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e More than 831,000 Connecticut Light & Power

customerslost power due to the storm, and scenes like this one, on Route 85 in Hebron, were a big reason why. Photo by Geeta Schrayter.

Autumn Nor’ easter L eaves Connecticut intheDark

by Geeta Schrayter

Two seasons collided on Oct 29 as an au-
tumn nor’ easter moved through Connecticut,
prompting individual sin the online community
to dub the month “ Snowtober.”

The winter storm dropped close to two feet
of snow in some portions of the state, but from
the beginning, the amount of snow expected
wasn't the main concern. Rather, it was the
threat of outages due to the heavy, wet snow
clinging to trees and | eaves which might cause
them to break and fall.

That concern proved valid, as close to one
million Connecticut residents were left in the
dark by the storm’s end.

At a press conference Governor Dannel
Malloy held Thursday morning, Jeff Butler,
president and chief operating officer at the Con-
necticut Light and Power Company (CL&P)
stated they had crewsfrom 15-20 different states
as well as places such as Vancouver and Que-
bec hel ping with the restoration.

“We're doing everything possible to restore
customers as soon as possible,” Butler stated,
adding, “1 know peoplearefrustrated but | think

we're doing avery good job getting peoplere-
stored.”

On Thursday morning, an estimated 13 per-
cent of Hebron and 3 percent of Andover cus-
tomers were still waiting for their lights—and
heat —to come back on. Thisnumber was down
significantly even from the day before, when
20 percent of Hebron and 15 percent of Andover
was in the dark.

“We'rein alot better shape then the rest of
thestate,” stated Hebron Town Manager Bonnie
Therrien onWednesday. “ Sometownsstill have
roads blocked off — people can’'t even get out
of their homes.”

Malloy said Wednesday that an estimated 77
percent of the CL& P service area had been af -
fected. On Thursday morning, that number had
dropped to 34 percent, but that’'s no consola-
tion for those who are still waiting.

In Heather Walsh’'s yard in Amston, bright
construction tape blocked off the areawhere a
giant branch lay across wires on Monday.

“I’'m going to go to a hotel and board the
animals,” she said. Adding while she had par-

tial power on Sunday, everything had since been
shut off for safety.

“It'sjust areal drag,” shestated. “But | found
ahotel; it was hard, they were all booked.”

On Martin Road in Gilead, Karen Ford came
home from Pittsburgh, PA, to no power. “We'll
probably stick it out,” she said, looking down
the road at the crews working on cleanup and
adding “It's promising that they’re already [out
thereworking].”

Andit’snot just linemen who could befound
on the scene. Justin Adams, who is normally
“an office guy” with Northeast Utilities, was a
part of “Storm Patrol” Monday night and was
parked in Andover at the end of Ryan Road in
front of a giant downed tree resting on fallen
wires. His current job wasto remain there for a
12-hour shift ensuring no one got too near the
wires.

“[Our messageis] don’t touchit, don’t drive
through it — making ourselves an obstacle so
people have to swerve,” he said, adding that
everyone at CL&P was helping. “The whole
company isreally doing something,” he said.

Janine Saunders, spokeswoman for CL& P
said that’s one of theinspiring aspectsinwork-
ing for the company.

“When we have an event like this, it's just
amazing. Everybody pulls together . . . you'll
have people typically assigned to an office out
guarding wires and helping,” she said.

“We take our responsibility to public safety
very, very seriously,” Saunders added. “You
know how on St. Patrick’s Day everyone's
Irish? During astorm everybody’sfocusisres-
toration. We want power back.”

Saunders added she thinks people forget
CL & P employees are customers, too.

“We've got people working 16-hour days
going home to cold, dark houses as well. It's
not that we have no ideawhat people are expe-
riencing, because we'reliving it aswell.”

As CL&P worked to restore power, town
officials were doing their best to help as well.
Numerous shelterswere opened throughout the
state including one at RHAM. It closed early
Thursday morning, but throughout the week it

See Nor’easter Page 3
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on the town website, portlandct.org. Trees across the road and over power lines were unfortunately a common sight after the storm.
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was a place where residents of surrounding
townscould comefor hot showers, food, aplace
todeep, chargetheir electronicsor simply hang
out.

Donnal anzaof the Hebron Town Manager's
office stated about 75 people used the shelter
for showers on Sunday and people had been
going through all day Monday.

Sandi Soucie of Marlborough was there
Monday evening for ashower and stated it had
become a“family evening routine”

Janine Cooley and her husband Thad Risley
were also taking advantage of the opportunity
for ahot shower with their three kids, and said
they were “just so thankful” for the shelter.

Jake Colli, 16, of Andover, amember of the
RHAM Community Emergency Response
Team was there to check people in. While his
family had also lost power, agenerator kept him
from needing the shelter, but hesaid it wasnice
to have for people who didn't, to “let people
have a sense of normalcy —aplaceto hang out,
shower, eat [and] work.”

Whilefrustrating initself, the lack of power
wasn’t the only result of Saturday’s weather.
Malloy stated Wednesday there had been six
storm-related deaths — one of which was in
Hebron. Amston resident Linda Peddle, 51, died
Saturday when her car collided with another
vehicle on Route 85, just before Niles Road,
State Police said. Police attributed the crash to
dlippery road conditions due to the weather.

Peddl€e’s obituary appearsthisweek on page
X.

Malloy also stated three of the other deaths
were due to carbon monoxide, and Saunders
emphasized theimportance of ensuring genera-
torsand gas grills are kept outdoors.

Bringing them inside is a“ recipe for disas-
ter,” she said.

Another concern asaresult of the storm and
power outages was water. An updated list of
public water systems under boil water advisory
was released Wednesday that contained 94 sys-
tems throughout the state, including three in
Hebron, two in Andover and one in
Marlborough. (For the complete list, visit
ct.gov/dph).

* k %

Though only three of the Rivereast townshad
public water systems placed under boil water
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Shown here is a tree that fell in the yard of Amston resident Heather Walsh's

advisories, all of Rivereast-land was affected
by the out-of-season storm — some more than
others.

In Portland, 27 percent of the town was still
without power Thursday morning, according to
CL&P. Fire Chief Bob Shea, who also serves
asthetown’s emergency management director,
said the majority of the town had sustained
“major damage” along the roads, including
main roads like routes 66 and 17.

Shea said that at one point after the storm,
there were 15 different roads in town that the
fire department could only access by ATV. He
said that during the storm, the town also had to
enlist the help of Glastonbury Fire Department
to assist with Route 17, which Shea said was
“the hardest-hit area.”

The Public Works Department, Shea said,
began clearing on Sunday afternoon and “has
been going day and night” since then, but has
had towait for CL& Pto remove*hazards’ from
power lines.

Shea has also been one of the many volun-
teers serving at the shelter at Portland High
School, which has offered showers, water,
snacks and cots if residents preferred to stay.
As of Tuesday, Shea said that a few hundred
residents had used the shelter and that roughly
20 had stayed overnight.

“l can't say enough about the volunteers,”
Shea said. “It really shows how tight-knit our
community is.”

Shea said that during the storm, the Emer-
gency Operations Center (EOC) was open at
the Buck Foreman Community Center. Also,
the fire houses have been offering water to any
residents that need it.

After being closed Monday through Wednes-
day, it was announced Wednesday night that
Portland schools would be closed for the re-
mainder of the week for safety reasons.

First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield said the
town has been “working tirelessly” since the
storm to get the town back up and running. As
of Tuesday, most of themajor roads have power;
Bransfield said that getting the businesses on
Main Street and Route 66 back with power was
a priority, giving residents a chance to get
needed services.

“And the businesses have been doing very
well,” Bransfield added, as people have been
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Brennan Road home. Photo by Geeta Schrayter.

traveling from Middletown and Glastonbury to
use Portland’s businesses.

Bransfield said that sincethe storm, thetown
has been utilizing its “reverse 911" system to
notify residents of school closings, shelter in-
formation, and where servicesareavailable. She
also urged residentsto sign up for the Connecti-
cut statewide alert system at ctalert.gov (alink
is provided through Portland’s website,
portlandct.org).

Bransfield said that this storm was “much,
muchworse” than Tropical Storm Ireneinterms
of damage, with more outagesand downed trees
than Irene.

Asof Tuesday afternoon, Bransfield said that
there were eight CL&P crews in town, work-
ing on restoring power and clearing trees. She
said that she has been in contact with thetown’s
CL&Pliaison “twice aday” to get updates on
restoration, and has had regular meetings with
Superintendent of Schools Sally Doyen, Pub-
lic Works Director Rick Kelsey and Lt. Ron
Milardo of the Portland Police Department.

Bransfield said that although she has been
in communication with CL&P, the company
needs to do moreto serveits customers. “[The
residents] pay for their service, and they de-
serve aprompt response from CL&P. The pro-
cess has been slow.”

AtWednesday’ sBoard of Selectmen’s meet-
ing, Kelsey said Public Works had begun pick-
ing up brush, but thetransfer station wasquickly
running out of spaceto storethebrush. He said
he has received numerous calls from residents
about brush pickup, but said that the amount of
brush caused by Irene has put his department
“way behind the eight-ball.”

“We're going to have some unhappy resi-
dents,” Kelsey admitted. Bransfield said that
duetotheincreasein brush, thetown haslooked
into contracting a third party company to help
with brush disposal, asit’s “way over the nor-
mal amount.”

Aside from the storm damage, Bransfield
said that at least one positive came out of the
storm, as a “trunk-or-treating” event was held
on Halloween on East Main Street. Residents
that had candy prepared for Halloween were
invited to park their cars and give candy away
to children who went car to car. Bransfield said
that the parking lot was “filled to capacity,” as
socia networking brought out many residents
for the event.

“It was a great alternative and areally nice
event,” Bransfield said.

* k%

East Hampton saw its power restored rela-
tively quickly; according to CL&P, only 10
percent of residents were still without power
as of Thursday morning. Acting Interim Town
Manager Anne McKinney said Tuesday 12
roads had been blocked by downed trees or
wires during the storm, but that all of them had
been cleared. On Tuesday, public works crews
were working on Hog Hill Road, which
McKinney said wasin “tough shape”

McKinney said Tuesday there was one line
crew and one tree crew from CL& P working
with thetown’s public works department to re-
store power and clear hazardous trees. “We're
certainly in good shape compared to other towns
and alot better shape than we were after Irene,”
McKinney said.

McKinney commended thejob that the pub-

lic works department had donein the aftermath
of the storm, calling it “wonderful.” She also
said the town’s CL&P liaison, LuAnn
Dinahanian, has been “helpful” in supplying
crewsfor thetown, putting public works* ahead
of the game” with their restoration.

From Monday to Wednesday, East Hamp-
ton High School was utilized as a shelter for
residents, providing shelter, warmth, water and
snacks. Schools were closed on Monday and
Tuesday, but reopened Wednesday.

Public Works Director Keith Hayden agreed
with McKinney on\Wednesday, stating that East
Hampton was one of themore*“fortunate”’ towns
in the area in regards to damage. He said this
storm produced |ess damage than Irene, which
he said trapped some residents in their homes
for almost aweek.

“Nobody istrapped right now,” Hayden said
Wednesday. “We can get a vehicle in and out
of every road and reach every home.”

Hayden said his crews began preparing for
the storm on Saturday afternoon and worked
“straight” until Sunday afternoon, plowing
roads that were passable. He said Wednesday
that public works crews were still out clearing
brush, and the town had contracted a bucket
truck to help clear “hangers’ — branches that
were suspended over the roadway. He said his
department has done their “ assessment” of the
damage of the wires, adding that CL&P has
been “good addressing the problems” they’ve
assessed.

McKinney said that one of the side effects
of the storm was that the gas stations in town
“werereally backed up” with vehiclesfrom sur-
rounding towns looking for fuel. “It’s one of
those commodity issues that you don’t aways
think about before an emergency,” she said.

Asfor trick-or-treating, McKinney said that
the town sent out an advisory for residents to
use* discretion and common sense,” adding that
parents were advised not to allow their chil-
dren out unsupervised. She said that some of
the town’s Halloween celebrations, such as
Paul’s and Sandy’s Pumpkintown Parade on
Monday, went on as schedule and were “well-
attended.”

Richard Klotzbier, the town’s emergency
management director, said Wednesday that the
shelter was opened on Monday and roughly 100
residents used the facility. He said the usage
“decreased gradually” and the shelter was
closed on Wednesday.

Klotzbier said that during the storm, thefire
department received “numerous calls’ for
downed trees and power lines. He said that al-
though some of the callswere attended to right
away, much of the town’s damage wasn’t real -
ized until the weather cleared on Sunday.

Klotzbier also said that CL& P hasbeen help-
ful, but added that their response was slower
than hewould have liked —athough, he added,
“it was better than Irene.

“1 wish they had more crews come sooner,”
Klotzbier added, “but that seems|likeit’s been
an issue throughout the state.”

Aside from the damage and power outages
caused by the storm, the treein the town’sVil-
lage Center that was adorned with yellow rib-
bons was destroyed by the weather and cut
down. The yellow ribbons represent the East
Hampton residents who are currently serving
inthe military.

See Nor’ easter Page 4
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Hampton residentswho are currently

serving in the military. Thetree was destroyed during the storm. At right, clean-up crewswork on London Road in Andover after the storm. East Hampton photo by Josh
Anusewicz, Andover photo by Geeta Schrayter.

Nor’easter cont. from Page 3

Ann McLaughlin, the chair of the Welcome
Home Committee that started the yellow rib-
bon program, said Tuesday the ribbons were
salvaged by the members of the VFW Post
5095. She said that she has spoken with the East
Hampton Congregational Church, across the
street from the downed tree, and plans are be-
ing made to tie the ribbons on a tree at the
church.

McL aughlin said Tuesday that she was happy
the ribbons were saved, but was disappointed
that thetree, which had becomeapoint of pride
for the town, was destroyed.

“Of all the treesin town, | can’t believe it
happened to that one,” she said.

* k% %

The storm left Colchester 30 percent with-
out power. Crews were out al night, clearing
snow and making sure the roads were cleared,
said Derrik Kennedy, the first selectman’s ex-
ecutive assistant. Infact, unlikethe casein most
Rivereast towns, Colchester schoolswere able
to open on Monday — albeit with a 90-minute
delay.

While Monday’s delay was due to icy road
conditions, the 90-minute delay continued Tues-
day and Wednesday due to Bacon Academy
being used as a place for people to shower and
chargetheir electronic devices. Monday through
Wednesday, the school was being used for just
these purposesfrom 6-8 am. and 5-10 p.m. (The
library was aso open 10 am.-9 p.m. Monday
through Thursday for anyone who wanted to
charge their devices or just enjoy being in a
place with power.) To accommodate those us-
ingit, Superintendent of SchoolsKaren Loiselle
decided to keep the 90-minute delays going.

“We wanted to keep instruction going, but
we also wanted to support those families,” she
said. Loiselle said the delays gave peopletime
to get ready in the morning, but also meant she
did not have to cancel more days of the school
year. While it was ultimately her decision,
Loiselle said she consulted with her adminis-
trative team, specifically Board of Education
Chairman Ron Goldstein, to make sure shewas
doing what was best for parents, teachers and
students.

“Wefed fortunatein Colchester that wewere
ableto hold school,” shesaid, adding that “ keep-
ing the structure of the school day isvery im-

" Pictured isafallen treelimb on Ryan Road in Andover. Photo by Geeta Schrayter.

portant.” Loiselle said the school system had
already lost days because of Irene and she
wanted to make sure kids got out early enough
to enjoy the summer months. She said she has
already received positive feedback from fami-
lies that were affected by the storm and was
happy with the decision she made for her town.

Asof Thursday, 99 percent of Colchester resi-
dents had seen their power restored, according
to CL&P.

Tropical Storm Irene left 96 percent of
Colchester in the dark; First Selectman Gregg
Schuster said the town was luckier this time
around, asthere were not nearly as much dam-
age.
“All the roads were cleared very quickly,”
said Schuster.

Schuster said the town’s Emergency Opera-
tions Center (EOC) was opened briefly Satur-
day night. Schuster, Fire Chief Walter Cox and
members of the Public Works department were
at the EOC to dispatch any calls. Usually the
EOC does not handle fire calls, but Schuster
said he wanted al calls going through the cen-
ter.

“We wanted to have coordination,” he said.
The EOC was open for several hours but was
then closed down as it was not needed.

After Irene, there was much public outcry
over CL&P's response to the power outages.
This time around, Schuster said, CL&P had
some improvements “in the area of communi-
cation.” However, Schuster said, until the util-
ity company can move a lot more resources,
such as line crews, in at a quicker pace, they
still have much room for improvement.

“The ability to get resources is an area that
needsalot of improvement,” Schuster said. He
said he recognizes how hard these storms have
been on people and how hard it isto be without
power for days at atime.

“1’m glad people are being patient” in such
hard circumstances, he said.

* k% %

While Colchester wasn't hit nearly as hard
as it could have been, the storm left Marlbor-
ough 100 percent without power. First Select-
man Bill Black said CL& P'sfirst priority was
to restore power to the Marlborough Medical
Center; fortunately, the facility got its power
back by 9 a.m. Sunday. The restoration of power
to the medical center aso brought power back

ey

to the center of town, which alowed traffic
lights and businessesin town to be up and run-
ning again. As of Thursday, the town was still
17 percent without power.

Black said town crews worked with CL& P
to help with the removal of trees and clearing
of roads. CL& P made sureit was safefor town
crews to remove trees, sometimes by shutting
off power to thelines, and thentown crewswere
ableto dispose of trees. Black said thework by
town crewswas very important to Marlborough
—and not something every town does.

“It's not done everywhere,” he said. Black
added that the crews have done “excellent”
work and the town hasagood rel ationship with
CL&P Black and resident Ann Kilby —who is
alsothetown’sregistrar of voters—worked out
of the town’s emergency operations center
(EOC) Sunday. Kilby, whoworksout of the EOC
during the emergency situations, has been giv-
ing “timely updates,” said Black, and has been
in contact with EOC counterpartsin Hebron.

RHAM High School in Hebron was open as
a shelter for those who needed it, providing
food, showers, beds and a warm place to stay
for the night. EImer Thienes-Mary Hall El-
ementary School was also open asashelter for
those who werein need of it by the Ambulance
Association. This came about because chief of
the association, Mark Merritt, felt Marlborough
residents needed their own shelter. Merritt found
people who were willing to volunteer, both at
the shelter and going door-to-door to check on
people. There were around 25-30 volunteers,
5-6 who worked at one time in the shelter; this
included Boy and Girl Scout volunteers.

“It's a core group of people in town...that
arereally committed” and wanted to help, said
Merritt. He said he and this group took similar
action during the aftermath of Irene to make
sure everyone was getting the hel p they needed.
Merritt said he felt it was especially important
to have a shelter in town this time around be-
cause of the temperature. “We just do what we
cando.”

There were 75 people who ate at the shelter
Monday night and Merritt was glad they had a
place in town to go to. This included not just
town residents but citizensfrom East Hampton
aswell, who did not have their own shelter to
goto. Heaso said Dave Bates, the chef at EImer
Thienes-Mary Hall, gave up alot of his own
time, not charging what he normally would but
just charging for the food provided.

Merritt said he was glad to help — but added
he feelsthisis something the town should have
done. Merritt said he has been in town for 45
years and misses the old mentality of
“Marlborough taking care of Marlborough.” He
said he understood times are economically
tough but “it just seems like there could have
been alittle more” done by the town.

“We can get sidewalks in town that go no-
where, but we can’t find afew dollarsfor people
in town who need it,” Merritt said.

Normally, the Marlborough Senior Center is
used as a shelter but this was not possible due
to flooding, said Black. One of the toilets at
the center backed up sometime during the
storm, but water kept being fed to it, resulting
in flooding that was not discovered until Mon-
day morning, Black said. Thisis why Merritt
moved the shelter to EImer Thienes-Mary Hall.

“That'ssignificant,” Black said. “I giveMark

alot of credit.”

Black said having a shelter for those who
need it most is very important, and that it isa
priority of the town to get those residents who
arein need most power back the soonest. Black
said this means coordinating with CL& P and
letting them know where these residents live.

“We will utilize that” and get those people
in the most need power first, he said.

With the school being used as a shelter, and
with so many peoplestill without power, EImer
Thienes-Mary Hall was closed to studentsfrom
Monday through Wednesday. It reopened
Thursday.

“Wearethrilled to be back tomorrow,” Prin-
cipal Scott Nierendorf said Wednesday after-
noon. Nierendorf said he was glad to be back
so students could get back to their normal learn-
ing schedule and to restore some normalcy to
family life. He lamented yet another interrup-
tion to student learning, on top of students al-
ready missing nearly aweek at the start of the
school year dueto Irene.

“Thisiscorelearningtime,” said Nierendorf.

Asfar asmaking up the daysthey missed on
the school calendar, Nierendorf said it was
“something we will continue to wrestle with.”
He said the calendar had 183 days built in for
students, but only 180 days are needed, so the
Board of Education voted to forgive thosethree
daysto make up for Irene. Now the board will
havetolook into wherethethree additional days
from the winter storm will be made up.

* k% %

Nierendorf is far from the only school offi-
cial tired of the lost learning days. Andover
Elementary School lost three days this week,
before finaly opening on Thursday. Andover
Superintendent of Schools Andrew Maneggia
said they’ve already reached their limit.

“We have lost seven school days,” stated
Maneggia, adding that, according to the calen-
dar adopted by the Board of Education, any days
after seven would be taken from April vaca-
tion.

If this winter proves similar to last year’s,
snow days seem likely. The school will take
away all of April vacation, after which the aca-
demic year would be extended, said Maneggia.

“Last year was an unusual winter,” he said.
“Let’s hope we don’t have anything like that
[again] _

But before any thought can be given to the
upcoming season, getting everything back to
normal after the Snowtober stormisinthefore-
front of everyone’s mind. Asof 7 am. Thurs-
day, 433,000 customers in the state were till
without power, but CL&P had close to 1,500
line and tree crews working to restore it, the
company said in a press release. Butler stated
he expects 99 percent of customers will have
their power back by Sunday night.

Rivereast reporters Joshua Anusewicz and
Bailey Seddon contributed to this story.



From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

So, yeah. That happened.

Late last week, reports started coming in
forecasting a Saturday storm that could dump
as much as six to 10 inches of snow in the
area. What? | thought. In October ???Yes, it's
Connecticut, and snow happens, but it’s not
supposed to happen in October. (In fact, be-
fore last weekend, the all-time record for
October snowfall at Bradley wasawhopping
1.7 inches, which occurred Oct. 10, 1979.)

L ast weekend showed why snow isn’t sup-
posed to happen in Connecticut in October.

Turns out the weather forecasters under-
estimated the snow; 12 inches actually fell at
Bradley, and close to two feet in some parts
of the state. The heavy, wet snow piled on
branches that still had leaves on them, and
the result was countless amounts of snapped
limbs and splintered, even fallen trees; when
the snow departed early Sunday it |eft a path
of destruction worse than that of Tropical
Storm Irenejust two months ago.

It also caused massive power outages —
more than, as everyone knows by now, the
number of outages caused by Irene. Morethan
800,000 Connecticut Light & Power custom-
ersin the state were left in the dark; interest-
ingly, the number of outages kept rising dur-
ing the day Sunday, as snow melted and tree
limbs popped back up and sometimes hit
power lines as they rose.

| have to admit | was completely unpre-
pared for the power outages. Yes, I'd heard
they were predicted, but | thought that was
just the meteorologists and news crews be-
ing overcautious. It’'s snow, | thought; we
don’t lose power in snow.

| was wrong. Not only did | have littlein
the way of food, | had little in the way of gas
for my car. Fortunately, Sunday afternoon |
found one of the | think two gas stations in
Manchester that didn’t lose power. The line
was absurdly long; so long, in fact, that | lit-
eraly ran out of gaswhilewaiting to get gas.
(Fortunately, afriendly Rivereast staffer who
lived nearby was able to come with agas can
and give mejust enough gasto get methrough
theline.)

| then was ableto go to the grocery store—
| think the only one in town that was open —
to stock up on bread, peanut butter, tuna, etc.
Good thing | did; as| writethis, it's Tuesday
night and I’ m still in the dark, asis much of
Manchester. Fortunately, however, power
came back on at the Rivereast offices in
Glastonbury Tuesday afternoon.

S0, | guess there are two lessons to take
away here: one: nexttimel think I’ll pay more
heed to the power-outage predictions (better
safe than sorry, no?), and two: heavy snow
and October do not mix.

And the thing about this storm is the glo-
bal warming deniers are going to useit asan
example of why global warming doesn’t ex-
ist; they’ll point to the word “warm” and just
roll their eyes. When in reality extreme
weather events such as this— and nearly two
feet of snow before Halloween in Connecti-
cut is pretty extreme — are a perfect example
of why climate change (perhapsif weall just
used that instead of global warming folks
would be |less confused) doesindeed exist.

* % %

Dueto the storm, the governor declared this
week the deadline for people to sign up to
vote in next Tuesday’s election has been
changed. The deadline is now next Monday,
Nov. 7, at noon. Anyone who hasn't yet reg-
istered should call their respective town hall
for more information.

* % %

Okay, so the World Series didn’'t exactly
turn out theway | wanted it to—with the Car-
dinalswinning instead of the still champion-
ship-less Texas Rangers—but you know what?
It was a heck of aseries. And Game Six last
Thursday night was perhaps the best game of
the bunch.

A back-and-forth game saw the Rangers
take the lead in the ninth by a score of 7-5,

only to seethe Cardinals—down to their final
strike—tie the score. In the very next inning,
the Rangers Josh Hamilton hit atwo-run blast
to make the score 9-7. This one was sure to
put the game out of reach; but onceagain, the
Cardinals came roaring back. Down to their
last strike — again — the Cardinals' Lance
Berkman hit an RBI single to tie the game
and send it to the 11th. The Rangers didn’t
score in the top half of the inning, and then
the Cards' David Freese hit a home run to
center to win it, and force a winner-take-all
Game Seven.

Now, they say in baseball momentum is
only as good as the next game's starting
pitcher. There are times, though, when you
have to look that adage in the eye and say
“What abunch of crap.” Because after theway
Game Six ended, the Cardinalswinning Game
Seven was practically afait accompli, much
the same way the ‘86 Mets were never going
tolose Game Seven after their shocking come-
from-behind (“Behind the bag! It gets by
Buckner! Here comes Knight and the Mets
win it!!”) Game Six victory two nights be-
fore.

Simply put, there was no way the Cardi-
nals were going to lose Game Seven. And
yeah, | got my hopes up after the Rangers
jumped out to an early lead, but | was hardly
shocked when St. Louis took the lead back,
and held on.

| wasn’'t at al thrilled to see the Cardinals
win yet another World Series (the franchise's
11th; only theYankees have moreringsto their
name), but like | said, it was one heck of a
series.

* k% %

Speaking of baseball, | recently learned an
interesting piece of information. A friend told
me during the World Series that George W.
Bush, who used to own the Rangers, actually
wanted to be commissioner of Magjor League
Baseball. Going into politicswasactualy his
fall-back plan.

That sounded too unbelievable to be true,
50| researched the matter further. And accord-
ing to former MLB commissioner Fay
Vincent, it's true: Bush really wanted to be
the commish.

Vincent told Vanity Fair in 2000 that, in
the fall of 1992, shortly after being ousted
from his job as baseball commissioner, he
received a call from Bush. Bush asked
Vincent, “What would you think of me be-
coming commissioner?’ Vincent told Bush he
thought he'd beterrific, but added, “However,
| don’t think it'sgoing to happen.” At thetime,
Bud Selig, then-owner of the Milwaukee
Brewers and one of the people who helped
remove Vincent from his post, was baseball’s
acting commissioner.

But Bush said he had talked to Selig and
Selig said he'd support him. Vincent said Bush
had told him Texas Republicans were push-
ing him to run for governor, against Ann
Richards. When Vincent tried to push Dubya
in that direction, Bush replied, “I think 1'd
rather be commissioner than governor.”

Vincent told Vanity Fair Bush's desire to
be MLB commissioner was so strong he
stalled for ayear, waiting to hear from Selig.
He called Vincent again in the fall of 1993,
and said, “Selig still says he wants me to be
commissioner, but nothing’s happening. | told
them | have to decide in a couple of weeks.”

Bush then made one last, sad call to
Vincent, wherein he told him, “You're right;
nothing happened. I’ m going to run for gov-
ernor.” A short time later, Bush officially an-
nounced his campaign.

And the rest, asthey say, is history.

So, there you have it. We could have been
spared Bush's disastrous presidency if Selig
had let him be commissioner. Not that | can
fault Bud; perhaps he knew something the rest
of the country —at |east at that time—did not.

* k% %

See you next week — when hopefully we

al will have electricity.

East Hampton Animal Control
Officer Sues Reimondo

by Joshua Anusewicz

East Hampton Police Chief Matthew
Reimondo has found himself mired in another
legal matter, as a resident has filed a lawsuit
against Reimondo for allegedly sharing confi-
dential information about his job application
for animal control officer.

The lawsuit, which was filed on Thursday,
Oct. 20, at Middletown Superior Court, claims
that Reimondo sent e-mailsto hiswife, Kathie,
town Parks and Recreation Director Ruth
Plummer, town librarian Sue Berescik and
Renee Ghent, which contained personnel in-
formation from resident Michael Olzacki’sjob
application that was submitted in October 2009.
Confidential information was gathered through
abackground check, whichisconducted for any
prospective employee under the direction of the
police department.

In March 2010, Olzacki was informed that
he was not hired for the job; however, Ol zacki
was hired as East Haddam’s animal control of-
ficer, and became East Hampton’sanimal con-
trol officer when the towns regionalized the
position earlier thisyear.

According to the suit, in October 2010,
Olzacki requested Reimondo’se-mail, text and
phone records between November 2009 and
July 2010 through the Freedom of Information
Act. A month later, he also requested the same
information from Plummer; for thisrequest, the
timeframe was between September 2008 and
November 2010.

The suit states that through these e-mails,
Olzacki was able to determine that Reimondo
had disclosed the confidential information. The
exact content of the e-mails, however, has not
been disclosed.

In the town’s employee handbook, the suit
states, it “emphasi zes the importance of main-
taining confidentiality regarding personnel is-
sues.” It also states that employees should re-
frainfrom“discussing confidential information
with outsiders’ and, inthetown’se-mail palicy,
that e-mails should only be used “for town pur-
poses.”

On top of the alleged e-mails, Olzacki also
states that Reimondo also disclosed confiden-
tial information about him at a public town
meeting in October 2010.

The suit states that Olzacki is accusing
Reimondo of defamation and libel, and is seek-
ing monetary compensation for damages,
attorney’s fees, and “further relief as the court
deems just.” Olzacki claims that since
Reimondo alegedly sent the e-mails, he has
been questioned regarding his “political asso-
ciations, ability, integrity, work history, and
level of professionalism.” He also states that
his reputation has been questioned in town
meetings and the media, hischildren have been
guestioned regarding the matter, and he has
been questioned about the matter when seek-
ing other employment.

Neither Reimondo nor Olzacki’'s attorney,
Ken Barber, could be reached for comment.

The matter was discussed at a Tuesday, Oct.
25, Town Council meeting, but washeld in ex-
ecutive session. Chairwoman Melissa Engel
said Wednesday no action was taken on the
matter, but the council “reviewed the suit and
its possible ramifications.” She said the suit is
inits “early stages’ and there is no timetable
for any sort of resolution.

by Joshua Anusewicz

East Hampton Police arrested three men
Sunday, Oct. 30, for vandalizing Center
School with offensive words and symbols,
Sgt. Garritt Kelly said Wednesday.

According to Kelly, Scott Jackson, 19, of
East Hampton, James Kozikowski, 19, of East
Hampton, and Brennan Gibbons, 19, no
known address, were arrested and charged
with first-degree criminal mischief, first-de-
gree criminal trespassing, and intimidation
based on bigotry/bias.

Kelly said that at roughly 8:30 p.m. on Sun-
day, policereceived acall from aresident that
three “masked individuals’ were at Center
School. OfficersHardie Burgin and John Wil-

ThreeArrested in East Hampton
for Vandalism at Center School

son responded to the scene and found approxi-
mately 25 windows and doors spray painted
with “anarchy-type symbols,” aswell as“in-
timidating and biased phrases.”

After canvassing the area, Kelly said the
officers were able to find the three men, one
of which had a backpack that contained the
same spray paint that had been used in the
vandalism.

Currently, there are no estimates on the cost
of the damage, Kelly said.

According to the state’s judicial website,
all three were released on promise to appear,
and are scheduled to appear in New Britain
Superior Court on Tuesday, Nov. 15, at 10a.m.




Election Day iIsAlmost Herein Marlborough

by Bailey Seddon

Theweeks of fervent campaigning are about
to come to a close, as next Tuesday, Nov. 8,
residentswill flock to EImer Thienes-Mary Hall
Elementary School to decidewho will help run
the town for the next couple of years.

The races for first selectman, Board of Se-
lectmen, Board of Education and Board of Fi-
nance were detailed in the prior two issues of
the Rivereast. Republican Cathi Gaudinki is
sguaring off against Democrat Mike Gut for first
selectman; the other candidates for the three-
member Board of Selectmen are Republican
Dick Sheaand Democrat Amy Traversa. How-
ever, Sheaand Traversaaren’t necessarily guar-
anteed seats on the board. If the loser of the
first selectman race collects more votes than
one of Sheaor Traversa, than he or shewill be
on the Board of Selectmen.

Board of Finance candidates are, on the
Democrat side, Beth Petroni and Evelyn
Godbout, both incumbents, and newcomers
Lauren C. Cragg and Arron R. Frankum. Re-
publicans are Douglas Knowlton and Ken
Hjulstrom, who would both be new to the board.
For the Board of Education, the Democrats
date features Betty O'Brien and Corrinne B.
Chappelle — both incumbents — and Glen J.
Peterson. Republican candidatesare Bob Clarke
and incumbents Louise Concodello and Ruth
Kelly. Voters can choose any three out of the
SiX.

Therest of the races in Marlborough aren’t
really races at all; everyone elseisrunning un-
opposed. These include Republican Nancy W.
Dickson, who is seeking another term astown
clerk; Republican Barbara C. Murray, who is
running for another term as tax collector; and

Republican Mike Turner and Dieter Zimmer
(whoisunaffiliated), who are each seeking an-
other term on the RHAM Board of Education.
All four of these candidates were also cross-
endorsed by the opposing political party in
town. Also cross-endorsed was Democrat
Michael J. O’'Neil, who isrunning for hisfirst
term as the town treasurer.

Also running is Democrat Ned Hickey for
another term on the Board of Assessment Ap-
peals. On the Planning Commission, incumbent
Republican John Larensenisrunning alongside
newcomer Midge Denno, while Republican
Sandy Sudduth is seeking her first term as a
Planning Commission Alternate. For the Zon-
ing Commission, Republican Kevin Asklar —
anincumbent —and Democrat Richard Banbury
are running, while Republican Eric M.
Colantonio isrunning for Zoning Commission
Alternate. Democrat Alan W. Miller and Re-
publican John Vaentine are each seeking their
first termson the Zoning Board of Appeals, and
Republican Bob Jackson is running for ZBA
Alternate. These last two candidates made an
interesting switch, as Jackson is currently on
the ZBA and Valentine is an alternate.

“Bob just felt that John wanted alittle more
timeto serve,” so they switched, said Republi-
can Town Committee Chairman Ken Hjulstrom.

Hjulstrom said he's confident the Republi-
can candidates bring experience to the boards.

“I'mvery optimistic,” hesaid. Hjulstrom said
he feels the race for the Board of Selectmenis
a “bit of a toss-up right now,” but thinks
Gaudinski is more prepared and “ up-to speed”
for thejob than her opponent.

“Sheiscurrent with information and what is

going onin town,” said Hjulstrom.

He said he was also “very encouraged” that
amajority of the Republicans on the date are
either incumbents or have already served on a
board or commission in town.

“| think we have much more experience,” he
said, adding that “ bringing knowledge with you
isgoing to help.”

Hjulstrom added that he’s been pleased with
the race thisyear.

“1 think it's been avery positive campaign,”
he said, with more focus on the qualifications
of the candidates than slamming the other op-
ponents.

Hjulstrom also noted anyone running for a
board or commission is a volunteer, and he
hopes that residents will respect this by com-
ing out to vote. “I think thereisalot at stake,”
with the issues Marlborough is going through,
and he wants people to support the town by
voting, he said.

Democratic Town Committee Chairman Ri-
chard Banbury also felt the campaign has been
apositive one.

“Both parties are really taking a high road,”
he said.

However, Banbury still thinks hiscandidates
— particularly Gut — are the best people for the
job.

“| really think he isthe best qualified candi-
date we have had in Marlborough,” Banbury
said of Gut. He said Gut was capabl e because,
when hewasworking at The Hartford, heman-
aged a $4 hillion budget. He also voiced his
confidence in selectmen candidate Amy
Traversa, whom he said isvery energetic, agood
listener and a*no-nonsense person.”

Banbury aso felt good that therewas so much
cross-endorsing and that all candidates, with
the exception of Mike O’ Neil, areincumbents.

“People know thesefolks” and trust them to
doagood job, hesaid. Asfor O’ Neil, Banbury
said the DTC encouraged him to run because
he was the treasurer of the town committee for
several years before stepping down to run for
town treasurer.

“1f you know him you have to respect him,”
Banbury said. Besides being treasurer for the
DTC, O'Neil is a certified public accountant,
which is why Banbury said he feels confident
inhisskills.

There are eight empty slots on the Demo-
cratic ticket, compared with only one on the
Republican side; Banbury admitted the DTC
had sometroubl e getting peopletorun. He said
people are not aways willing to volunteer to
serve on a board, and said another problemis
that occasionally peoplewant to serve but don’t
necessarily want to campaign. He noted,
though, that the selectmen are able to appoint
peopleto serve on boards later on, when open-
ings arise.

“I’m very confident that ... if there are open-
ings we can find people,” said Banbury.

The feel-good campaign this year will con-
tinue on Election Night, when both the DTC
andthe RTC will gather for apost-€l ection party
at Sadler’sOrdinary. The party will beheld from
8:15-9:30 p.m. Light refreshmentswill be pro-
vided, with beer and wineavailablefor purchase
at the restaurant.

Electionswill be held Tuesday, Nov. 8, from
6 am.-8 p.m., a Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall El-
ementary School, 25 School Dr.

Marlborough School Board Discusses New State Standards

by Bailey Seddon

The Board of Education met Oct. 27 to dis-
cuss, among other things, the new Common
Core State Standards (CCSS) that will be
changing in the next couple of years.

Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall Elementary School
Principal Scott Nierendorf and Vice Principal
DenaDelulius delivered a PowerPoint presen-
tation detailing the new standards which, they
said, “will define what Connecticut public
schools students should know and be able to
do asthey progress’ from kindergarten through
12th grade.

The CCSS should be fully implemented in
the school system for the 2013-14 school year,
Delulius said. With the new standards, the ad-
ministrators said, studentswill be better taught
what isexpected of themin college and thework
force. The standards are “internationally-
benchmarked to prepare studentsglobally,” ac-
cording to the PowerPoint presentation.

This preparation will include an increased
focus on non-fiction texts, so students can be
better prepared to read these as they get into
higher grades. Nierendorf said there will also
be an emphasis on forming an argument and
writing about sources.

The presentation next outlined where each
child should be by each grade level. For in-
stance, in kindergarten children should be able
to fluently add and subtract within the number
five. In first grade children should be able to
add and subtract within the number 20 and flu-
ently add and subtract within the number 10.

And by second grade students should be able
to fluently add and subtract within the number
20. By fluency, said Nierendorf, thismeans stu-
dents should “be able to grasp onto things and
internalize” them.

Many of the board memberswere happy with
where the standards would take children.

“1 think thisisgreat,” said Vice Chairwoman
Ruth Kelly.

The 2013-14 timetable eyed for the new
CCSS coincides with the elimination of the
Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT), which will
be replaced with a new CCSS test called the
Computerized Adaptive Test (CAT). Like the
CMTs, the CATs will be administered to stu-
dentsin gradesthreethrough six. They will first
be administered in the 2014-15 year.

In 2013, 80 percent of the English and lan-
guage arts curriculum will form to match the
CAT, and by 2014, 92 percent of the math will
be matched. Thischangein curriculumto sync
with the CCSS will be a “three- to four-year
journey,” said DeJulius. Nierendorf and
Delulius said they plan to update the Board of
Education later in the year on the progress that
is being made toward this goal.

Unlike the CMTs, which are administered
over the course of one week each year, the
school will have three monthsto make sure all
students have taken the CATs, DeJulius said.
The tests are done on computers so it isgoing
totakelonger to administer to al students, she
said.

Not only will the testing change but the re-

port cardswill aswell. Over the next couple of
years Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall will start hav-
ing CCSS-based report cards. Nierendorf said
the report cards will be introduced on a pilot
basis by the fall of 2012 for kindergarten and
first grade; in 2013 for second- and third-grad-
ers; and in 2014 for fourth through sixth grade.
By 2015, the new report cards—no longer on a
pilot basis—will befully implemented through-
out the school.

Nierendorf also talked of how it can often be
difficult for students to catch up if they move
from one school system to another. However,
thenew state standards should help this, he said.

The standards ensure “consistent expecta-
tions regardless of student’s zip code,”
Nierendorf said, and provide teachers and stu-
dents with specific guidelines.

Board member John O’ Toole asked what
would happen in the new curriculum if a stu-
dent performs poorly in aparticular subject, but
still achievesapassing grade. Currently, hesaid,
if students do poorly but still pass, they move
on to the next grade level of that subject. This
was something he felt was not hel ping students
or teachers.

“Every step of the way you are building
something on arealy lousy foundation,” said
O’ Toole, who felt that students should not move
on to the next level if they are receiving poor
grades. Chairman Betty O’ Brien agreed.

“It’s critical” that students receive good
grades before they move to the next level, said
O'Brien. This topic was something the board

said they would like to discuss in later meet-
ings.

Nierendorf also talked about how, under the
new standards, students would do writing as-
signmentsin art and gym. Thiswas something
that not al board members were happy with.

“We are supposed to be teaching them to be
fit,” board member Mimi LaPoint said. LaPoint
felt that gym was a time for kids to let their
energy out and learn how to be healthy and ac-
tive, something they could not do if they have
to sit down and write. LaPoint said when she
was a kid she had gym every day as well as
recess. These days, she said, despite such high
obesity rates, students only have a couple of
gym classes a week — and this should not be
taken away.

Kelly agreed.

Art and gym give students “a good sense of
sdlf,” shesaid, adding that they are placeswhere
kids “can go where they don’t have that stress
and pressure on them.” Board member Carol
Sheaagreed, saying shefelt that art wasatime
for kids to be able to express themselves in a
way many students could not though writing.

Superintendent of SchoolsDavid Sklarz said
he understood where the women were coming
from.

“We struggle with that as well, finding that
balance,” said Sklarz. “It'sawork in progress.”
* k% %

The next meeting of the Board of Education
is Wednesday, Nov. 16, at 7 p.m., at Elmer
Thienes-Mary Hall Elementary School.



Marlborough Candidates Forum Tackles Tough Questions

by Bailey Seddon

With Election Day less than a week away,
residents gathered at the Marlborough Arts
Center Thursday, Oct. 20, for achance to meet
the candidates for various boards and ask them
questions.

The questionstackled ahost of topics, rang-
ing from Marlborough’s response to Tropical
Storm Irene to the oft-criticized town sewer
project.

The Irene-related question was submitted
anonymously, via the website of the Marlbor-
ough BusinessAssociation, the group that orga-
nized last Thursday’s forum. The question al-
leged that town government had “failed” in its
responseto the storm, and asked how thetown’s
new first selectperson — Republican Cathi
Gaudinski or Democrat Mike Gut —would make
sure this does not happen again. (Current First
Selectman Bill Black isnot seeking re-election.)

Gaudinski said she thinks town government
needs to look at the plan of disaster
Marlborough currently hasin place. This way
she can figure out if it aligns with the actual
practice of what the government does during a
disaster. Gaudinski said thetown isrequired to
have arecovery plan, and making sureitisfol-
lowed through isimportant.

“Town Hall wasn't responsive this time,”
Gaudinski said.

Gut said communication, coordination and
responsiveness are needed from elected offi-
cias.

“1 will bein the office,” Gut said. “1 will be
taking those phone calls”

The second question taken from the MBA
website asked how each candidate would as-
pire not to raise taxes.

Gaudinski said that in the last few years, tax
increase has been |essthan average and that debt
service has been reduced by half a percent this
year.
“At this point | don’'t know if you can have
zer0” tax increase, Gaudinski said, but said she
would do her best to spend money only whenit
isimportant.

Gut felt much the same way.

“If there is a good reason to spend money,
then you spend money,” but not unlessit’s nec-
essary, said Gut. He said he felt that develop-
ing the business community would be the best
solution to lower taxes for the town.

“We need avibrant businesscommunity,” he
said. Gut aso said the first selectman’s office
has to be more aggressive and look at more
grants.

MBA Vice President Enza Dandeneau asked

what specific ideas the candidates have on
bringing businesses to the town, stating that
Marlborough is not seen as abusiness-friendly
town to comeinto.

Gut said thereare many unfriendly rulesand
regulations that new businesses or developers
have to go through when they get to town that
could be changed.

“We need to get the board to address those
issues’ and seeif Marlborough isdoingitsbest
to welcome businesses, he said. Gut also added
that young people are leaving the community
because there are not as many optionsfor them
intown. Gut said his own son has been laid off
from the Marlborough Tavern, where he had
worked since he was 16, when the eatery re-
cently closed. Thiswas something, he said, that
he does not want to see happen to other people.

Gaudinski said it would be prudent to put
some of the regulations online, so businesses
or devel opers could know what the zoning regu-
lations are before they come in. She said she
asofelt that the Economic Devel opment Com-
mission needs to take a more active rolein ex-
isting businessesin town.

“We need to look like we are here in town”
so people do not just drive through, Gaudinski
said.

Board of Selectmen candidate Dick Sheasaid
he felt the town could look into getting even
more Small Town Economic Assistance Pro-
gram (STEAP) grants.

“We had a very narrow program,” he said.
Shea said that the town has a steady source of
$150,000 to $250,000 a year in grants, but
shouldlook into trying to get morefor thetown.

Dandeneau spoke again and mentioned what
she called the “elephant in the room” — the
sewer project. Dandeneau said she has known
many businesses that have wanted to come to
Marlborough, but cannot afford the high sewer
rates.

Gaudinski said she had a business in town
for fiveyearsand can understand how harditis
being abusiness owner.

“My husband and | |earned what town policy
candotoabusiness,” shesaid. Gaudinski men-
tioned that some new businesses have opened
up recently, such as apilates studio. The prob-
lem wasthat no onein Town Hall did anything
to welcome them, she said.

“| think we have to plan for future devel op-
ment and growth,” to get more businesses in,
she said.

Gut said hefelt the business and landowners
in town needed to be brought together to see

First Selectman hopefuls Cathi Gaudkinski, left, and Mike Gut fielded questions
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at acandidates forum on Thursday, Oct. 20, at theM arlborough ArtsCenter. Topics
included storm response, the sewer system and economic development. Gaudinski
photo by Bailey Seddon; Gut photo by Jane Boston.

what the town could be doing better to wel-
come businesses.

Resident Scott Welch echoed Dandeneau,
saying the sewers were the only thing the can-
didates needed to keep in mind when running
for office.

The fees associated with equivalent dwell-
ing units (EDUs) are “ absolutely killing” land-
ownersand businesses, Welch said. (Indeed, an
increase in sewer fees has been cited by the
Marlborough Tavern owners as one of the rea-
sons the business was shut down.) Welch said
he had previously been to a Water Pollution
Control Authority meeting and asked members
what would happen if landowners could not pay
their assessments because they could not get
anyone to rent their property. He said WPCA
members replied that they would foreclosure.

“That’sjust disgusting,” Welch said. He said
if no one is renting because of the high sewer
rates then it is expected that landowners will
not be able to pay their assessment. He said he
felt that this should not have been the response
and that the town should be looking at other
ways to pay the sewer bills.

“1 think there is some education that needs
to occur” on the WPCA, said Gaudinski. She
said weresheto be dected into office, shewould
look into making sure the WPCA is running
more smoothly.

Resident Susan Kehaya said boards should

get together monthly or quarterly to have bet-
ter communication. That way better decisions
can be made, she said.

Kehayasaid thetown hasbuilt “ sidewalksto
nowhere” and devel oped anew town green that
No one goes to.

Shea agreed, saying that overall communi-
cation between boards needsto be better so that
each board can run more efficiently

Board of Finance member Evelyn Godbout,
who is seeking re-election, felt the same.

“1t hasbeen frustrating at times on the board,”
because they did not have communication with
the Board of Selectmen, she said.

Resident Jane Boston said the different
boards used to have meetings together twice a
year, to make sure everyone was on the same
page.

“I can't remember thelast timewe had them,”
she said.

Gaudinski agreed that boards should meet
more as they have in the past.

“1 know what agroup of people can do work-
ing together,” she said.

In the end, residents were happy that candi-
dates had come out to try to answer their ques-
tions. Welch in particular said he was very en-
couraged by the candidates that citizens had to
choose from.

“1f nothing else, you can see thereis a pas-
sion,” Welch said.

East Hampton Parties Ready for Next Week’s Election

by Joshua Anusewicz

After months of hand-shaking, door-knock-
ing and politicking, it al comes down to Tues-
day, Nov. 8, when the East Hampton munici-
pal electionswill take place.

Voting will be held at East Hampton High
School, 15 North Maple St., from6am.-8 p.m.
For those who have yet to register to vote, the
date has been extended due to the recent snow-
storm. Residents can register until Monday,
Nov. 7, at the registrar’s office at Town Hall.

This year's election will feature along list
of choicesfor residents, particularly inthe Town
Council race. The 15 candidates, which were
profiled in last week’s Rivereast, include five
candidatesfrom three different parties: Repub-
licans Patience Anderson, Kimberley Fontaine,
Ted Hintz, Jr., Sal Nucifora, and Josh Piteo;
Democrats Barbara Moore, Chatham Carillo,
James Vick, John Moore, and George
Pfaffenbach; and Chatham Party members Sue
Weintraub, Kyle Dostaler, Derek Johnson, An-
gela Sarahina and Glenn Suprono.

One of the interesting aspects of thisyear’'s
date of candidates is the variety. The only in-
cumbents are Barbara Moore, Weintraub, and
Carillo. Though some have served on boards
or committeesin the past —including some serv-
ing previous stints on the council — most are
rookies, running for the council for the first
time. Some candidates have never run for po-

litical office in town and are just looking to
make a difference.

Inthe Oct. 21 issue of the Rivereast, another
diverse set of candidates were profiled for the
Board of Education. The race will feature 11
candidates. Chatham Party members Joelyn
Leon, Bill Marshall, Scott Minnick, and Eliza-
beth Whitty; Democrats Carol Williams, Denise
Russo, Ken Barber, and Teri Schlosser; and
Republicans Donald Coolican, SheilaWall, and
Karen Hintz Lee.

TheBoard of Finance racewasalso profiled
in the Oct. 21 issue and will feature eight can-
didates: Democrats Laura Taylor Borg, Tom
O'Brien, and Ted Turner; Republicans Maria
Peplau and Don Martin; and Chatham Party
membersMary Ann Dostaler, Scott Sanicki, and
Dave Monighetti.

The date aso includes two candidates for
Zoning Board of Appealsterm starting in 2011
— Democrat Dennis Wall and Chatham Party
member Paul Hoffman; three candidates for
Zoning Board of Appealsterm starting in 2012
— Chatham Party member Irene Curtis, Repub-
lican Lori Wilcox and Democrat Brendan
Flannery; and two candidates for Midstate
Municipal Planning Agency —Republican Mar-
garet Jacobson and Democrat Andrew Tierney.

BarbaraMoore, who also servesasthe chair
of the Democratic Town Committee (DTC),

said Wednesday that the candidates have a
“busy weekend” of waving and door-knocking
planned, but said the campaign would be di-
aled back because of the recent storm.

“People have had a bad week,” Moore ad-
mitted. “We' Il be there if people want to talk
with us, but we don’t want to be in everyone's
face”

She said that the campaign as a whole has
been asuccess, adding that she has seen aspike
in residents interested in hearing what the
Democratic date has to offer. “When it gets
down closer to the election, residents get more
interested,” Moore said.

Although there are a good amount of new-
comersto the Democratic slate, Moore said that
the candidates have “developed” over the past
few months, asthey’ ve gotten more adjusted to
being acandidate. Moore said that she hasfaith
in the party’s slate, adding that “it's up to the
residents to decide what’s best for the town
now.”

More information on the Democratic candi-
dates can be found at dems.info/easthampton/.

George Coshow, the Republican Town Com-
mittee chair, said Wednesday the Republican
candidates have been focusing more on door-
to-door campaigning than placing signsaround
town. He said that this has given the candidates
abetter chance to listen to residents and share

their ideas with the town on a personal level.

Coshow said he“redlly like[s] thedlate” that
the Republicans have offered up thisyear, stat-
ing that all of the candidates* represent conser-
vative thought and believe that the town needs
amore efficient government.”

As for the election, Coshow said that heis
hopeful that Republicans will gain a “strong
representation across al major boards.”

For Dostaler —who also serves as Chatham
Party chairman —the campaign hasbeen “ very,
very positive” Hesaid all of the candidateshave
received “ great feedback” from residents asto
what they want out of their elected officials.

“They want less drama and more good gov-
ernment,” Dostaler said simply.

Dostaler said the Chatham candidates “get
along very well” and have been able to effec-
tively display their message because they have
“the same understanding of how to move the
town forward.” He said that the Chatham date’s
makeup of Democrats, Republicans and inde-
pendents — which he called “tri-partisan” —
makes it unique.

“We might have different philosophiesat the
national level, but we have the same beliefs at
the local level,” Dostaler said. “We all want a
better community.”

Chatham Party candidate information can be
found at chathamparty.org.



Portland Voters Set for Municipal Elections on Tuesday

by Joshua Anusewicz

Though last weekend' s storm has admittedly
put adamper on campaigning, all of Portland’s
candidates are prepared for thisyear’s munici-
pal electionsto go on as scheduled.

Voting will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 8, from
6 am.-8 p.m. at the Portland Senior Center, 7
Waverly Ave. For those who have not registered
to vote yet, the deadline to register has been
extended to Monday, Nov. 7. Residents can get
information for registering at the Town Clerk’s
office at the Town Hall, 33 East Main Street.

The ballot will be headlined by the race for
first selectman, which was profiled in last
week’sissue of the Rivereast. Democrat Susan
Bransfield isrunning for reel ection against two
challengers: Republican Don Bascom and In-
dependent Lambros Lambrinides.

TheBoard of Selectmen race, which wasalso
profiled in last week’sissue, will feature seven
candidatesrunning for six spots. All four Demo-
cratic candidates will be seeking reelection:
Brian Flood, Mark Finkelstein, Kathleen
Richardsand Fred Knous. The Republicanswill
run three candidates: incumbent Carl Chudzik,
Ryan Curley, and Peter Clark.

The Board of Education race was featured
in the Oct. 21 issue of the Rivereast. All three
candidateswill be elected to the board, asthree

Election

by Bailey Seddon

With the power mostly restored in town, and
theroadsmainly cleared, residents should have
no problem flocking to their respective polling
places for next Tuesday’s municipal elections.

Candidates for first selectman were already
featured in last week’s Rivereast. The candi-
dates are Republican and current First Select-
man Gregg Schuster and petitioning candidate
James McNair 111, a Democrat. The Board of
Selectmen candidates were also featured last
week; Democrats are incumbents James Ford
and Rosemary Coyle and Republicans are in-
cumbents Stan Soby and Gregory Cordova.
Also running is Democratic petitioning candi-
date Tearice Peters.

Also profiled last week were the Board of
Finance candidates. Running to fill four-year
vacancies are Democratic incumbents John
Ringo and Bruce Hayn, Republican Art
Shilosky and Democratic petitioning candidate
LindaHodge. Voters can choose any two of the
four candidates. The Board of Finance also has
two two-year vacancies; Democrat Thomas
Kane and Republican incumbent Rob Esteve
will automatically get elected, as only two out
of four possible candidates ran.

Board of Education was featured in the Oct.
21 issue of the Rivereast and, like the Board of
Finance, also has two- and four-year terms.
Democratic incumbents Mike Egan and Mary
Tomasi and Republican incumbent Brad
Bernier areall upfor full termsand areall guar-
anteed spots. Republican incumbent John
Reever isfilling atwo-year vacancy and isalso
guaranteed a seat.

Also running unopposed is Democratic in-
cumbent Nancy Bray for town clerk and Demo-

spots are available. The candidates include
Democrats Chris Phelps and MaryAnne Rode
— both incumbents — and Republican Brenna
Kosicki.

Rounding out the slates for both parties are
four candidates for the Board of Assessment
Appeal — Republicans Peter Castelli and Mat-
thew Rice and Democrats Richard Murphy and
David O'Brien; two candidates for Zoning
Board of Appealsterm starting in 2011 —Demo-
crat Donald Snyder and Republican Cheryl
Dion; and two candidates for Zoning Board of
Appeals term starting in 2012 — Republican
Kurt Peterson and Democrat Kenneth Kearns.
The slate also includes cross-endorsed
Bernadette Dillon for town clerk, aposition she
has held for 44 years.

Republican Town Committee (RTC) Chair-
woman Cindy Varrichio said Wednesday the
Republicansare offering up an “excellent” date
of candidatesthat she believesisa®good alter-
native” to the Democratic ticket. She said the
candidates have been actively speaking with
residents and knocking on doors, but that the
candidates have put the campaign on hold since
last weekend's “natural disaster.”

Varrichio said the Republicansbiggest chal-
lenge will be winning over residentsin atown

cratic incumbent Gregg L ePage for town trea-
surer.

Residents do have some optionsinthe Board
of Assessment A ppealsand tax collector races,
however. On the Board of Assessment Appeals,
Democrat John F. Malsbenden and Republican
incumbents Dave Anderson and Jeff Brainard
are running. Residents can choose two of the
three candidates.

For tax collector, Democratic incumbent
Tricia Coblentz is facing Republican Betsy
Ciccone.

The tax collector race has sparked somein-
terest this year, with several Colchester resi-
dents writing in letters to the editor to the
Rivereast supporting one candidate or attack-
ing another.

Coblentz has been the tax collector for four
yearsand Democratic Town Committee Chair-
woman Dorothy Mrowka feels she brings the
experience to the job that is needed.

“| think Tricia has done a terrific job,” she
said.

Coblentz said shefeels she hasworked hard
and islooking forward to being elected to an-
other term.

“1 lovemy job; | love the people,” she said.
Coblentz mentioned how hard she works to
keep the mill rate down and how difficult it can
be collecting taxes from people in such a bad
economy. Thisiswhy she said she works hard
towork on payment plansfor people who need
them.

“I"'m definitely a very active tax collector,”
said Coblentz, who mentioned that an experi-

that predominantly supports their opponent.
“It's always tough because Portland is mostly
aDemocratictown,” said Varrichio. “But we're
optimistic.”

Asfor theresponse from residents, Varrichio
said that the candidates have received “great
feedback” and was pleased that citizens have
taken the time out to speak with the candidates
about issues or concerns.

Chudzik, the Republican mainstay on the
Board of Selectmen, said Wednesday that the
Republican candidates promise to “represent
the citizens with honesty” and hopes to con-
tinue“working hard for the people of Portland.”

“1 hope we all get the chance to work to-
gether to achievethesamegoals,” Chudzik said
of the Republican dlate. All of the candidates
have listed increasing economic development
asapriority, whilekeeping taxes|ow and main-
taining Portland’s small town charm.

“It has to be a balance,” Chudzik said. “I
know we can do it, and | hope we have that
opportunity to continue working towards that
goa.”

More information on the Republican candi-
dates can be found on Facebook by searching
“Portland CT GOP”

enced staff is needed to do this work, some-
thing she provides.

Asfor Ciccone, she said that if she were tax
collector she would do her best to work with
peopleand improvethetax collection rate. (Ac-
cording to Town Hall, the most recent collec-
tion rate available is for 2010, which was 98.6
percent.)

“l have experience working for the
town...interacting and working with the
people” and would like to continue that experi-
ence, she said.

Republican Town Committee Chairman
Brenden Healy said he felt she would make a
good tax collector because, “ she has her finger
on the pulse of the town” and has experience,
he said. This experience includes a 2001-11
stint on the Board of Education.

Asfor theother candidates, Mrowkasaid she
feelsMalsbenden bringsalot of experiencefor
Board of Assessment Appealsfromhisjobasa
retired school teacher.

“He'sawealth of knowledge,” she said.

Overall, Mrowka said she feels the Demo-
crats “ have outstanding candidates” that bring
alot to the table. She said she feels her candi-
dates have a lot of experience and understand
what isgoing oninthetown. Shefelt they have
this experience because so many of them are
incumbents.

Mrowkasaid this campaign season has been
hard because of al the distractionsfrom Tropi-
cal Storm Ireneand last weekend's snowstorm.

“It's been difficult for people to get out to
campaign,” Mrowkasaid. Despite this she still

Richards, who also servesasthe chair of the
Democratic Town Committee (DTC), said
Wednesday that the Democratic campaign has
also been “disrupted” by the recent storm, but
has been a*“good campaign overall.”

Richards said she was “happy” that most of
the Democratic candidates will be running as
incumbents, stating that the “ continuity isgood
for the town.”

“We've done a lot of good work for the
town,” Richardssaid. “ Residentswe' ve spoken
with are happy with how things are going in
town. We'vetried our hardest to keep taxes|ow,
and people recognize that.” Richards particu-
larly commended the work of Bransfield, who
she said has done “alot to improve the town”
in her eight years asfirst selectwoman.

As for Tuesday’s elections, Richards used
the word “optimistic” to describe the Demo-
crats chances. She believesthat the candidates
viability liesin the work they’ve done over the
past few years of serving on their boards, and
she knows residents have taken notice.

“Because| think we have the experience, we
will succeed,” Richardssaid. “Residents have seen
what we've accomplished, that we've worked
well together, and | think we'll get back in.”

Day Comes Next Tuesday in Colchester

thinks people will come out to give their vote
on Tuesday. Mrowkaalso felt thishasbeen one
of the better campaigns with not much bicker-
ing between the candidates. She said the Demo-
crats havetried to “ give a positive image.”

“1 think our Democrat team hasgot it all,” she
said. “It'sall about people and not politics”

Healy agreed that the campaign has been a
good one.

“It has been a positive campaign and hope-
fully will continueto besointhelast few days,”
he said. Healy also said he feels confident in
his party’s candidates.

“1 think we have a strong chance’ because
the Republican candidates have alot of experi-
ence, said Healy. Healy mentioned Rob Esteve,
whom he said has been activein financial mat-
tersfor many years.

“1 think he will be a great member in the
Board of Finance,” he said. Healy also said he
felt Art Shilosky is a good candidate because
he has been active in the town for many years.

Healy felt much as Mrowka did, that it has
been hard because of al the weather issues.
Still, he said, he hopes peopleturn out for elec-
tions to vote for candidates, especially on the
Republican side.

“1 hope we do well,” he said.

Elections are Tuesday, Nov. 8, from 6 am.-
8 p.m. Depending on which district residents
livein, thevoting will take place at Town Hall,
127 Norwich Ave.; Bacon Academy, 611 Nor-
wichAve.; or the Assembly of God Church, 85
Skinner Rd.

Andover to Honor Veterans Next Week

by Geeta Schrayter

Andover has never had a Veterans Day cer-
emony; next week, however, thetown will break
that tradition.

Thetown will hold an observance ceremony
at Andover Veterans M onument Park. The event
will take place at 11 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 11,
giving it the unique date of 11/11/11 at 11 am.

Program organizer Dianne Grenier stated the
day as areason to hold the ceremony.

“1 thought thiswould be agreat opportunity,”
she said, adding with alaugh, “aong with the
fact that our Veterans Monument Park is|ook-
ing so good.”

But more than the date or location, the pur-
pose is to honor and give thanks to local vet-
erans. The program includes a variety of tra-
ditional activities including raising the flag,
fife and drums, bagpipes, a three-gun salute,
a history of Veterans Day, singers, and guest
speakers.

First Selectmen Bob Burbank is one such
speaker, and he stated it's only fitting to honor
veterans.

“We never in the past have had a ceremony,
so wethought it might be appropriate,” he said,
adding that veteranshad “really put out alotin
the last few years,” and some serve time and
timeagain.

Burbank also happens to be a veteran him-
self, having served in the Navy during the Viet-
nam era, and Burbank’s brother Theodore | ost
hislifein aplane crash whilein the Air Force.
Burbank’s son Michael is presently serving in
theAir Force.

State Representative Pam Sawyer is also a
guest speaker, and wife of Mgjor Eric S. Saw-
yer, ret., who was ahelicopter fighter pilot with
theU.S. Army during Vietnam, and then amem-
ber of the National Guard.

“1 deeply appreciate observances of Veter-

ans Day as away to express our gratitude for
so many who have put their livesonthelinefor
our freedom,” she said.

Sawyer added the Veterans Monument Park
isaspecia place, asit hasmonumentsfor wars
going back asfar as the Revolutionary.

“Most towns don’t go back that far,” she
stated.

Sawyer also added that the area along the
Route 6 corridor is where French troops
marched on their way to Yorktown.

“They met with George Washington in Con-
necticut three times that we know of” to plan
the battle of Yorktown, Sawyer said, adding a
bit of historical mystique to the site.

Grenier stated they sent out invitations for
local veterans to attend the event, and thinks
the program “has all the right elements.”

“1 think it's something Norman Rockwell

would be proud of,” Grenier said after describ-
ing aspects such asthewreath-laying and sing-
ing of “God Bless America” “It's your basic
small New England Town Ceremony.”

Burbank said he hopesthey’ Il beableto hold
some kind of ceremony annually.

“1 hope we'll be able to get volunteers to
serve and do some kind of an honoring on an
annual basis” he stated.

After the program, a reception will be held
in the basement of the Congregational Church
on Route 6, co-hosted by the Church and
Friends of the Library with sandwiches, snacks
and a tribute to local veterans. The Andover
Historical Museum will also be open.

Transportation will be available, and indi-
vidualsin need of aride should call Municipal
Agent Cathy Palazzi at 860-742-8088.



Hebron Candidates Focus on Cooperation

by Geeta Schrayter

Election Day is less than a week away, and
for thefirst timein morethan adecade, theelec-
tions are quiet. With the exception of the Zon-
ing Board of Appedls, this year there are no
competitive races.

In the beginning of October DonnaMcCalla,
chairwoman of the Republican Town Commit-
tee, and Bill Rudis, chairman of the Democratic
Town Committee, released aletter to residents
explaining thesituation. Init, they stated “ each
town committee has endorsed the allowed num-
ber of candidates’ for all boards excepting the
Zoning Board of Appeals, and “all candidates
arefocused on working cooperatively together
for the betterment of Hebron’s future.”

The candidates were mentioned as “experi-
enced, knowledgeable, and willing to sacrifice
their personal time. . .” to serve their commu-
nity.

“Thisisauniquesituationinthat there’sonly
one competitive race,” McCalla said Wednes-
day. She added it was in everyone's best inter-
est to focus on the candidates and how well
they’ Il work asateam “for the good of Hebron.”

“| seethat atrend is already started to find
ways to save money and work together coop-
eratively,” she said, adding that she hopes it
continues.

“Both of thetown committeesthisyear have
been supportive of the idea that thisis an un-
usual situation,” said McCalla. “And thisis a
unigue opportunity for the various members of
the boards and commissions to show Hebron
residents that they can work together for
everyone'sgood.”

All three candidatesfor the Board of Select-
men — Republicans Jeff Watt and Gayle
Mulligan and Democrat Brian O’ Connell —are
incumbents. The three were profiled in last
week’sRivereast. In the profiles, Mulligan and
Watt discussed their desire to finish some of
thework they had already started and continue
working on issues such as economic develop-
ment and debt reduction. Mulligan mentioned
a constant struggle in Hebron between “con-
tinued growth and maintaining our rural char-
acter” and the importance of listening to resi-
dents to make decisions that will help strike a
balance between thetwo. O’ Connell discussed
hislike-minded belief the town should “retain
itsrural character” along with the need for the
board to creatively court new business to
Hebron and preserve open space.

Colchester

Police News

10/27: Patrick Kennedy, 56, of 39 Spruce
Ln., Oakdale, was charged with DUI, State
Police said.

10/28: Douglas Wilson, 48, of 77 Scenic
View Dr. Apt.1, Deep River, was charged with
second-degree failure to appear, State Police
said.

10/29: Michelene Haagensen, 42, of 232
Boretz Rd., was charged with DUI, evading and
traveling too fast for conditions, State Police
said.

The Board of Finance race was also pre-
viewed last week. RepublicansLynn Guerriero
and Michael Hazel are seeking reelection, while
Democrat Paula Verrier will be new to the
board. Verrier feels her experience working in
accounting, balancing the books for various
businesses and managing a household budget
will be beneficial asaBoard of Finance mem-
ber.

“1 want to try to keep Hebron affordable for
everyone,” she said last week.

Hazel, who works as an accountant, and
Guerriero, who has worked in the finance in-
dustry for 25 years, both acknowledge thetown
isindifficult financial timesand arelooking to
continue the work they’ve already begun. Ha-
zel stated he feels “continuity is important at
thistime,” and mentioned some of the biggest
challenges will be the reliability of state fund-
ing, theimpact the budget has on taxpayersand
managing spending within the revenue con-
straintsin town.

Similarly, Guerriero has stated she's |ook-
ing to keep taxes down, maintain services in
Hebron and work on economic development,
focusing on long-term financial planning.

Finances were also one of the issues dis-
cussed by candidates running for the Board of
Education (who were also profiled in-depth in
a previous Rivereast). Republican candidate
Dominic Marino said some of the biggest is-
sues are a need for transparency and the bud-
get. He hopesto add “ community-minded com-
mon sense” and plans to tackle budgetary pri-
oritiesthat will benefit students and “maintain
the heritage of the town.”

Democratic candidate Maryanne Leichter
plans to work with other Board members to
keep financesin balance while providing qual-
ity education to students.

“| think there has always been quality edu-
cationin thistown for the studentsand | would
like to see this continue,” she said.

Stephanie Raymond is running for re-elec-
tion and has lived in Hebron for 16 years.

On the RHAM Board of Education, the two
candidates from Hebron are Democrat Amy
D’ Amaddio and Republican Tom Tremont.

Tremont has been amember of the board for
seven years and believes significant issuesin-
clude ensuring tax money is spent more on stu-
dents’ education and lesson “trying to keep the

East Hampton

Police News

10/21: Sheila Fogg, 49, of 71 No. Moodus
Rd., Moodus, was arrested for DUI and failure
to driveright, East Hampton Police said.

10/24: Patrick SalvatoreAidllo, 22, of 3 Sears
Pl., was arrested for second-degree failure to
appear, police said.

10/24: ThomasMcCabe, 53, of 15 Park Rd.,
Colchester, was arrested for sixth-degree lar-
ceny, police said.

10/24: PamelaJ. Cole, 38, of 36 Skinner St.,
was arrested for violating a protective order,
police said.

10/25: A 17-year-old juvenile of East Hamp-
tonwasarrested for disorderly conduct and sec-
ond-degree assault, police said.

10/26: Anthony Palazzo, 56, of 102
Comstock Tr., was arrested for failure to re-
spond to an infraction, police said.

10/28: Gary Pawloski, 51, of 150’ Neil Ln.,
wasarrested for failureto respond to aninfrac-
tion, police said.

administration happy,” and providing apositive
atmosphere for and opportunities for students.

D’ Amaddio has not served on the board be-
fore, but islooking to share the perspective she
gained through working on the design and
implementation of initiatives to improve edu-
cationa opportunities for children across the
state over the past 10 years. D’ Amaddio cur-
rently works with court involved and detained
children as the statewide Coordinator of Edu-
cationa Services. D’ Amaddio is also looking
to address the school’s dropout rate and bully-
ing.

Republican ClaraO’ Brienistheonly candi-
date running for the Board of Assessment Ap-
pedls, and was first elected in 2003. She has
also been amember of the Hebron Republican
Town Committee and was el ected chairwoman
of the Water Pollution Control Authority in
2005. A resident of Hebron since 1993, O’ Brien
graduated from Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tution with aMaster of Science degreein health
care Management.

Running for the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission are Republican Lewis Hinman and
Democrat Frank Zitkus.

Hinman haslived in Hebron since 2001 and
wasfirst elected to PZC in 2003, prior to which
he was an aternate. Hinman was elected as
chairman of the commissionin 2009 andisalso
chairman of the Capital Improvement Projects
(CIP) Committee.

Zitkus has been a Hebron resident for 20
years and has served on the PZC for 13, with
most of them as secretary. He also serves as
the representative to the Hebron's Open Space
Land Acquisition. He has also served on the
CIP Committee.

For the sole competitive race, Democratic
candidates Cathleen Murphy and Cynthia
Grinnell and Republican Kevin McDonnell are
running for the two available seats on the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals.

Murphy believes shebrings experienceto the
commission, having served on the ZBA since
1999. She has held the position of secretary,
vice chairwoman and chairwoman.

“1 think these years of experience are my
biggest asset,” said Murphy, adding it’simpor-
tant for her to “balance our town regulations
with areasonable use of ahome owner’s prop-
erty.”

Grinnell isrunning for reelection, and along
with the current board, over the years she has
also served astax collector and on the Board of
Selectmen, Board of Education, and the build-
ing committee for the Town Office Building.
She is also the vice chairwoman of the Demo-
cratic Town Committee.

McDonnell haslived in Hebron since 2008,
and McCalla described him as “exceptionally
bright,” with a track record of involvement in
his community. Prior to Hebron, he lived in
Main where he was involved in a number of
community positions.

“1 think Kevin hasreally got such a breadth
of knowledge and experience,” said McCalla,
adding she felt he was capable of “smartly”
promoting economic development in town.

Running unopposed for ZBA alternates are
Democrats Anthony Novak and Donald Mas-
ters.

Novak has lived in Hebron since 1987, is
seeking reelection and looks forward to con-
tinue serving the town. He has been an active
member of the Hebron Lions Club since hefirst
moved to Hebron, and says hisinterest in agri-
culture and “the preservation of Hebron's his-
torical and natural assets’ led him to seek re-
election.

Mastershaslived in Hebron for 15 yearsand
feelshisbackground asan engineer alowshim
to serve asasuccessful Alternatefor the Board.
He stated he puts his best effort into al of his
pursuits, and feels his advanced degrees allow
him to make the correct decisions.

As Election Day approaches, Rudis stated
he hopes residents utilize their ability to vote.

“We should not forgo that right,” he said,
adding that he was satisfied with the candidates
who are running, and just as they’re sure to do
their job, he hopes the citizens will do theirs.

“The individuals who have seeked to serve
the community obviously are doing so because
of their keen interest in those types of respon-
sibilities,” he said. “Like anything else, our
concern is that the voters understand the con-
tinued importance of their role—to go and vote”

Dueto last weekend' swinter storm and sub-
sequent power outages, Gov. Dannel Malloy
extended the voter registration deadline to
Monday, Nov. 7, at noon. Voting will take place
Tuesday, Nov. 8, from 6 am.-8 p.m., at Hebron
Elementary School, 92 Church St.



Obituaries

East Hampton

Linda Cunningham

Linda Cunningham of Troutdale, OR, formerly
of East Hampton, died peacefully at home Sun-
day, Oct. 30, surrounded by family, after abrave
battle with cancer.

Lindawas born Dec. 5, 1945, daughter of the
late David Villa Sr. and the |ate Beatrice (Barber)
Bisson. She was also predeceased by her broth-
ers, David Jr. and Peter Villa Sr.; her son, Todd
Cunningham and grandson Cody Cunningham.

She is survived by her sister, Gail (Villa)
DiStefano of East Hampton; ex-husband Noel
(Skip) Cunningham Sr. of Lillian, AL; sons Noel
Cunningham Jr. of Coventry, David (Matt)
Cunningham and wife Bath of East Hampton, and
daughters Kari Margeta and husband Dave and
Spraige Cunningham of Troutdale, OR. Also,
grandchildren Dana, Kellee, Courtney, Noah,
Erica, Casey, Latoya, Hannah, Brandon, Olivia,
Ashley and Amirah and great-grandchildren
Madison, Austin and Alyse.

Her gentle spirit will be missed by all.

Hebron
Martha Whitney Hooker

MarthaWhitney Hooker, 94, of Salt Box Road,
Hebron, died peacefully at her home Thursday,
Oct. 27.

She was the widow of John J. Hooker, with
whom she shared 63 years of marriage. Her son,
Thomas Hooker also predeceased her.

Sheleavesadaughter, Mary Lou Hooker O’ Dea
and her husband John of Laurel, MD and her son,
John (Jack) Hooker and hiswife Sandy of Slocum
Road, Hebron. Shealso leaves her two grandchil-
dren, Jeff Hooker and his wife, Anne of
Marlborough and Dr. Karen Hooker of New York
City aswell astwo beloved great grandchildren,
Teresa and Trevor of Marlborough.

Martha was born and raised in Salisbury, VT,
the daughter of the late Edward and Ida (Tho-
mas) Whitney. She was the youngest of 11 chil-
dren.

She graduated from Brandon (VT) High
School and Bay Path Junior Collage (MA) and
moved to Hartford to work in the insurance in-
dustry.

She met her future husband, John at a square
dance at the Gilead Grange Hall. After their mar-
riage, they lived in Hartford and then moved to
Hebron where she lived for over 60 years.

She was a member of the Grange and Gilead
Congregational Church.

A service to honor her memory will be held
on Saturday, Nov. 12, at 2 p.m. at Gilead Congre-
gational Church with the Rev. Dr. Denise
Esslinger officiating. Burial will follow at Gilead
Cemetery.

The family wishes to thank Ida Njie for her
loving care of both Marthaand her husband John
who predeceased her in April.

Memorial donations may be madeto the Gilead
Congregational Church Building Fund, 672
Gilead St., Hebron, CT 06248. The Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester has been
entrusted with arrangements.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Amston
Linda Lee Peddle

LindaL eePeddle, 51, of Amston and formerly
of Colchester and Middlefield, passed away un-
expectedly Saturday, Oct. 29, from injuries sus-
tained in afatal automobile accident.

Born Jan. 19, 1960, in Meriden and raised in
the Middlefield/Durham area, she was a daugh-
ter of William H. Peddle of Enosburg Falls, VT
and the late Joyce (Gowing) Peddle.

Lindawas adevoted and loving mother, daugh-
ter, sister and aunt, who will be deeply missed by
so many people. Shewill also be mourned by her
extended family, both coworkers and customers,
from Dunkin’ Donuts in Colchester, where she
had worked as Shift Manager.

In addition to her father, she is survived by
four sons, Timothy Powell of Key Largo, FL;
William Marlow of Bunnell, FL; SPC. Cory
Marlow, U.S. Army, of El Paso, TX and Taylor
Marlow of Bunnell, FL; five siblings, Doris
Hayden of Amston, Dora Donahue of
Middletown, Darlene Coulombe of Enosburg
Falls, VT, William Peddle of Middletown and
Dale Peddle of Enosburg Falls, VT; and numer-
ous aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins and
extended family members and friends.

Friendscalled Thursday, Nov. 3, at theAurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Road,
Colchester. A memorial servicefollowed thevisi-
tation hours. Buria will be private.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory
may be made to the CT Humane Society, 111
Russell Rd., Newington, CT 06111.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Colchester
Robert D. Viens

Robert D. Viens, 88,
of Colchester, formerly
of Glastonbury, hus-
band of the late Cecile
(Monty) Viens, died
Saturday, Oct. 29, at
Harrington Court in |
Colchester. Born Aug.
28,1923, in Burlington,
VT, son of the late
Frank X. and Antoinette
(Lanctot) Viens, he had
lived in Glastonbury
from 1956 until moving
to Colchester 10 years ago.

Prior to hisretirement in 1982 he had worked
for SNET in telecommunications for 35 years.
Robert was a communicant of St. Paul Church.
After his SNET retirement, Robert became a li-
censed realtor. He was a former member of the
Glastonbury Rotary Club and had served in the
USArmy during World War 1.

Heissurvived by his daughter and son-in-law,
Claudia and George Maistrelis of Colchester; a
son and daughter-in-law, Tim and Deborah Viens
of Hebron; five grandchildren, Carolyn Viensand
Brian Viens, both of Signal Mountain, TN, John
Maistrelis and Alexandra Maistrelis, both of
Colchester, Amy Viens of Hebron; a brother,
Joachim Viens and his wife Ellen of Ft. Collins,
CO; asister, Eleanor Beauregard and her husband
Paul of Essex Junction, VT; a daughter-in-law,
ElaineViensof Signal Mountain, TN; asister-in-
law, Ruth Viens of Waterville, ME; his godchild
and nephew, Kenneth Viens of Waterville, ME;
aswell as several other nieces and nephews.

Hiswife Cecilewasoriginally from Burlington,
VT and was one of 11 children.

He was predeceased by a son David R. Viens,
and a brother Paul Viens.

The family would like to thank Colchester In-
ternal Medicine, Harrington Court Nursing Home
and Chestelm Adult Day Carein Moodusfor their
care and compassion given to their father.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated
Saturday, Nov. 5, at 10 am., in St. Paul Church,
2577 Main St., Glastonbury. Burial with full mili-
tary honorswill follow in St. Augustine Cemetery,
South Glastonbury. Friends may call at the
Mulryan Funeral Home, 725 Hebron Ave.,
Glastonbury on Friday, Nov. 4, from 6-8 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be
made to the Glastonbury Volunteer Ambulance
Association, PO. Box 453, Glastonbury, CT.
06033.

To share amemory, visit mulryanfh.com.

Hebron

Nicholas J. Yetishefsky

Nicholas J. Yetishefsky, 46, beloved husband
of Meg Yetishefsky, passed away Monday, Oct.
17. Nick was born in Hartford March 17, 1965,
grew up in Glastonbury and hasresided in Hebron
for the past 20 years with the loves of his life,
Meg and his children Emily and Nicholas.

An avid sportsman, Nick excelled in all athlet-
ics and coaching sports was a passion for him.
His greatest joy was the time he spent coaching
Emily and Nicky in Hebron Youth Soccer, Base-
ball and Basketball. He loved being their dad.
Nick was a Glastonbury High School graduate
and was currently employed as a supervisor at
the Metropalitan District Commission, with co-
workers he considered to be great friends.

In additionto Meg, Emily, Nicky and their dog
Lily, Nick leaves his parents Robert and Ruth
Yetishefsky of Glastonbury, his brother Robert
Yetishefsky of Manchester and hissisters Frances
Marvin of Manchester, Theresa Andrews of
Hebron, and Joanne Devanney and her husband
Michael of Florida. Nick also leaves his mother
and father-in-law, Betty and William Kuehnel,
brother and sisters-in-law William Kuehnel, Beth
and Mark Vasil, Katie and Kevin Morse, al of
South Windsor and Eileen and Shawn Keane of
Cromwell.

Nick leaves many nieces and nephews who
loved their Uncle Nick dearly along with a host
of wonderful friends who have a lifetime of
memoriesto hold intheir hearts. Nick was prede-
ceased by hissister-in-law MaryanneYetishefsky.
Information will be posted to the Mulryan Fu-
neral Home website.

A Funeral Mass of Christian Burial was held
Friday, Oct 21, at Holy Family Church, 185
Church St., Amston. Buria followed in Holy
Cross Cemetery, Glastonbury. Family and friends
called at the Mulryan Funeral Home, 725 Hebron
Ave., on Thursday, Oct. 20.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the Yetishefsky Memorial Education Fund, c/o
Donna Dadinos, TD Bank, 2461 Main St.,
Glastonbury, CT 06033.

For online tributes, visit mulryanfh.com.

Colchester
Robert Walburn

Robert Walburn 84, passed away peacefully
surrounded by his loving family Friday, Oct. 28,
at Harrington Court in Colchester. Born on May
21, 1927, in Milton, PA, he was the son of the
late Elmer Walburn and Mary (Botts) Walburn.

Robert was a veteran of World War 11, serving
admirably in the Army. After the service, he
worked as a carpenter for over 60 years. He was
united in marriage to Patricia (Eiswerth) Walburn
on Dec. 21, 1963, in Norwich. She survives him.

Robert was an active participant within the com-
munity holding membership in the VFW, Elks
Club, Maennerchor Club, and German Club. He
enjoyed traveling, cooking, gardening and bil-
liards.

In addition to his wife, he is survived by his
sons, Stephen Walburn and Michael Walburn of
Lisbon; daughter, Kathy Walburn of New Lon-
don; brothers, Harold Walburn of Montgomery,
PA, Howard Walburn of Turbotville, PA, and Eu-
gene Walburn of Muncy, PA; sisters, Eleanor
(Walburn) Kulp and Mary Alice Walburn; and
several nieces, nephews and grandchildren.

Family will receive relatives and friends from
5-7 p.m., with a memoria service at 6 p.m., on
Friday, Nov. 4, at Leffler Funeral Home, 30 N.
Main St., Jewett City. A reception will follow at
the Maennerchor Club, 39 Maennerchor Ave,
Taftville. Food offerings may be dropped off be-
ginning at noon.

For online memorial/guestbook, visit
|efflerfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Arthur E. Johnson Sr.

Mr. Arthur E. Johnson Sr., 91, of Colchester,
passed away Sunday morning, Oct. 30, at St.
FrancisHospital in Hartford. He wasthe husband
of the late Margaret M. (Cherry) Johnson, who
passed away in 1992 after 49 years of marriage.

Art was born and raised in Naugatuck. He
graduated from Naugatuck High School in 1938.
He enlisted in the marines in January, 1942, just
after Pearl Harbor and saw active duty in the Pa-
cific at Tulagi, Guadalcanal, Gloucester and
Talasea. Hereturned to Naugatuck where he mar-
ried Margaret Brennan Cherry and raised hisfam-
ily of two children. He worked in a variety of
jobs over the years including the chemical divi-
sion of Uniroyal and CL&P. Heretired from the
Bristol Company in Waterbury in 1984. Hewas a
Naugatuck resident for most of his life, moving
to Colchester a year and a half ago. He was a
member of the Salem Evangelical Church.

Art’s curiosity about the world was insatiable.
He was a passionate reader and educated himself
on every topicimaginable. Hisshelveswerelined
with books on art history, science, nature, math-
ematics, poetry, world literature and civil war his-
tory. He bought a microscope and studied micro-
biology. He was fascinated by DNA and foren-
sics and taught himself all that he could in these
areas. It was not unusual to find him huddled over
the kitchen table with half a dozen books spread
out as he studied his particular new interest. He
began using a computer at age 70 and developed
carpal tunnel syndrome from too much cruising
on the Internet. And somehow through it al, he
found time to read his “junk” mysteries just to
round things out. “ So many books, so little time”
was afavorite quote.

He was very proud that at the Howard
Whittemore Library’sbicentennial celebration, he
was honored for the number of yearsthat he held
an active library card. For that reason he wished
donations to the library in lieu of flowers. The
family would liketo thank the staff of Harrington
Court in Colchester for the exceptional care Art
received while aresident there.

He leaves his children, a daughter, Judy
Johnson of Amston; a son, Arthur E. “Ted”
Johnson of Connecticut; and one niece, Sandra
Forgue of Fitzwilliam, NH.

Funeral services were held Thursday, Nov. 3,
at the Alderson Funeral Home of Naugatuck, 201
Meadow St. Burial with full military honors was
in Grove Cemetery, Naugatuck. Friends called at
the funeral home on Thursday morning from 10
A.M. until the time of the service.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to the Howard Whittemore Memorial
Library, 243 Church St., Naugatuck, CT 06770.

For further information or to send an online
condolence, go to adersonfuneralhomes.com.




