next thing” would seem
to be filling the role described to her by
MacDonald and being “the leader Hartford
needs,” working with 24,000 students, 48
schools and a staff of 5,000 as Hartford's su-
perintendent.

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

Red Sox fanslikely feel differently, but last
Wednesday was an absol utely fascinating end
to the baseball season.

For four — yes, four — teams, the whole
season had boiled down to onegame. The Red
Sox and theAtlantaBraves (which, inapiece
of meaninglesstrivia, had co-existed with the
Red Sox in Boston until the 1950s, when the
team moved to Milwaukee) had both blown
wild-card leads that were thought to be in-
surmountable—nine gamesfor Boston, eight
and a half for Atlanta.

So the two punch-drunk teams, as well as
the two sguads that had been chasing and fi-
nally caught them (the Tampa Bay Rays and
the St. Louis Cardinals, respectively), entered
play last Wednesday in absolute must-win
situations.

Aswe know, only two of those teamswon.
Down in Atlanta, the Braves blew a ninth-
inning lead against the hated Phillies before
losing in extrainnings. St. Louishad won its
game against Houston quite handily earlier
inthe evening, so the Cardsfound themselves
advancing to the playoffs, while a stunned
Braves team was forced to sit and wonder.

| spent last Wednesday night shuttling be-
tween all four of the games (which fortunately
were al on TV). And for a good portion of
the night, it looked like Boston would actu-
ally avoid the dubious distinction of having
the biggest September collapse in baseball
history. The Sox wereleading Baltimore, and
Tampa Bay had fallen into an early 7-0 hole
against the dreaded Yankees. But the never-
say-die Rays amazingly came back, scoring
six inthe eighth and onein the ninth, to force
extrainnings.

Meanwhile, up in Maryland, the Red Sox
managed to snatch defeat from the jaws of
victory, giving up thetying and winning runs
in the bottom of the ninth to the scrappy Ori-
oles, who were playing for nothing but pride,
and making the most of it.

Mere moments after Boston lost, the Rays
Evan Longoria deposited a screaming line
driveinto theleft field seats—and TampaBay
was headed to the playoffs.

Okay, full confession time: | was rooting
for the Rays. | just found them an amazing
story. Talk about underdogs. Herewas ateam,
with the second-lowest payroll in the game,
which had seen several star players depart last
season, that somehow hung on — and against
the Red Sox, the team with the second-high-
est payroll in the game (after the Yankees).
What agreat story they were.

So | was happy when the Raysmadeit into
the playoffs — and sorry to see them lose the
Division Seriesto Texasthisweek. The Rays
had been quitethelittle enginethat could this
year —and |'d have loved to have seen them
go all theway. But still, they have alot to be
proud of. Hopefully they can build on this
successand beaforceintheAmerican League
next season.

Asfor the Red Sox, they learned this sea-

son what alot of teams —including the Mets
— have learned over the years: you can't buy
yourself achampionship. Sure, they were bit
by the injury bug this year, but what seemed
to hurt them morewas alack of team chemis-
try. Whenever people start tal king about team
chemistry, there's aways going to be some
stat-head who says chemistry isoverrated. But
it realy isn’t. You can throw gobs of money
at the Adrian Gonzalezes and the Carl
Crawfords of the world, but at the end of the
day, you have to have chemistry; you haveto
have a team that meshes together as a unit.
I’m not sure that happened here.

Instead, what the team did have, accord-
ing to many accounts, was. asense of entitle-
ment; a lack of urgency; and alack of club-
house leadership. (“ They don’t need aleader,”
ESPN quoted an anonymous Boston player
as saying. “They need a babysitter.”)

To be honest, it’s been less fun in the last
couple of yearsto watch the Red Sox, asthey
began spending money like it was going out
of styleand, frankly, began to bear morethan
apassing resemblanceto the dreaded Yankees.

And the Red Sox’ transformation to “New
York Yankees: Massachusetts Edition” took
another step closer to completion last Friday
when Terry Francona—the man who had led
Boston to not one but two world champion-
ships, after being title-lessfor morethan eight
decades — fell on the sword and announced
hewould not be returning to manage the team
in 2012.

Sure, the Boston front office was gracious
enough to let Francona act like this was all
hisidea, and not make it look like they basi-
cally showed him the door — but even Tito, in
his press conference last Friday, wondered
aloud if ownership even wanted him back. For
the front office to want to part ways with
Franconaafter one disappointing season, de-
spiteall he's done for them, seemsvery Yan-
kees-esque. Asafriend of mine hasremarked,
it's like the last scene in Animal Farm. The
once-sweet pigs have become the evil hu-
mans.

Perhaps the Red Sox can spend this off-
season figuring out how they can go back to
being the Red Sox. For now, though, there's
postseason baseball towatch. I'mwriting this
column Tuesday night, so | don’t know what
else will have transpired in the playoffs by
the time you read this. So who knows, this
matchup might not even be possible. But what
I'd like to see is a Texas Rangers-Milwaukee
Brewers World Series. Two teams who have
never won a championship squaring off for
all the marbles. Hopefully, the Rangers will
win.

And | aso hopetheWorld Series provesto
be as fascinating as that 162nd day of base-
ball was|ast Wednesday. Because, really, that
was some mighty fine entertainment.

* k %

See you next week.



School Board Member Proposes Dress Code for EHM S

by Joshua Anusewicz

If Board of Education member Don Coolican
gets his way, residents might see a lot more
sharp-dressed youngsters around East Hamp-
ton.

At a recent board meeting, Coolican re-
quested that the idea of having a “dress code”
at East Hampton Middle School be put on the
agenda as atopic of discussion.

Thedress code Coolicanisproposing would
includeasolid color polo shirt, with khaki pants
(or shorts for the warmer months) and dress
shoes. Coolican, who said he has raised the
question at meetings before but “ can never get
it seconded,” cited three main reasonsfor adress
code.

The first reason, Coolican said, is that he
feels students at the school dress inappropri-
ately, “particularly girls” He said that this can
bring up a“touchy” situation if amale faculty
member has to work closely with female stu-
dents.

The second reason Coolican said adress code

would be useful isto help curb bullying at the
school. Coolican said that clothing has become
a“competition,” where students can feel alien-
ated if they don’t have the most popular brands
or styles.

“Kidswon't feel discriminated against if they
don’t have the most up-to-date clothes,”
Coolican said.

Coolican’sthird reason for the code hasless
to do with school, and moreto do with helping
parents. Coolican said if students are wearing
the same ouitfits, parents won't “have to dis-
cuss what to wear every morning.” Coolican,
who has 14 grandchildren, said he understands
thedifficulties of discussing with children what
clothesto wear.

But he also believesthat having adress code
will save parents money. He said that uniform
clothing can be ordered at “a good price,” and
ismuch less expensive than designer clothing.

At the meeting, the board, although not in
total agreement, reached a consensus to look
into the proposal further. Coolican said that in

the past, the proposal has usual ly been discussed
by the policy committee, who he said has “ put
it off.” His hopeis to create an “ad hoc com-
mittee” instead that would look into the pro-
posal.

Nancy Briere, the principal of EHMS, said
Wednesday that all of the points Coolican
makes are “valid points,” but said the school
aready has a dress code that is appropriately
enforced.

“If there are ever any incidents, we address
them,” Briere said, adding that teachers often
bring issues to the attention of the administra-
tionanditis“corrected swiftly.”

Currently, Briere said that the main con-
cern is students that wear “revealing” cloth-
ing, such as short shorts or tops that don’t
completely cover the upper-body. She said that
in a case where a student was wearing some-
thing revealing, the school provides clothes
to cover the student’s outfit for the rest of the
day.

Briere, who said she hasn't spoken directly

with Coolican about the matter, admitted that
the ideas of adress code curbing bullying and
easing the burden on parents were things that
should be discussed. She said that as the dis-
cussion movesforward, she would be “open to
being involved” in the process, athough she
doesn’t feel that enforcement is currently an
issue.

Coolican said the dress code that isin place
at the middle school is not aways “totally en-
forced,” which hesays“blurstheling” for what
is appropriate for students to wear.

“Sometimes, you can walk into the school
and say to yourself, ‘What are these kidswear-
ing?” Coolican said. “And the styles are al-
ways changing.” He said that he has spoken
with a number of parents within the district,
and said that he “almost never hear[s] that it's
abad idea”

At this point, the matter has been made a
discussion topic at future board meetings, but
no motion has been made.

L ayoffs Rescinded, Nine Return to Troop K

by Joshua Anusewicz

Nine state troopers that were laid off from
Troop K in Colchester in July as part of Gover-
nor Dannel Malloy’s budget-bal ancing plan will
soon be returning to patrol, the Connecticut
State Police Union confirmed this week.

Earlier intheweek, the Department of Pub-
lic Safety announced that the statewide lay-
off notices for 56 state troopers, which went
into effect on Aug. 24, had been rescinded.
State Police Union President Andrew
Matthews said Wednesday that this included
Troop K, which covers Colchester, Hebron,
Andover and Marlborough, as well as other
areatowns.

“We'reall pleased,” said Matthewsabout the
troopers. “It's a great day, especially for the
public safety of the state. We're all thankful.”

Matthews credited the police union members
and the governor’s administration for “putting
these guys back to work” in what ended up be-
ing a*“respectful” six weeks.

Portland Selectmen Discuss Tree

by Joshua Anusewicz

In the weeks since Tropical Storm Irene
swept through Portland, concerns have been
raised over the number of treesin thetown that
arein poor condition, and could poseathreat if
another storm hit.

At a Board of Selectmen’s meeting on
Wednesday, selectman Fred Knous requested
to discuss someof theissuesthat hefound most
important. Knous provided an outline to the
board, which touched on key points regarding
the response from Connecticut Light & Power
(CL&P) to trimming trees, and thetown’sown
response.

Knoussaid hishiggest concern wasthat resi-
dents “pay high bills for electric service and
deserve quality service.” With that in mind, he
felt CL& P'sresponse was* not robust enough”
following Irene. He brought up that, during a
testimony, CL&P claimed they had to spend
$75 million in storm response, and the com-
pany told the state that they are* not atreetrim-
ming business.”

What concerned Knous was not how much
it cost CL&P, but how much it cost the town
and itsresidents.

According to the Department of Public
Safety, since “the state employee unions rati-
fied” the budget cuts, a total of 40 personnel
“of various ranks’ had chosen to retire on ei-
ther Sept. 1 or Oct. 1, freeing up a total of
$2,254,460 in salaries. The 56 state troopers
who have had their layoff notices rescinded
have salaries totaling $1,888,830.

“Asaformer state trooper myself, it pained
me to send layoff notices to the 56 men and
women who are part of our state police force,”
Department of Emergency Servicesand Public
Protection Commissioner Reuben Bradford said
inapressrelease. “With theretirements of some
of the longest-serving members of the state
police, we were able to rescind the layoffs. ...
I’m looking forward to having them back on
theroad.”

The troopers that had received the layoff
notices were from the 121st training troop —
the most recent graduates and newest members

“The power outages certainly cost our town,
too,” said Knous. “And CL&P will undoubt-
edly try to recover their end with higher rates,
which we have to pay.” He added that while
CL&P's“missionisnot treeremoval,” treetrim-
ming is actually built into customers' rates.

During that testimony, Knous said, CL& P
stated that it wasn't alack of “tree trimming”
that had caused the lines to be knocked down,
but “hazard trees” instead.

What Knous proposed to the board was a
recommendation to “proactively” review the
treesin town, and attempt to remove any trees
that look as though they could pose athreat to
power lines or personal property. He said that
even if trees could not be removed, the town
could “increase the cycle of tree trimming.”

Director of Public Works Rick Kelsey, who
also works as the de facto tree warden for the
town, said Portland has a “good tree mainte-
nance system” in place, but any increaseintree
work would “all boil down to budget.” Kelsey
said the town currently has $15,000 in its bud-
get for tree maintenance, which has not been

of the force. These troopers will be “ stationed
on theroad,” the press release stated, and will
bereturning either today, Oct. 7, or Friday, Oct.
21, depending on the order they were laid off.

State Police Lt. J. Paul Vance told the
Rivereast in July that the layoffs would not af-
fect resident state trooper operations in the
towns. Vance could not be reached for com-
ment for thisarticle.

Matthews said Wednesday that while all of
the laid-off troopers would be returning to pa-
trol, it has not been determined whether troop-
erswho had been “ pulled from their units’ into
patrol would be returning to their respective
units. He said that due to the layoffs there was
“transferring” amongst personnel statewide,
where some troopers were performing more
than onetask. Thiscreated apublic safety con-
cern, he said.

A concern that remains is the total number
of members on the force throughout the state,

whichwill be 1,127, with the layoffs rescinded.
The statutory mandate that was passed in 1998,
Matthews said, is 1,248. He said that staffing
levels*haven’t been thislow sincethe‘ 70sand
‘80s”

When asked if the union planned to push the
state to enforce the mandate, Matthews said
thereis currently “pending litigation” and that
the union has been asked not to disclose any
details for the time being. It was stated in the
press release, however, that there will be ef-
fortsto streamline the state police for cost-cut-
ting measures, which would possibly go against
any effort to enforce the mandate.

“This does not reverse the process aready
started by Commissioner Bradford to stream-
line the department and see more sworn per-
sonnel performing hazardous duty functions
around the state,” Office of Policy and Man-
agement Secretary Ben Barnes stated about the
layoffs being rescinded.

M aintenance, Possible Removal

touched since the current fiscal year started in
July.

Kelsey said he keeps a record of hazardous
treesin town, and that he currently hasalist of
“about 75 trees” on both public and private
property. That list, he said, iscompiled by haz-
ardous trees reported by himself, the highway
department, and concerned residents. Those
trees that are on public property, Kelsey said,
are checked for their condition and prioritized
by those that pose the biggest threat to resi-
dents.

During Irene, Kelsey said the high winds
“actually helped a little” by knocking down
some of theweaker trees. However, Kelsey said
that “some of the good treesfell, and that some
of the bad trees didn’t,” which means some of
the hazardous trees could be in even worse
shape.

No action was taken to expedite the tree
maintenance, but First Selectwoman Susan
Bransfield said she has spoken with CL&P to
plan a meeting between the company and the
town to make “aconcerted effort toward main-

tenance and removal.” She said CL&P has al-
ready begun trimming trees that Kelsey had
listed as hazardous, but its only trees located
near CL& P power lines.

Bransfield said there are “tens of thousands
of trees’ throughout the town, and many more
hazardous trees that aren’t located near CL& P
linesthat need to beremoved. She said sheplans
to work with Kelsey and the town’s Conserva
tion Commission to discuss the maintenance
of these trees.

Aside from safety, Bransfield said that trees
arealso “part of thetown’s landscape” and add
an aesthetic value to the town. She said that if
treesareremoved, whether on public or private
land, she plans to consult “arborists or land-
scapers’ to find out options for replacing the
trees. She said that keeping a neighborhood
“filled in” with trees maintains property value
and makes the town “look better.”

* k% %

The next Board of Selectmen’s meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 19, at 7:30 p.m.,
at Portland Library.



More Money, More Problems for Portland Arrigoni Project

by Joshua Anusewicz

The state Department of Transportation
(DOT) announced last week that the project to
repair the Arrigoni Bridgeisrunning about two
weeks behind schedule, and the budget hasin-
creased by almost $2 million.

However, DOT spokesman Kevin Nursick
said this week the department plans to “make
thetime up” asthe project moves along.

The first stage of the project, which began
in June, is now scheduled to finish in mid-De-
cember; it wasoriginally dated to be completed
at the end of November. Thisstagewill replace
the deck and pedestrian sidewalk on the south
side of the bridge.

Nursick said it’s not uncommon for projects
that deal with bridgesto suffer setbacks, asthe
condition of the “superstructure’ is often not
known until the deck is taken up.

“Whenwetalk dates, there are variablesthat
arestill unknowntous,” Nursick said Tuesday.
“TheDOT hasto deal withthisall of thetime.”

This echoed the words of Dave Cutler, asu-
pervising engineer from the DOT, who said at
anApril meeting of the Middlesex Chamber of
Commerce that the dates were all tentative.

Asfor the cause of the setback, Nursick said

two additional taskswill haveto bedoneinthe
first stage of the project. The first will be to
repair the portions of the pedestrian sidewalk
that approach the bridge from the Portland and
Middletown sides, which he said would cost
an additional $600,000.

Also, the handrails on the pedestrian side-
walks, which Nursick said the DOT expected
toreuse, will needto bereplaced. Thiswill cost
roughly $500,000.

The handrails “were in much worse condi-
tion than we expected,” Nursick said.

On top of the additional $1.1 million for the
construction of the bridge, the DOT has also
added $800,000 for more police patrol on both
sides of the bridge. This will continue to in-
clude police at the intersection of routes 17A
and 66 in Portland, but will now include an
additiona officer at the foot of the bridge to
make sure traffic is running smoothly.

First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield called
the increased police presence “money well
spent.”

“We need to provide appropriate traffic con-
trol,” she said. “Our officers have done a fan-
tastic job.”

Bransfield said she has seen less congestion
on Main Street during peak hours, and added
that she was encouraged so many drivers have
heeded the officers' instructionsto “ stay inling”
asthey approach the bridge.

Bransfield said she has heard mostly posi-
tive feedback from residents regarding the
bridge, but did say she received some negative
comments in September, when residents were
using the roads under the bridge as a “short-
cut” to avoid the traffic. She said that after she
received severa calls about the matter, an of -
ficer was briefly stationed under the bridge and
the problem “ seems to be fixed.”

Nursick said the recent setbacks and addi-
tional costs are “not out of the ordinary” for a
project of this scale, and that the final comple-
tion date is still scheduled for next fall.

“We don’'t consider ourselves behind until
we miss our completion date,” Nursick said.
“We don’'t expect to miss that.” He added that
there are no additional concernsfor the project
at thistime. The project isdueto be completed
by fall 2012.

Accordingto Nursick, theproject iscurrently
awaiting the arrival of thefirst major portion of

decking to put into place. He said that when it
arrives, the decking will be manufactured and
placed in, concrete will be poured for the road
and the sidewalks, and then asphalt laid down
for the road. The lane on the south side of the
bridge will then be open for traffic, Nursick
said, in mid-December.

When the south lane is completed, the sec-
ond stage will begin on the center lanethat has
yet to berepaired. Thiswill close the two cen-
ter lanes of the bridge and split traffic to the
outside lanes of the bridge.

Nursick said that about aweek ago, workers
began on night shiftsfrom 7 p.m.-4 am. to help
get closer to the expected completion date of
the first stage.

The cost for the project now sits at roughly
$19 million, and is being entirely funded by
the state, including the cost for police presence.
The construction is being performed by The
Middlesex Corporation of Littleton, MA, with
the help of the state DOT.

In 2009, the bridge was graded athree out of
10 by the DOT; the bridge was built in 1938,
and itsstructure hasremained mostly untouched
sincethen.

Marlborough Selectmen Vote ‘ Yes on Tax Abatement

by Bailey Seddon

The selectmen voted Tuesday to approve a
tax abatement for residents 65 or over, or those
who aretotally disabled, as discussed at apub-
lic hearing last month.

The tax relief proposal was originaly put
forward by the chairman of the Commission
on Aging, Dennis Hawrylko, and would pro-
vide tax relief to al residents 65 or over or to-
tally disabled.

At Tuesday’ s meeting, the board made some
changesto thetax abatement program. The big-
gest change was to make the tax relief only to
residents over 65 or completely disabled that
were making $28,900 or less. Those making
up to $23,600 would get $500 in abatement
and those making $23,601 to $28,900 get $300
in abatement. There are 32 householdsin town
that qualify for the abatement, according to the
selectmen. First Selectman Bill Black men-
tioned that the money to pay for the abatements
would come from the $20,000 the town re-
ceives in debt service reductions for the next
13 years.

These numbersvaried greatly from what was
presented at a Sept. 20 public hearing. Theini-
tial proposal would have given $500 to anyone
who makes $32,201 or less, $400 to anyone
making $32,201-45,300 and $300 to those who
make $45,300 or over.

However, all three of the selectmen wanted
to scale back those figures.

“In this economy, you have got to go in con-
servatively,” said selectwoman Riva Clark.

Therevised proposal, selectman JoeLaBella
said, “is amuch more modest version than we
had previously discussed.”

Thisnew tax relief abatement alignswith the
Circuit Breaker program, a program for low-
income residents, which isauthorized and paid
for by the state. The town would give eligible
residentstheir tax abatement but residents could
also get additional money from the state Cir-

cuit Breaker Program. The program is based
on a sliding scale, which varies based on
people’s income and marital status. For in-
stance, aresident could get an additional $1,250
if they are married and have an income of un-
der $11,700, LaBellasaid.

The selectmen &l so nixed the idea of having
the town place liens on the homes of people
eligible for the tax abatement. At last month’s
public hearing, several citizens had advocated
the liens, including Board of Finance Chair-
woman Cathi Gaudinski and fellow finance
board member Cliff Denniss, while Hawrylko
was opposed, saying they lead to “a second-
class citizen type of mentality.”

At Tuesday’s meeting, Black agreed with
Hawrylko, saying simply, “They don’t work.”

Also at Tuesday’s meeting, Black com-
mended the Commission on Aging for how
much work it has done on the program.

“1 think they have been generousin the way
they went about thisand pursuediit,” said Black.

During the public comments section of the
meeting, Board of Finance member Dick Shea
said state statute states an ordinance such as
the tax abatement proposal cannot solely be
done by the Board of Selectmen —which was
something he had brought up at last month’s
public hearing.

“It'svery clear to meit can only be done on
recommendation from the Board of Finance,”
Shea said. Shea said no such recommendation
was made by his board and urged the Board of
Selectmen to discuss it with the Board of Fi-
nance before a decision was made. Shea also
felt that if the selectmen did not discussthe new
law with his board then the law itself could be
brought into question.

“1 would urge this board to come down on
the conservative side of thelaw,” Shea said.

The board listened to Shea's comments but
oncethetimeto makethe decision came, First

Selectman Bill Black said that he felt the
Board of Selectmen have given the Board of
Finance plenty of time to put input into the
law.

“It has been ayear-plus’ that the selectmen
have been looking at the proposal and the Board
of Finance has still not made any recommen-
dations, said Black.

La Bella agreed with Black, saying he felt
the Board of Selectmen was not bound by a
recommendation from the Board of Finance
since finance board members had chosen not
to act in the past year.

“Canwecompel themtoact?’ LaBellaasked
the other members of hisboard. He said hefelt
they could not. Black agreed, and both felt that
if the Board of Finance had wanted to act, by
now they would have.

Clark agreed that the Board of Finance should
have acted on the proposed ordinance, but said
shefelt afinal draft should be sent to the Board
of Selectmen beforeafina decision was made.
Clark said the Board of Finance did not haveto
approveit, but she still felt it should be sent to
them.

“It would be an appropriate step,” said Clark.

La Bella and Black disagreed, saying they
wanted to move on and vote for the program.

“1 think we have been more than patient,”
said Black. “Weoweit to our seniors...we have
a responsibility to act,” Black said. La Bella
and Black voted yes to the tax relief program,
while Clark abstained.

Sheasaid Wednesday hefelt the selectmen’s
characterization of the Board of Finance'slack
of action on the ordinance was “redlly at odds
with what happened.”

Sheasaid Black had agreed to meet with the
Board of Finance*onceor twice,” but then can-
celed each time.

“Hejust stonewalled that part of the process;”

Sheasaid.

The abatement will take effect for the 2012-
13 fiscal year.

Another ‘yes vote of interest was for the
peddling and solicitation permits. As of now,
anyone can obtain a permit, which is good for
one year, and can go door-to-door in the town;
either for a certain cause or to solicit to resi-
dents.

A couple of changes were made from the
previous draft, which was also presented at the
Sept. 20 public hearing. One such change was
clarifying when the permit should expire. As
of now it expiresin June, but the board thought
this should be changed to accommodate ped-
dling season.

“The redlity is...most peddling takes place
inearly spring to latefall,” said Black. The se-
lectmen decided to switch the permitsfrom run-
ning one fiscal year (July 1-June 30) to run-
ning one calendar year (Jan. 1-Dec. 31).

Clark said another change she would likeis
to have better contact information so the town
could reach the company, or agent, that any
peddler represents. Black liked this proposed
change saying that sometime back, there had
been acompany that went around selling books
but when they tried to get in contact with the
agent, there was no number on file.

“It can be achallenge,” said Black, to get in
touch with the agents. He said he also felt that
it wasagood ideafor the protection of theresi-
dents. Clark agreed saying she wants to have
theinformation part of the application process.

“We do our best to get our information” so
we know who isin the town, said Clark.

* k %

The next Board of Selectmen’s meeting will
be held Tuesday, Nov. 15, at 7 p.m. at Town
Hall.



Allegra Farm Offering Spooky Hayridesin Colchester

by Bailey Seddon

Halloween is mere weeks away and, in the
spirit of the season, Allegra Farm will offer
spooky storytelling hayrides. The hayrides start
today and will run through the end of the month.

For nearly 40 years, John Allegra has been
offering horse and carriage servicesfor avari-
ety of occasions, including weddings, funerals
and even Hollywood productions. The Hallow-
een hayridesareanew addition, though. Allegra
said he has never offered the hayrides because
he feels it can be too intense for the horses if
there aretoo many loud noises or peoplejump-
ing out at them.

“Haunted and horsesdon’t go together,” said
Allegra.

Fortunately, Allegra was able to find a way
to do the haunted hayride and not spook the
horses. Instead of the typical offerings of a
haunted hayride—Ioud music, dressed-up char-
acters and screams — the farm will have a sto-
ryteller, Henry Savin, who will tell tales to
people asthey ride through the woods. Allegra
said the scariness of the story will depend on
the age group of the folks on each ride.

Thehayridescost $10 per person and areheld
every Friday, Saturday and Sunday through the
end of the month. Allegra will have a bonfire
and encourages people to bring any food and
drink they want. The rides, which are about 20
minutes each, will run from 7-9 p.m. Allegra
added that if a lot people show up, the rides
may be extended past 9 p.m. and will run for
about 20 minutes each, though he said 11 p.m.
isthe absolute deadline, asany longer than four
hoursistoo much for the horses.

If they proveto beasuccess, the spooky hay-
rides will be something Allegra is hoping to
repeat every year.

“1 am up for anything once,” Allegra said.
“If it workswe will do it again.”

The hayrides are a way to help Allegra
through October, which he said tendsto be his
slowest time of year. While horse and carriage
rides may seem ideal for the warmer-weather,
Allegra also keeps busy during the winter —
most prominently during the lantern light tours
at Mystic Seaport.

The tours, Allegra said, were “what really

turned my business into a full-time business.”

During the lantern light tours, every night is
Christmas Eve 1876, in the pretend village of
Greenmanville. People carry lanterns around,
participate in astoryline that istold to them as
they enter the “town” and get to ride on atrol-
ley or omnibus from Allegra Farm.

It is through his dealings with Mystic that
Allegralearned of Savin. Allegrasaid Savindid
impersonationsat Mystic, and thought hewould
be perfect for the scary story rides. (Savin's
activities at Mystic include participating in
“Nautical Nightmares,” which Savin called “an
evening of spookiness’ held weekendsin Oc-
tober.)

Allegra has also gone Hollywood a number
of timesin the past 15 years, as his horses and
carriages have been featured in such moviesas
Amistad, Kate and Leopold, The Golden Boys
and The Time Machine and TV shows such as
Boardwalk Empire, The Buccaneers and Sex
and the City. Allegra himself even made the
silver screen on one of these occasions. In Kate
and Leopold, he played Leopold’'s (Hugh
Jackman’s) driver in a scene where Leopold is
taken to his mansion for aball.

While the lantern light tours and the movie
gigs have been going on for awhile, something
new thefarmisoffering are“hot rod” funerals.
Instead of a hearse, the deceased is brought to
the graveyard in an antique car. Allegrasaid he
thought this might be something that alover of
old carswould like as a funeral option.

“1t's never been done before,” he said.

Allegra Farm is also home to the Horse
Drawn Carriage and Sleigh Museum of New
England. Walking through thefarm’sbarn with
al theold carriages, itiseasy to seewhy Allegra
iscalled to be apart of movie sets. Allegra has
acquired many carriages over the years, most
of which are from the 1800s. There is also a
carriage that only presidents and royalty had
ever been in back in its heyday. Then thereis
an 1890 Cunningham hearsethat wasoriginally
from Rochester, NY —and was nearly destroyed
when the New Britain barn it was being stored
in caught fire in the 1980s.

Sign Vandalism Costing Hebron

by Geeta Schrayter

A recent rash of sign vandalismin Hebronis
costing the town thousands.

The vandalism, which has been directed to-
wards signs on Jones Street and Burrows Hill
Road, consists of crude drawings, words and
the alteration of speed limits.

Although common to lose an occasional sign
and have a few vandalized in the course of a
year, this spurt of vandalism includes “20 or
s0” signs, according to Public Works Director
Andrew Tierney, and has taken place over the
last couple of weeks.

The vandalism normally extends to “one or
two or three[signs] ayear and then we can live
with that” Tierney said. “Or somebody steals
oneand putsitintheir garage or their bedroom.”

“But,” he added, “thisis getting crazy.”

Tierney noted that none of the vandalized
signscan befixed. Each oneisreplaced assoon
as the Public Works Department is notified.
Whilethe department hasasel ection of replace-
ment signson hand, “ signsare expensive’ said
Tierney, adding that “they’re going right
through my inventory.”

The cost of replacing each sign is around
$100, when taking into account the sign itself,
the postsand hardware, Tierney said. He stated
that so far, the damage has cost a couple thou-
sand dollars.

And town signs aren’t the only thing being
affected. Hebron resident Christine Intraviahad
an entire sign stolen from her property alittle
over a week ago. Intravia had purchased her
husband a “tractor crossing” sign for Christ-
mas that was placed out by their garage. After
an incident a year ago where another of their
signs was unscrewed and stolen, Intravia and
her husband decided to bend the screws over
on thisone so it couldn’t be removed.

But the culprits weren't deterred. Instead,
they pulled the sign post out and took the en-
tire thing.

“| was so aggravated,” she said. “| was like
‘you got to bekidding me. Not once but twice!””

Intraviacompared what shefelt towhenyou
park your car and somebody dingsit then runs
away.

“I’m pretty sureit’sgottabeonegroupthat’s
going around and just has nothing better to do”
she said.

If she could talk to those involved, Intravia
stated that in a polite way, she'd tell them to
“grow up” and “find something better to do.”

Tierney added that Resident State Trooper
James Nolting has been notified about the van-
dalism. Nolting did not return calls for com-
ment for this story.

For those looking to get in the Halloween spirit, look no further than Allegra

Farm in Colchester, which will begin offering spooky storytelling hayrides this
weekend. Rider swill beloaded into hor se-drawn carriages, likethe one shown above.

“We are very lucky it is still in existence,”
Allegrasaid.

While Allegra has a pool of 25-30 sub-con-
tractors that he employs throughout the year,
the only fulltime staff at Allegra Farm are him
and his wife, Lori Kessel Allegra. Kessel
Allegrahelps most during the summer months
when she hastime off from her job at Connecti-
cut College, where sheisan assi stant coach for
the track and field team and runs the ice skat-
ing rink where she getsto drive the Zamboni.

Two of the horses Allegra will use in the
spooky hayrides, 9-year-old Lorettaand 5-year-
old Casper, were roaming through the grass
when the Rivereast came to visit last week.
Kessel Allegrasaid that one of Casper’sfavor-

ite thingsto do is play soccer.

“He's adorable and he has such a personal-
ity,” she said. Her husband laughed saying “he
istwice aswide” asthe other horses.

AllegraFarmishometo many typesof horses
ranging from age four through their late 20s.
Among these are horses that used to be race
horses but got too old to race anymore. These
horses would have been put down if not for
Allegrapurchasing them.

“1 give them a good long life as carriage
horses” he said.

For moreinformation about the spooky story
telling or Allegra Farm’s other offerings, visit
allegrafarm.com or call Allegra at 860-537-
8861 or 860-680-5149.

by Geeta Schrayter

Hebron Elementary School (HES) is con-
tinuing their work to fix the water bacteria
issues that have been present since Tropical
Storm Irene.

Although the school didn’t lose power dur-
ing the storm, Thad King, the director of
heslth for the Chatham Health District, which
serves Hebron, stated that after the storm there
was an electrical problem. When the system
was powered back up, King said the water in
the atmospheric storage tank overflowed,
which may have contributed to the bacteria
problem. The atmospheric storage tank isnot
under pressure and contains water that’s al-
ready been treated, stored and is ready to be
distributed, King explained.

HES was never under a boil-water advi-
sory because the school never lost power,
stated King, but the water was tested as “ sort
of a preemptive review.” It was through this
testing that the presence of total coliformwas
discovered in the water.

“Total coliform is an indicative bacteria,”
said King. “It's a good indicator of sanitary
quality —that's why we useit.”

By itself, total coliform poses no hedlth
risksto the public, but may indicate the pres-
ence of E. Coli.

“The presence of total coliform indicates
you need to do an inspection of the system to

Hebron Elementary Working
to Fix Water Troubles

determine what other problems might exist,”
said King.

Additional testing showed no E. Coli was
present, but as a safety measure, the school
refrained from using their water and contin-
ues to provide bottled water and water cool-
ers and supply the kitchen with water for
cooking.

In a letter sent to parents and guardians
dated Sept 30, Superintendent of Schools
Eleanor Cruz stated that the source of the
coliform bacteriahad beenidentified asawell
at the end of the new soccer field. The well
was chlorinated on Sept 29 and allowed to sit
over the weekend. On Oct. 3, both of HES
wells were then chlorinated.

“Weneedtolet thedisinfectant sit and then
wewill thoroughly flush all water systemsin
the building,” said Cruz.

After thesystemisflushed, Cruz stated an-
other test will be conducted which will hope-
fully indicate the total coliform is no longer
present in the water.

“We will continue to provide bottled wa-
ter for staff and students,” said Cruz, adding
that they’re“in constant communication with
the town health official and the town man-
ager.”

Cruz expectsthe process will take another
two weeks to complete.




NrthWooof ester will belaling the completion f thethird phase of construction at thecomplex, which offershousing to resident over age 55, next Friday,

Oct. 14. The homes, like the one above, are “ designed with seniorsin mind” and provide the residents an opportunity to live in a safe, active, and tight-knit community.

Over-55 Development Begins Third Phase of Construction in Colchester

by Bailey Seddon

North Woods of Colchester, an over-55 hous-
ing community, is holding aribbon-cutting cer-
emony next Friday, Oct. 14, at 5 p.m., to cel-
ebrate the recent beginning of phase three of
the five-phase project.

North Woods, located at 2351 Lebanon Ave.,
is acommunity for active adults 55 years and
over. The development also describes itself as
a “maintenance-free community,” as
homeownershaverelatively littleto worry about
when it comes to dealing with their homes.
Homeowners' shrubs are cut, their leaves are
swept away and snow is shoveled right up to
their doors.

The homes are all about quality, said devel-
oper Alan Williams, who joked that his need
for perfection is what helped North Woods
homes be “the best” in their price range. This
was evident when the Rivereast took atour of
several of the homes on Monday. There were
many qualities which set the North Woods
homes apart from others. All the homes had
stone on part of the exteriors, for aesthetic pur-
poses and inside every home had hardwood
floors, granite countertops and tile flooring in
the kitchen and bathrooms.

Even though it was not obvious, the homes
weredesigned with seniorsin mind, peoplewho
might need more help as the years go by and
the affects of aging set in. One example of this
was the choice to have lever handlesinstead of
knob handles in al the homes. This way, any
resident dealing with arthritiswon’t needto turn

the door handle; they can just push it down.
Williams said North Woods can make other
adjustmentsif homeowners need them.

“Wearewilling to customize for people,” he
said.

Homes, which range from 1,300-3,000
squarefeet, start at $289,900 and reach into the
upper $300,000s. While the community is for
adultsaround retirement-age, their children can
live there if they are over 18, and children or
grandchildren under 18 can visit up to 60 days
out of the year.

Residents have been living in their North
Woods homes for about four years; currently,
58 people, ranging in age from 55-80, live at
thecommunity in 32 homes. Of these 58 people,
about 70 percent are retired, Williams said.

Once phase three is complete, there will be
81 homesat the devel opment, and when thefifth
and final stage is complete — which Williams
estimates is at least three years away — there
will be 134 homes.

While the phase now underway is the
project’s third, this is the first ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the community. Williams said
people who live here want to celebrate the ex-
tension of such afun neighborhood.

“We want to share and emphasi ze the good”
in the community, he said. He mentioned that
he had invited local politicians, the Colchester
BusinessAssociation and any other town mem-
bers who would like to come to the event are
welcome.

Theribbon-cuttingisgoing to be“anicelittle
party,” he said.

One of the aspects of living in North Woods
isthe active homeowners' association. The as-
sociation features different eventsthat residents
can participate in about once a week. For the
month of October, these include a trip to
GouvelaVineyard in Wallingford, aHalloween
get-together at one resident’s home, bike rides
on the Air Line Trail and atrip to Waterfirein
Providence, RI.

Throughout the year, the neighborhood also
celebrates holiday parties, Cinco de Mayo,
Memorial Day and the Fourth of July, and there
are barbecues every third Tuesday of the sum-
mer months. Many of these partieswereat resi-
dents’ homes whenever someone offered to
host. In the future, Williams said, heis hoping
North Woods will have a Community Center
and be able to hold some of these eventsthere.
The residents are willing and able to get out
and be a part of society and much of that in-
cludesall theactivitiesthat are put together for
residents to enjoy.

While NorthWoodsisfor people 55 and over,
Williams made it clear that it was not aretire-
ment village. OperationsManager Kevin Curtis
seemed to feel the same way. He said life for
residentsat NorthWoodsis much different from
how he had pictured retired life.

“They just go, go, go,” Curtissaid. “It'samaz-
ing to watch.”

Curtis talked about a group of five women

who go out every morning at 8 am. to walk
together. “ You can hear them hooting and laugh-
ing,” he chuckled.

In short, Williams said, the community has
“taken on a life of its own.” He said it is a
great way for retired men and women to re-
main active.

“Peoplelivelonger the moresocid they are,”
he added.

Williams also touted the safety of North
Woods. Williams' office is visible as soon as
one enters the development. He said this pres-
ence meansthereisless of alikelihood of out-
siders breaking into homes.

“It isavery protected neighborhood,” Will-
iams said.

Williams stressed there is “a lot of positive
energy” at North Woods, and this was evident
when, during Monday’s interview, Larry and
Pat Donovan stopped by the office just to say
“hello” to Williams and other employees be-
fore they went on their walk. The Donovans
moved into North Woods only a few months
before and both described how happy they were
and how much they loved living in the commu-
nity.

“We are closer to family up here,” said Pat
Donovan. “We loveit.”

“We meet some great peopleup here,” Larry
Donovan added.

For more information on North Woods of
Colchester, visit NorthWoodsof Col chester.com
or call 860-537-5338 or 860-707-4353.

Hebron Farmers Market Hopesto Grow Entrepreneurs

by Geeta Schrayter

At the Hebron Farmers Market, visitors
come across produce from local farmers, fresh
baked goods and craft items. Usually these are
sold by adults, but twice a year, on the aptly-
named Young People’'s Day, kids are added to
the mix.

Young Peopl€e's Day, which was started last
year, takes place once during the summer sea
son and once in thefall, and allows children to
learn what it's like to make and sell their own
products.

“We kind of want to encourage kids to be
entrepreneurs and start their own businesses”
said Susan Berry, a member of the Market
Master Committee.

Thefirst fivekidsto apply areinvited to take
part in the market on Young People's Day and
have the usual vendor’s fee waived. With the
help of aparent, they're responsible for al as-
pects of the process, from growing or making
their products to deciding on price points, set-
ting up their tent and being knowledgeable
enough to converse with costumers.

“It helpsthem to get asense of what it’slike

to actually make a product and sell it,” Berry
said. “That's readly what our goal is: to give
them alittle bit of experience”

Items sold by the kids have included jew-
elry, wallets made from duct tape, pillows and
produce. “We've had kids who are really into
gardening,” stated Berry. “They want to be
farmersand they’ve sold alot of their produce.”

At the most recent Young People's Day on
Oct. 1, inclement weather prevented three of
the five kids who planned to be there from at-
tending, but Berry noted that comes with the
territory. “One of the things the kids learn is
that at afarmers’ market you're dependent on
theweather” shesaid. But thetwo who madeit
were happy to be there and enthusiastic about
their products.

Heather Clough, 11, of Hebron, was there
with her mother, Fiona Clough, selling hand-
made pillows she’d been making for the past
couple of years.

“She made them as gifts for cousins and
friends,” Clough said. “Then this opportunity
for [Young People’s Day] came up and | think

sheknew right away what she wanted to make
and sell”

It was Heather's first time at the event, and
she said sheliked the opportunity. “1 liketo see
people buy [the pillows],” she stated.

And she aready knows that when it comes
to selling a product, it's not always about her
personal preferences. When choosing what fab-
ric to use, Heather said she doesn’'t buy what
shelikes, but that “I kind of know what other
peoplelike”

“Sheput alot of timeand effort intoit,” said
Clough “so there’s ones for boys and ones for
young girlsand older girls, too.”

Next to Heather, two sistersfrom Colchester
were selling pumpkins, flowers, Indian cornand
apple cider.

“Weloveapplecider and | know peoplelove
apple cider,” stated Sophie Savitsky. Her twin
sister Maddie nodded beside her, inadvertently
acknowledging that the 8-year-olds already
knew akey point in selling: consumer interest.

The girls, who have a “pretty big farm” in
Colchester and liketo help out their father, have

been to the Farmers' Market a couple of times
already.

“We like selling stuff,” said Maddie.

“We LOVE selling stuff,” Sophie added.

Thelir father, Jeff Savitsky agreed. “They en-
joy makingthedollar,” hesaid. “ They sell lem-
onadeat my housein the summer and they make
akilling.”

Along with encouraging local kidsto “think
about making something, think about manufac-
turing something or think about growing some-
thing,” Young People’'s Day isbeneficial to the
farmerswho frequent themarket too, said Berry.

In Jduly, the event “made it areally bustling
market,” Berry stated. “So it was good for the
farmersaswell.” Berry said that the plan isto
continue holding the event a couple of timesa
year.
The Hebron Farmers' Market takes places
from 9 am.-12:30 p.m. on Saturdays in June
through mid-October at 1 Main St. in Hebron
on the grounds of Church of Hope and the
Red Barn. Thisyear, itslast day istomorrow,
Oct. 8.



The Renaissance Faire: Food Fun and Weddln Venue

by Geeta Schrayter

The Connecticut Renaissance Faire is back
for its 13th year, providing guests the opportu-
nity to “escape to the past” — as well asto get
married.

The Faire — which is being held weekends
through Oct. 16 at the Lions Fairgrounds in
Hebron — brings entertainment, food and shop-
ping meant to be reminiscent of the Renais-
sance. However, Marketing Director Eric
Tetreaultisquick to say the Faireisn’t all about
history.

“A lot of people are under the impression
when you go to a Renaissance Faire that it'sa
historic reenactment,” hesaid “and thisisnot.”
He added that a Renaissance Faire is often a
mix of history and fantasy.

“Our goal is to make it fun for everybody
who comes here” he stated.

Food such asturkey legs, steak on astick and
bread bow! stews can befound, although Tetreault
notes these aren’t necessarily authentic.

“Theonly [food] that’'s reminiscent with the
Renaissanceislike bugsand stuff likethat,” he
laughed.

Shopping is also present and includesitems
ranging from jewelry to swords, housewaresto
entireoutfitsthat look likethey’re straight from
the past.

This year, the Faire boasts events such as
jousting, armored combat, comedy shows,
magic shows, various musical productions. . .
and weddings.

Although numerous stage performancestake
place during the Faire each day, the six wed-
dingsthat will be taking place thisyear are le-
gitimate.

“They’re becoming more and more popular,”
said Tetreault. “We're seeing that more and
more brides are going for something like this
[over] traditional weddings.”

Enjoin Wedding Coordinator Susan Mead
said weddings have been held at the Faire for
10years. When the Fairefirst began, Mead and
a friend decided the event needed weddings.
The following year, one of the girls who had
worked at the Faire had thefirst Fairewedding.

“She brought her own food, [the couple] set
up alittle 20x20 tent, and we had awedding!”
Mead reminisced, adding weddings at thefaire
have gotten bigger each year.

On Oct. 1, Mead was preparing for a wed-
ding with about 70 guests.

“We actually have six weddings this year.
Three are with food and three are just vows
only,” she said. “ So there’s the choice.”

Mead creates the packages and allows each
onetobetailored to anindividual bride’sneeds.
“We try to customize for each bride for what
she can afford,” she said.

A wedding at the Renaissance Faire means
guests receive entry tickets and, depending on
the package the couple chooses, afull sit-down
meal with fare such as roast chicken and tur-
key legs, baked apples and wedding cake.

“Basically, it's an all inclusive package,’
Mead explained. “ They comeinwith the dress
al on and basically everything is ready for
them” she said.

Events such as“Wenching” and “Rogueing”
may take place prior to the wedding in an at-
tempt to create what Mead calls “a license to
play.”

In Wenching, a group of wenches come and
waylays the groom. They tell him to “assume
the position,” explained Mead, and he gets on
his knees. Each wench then comes and kisses
him across hisforehead with bright red lipstick.
“And then,” said Mead, “the bride gets to put
the very last kiss on because he's all hers.”

In Rogueing, the bride is “kidnapped” and
placed under an arbor. Rogues then approach
her with a bunch of roses. Each one presents
her with a rose, compliments her and tries to
convince her to go with them instead of the
groom. At theend, thegroom isgiven four roses
and getsto bethelast oneto present to the bride.

“We had one [groom] ... swaggering down
with hisroses. He'sfidgeting in his purse—his
pouch here — and he whips out a charge card
and putsitin her cleavage’ Mead laughed. “We
all sat there and laughed and hoorahed.”

Mead said a Renaissance Faire wedding is
often achoicefor theater people or individuals
who areinterested in the era, but she added that
another draw is the price. According to The
Wedding Report Inc., aresearch company that
tracks wedding trends, the average cost of a
wedding in 2010 was over $24,000. Packages
for awedding at The Renaissance Faire start at
$350 for the most basic activities and go to
about $4,000 for the grandest.

For Jason Yu and Abigail Wonneberger-Yu,
who were married that afternoon, aRenai ssance
wedding was chosen for a couple of reasons.

“We both love [the medieval era],” said
Wonneberger-Yu, adding that she'd always at-
tended Renai ssance Faires, and when she heard
about the weddings, she'd said “let'sdo it.”

“It’'salways been acommon interest” added
her husband, who was also excited about the
turkey legs and the costumes.

Portland Democr ats
Release Platform

The Portland Democrats released their plat-
form this week. Democratic Town Committee
spokesperson Gail Landry said the Democrats
have a dlate of incumbents who “work in har-
mony and effectively to advance thetown’sin-
terest and priorities.”

Thedateisled by current First Selectwoman
Susan Bransfield and includes the following
incumbents for Board of Selectmen: Fred
Knous, Kathleen Richards, Mark Finkelstein
and Brian Flood.

Last month, Portland was recognized by
Money magazine and placed onitsnational list
asoneof the 100 Best Townstoliveinfor 2011.
In addition, Brownstone Intermediate School
was named aBlue Ribbon School of Excellence
on Sept. 15 by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion.

The DTC said its “Platform of the Future”
includes “but is not limited to” the following
priorities:

1. Provide necessary servicesto residentsin

Hebron Police News
9/27: Police are investigating the theft of a
motorcycle on Gilead Street after the victim

discovered it was stolen, State Police said.

Mar [borough

Police News

9/27: Nicholas Clement, 18, of 21 MyrnaDr.,
was charged with third-degree criminal mis-
chief, State Police said.

10/1: DevinR. King, 30, of 37 May Rd., East
Hartford was charged with failureto driveright,
DUI and reckless driving, State Police said.

a cost-effective manner while holding the line
on taxes.

2. Work with the Board of Education to en-
sure an “excellent” school system.

3. Expand the tax base by recruiting new
businesses and assisting existing businesses.

4. Enhance the business climate by review-
ing regulations and working with boards and
commissions to modify barriers that may im-
pede business devel opment.

5. Continue programsto improvethetown’s
infrastructure, including the roads, energy us-
age and the water and sewer system.

6. Continue to plan and improve our parks
and make them user friendly for residents.

7. Enhance property valuesand public safety
by additional street improvements.

8. Promote and support “our well-run” fire,
emergency and police departments, library,
public works, senior programs and youth ser-
vices.

Woman Crashes|Into
Treein Marlborough

A woman collided with a tree after she
lost control of her vehicle Friday, State Po-
licesaid.

On Sept. 30, Kathleen Hauser, 58, of 436
East Center St., Manchester, was traveling
west on Saner Road when she came to the
stop sign at Chapman Road. Hauser lost con-
trol of her vehicle, going through the stop
sign and hitting atree. There were no inju-
riesin the crash.

Thevehiclewastowed from the scene by
Northeast Towing and Hauser was issued
aninfraction for astop signviolation, State
Police said.

L

"~ Abigail Wonneberger-Yu and Jason Yu were married last Saturday, Oct. 1, at the

Renaissance Faire at the Lions Fairgroundsin Hebron.

“[My mom] was psyched about getting
dressed in amedieval dress,” stated Yu.

“My sister made [almost] everything,” added
Wonneberger-Yu, emphasizing that their friends
and family were all very supportive.

Not having to plan everything was noted as
another perk. “We didn’t have to plan every-
thing. The eventsare here, people can just hang
out,” Wonneberger-Yu stated.

But even without all the planning,
Wonneberger-Yu said the wedding was still
stressful.

“I’'m excited to say our vows and then this

stressisgone,” she said.

The couple, who resides in Boston, said
they’ve aready planned on coming back next
year to take part in the vow renewals that are
also offered at the faire.

“1 think it's going to become a yearly thing
for usaround Oct. 1,” saidYu, confirming what
Mead stated earlier: “I have had reoccurring
couples that come ever since day one, every
year on their anniversary to say ‘hello’ . . . it's
like afamily.”

For more information on the Connecticut
Renaissance Faire, visit ctfaire.com.

Colchester Police News

9/27: Policeareinvestigating areported bur-
glary that was called in at 3 p.m. Suspect(s)
broke into the Linwood Avenue residence
through awindow at the front of the home and
took several items, Colchester Police said.
Charges for the case are third-degree larceny
and third-degree burglary, Colchester Police
said.

9/28: Two 17-year-old male juveniles were
each charged with drug paraphernalia and un-
authorized manufacturing, State Police said.

9/28: Michael S. Starkel, 43, of 26 Oakwood
Ln., Columbia, was charged with risk of injury
to aminor, State Police said.

9/30: Jason C. Williams, 39, of 18 Draw-
bridge Rd., Preston, was charged with DUI and
failluretodrivein proper lane, State Police said.

9/30: David J. Phillips, 185 Prospect Hill,
was charged with criminal trespass and breach
of peace, State Police said.

10/1: Jerry L. Patch, 54 of 34 Pickerel Lake
Rd., was charged with DUI and failureto drive
right, State Police said.

East Hampton

Police News

9/25: Lynn M. Roy, 45, of 58 North Lane,
South Windsor, was arrested for DUI, East
Hampton Police said.

9/25: Michael Curtis Sentell, 27, of 1B Long
Hill Rd., was arrested for disorderly conduct,
interfering with police, reckless driving and
disobeying an officer signal, police said.

9/27: Eamonn Galvin-Rival, of 41 Champion
Hill Rd., wasarrested for first-degreefailureto
appear, police said.

10/2: Jason J. Thuotte, 37, of 14 Meadow
Dr., Apt. 2, was charged with disorderly con-
duct and third-degree strangulation, State Po-
lice said.

10/2: Matthew Desautels, 26, of Norwich,
was charged with operating an unregistered
motor vehicle, insurance failed to cover mini-
mum requirements, DUI and operating a mo-
tor vehiclewithout alicense, State Police said.

10/3: Tomas Vicente Mas, 28, of 284 South
Main St., was charged with third-degree assault
and disorderly conduct, State Police said.

10/3: Antonio Morales, 38, of 284 South
Main St., was charged with third-degree assault
and disorderly conduct, State Police said.

10/3: Joshua D. Wilcox, 19, of 574 Browns
Rd., was charged with third-degree burglary
fromamotor vehicle and fourth-degreelarceny
from amotor vehicle.

10/3: Clarence Wright, 55, of 4 CobbleWay,
was charged with disorderly conduct and third-
degree assault, State Police said.

Portland Police News

9/27: Chester Mounts, 53, of Smith Street,
East Hampton, was arrested for operating un-
der suspension, operating unregistered motor
vehicle, misuse of plates, and having no insur-
ance, Portland Police said.



Obituaries

Colchester

Hope E. Evans

Hope E. Evans, 72, wife of the late Donald C.
Evans of Colchester, passed away Monday, Oct.
3, at Hartford Hospital. Shewashborn July 1, 1939,
in Newburgh, NY. Hope worked for Tri Town
Precision as a quality assurance inspector.

Surviving are her son, Ed Evans; two daugh-
ters, Suzanne Bonola and Dawn Senesac; a
brother, Donald Terry; five grandsons and two
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services are private; there are no call-
ing hours. Belmont/Sabrowski Funeral Home of
Colchester isin care of arrangements.

East Hampton
Patricia C. Burt

Patricia C. Burt, 64, of East Hampton, died
peacefully Wednesday, Oct. 5, at Apple Rehab in
Middletown. Born May 16, 1947, in Warwick,
RI, she was the daughter of the late Richard E.
and Arlene (Hansen) Cline.

She attended high school in Rhode Island and
received her bachelor’sdegreefrom URI. Patricia
had retired from the State of Connecticut where
she had worked as a children services consultant
for the Department of Children and Families. She
had been active in the East Hampton Seniors.

Patricia is survived by her daughter and son-
in-law, Leslie and William Dinunzio of East
Hampton; asister, Wendy Upright of North Caro-
ling; and the light of her life, her two grandchil-
dren, Carys and Chase; aso her two granddogs,
Belle and Jax.

She was predeceased by her sister Lori.

A memoria servicewill beheld Saturday, Oct.
8, at 11 am. in the First Congregational Church
in East Hampton, with the Rev. Thomas Kennedy
officiating. Burial will follow in Lakeview Cem-
etery.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to Juvenile Diabetes Research Founda-
tion, 18 North Main St., West Hartford, CT 06107.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Colchester
Anselmo Conderino

Anselmo Cipriano “Blackie’ Conderino, 91,
of Willington and formerly of Colchester and
Marlborough, widower of the late Catherine
(Troup) Conderino, passed away peacefully at his
home Saturday morning, Oct. 1, with his loving
family by hisside. Bornin Hartford Oct. 12, 1919,
he was a son of the late Carmine and Maria
(Pauroso) Conderino.

He and Kay were married in Agawam, MA,
on Oct. 30, 1943. The couple raised their family
in Marlborough and later moved to Colchester,
sharing 65 years of marriage before she prede-
ceased him on Dec. 2, 2008.

Conderino was a welder for 66 years before
his retirement in 1982 from the Sheet Metal In-
ternational Organization. Hewasamember of the
Connecticut State Police Auxiliary for many
years, serving out of the Hartford Barracks.

Conderino was a communicant of St. Andrew
Church in Colchester. He had been active with
the Col chester Seniors and was aformer member
and past president of the Marlborough Lions Club.
He enjoyed helping countless people throughout
the years.

Survivors include three children, Michael
Conderino and his wife Lorraine of Colchester,
Laura McNaughton and her partner Harry
Neumann of East Hampton, Philip Conderino and
his wife Karen of Willington; four brothers,
Amato, Mario, Guiriano and Philip Conderino;
10 grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren; and
numerous extended family and friends.

In addition to hiswife and his parents, he was
predeceased by four sisters, AlvinaCasale, Rose-
mary and Felice Conderino and Gloria Gentile;
and a brother, Philip.

Friendsattended calling hours Wednesday, Oct.
5, at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167
Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. The funeral gath-
ered at the funeral home on Thursday, before the
celebration of the funeral liturgy at St. Andrew
Church, Colchester. Burial followed in the
Marlborough Center Cemetery.

Donationsin hismemory may be madeto Hos-
pice of Eastern Connecticut, 34 Ledgebrook Dr.,
Mansfield, CT 06250.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Hebron
Joyce E. Médli Dera

Joyce E. Méli Dera, 61, passed away Sunday,
Sept. 18, in Tucson, AZ, after along illness. She
was born Oct. 18, 1949, in Hartford, the daugh-
ter of the late John and Emma Dera.

She attended Hartford schools and lived and
worked in the towns of, Hartford, Hebron,
Andover and Willimantic for many years. Sheaso
worked at the Lebanon Veterinary Clinic and in
recent years the Manchester Community College
bookstore.

She made her home the past two yearsin Ari-
zona with her daughter Marybeth Meli Phillips
and her son-in-law Eric.

She was predeceased by a brother, John, and
leaves two sisters, Joan Leitao of Enfield, and
Janis Deraof East Hampton, aswell astwo nieces,
Erin Vecsey and husband Matt, Pamela Leitao,
and severa nieces, nephews, extended family and
friends.

She was awonderful, accomplished artist and
had a great love of animals.

Donationsin her memory can be made to Sec-
ond Chance Center for Animals 11665 N. High-
way 19, Flagstaff, AZ 86004.

Colchester
Mark Joseph Long

Mark Joseph Long, 45, of Colchester, passed
away unexpectedly Monday, Oct. 3, at hishome.
Born in New Britain on June 7, 1966, he was a
son of Robetine (Dumond) and the late Roger
Long.

Hewasaveteran of the U.S. Navy and worked
as a carpenter. Mark was an avid New England
Petriotsand New York Yankeesfan. Hewasalov-
ing son, brother and companion who was known
to be very generous and had a big heart.

Including his mother heis survived by hislov-
ing companion of 22 years, Debra Bishop; two
brothers, Kim and wife Leslie Long of Brewer,
ME, Scott and wife Kristy Long of Dubie; three
nephews, Derek, Kyle and Zachery, aniece, Tay-
lor and many other friends and relatives.

Friends may attend calling hours today, Oct.
7,from5-7 p.m., at theAurora-McCarthy Funeral
Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. A me-
morial Masswill beheld at St. LoisChurchin Ft.
Kent, ME, at a later date. Buria will be in St.
Lois Cemetery.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Portland

Kathleen E. Colauca

Kathleen E. (Krause) Colaluca, 72, of Portland,
wife of the late Peter A. Colauca, died Friday,
Sept. 30, at Middlesex Hospital. Shewasbornin
Stratford the daughter of thelateWilliam and Ann
(Reilly) Krause. Prior to her retirement Kathleen
worked as a registered nurse at Bridgeport Hos-
pital. Later she worked as a food service man-
ager at Trumbull High School.

She is survived by two daughters, Deanna
Discenza and her husband John of Portland,
Jeanne Mercaldi and her husband Mike of
Southbury; four grandchildren, Giuliana
Discenza, Gianni Discenza both of Portland,
Laura Shemancik of North Carolina, Anthony
Mercaldi of Monroe; five great-grandchildren;
and also several nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by two sisters; Ann and
Patty and two brothers, Bill and Paul.

Kathy was awarm, compassionate person with
agreat sense of humor. Her grandchildren were
the light of her life.

Funeral serviceswere held Monday, Oct. 3, at
Biega Funeral Home, 3 Silver St., Middletown.
Buria was held Tuesday, Oct. 4, at the Swedish
Cemetery in Portland. Friends visited with her
family Monday, prior to the service.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to Weiss Hospice Unit c/o Dept. of Phi-
lanthropy, 28 Crescent St., Middletown, CT
06457.

To share memories or express condolences
online, visit biegafuneralhome.com.

Colchester

FlorenceL. Azzi

FlorenceL. (Ramhrost) Azzi, 84, wife of Harry
J. Azzi, of Cherry Hill Road, Norwich, formerly
of Atlantic City, NJ, and Florida, died Saturday
morning, Oct. 1, at the Harrington Court Reha
bilitation Center in Colchester.

Born in New Brunswick, NJ, on March 23,
1927, she was the daughter of the late Frederick
and Lillian (Millar) Ramhrost. On Dec. 26, 1945,
in New Brunswick, NJ, she was united in mar-
riageto Harry J. Azzi. Florence was an avid artist
painting in both oils and watercolors and also en-
joyed singing and dancing.

Surviving is her husband of 65 years, Harry J.
Azzi; a daughter, Donna Jean Sherman and her
husband Steve of Norwich; asister, Lillian “Ivy”
Davis of New Jersey; a granddaughter, Lisa
Gauthier and her husband Ed of Norwich; four
great-grandchildren, Ava Jean Gauthier, Nicho-
las Gauthier, Kaine Sherman, and Clay Sherman,;
and several nieces and nephews.

Shewas predeceased by agrandson, Harry John
Sherman.

A memorial Mass of Christian Burial will be
held today, Oct. 7, at 11:30 am., in St. Joseph
Church, 120 Cliff St., Norwich.

Arrangements are by the Labenski Funeral
Home.

Colchester

June Ford

June Ford, 86, of Norwich, passed away Satur-
day, Sept. 26, at Harrington Court in Colchester.
She was born April 25, 1925, in Trenton, NJ, to
the late Minnie Hunt.

She retired from the City of Norwich Public
Works where she was a secretary. Shewasalife-
long member of the Leffingwell Baptist Church
where she handled the flower arrangements.

Juneissurvived by adaughter, Holly Eccleston
of East Haddam; a daughter, Faye and her hus-
band Robert Paradis of Lisbon; a daughter, Terri
Kuklaof Denali, AK, and adaughter ElysaAimar
of Fountain Valley, CA. She aso leaves behind
grandchildren Ryan Aimar, Lindsay Aimar, Jo-
seph Roy, Donald Roy Jr., David Kukla, and Vera
Richardson, aswell as nieces JoannaHunt, Dianna
Picton, and nephews Fred and Ed Hunt and grand-
niece Heather Hunt.

June is predeceased by her loving husbands,
Louis Eccleston and John Ford; brothers, Walter
and Henry Hunt; a sister, Audrey Pounder; ason,
Louis Eccleston Jr.; and a granddaughter, Kelly
Richardson.

A graveside servicewill be held at Maplewood
Cemetery on Saturday, Oct. 8, at 11 am.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made in
June’s honor to the Leffingwell Baptist Church,
388 Salem Tpke., Bozrah, CT 06334.

Visit churchandallen.com to leave an online
condolence for June's family.

East Hampton
Candy M. Miesch

Candy M. Miesch,
51, of Manchester, for-
merly of East Hampton,
died Tuesday, Sept. 27,
at her home. Born Jan.
12, 1960, in Manches-
ter, she was the daugh-
ter of Richard Miesch
and the late June
(Miller) Miesch. L

Besides her father,
she is survived by the
love of her life, David
Embser of Manchester; her three sons, Daryl
Cushin of East Hampton, Roy Webber 111 of Ver-
mont, Jeremy Webber of Maine; a daughter,
Brooke Wehber of Washington; a brother, Rich-
ard Miesch of North Stonington; three sisters,
Wanda Brunelle of Maine, Melony Miesch of
Vermont and Dawn Benjamin of East Hampton;
also her six grandchildren including Colby and
Rachel with whom she was especially close.

Candy was a loving person who enjoyed her
family and friends. Shewill be missed by all who
knew and loved her.

There was a service Wednesday, Oct. 5, at
Marlborough Moose Lodge, 303 S, Main St.
Burial will beinthefamily plotin Lakeview Cem-
etery.

Spencer Funeral Home has care of arrange-
ments. To leave online condolences visit
spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Amston
Robert Arthur Strong

Robert Arthur
Strong, 64, of Amston,
formerly of East
Haddam, passed away
after along battle with |
complicationsfromdia-
betesTuesday, Oct. 4, at
Hartford Hospital. Born
in New London Oct. 6,
1946, he was the son of
the late Robert M. and
Artis (Coffey) Strong.

Bob was a good
friend, a great family
man, and will first and foremost be remembered
as a devoted and loving husband and father. He
was known for his great sense of humor, patrio-
tism, and outspoken nature. He was a proud vet-
eran of the United States Marines, serving during
the Vietnam War. After serving in the military, he
worked for Electric Boat and held various other
positionsthroughout hiscareer. Heretired in 2007
from Nelson Precision Drilling in Glastonbury.

Bob was acommunicant and greeter at Church
of the Holy Family in Hebron. He was a history
buff and a member of the National Geographic
Society. Bob enjoyed listening to oldies music
and was an avid outdoorsman. He loved spend-
ing time on the Cape and in Maine during the
summer months.

Bobissurvived by hisloving wife of 33 years,
Kathleen (Scanlon) Strong; daughter, Danielle
Strong of Brookline, MA; his brother-in-law,
Robert Joseph; and numerous extended family and
friends.

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased
by a sister, Diane Joseph.

Friendsmay attend calling hours Saturday, Oct.
8, from 9-10:30 a.m. at the Aurora-McCarthy
Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester.
Funeral Mass will follow at the Church of the
Holy Family in Hebron at 11 am. Burial to fol-
low at the Pleasant View Cemetery in Lyme.

Donationsin hismemory may be madeto ben-
efit Type 1 Diabetes at jdrf.org.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.
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