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Didn’t Quite Fit...

This was the scene Tuesday morning on Route 2 in
Marlborough, when the driver of atreeremoval truck left hisboom up and got
stuck under an overpass, causing the vehicle to tip on its side. No injuries were
sustained and the bridge suffered only cosmetic damage, according to the state
Department of Transportation. A full story on thisincident appearson page 24.

by Bailey Seddon

tion, Citgo and Phillips 66 werelowering prices

East Hampton Council
Talks Short-Term Plans

by Joshua Anusewicz

Keeping with the theme of moving the town
forward, the East Hampton Town Council out-
lined some of its short-term priorities for the
next six months at its regular meeting on Tues-
day night.

The first priority that was raised was creat-
ing a“timeline” for the proposed high school
renovation project, amatter that councilor Kyle
Dostaler brought up. Dostaler, who was in at-
tendanceat Monday’sBoard of Education meet-
ing (an article about thismeeting appearsinthis
issue), mentioned that the timeline proposed for
the project to begin included a referendum in
June 2012 to approve the project. To hit that
target, the Town Council will have to work
closely with the school board and a newly-
formed building committee to get it done.

“| think it’simportant that the town manager
[John Weichsel] and the superintendent [of
schools Dr. Judith Golden] get together to cre-
ate atimeline,” Dostaler said. “If we appoint a
building committee, we need to give them guid-
ance. People will say, “sure I'll be on it, but
what do you want me to do?”

Another priority was brought up by Town
Council Chairwoman SueWeintraub, who pro-
posed creating a more efficient emergency op-
erations plan for thetown. Inlight of the recent

weather-related issues the town has faced,
Weintraub believes that the town can do more
to prepare and respond to power outages, road
closures, cleanup, and improve communication
with residents.

To that capacity, councilor Barbara Moore
announced that a meeting would be held on
Tuesday, Dec. 20, at 4:30 p.m. at Town Hall to
serve as a “debriefing” regarding the recent
storms. Moore, who volunteered to coordinate
the meeting after the October snowstorm, said
that the meeting would be open to the public
for residents to comment or ask questions.

But the priority that brought up the most dis-
cussion was amatter that has plagued thetown

See Short-Term Plans Page 2

Christmasis Coming

Next week is the last Rivereast of
2011. The offices will be closed the
week of Dec. 26-30, and there will
be no Dec. 30 issue.

The deadline for copy for next
week’seditionwill be, asusual, Tues-
day at noon.

PriceWars at PumpsYiel d Savin gs1 for Customers

With a new Stop & Shop gas station open-
ing thisweek, there are now three gas stations
located in close proximity on South Main Street
in Colchester — and a mini-price war appears
to be underway.

“Thisisnuts!” said Phil Gladue Tuesday, as
he pumped gas at the Citgo station, which was
charging $3.23 per gallon of regular unleaded
for customers paying with cash, and $3.28 per
gallon for those paying with a credit card. The
Phillips 66, located next door, was charging the
same price cash or credit: $3.27 agallon.

The “gas war” began over last weekend as
the unveiling of the Stop & Shop station grew
closer. The Stop & Shop gas station opened this
past Wednesday, charging $3.22 a gallon for
regular unleaded and $3.55 a gallon for pre-
mium. There are 10 pumps that customers can
use. To use their points customers swipe their
Stop & Shop card and a reader on the pump
tells them how many points they have. If, for
instance, a customer spent $100 dallars, they
would have 100 pointswhich would earn them
10 cents off every gallon. (The points are only
good for 30 days.)

People accumulate points whenever they
purchase groceries at Stop & Shop; the more
they shop, the more points they earn. With the
possihility of losing customersto this new sta-

to entice more customersto fill up.

“1 think it's great,” said Janice Mawson of
thepricewar, asshefilled up at Citgo. She added
she felt the new Stop & Shop gas station was
good “because these prices are way too high.”

Another Citgo customer, Marjorie Skidmore,
speculated Citgo and Phillips 66 “ hate that the
Stop & Shopisgoing in.” But, she said, she's
glad the competition had brought down the
price of gas.

Tony Batista, who was also pumping gas at
Citgo, said he and his wife were happy that
they would be able to use their Stop & Shop
points to get money off gas.

This was echoed by numerous customers,
many of whom up to now have not been able
to use their points, as the closest Stop & Shop
gas stationisin Norwich.

“We are very excited to open the station,”
said Stop & Shop spokeswoman Judy Palmer.

Both Citgo and Phillips 66 declined to com-
ment about the lowering of pricesat their busi-
nesses. However, Hassan Namatullah, an em-
ployee at the Mobil gas station on Old Hart-
ford Road, said the prices at his pumps were
also lowered because of the price drops at the
other gas stations.

“Wewerereally busy,” hesaid. “Busier than

See Price War s Page 2

With thenew Stop & Shop gas station oplngthlsweek there'samini-pricewar
going on in Colchester. The Citgo and Phillips 66 stations, located next to each other
on South Main Street, have been lowering their prices since last weekend. Shown

hereiswhat the prices were at on Tuesday.

Holiday Shopping Guide Inside




Short-Term Plans cont. from Front Page
for over ayear —the police department. Coun-
cilor George Pfaffenbach said that the council
could not continue “beating around the bush”
and should start working to resolve any defi-
ciencies.

“We have to get that police department
straightened out,” Pfaffenbach said sternly. “It’'s
detrimental to the whole town.”

Weintraub agreed, stating that shewanted the
council to “have closure” She added that she
has spoken with residents who have asked her
questions about the police department and what
is going to be done, and she wants the council
to have answers.

Themost recent devel opmentsregarding the
police department involve a90-page memo sent
from Police Chief Matthew Reimondo to
Weichsel and the Town Council, explaining
concernsraised by former Acting Interim Town
Manager Anne McKinney last month. The
memo comes after a recent “no-confidence
vote” against Reimondo, which was submitted
by the town’s police union last month after be-
ing signed by 11 of the 14 officers in the de-
partment.

Councilor Ted Hintz, Jr. explained that the
memo from Reimondo was not satisfactory, and
that the town needed to investigate the matter
further.

“Wherethereissmoke, thereisusualy fire,”
Hintz added.

Weintraub again agreed, stating that the mat-
ter does need to be addressed. She also ex-
pressed theimportance of gathering “the facts’
regarding the mattersin the police department
so that an appropriate eval uation could be done.

Weichsel added to Weintraub's comments,
stating that, “At no time has the police union
given mealist of what their specific grievances
are” Headded that he hasheard similar claims
of mismanagement before, and that to perform
an eval uation or investigation, he needs* some-
thing specific.”

“I’m not going to chase a phantom,”
Weichsel added. He also informed the council
that his “door is aways open,” and that if any
members of the union have any “specific”
claims, he would “go into it with [them] and
the chief.”

Councilor Derek Johnson recommended that
if Weichseal looked into the matter, he should
report to the Town Council with hisjudgments
on what could be done and present them with
“something official that sayswhat measuresare

Price Wars cont. from Front Page
usual .

On Saturday Namatullah said the price at
Mobil went from $3.55 a gallon to $3.29 for
regular gas, and customers flocked to the sta-
tion. As of Tuesday, the price for regular gas
was still $3.29. While the Rivereast was inter-
viewing him Tuesday, Namatullah got a call
from the company that the prices would lower
the next day, to keep up with the competition.

To this end, Namatullah said he is not wor-
ried about losing customersto the Stop & Shop
gas station because Mobil will try to keep the
prices consistent with those of its competitors.

Not every station was playing the price war
game, however. The BP station on Old Hart-
ford Road was, as of Tuesday, charging $3.55
for a gallon of regular unleaded. “Our cost is
too high,” said BP employee Muhammed Tarar.

Tarar felt differently than Namatullah, say-
ing hefelt the Stop & Shop coming in was go-
ing to be bad for business, asit would drive the

being taken.”
* k% %

Regarding the police department, former
Town Council member Christopher Goff took
the opportunity during public comment to im-
plore Weichsel and the Town Council to inves-
tigate the police department issues further.

Inaprepared letter, Goff stated: “ Thedirec-
tiveto ‘ignore’ the gross mismanagement of de-
partmental resources and taxpayers dollars
would be nothing but neglect and dereliction
of duty on the parts of the Town Manager and
the Town Council andisnot inthe general wel-
fareof thetown...l am requesting that the Coun-
cil moveforward to investigate this matter and
I would like a written response as to how you
intend to proceed.”

During the recent “no confidence vote” sub-
mitted by the police union against Reimondo,
one of the complaints alleges “ gross misman-
agement of departmental resources and taxpay-
ersdollars.” Goff stated that, per the town code,
it’s within the town manager’s duties to
“keep...complete books or account showing the
financial condition and financial transactions
of the town” and “keep the council fully ad-
vised asto thefinancial condition of thetown.”

Weichsel and the council did not comment
on Goff’srequest.

Weintraub, however, did respond to allega-
tionsthat were made by McKinney at the Nov.
22 Town Council meeting regarding
McKinney's dismissal as acting interim town
manager on Nov. 10. Theseallegationsincluded
McKinney claiming that Weintraub contacted
her regarding possible disciplinary action re-
garding Reimondo and questioned Weintraub
and Dostaler for dismissing her while she was
investigating issues at the police department.

In astatement, Weintraub refuted the claims
that McKinney made, stating that the “ biggest
priority was dealing with the police department
issues and that [Weichsel] had the experience
and know-how” to deal with them and
McKinney did not. Weintraub also refuted the
claim that shewasforwarding her “agenda’ by
dismissing McKinney, and also that she“called
the media” to report that Weichsel would be
returning.

* % %

The next Town Council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, Jan. 10, at 6:30 p.m. at East
Hampton High School, 15 North Maple Street.

gas stations to go lower, making the compa-
nieslose money. However, Tarar said he hopes
after the new gas station has been there for a
while that prices will “calm out” and the gas
warswill halt. On Tuesday, Tarar said BP had
called to say the gas prices were going to be
lowered, but he was not sure what it would be
lowered to.

First Selectman Gregg Schuster said hewel-
comes the Stop & Shop gas station to
Colchester. He feels it is great that residents
“will now be able to use their Stop & Shop
points’ to get money off gas.

Schuster also said heis glad to see another
business opening in Colchester to help bring
more people to the town. Normally, he said, a
gas station would not bring in alot of out-of-
towners, but because people get money off with
their points he feels it “will bring some addi-
tional peoplein.”

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

It'sthat time of year again; the most popu-
lar baby names of 2011 have been identified.

As|'ve said before, I'm always intrigued
toread thelists, and see what people are nam-
ing their kidsthese days, and what names are
going out of style.

According to babycenter.com, thetop name
for aboy is, asit was last year, Aidan. The
most popular name for a girl, meanwhile,
continues to be Sophia.

However, the other namesin the Top 10 —
both for boys and for girls— have undergone
from shifting. The biggest gainer among boys
is Mason, which shot up eight places from
last year to become the third most popular
name of 2011. Mason still seemsto me more
like a last name (a la Perry Mason, or that
dude who came up with the Mason jar) than
afirst, but hey, to each their own.

Mason’s gain seemed to be at the expense
of the name Caden, which fell from the Top
10. Caden always seemed too similar to Aidan
for me, so at |east with Mason in and Caden
out the Top 10 has a little bit more variety.
(Alas, Jaydenis till there.)

Another big gainer among boys is Liam,
climbing from number 10 on last year's list
to number four this year.

There were no dramatic climbsin the Top
10 for girls. Emily broke into the Top 10,
going from number 12 last year to number
nine. Addison, meanwhile, dropped out, set-
tling in at number 11. (Madison, meanwhile,
still has ahomein the Top 10, at number 9.)

It'sprobably showing my ageabit, but few
of these Top 10 names, for either gender, were
represented among my friendsand classmates
when | wasakid. Sophiawas Dorothy’smom
on The Golden Girls; M adison wasthe name
of a wealthy town in southern Connecticut.
Ohwell; times change. (Michael, by theway,
isstill holding strong, at number 16. Thetrue
classics never go out of style.)

In case you're wondering, the full Top 10
list for boysis, in order of rank, Aidan, Jack-
son, Mason, Liam, Jacob, Jayden, Ethan,
Noah, Lucas and L ogan.

For girls, the list is: Sophia, Emma,
Isabella, Olivia, Ava, Lily, Chloe, Madison,
Emily and Abigail.

For all 200 top names— 100 boys and 100

girls—go to babycenter.com/top-baby-names-
2011.

* % %

Speaking of lists, | saw another one re-
cently that gave me quite a laugh: The 50
Dumbest Quotes in Sports, presented by the
website bleacherreport.com. | won't print all

50, but some of them were too good not to
share. Among the soundbites:

“l owe a lot to my parents, especialy to
my father and mother.” — Australian golfer
Greg Norman

“Any time Detroit scores more than 100
points and holds the other team below 100
points, they almost always win.” — Philadel-
phia 76ers head coach Doug Collins

“My career was sputtering until | did a360
and got headed in the right direction.” —All-
Star basketball player Tracy McGrady

“The only thing that keeps this organiza-
tion from being recognized as one of thefin-
est in baseball iswins and losses at the major
leaguelevel.” —former TampaBay Devil Rays
general manager Chuck Lamar

“ Sometimesthey writewhat | say, not what
| mean.” — former World Series MV P Pedro
Guerrero

“My sister’s expecting a baby, and | don’t
know if I’ m going to be an uncle or an aunt.”
—former NBA center Chuck Nevitt

“Yankee pitchers have had great success
this year against Cabrera when they get him
out.” — sportscaster Tim McCarver

“Don’'t say | don’t get along with my team-
mates. | just don’t get along with some of the
guys on the team.” — football star Terrell
Owens

“We must have had 99 percent of the match.
It wasthe other 3 percent that cost us” —Dutch
football manager Ruud Gullit

“Well, either side could win, or it could be
adraw.” — former English soccer player and
manager Ron Atkinson

“Therapy is agood thing; it can be thera-
peutic.” —YankeeAll-Star Alex Rodriguez

“He's the man of the hour, at this particu-
lar moment.” — Boxing promoter Don King

“| can’t remember the namesof all theclubs
we went to.” — NBA great Shaquille O’ Neal,
when asked if he visited the Parthenon while
in Greece.

“Nobody infootball should be called age-
nius. A geniusisaguy like Norman Einstein.”
—football legend Joe Theismann

“1 want to rush for 1,000 yards or 1,500
yards, whichever comes first.” — former
Heisman Trophy winner George Rogers

But perhaps my favorite on the list came
fromYogi Berra. I’ve got afeeling Yogi knew
what he was saying here (as opposed to the
rest of these guys), but the quote’s too good
to pass up. When asked my hiswifewhere he
wanted to be buried, Yogi’'s simple answer
was, “Surprise me.”

Suspect Responsible for
RHAM Lockdown Arrested

by Geeta Schrayter

An arrest warrant has been issued for the
man suspected of robbing aCitizensBank in
Plainfield last Monday, Dec. 5, which led to
a lockdown of the RHAM schools that
evening.

The Plainfield Police Department issued
an arrest warrant for East Haven resident
Christopher Bishop, 37, who wasin custody
at the Madison Police Department at thetime,
Plainfield Police said.

After the Dec. 5 robbery, the suspect took
off in a vehicle that was later discovered in
Hebron, the Rivereast reported |ast week. The
vehicle the suspect drove away in was found
abandoned at Veterans Park, prompting state
policeto call RHAM administration and tell
them to lockdown.

Thelockdown wasin effect from around 5
to 8 p.m., during which time police checked
the building for any signs of the suspect and
examined the backseats of cars as students
were released.

However, despite the additional use of po-
lice dogs to aid in the search, there was no
sign of the suspect until Dec. 9, when Bishop
was arrested by Madison Police and charged
with third-degreelarceny and breach of peace.
Bond was set at $250,000. At the same time,
he was also served a warrant from North
Branford, on the same charges. Bond in the
North Branford case was set at $100,000, said
Sergeant Neal Mulhern with the M adison Po-
lice Department. Mulhern would not elabo-
rate on what led to these arrests.

The connection between Bishop and the
Plainfield robbery was made “based on the
investigation in general” and information
passed between departments, said Mulhern.

Bishop is dueto appear in Danielson Su-
perior Court in connection with the bank
robbery charges on Dec. 19. He is due in
New Haven Superior Court in connection
with the Madison and North Branford
chargeson Jan. 9.



Cruz Proposes 3.89 Percent RHAM School Budget Increase

by Geeta Schrayter

At the Board of Education meeting on Dec.
8, Superintendent of Schools Ellie Cruz pro-
posed abudget of $12.25 million for the 2012-
13 fiscal year. Thisis a 3.89 percent increase
over last year's budget, or $458,473.

In her presentation, Cruz explained some
upcoming challenges, which included an in-
crease in health insurance premiums, the expi-
ration of Education Jobsfunding amounting to
a decrease of $226,000, pay increases as are-
sult of theteachers' contract moving from zero
percent to 2.85 percent, and anincreasein fuel
costs.

However, she said, “I’'m not standing up in
front of you saying we need seven percent...
that’s just not happening.”

She went on to explain there were various
areas were there would be significant cost sav-
ings.

“We were able to cut about $15,000 from
electrical costs,” asaresult of the solar panels,
shesaid. Closing the fourth-grade portables, an
item discussed | ater in the meeting, would also
save “about $20,000.”

An additional $60,000 worth of savingswas
also expected due to the Goal Program at
Hebron Elementary School, which looks to
support students with special needs in-house
rather than send them to an outplacement pro-
gram.

Cruz stated this week that she didn’t put tu-
ition money for out-of-district placement into
the budget because of the Goal Program. How-
ever, she said, “things could change,” depend-
ing on the needs of studentsin the program as
well asthose that comeinto the program inthe
future.

Another $66,00 in savings was expected
through restructuring administration. Cruz ex-

plained thisweek that after the director of spe-
cial servicesleftin July, she had been covering
the special education department. Next year, the
planisto hirearetired special education direc-
tor to work part-time and pay a small stipend
to afacilitator in each of the buildings rather
than make it a full-time position, resulting in
the above savings.

“We would do it on atrial basis next year,
then sit down and examineif it did an adequate
job,” said Cruz.

Declining enrollment was discussed aswell,
the result of which meant the recommendation
of “taking threeteaching positionsoff thetable,”
Cruz said at the meeting.

“We simply don’t have the students to sus-
tainthe number of staff that we currently have,”
she said.

Reducing by three teachers could save al-
most aquarter million dollars, Cruz explained.

Increasesin the proposed budget include 1.83
percent in salaries ($144,283), 10.11 percent
in benefits ($2,189,456), 27.50 percent for pro-
fessional services ($474,054) and 16.06 percent
for supplies ($531,138).

A 6.58 percent decrease was noted inthearea
of utility services, building contracted services,
repair and maintenance and computer leasere-
quirements ($407,509) and a 2.63 percent de-
crease was noted in membership items such as
dues and fees ($19,438).

Also provided for contemplation by the board
werethree decision packages— Cruz explained
these are not included in any of the numbers,
but are considered important and could be added
in. The three packages are Smart Boards for
the first grade ($17,000), iPads/Kindles
($4,800) and new e-mail hosting ($15,000).

E-mail is currently hosted on RHAM’s
server, and Cruz said the bill went from $9,000
to $20,000.

“1 think we could do it cheaper and better on
our own,” she said.

The proposed budget was presented along
with a mid-point budget increase of 1.94 per-
cent and a zero percent increase. The 1.94 per-
centincreaseat $12,022,595 would require vari-
ous cuts, the largest being in certified salaries
($172,096), insurance ($37,930), and curricu-
lum supplies ($15,000) to account for the dif-
ference of $230,058.

If the budget were to remain the same as it
was in the 2011-12 fiscal year at $11,794,180
additional cutswould haveto be madein areas
such as paraprofessional salaries ($24,689),
various professional services ($8,726), and a
larger decrease in certified salaries to amount
to the additional decrease of $228,415.

At the meeting, Cruz noted therewasonly a
.8 percent budget increase the last two years,
and said that was a“really tough percent.”

“1 don't know how long we can maintain
what we'redoing with that,” shesaid. “1t'sbeen
areal struggle the last two years.”

Despite the lack of significant increases,
Cruz stated the expectation for Hebron's
schools remains the same.

“Everyone has the expectation that we'll
continue to do the job that we're doing,” she
said, adding, “It's a concern and something |
think the community needs to be aware of...
they get an awful lot for their money.”

Cruz explained thiswasonly thefirst stepin
the budgetary process. Now, the Board of Edu-
cation would look over the budget throughout
the month of January and “pick it apart.”

“It's really an integrative and interactive
process,” she said, adding there are parts the
board may agree with and others they might
not — “that’swhy we do it together. It's ateam
effort.”

After the budget is examined by the board,
it will be broken down into departmental pre-
sentations in January. The school board will
then adopt a budget and send to the Board of
Selectmen in the beginning of February, Cruz
explained last week.

* k% %

Also at the meeting, a decision was made
regarding the fourth-grade portables that had
been closed due to the presence of mold. Cruz
explained she and board member Kathy Shea,
Hebron Schools' Maintenance Foreman Wayne
Durocher, Town Manager Bonnie Therrien and
the new public building committee “thor-
oughly” toured the portables.

“We just were looking for an opinion so [the
Board of Education] could moveforward arec-
ommendation to the Board of Selectmen asto
what happens,” Cruz said.

That recommendation was that no attempts
should be made to restore the portables, and
thetown should proceed with their removal. The
suggested motion passed unanimously.

* k% %

At the beginning of the meeting, the Board
of Education also held the election of officers.
Sheawas unanimously elected chair while Tina
Blinn was elected vice chair and Maryanne
Leichter was voted secretary.

* * %

The next Board of Education meeting is Jan.
5at 7 p.m. in the music room at Gilead Hill
School.

School Board Revisits EH High School Renovation Plan

by Joshua Anusewicz

During the most recent campaign season, the
talk from most Board of Education candidates
focused on the upcoming accreditation of East
Hampton High School. With most of that pro-
cess centered on renovations and upgrades to
the school’s science labs, the board on Mon-
day revisited a proposed $36 million renova
tion that was originally presented to the board
in March.

The school district is roughly halfway
through a 10-year accreditation process by the
New England Association of Schoolsand Col-
leges, which brought up glaring deficiencies at
the high school, the science labs in particular.
The school is expected to meet these criteria
by the end of the processand, over the past few
years, has worked toward formulating a plan
that would address these issues.

As in March, Brian Solywoda of the New
Britain-based K aestle Boos A ssociates was on
hand to present the board with the proposed
renovations. While he only presented one plan
to the board in March, this week he presented
three separate ones.

The first option was the plan that was pre-
sented in March; it would include adding a sec-
ond story to the west end of the school for ad-
ditional sciencelabs, an upgrade of the athletic
facilities, new mechanical, electrical, and
plumbing systems, refurbishing the school
grounds and parking lotsand demolition of the
wings on the east side of the school.

The second option would include the same
renovation, excluding the upgrades of the ath-
letics facilities. The third option would be the

same as the second, but would instead demol-
ish the wings on the east side and put the two-
story addition in its place.

Solywoda said that because the plans are
proposing renovation rather than building a
brand new facility, the state is more likely to
reimburse a portion of the cost. The estimated
cost for thefirst option, Solywoda said, would
be $36.98 million, with the state reimbursing
the town $17.12 million and bringing the total
cost to the town to $19.85 million. The second
option would be $34.48 million, with $15.01
million being reimbursed to bring the cost to
$19.46 million. Solywodadid not have an esti-
mate for the third option.

Solywoda said that all of the estimated fig-
ures are “very ballpark” and are based on the
state's current reimbursement rates, which is
currently just over 64 percent. (In contrast, the
reimbursement rate for anew school is 54 per-
cent.)

The timeline of the project that Solywoda
provided put the town approving areferendum
inJune 2012, allowing for design and sitework
to be done over the year for construction to
begin in June 2013. The total construction
would take roughly 28 months, reaching
completion in September 2015 for the start of
that school year.

Two of the terms that were used during this
discussion at the meeting by Solywoda and
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Judith Golden
were“footprint” and “ swing space.” Footprint,
according to Solywoda, refersto the amount of
space within the school in relation to the num-

ber of studentsattending the school. Solywoda
said that if the plan does not increase the foot-
print of the school or actually reduces it, the
stateismorelikely to reimbursefor the project.

Swing space, according to Golden, iswhere
students are put in the school when they are
displaced by the ongoing construction. Because
of this, Golden said that the first or second op-
tions may be more attractive than the third op-
tion.

Golden also discussed theimportance of pre-
paring the community for the future, even
though they are faced with uncertainty.

“There is no way of knowing the future”
Golden said. “ The entire landscape of our dis-
trict could change over the next few years. We
don’'t know what we'll need in our school, so
we make our best educated guess.” She added
that “technology changes every year,” holding
up her iPad as an example.

As the discussion opened up to the board,
most agreed that forming a“ building commit-
tee” would be the top priority to get the ball
rolling on the project. To do that, Golden said,
the board would have to recommend a proposal
to the Town Council for them to appoint mem-
bers to the committee.

Board member Scott Minnick also recom-
mended employing feedback from the public
as the decision-making process moved aong.
He said that having “public forums® to gather
information to share with the committee could
prove valuablein educating both the board and
theresidents.

“In the past, the residents are given a pro-

™

posal and told, ‘take it or leave it,” Minnick
said. Board member Joanne Barmasse agreed,
stating that residents need to know “why we
need this...we're not just doing this for some-
thing new; we need to do this”

The biggest concern at this point for the
board is time; a “five-year report” for the ac-
creditationisduein March, and, asboard mem-
ber Glenn Gemma stated, “ The town has not
made significant progress’ toward the infra
structure of the high school. On top of the re-
port, for the proposed timeline to be in place,
thetown would have to hold the referendum by
at least May 2012 and submit the plan to the
state before June 30, 2012. If the plan is not
submitted beforethat date, the town would have
to wait an entire year to submit the plan and
have it approved.

“Between now and June 30iskey, it seems,”
said board member Don Coolican.

With all of theideastaken into consideration,
board chairman Mark Laraiarecommended that
the board look over the concepts to decide
which one to recommend to the Town Council
at their next meeting in January. He aso ap-
proved of the idea of “educating the commu-
nity” on the project in hopes of gaining the
town’s support.

“We don’t want to push thisdown thetown’s
throat,” Laraiasaid. “ The only way we get this
passed is with public support.”

* k% %

The next Board of Education meeting is
scheduled for Monday, Jan. 9, at 7 p.m. at East
Hampton High School, 15 North Maple St.



Town, Church Reach Agreement on East Hampton Parking L ot

by Joshua Anusewicz

After ameeting of the two sideslast Friday,
the town has come to an agreement with the
Congregational Church of East Hampton to
provide funding for snow removal during the
upcoming winter. The“ memorandum of under-
standing” was approved unanimously by the
Town Council at its meeting on Tuesday night.

The agreement states that the town will pay
the church $500 “for the privilege to use the
church’s parking lot by Center School patrons
and staff,” and will also pay “up to amaximum
of $2,500" for snow removal. The church will
be reimbursed the money by submitting paid
invoices to the town’s finance director, Jeff
Jylkka.

Thedeal endsanearly year-long push by the
church for an agreement. In the past, the church
has kept the lot plowed for the courtesy of the
Center School, which usesthelot as a pick-up
and drop-off spot for students (arule stated in
the school’s handbook). The church has said
that the only reason for plowing the entire lot
isfor the use of the school, as the church only
needs several parking spotsfor its staff.

After last winter’s record snowstorms,
church officials said they realized they could
no longer support plowing the entirelot on their
own and enlisted the help of the town to help

Survey on Colchester Teen

by Bailey Seddon

In June, town and school officials adminis-
tered asurvey to kidsin grades six through 12
asking questions about substance abuse. The
results are now in, and officials are deciding
what to do with the information.

Youth and Social Services Director Valerie
Geato said in a press release the reason they
wanted to do the survey wasto “have an effec-
tiveway to monitor the pulse of our youth with
regard to drugsand alcohol.” Shesaid they also
wanted the information so they could better
provide support and prevention programs to
kids.

Of the 1,382 students that took the survey,
332 reported drinking acohol in the last 30
days. It stated that the top three places kids get
alcohol arefrom their friends, people who buy
it for them or at parties with adults who are
unaware of underage drinking. The students
who answered they did not drink indicated they
abstained due to personal choice, disapproval
of parents or moral or ethical reasons.

Meanwhile, 199 students admitted to using
marijuanain the past 30 days— and more than
half of al high school studentsstated they found
marijuanawas easy to obtain. Cigarette usewas
dightly less, with 129 students reporting that
they had smoked in the past 30 days.

Out of the three substances listed above,

pay for snow removal. For the past few months,
the church has been in negotiations with Town
Attorney Jean D’ Aquila and the two most re-
cent town managers, John Weichsel and Anne
McKinney, to draft a license agreement to
present to the council.

Over the past week, the council has looked
into the “need” of the lot as it pertains to the
Center School. Chairwoman Sue Weintraub
said that this week, she actually parked in the
lot to document the use by parents, busses and
employees. Weintraub said that at the begin-
ning of the school day, 49 parents and 14 vans
dropped off children, seven school employees
used the lot and two post office employees
parked there, aswell.

Also during public comment, resident Lori
Weech, who is also a bus driver for the town,
called the church parking lot something that the
school “hasto have.”

“If we can't use that lot, it will be an abso-
lute nightmare,” said Weech. “Only onebuscan
use the school driveway at a time, and that
leaves the parents with only [the church lot]
for drop-offs”

With it seemingly confirmed that the town
and the school did need the lot, Weintraub felt
that the agreement would be agood temporary

youth reported feeling that cigarettes had the
greatest risk.

Whilemarijuanauseishigher, Resident State
Trooper Supervisor Marc Petruzzi said there
was a“ greater fear of heroin usein the general
population.” However, number four on the list
of substance abuse in Colchester schools was
prescription drug use, which Petruzzi said was
“amost a direct route to heroin.” The survey
found that 3 to 19 percent of youths reported
using prescription drugswithout a prescription
at some point in the past.

Petruzzi said this is why it is important to
stop kidswhen they areyoung. While most kids
under 18 do not use heroin, Petruzzi said it is
about a“matrix” of behavior. If youthsarewill-
ing to drink or smoke they might someday turn
to more risky behavior, he said.

Superintendent of Schools Karen Loiselle
agreed, saying, “We need to limit access’ that
kids have to substances.

It was a so noted that substance abuse peaks
in 10th grade, likely because thisis when stu-
dents are starting to get licenses and jobs and
venturing out more on their own.

After going through the data, Loiselle said
she wants the community to have a “very ac-
tive and viable coalition” to help kids stop or
stay off these substances. L oiselle emphasized
that it is not just about teachers and adminis-

Truck Gets Stuck Under
Bridgein Marlborough

by Bailey Seddon

West Road was shut down for three and a
half hours Tuesday after atree removal truck
got stuck under an overpass.

Thedriver of thetruck worked for AshBritt,
aFlorida-based company working with Con-
necticut tree-removing crews to help clear
debristhat were |eft in the wake of the Octo-
ber nor’ easter, said Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT) spokesman Kevin Nursick.

The truck was going under the bridge on
West Road under Route 2 at around 10 am.
when it “got stuck in a precarious position”
after the driver accidentally left the “boom”
stuck up in the air, said Mark Merritt, ares-
cue captain for Marlborough Fire Department.
Merritt said the boom is a“ claw-like” appa-
ratus attached to the back of the truck that
can pick up debris. He said the company has
been in Marlborough for two weeks helping
Connecticut crews clean up from the storm.

Kevin Asklar, a fire captain of the
Marlborough Fire Department, said thecrews

were clearing debris from Route 2 Tuesday.
When the driver came under the overpass of
the highway with the boom in the ‘up’ posi-
tion, it got “caught in the undercarriage of
the bridge and wedged in there,” Asklar said.
He said when the boom hit the overpass, “it
caused the truck to tip on its side.”

Asklar said there was not alot the fire de-
partment could do, as there were no injuries
or fluid leaks, so it turned the investigation
over to the state police and the DOT.

Nursick said the bridge wasfine, only suf-
fering “cosmetic damage,” asis the case 99
percent of thetimein thesetypesof incidents.
In most cases the vehicle, not the bridge, is
damaged he said.

Nursick said the October storm resultedin
around four million cubic yards of debris or
morethat Connecticut and out-of-state crews
will be cleaning for along timeto come. Itis
a“massive work force,” Nursick said.

solution.

“Thisisavery good agreement for thiscom-
ing winter,” Weintraub said.

Thereason the agreement is being looked at
astemporary isthat there may be an aternative
plan on the horizon. Weintraub said she has
contacted Police Chief Matthew Reimondo
about the possibility of using Bevin Boulevard,
which runsalong the east side of the school, as
aspot for parents to drop off and pick up their
children. Weintraub said that Reimondo,
Weichsel and Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Judith Golden have already shown support of
the idea, and that Director of Public Works
Keith Hayden has submitted a rough site plan
of the property that would include adesignated
areafor dropping off and several parking spots
for employees.

Weintraub said that if all goeswell, the plan
could be implemented by the spring and be
ready for the next school year.

Other members of the council supported ac-
cepting the agreement, but some of the coun-
cilors weren't pleased with how the negotia-
tions were handled. Councilor Ted Hintz Jr.
expressed concern that the fees to have
D’ Aquila participate in the negotiating ended
up being over $3,000 — more than the value of

the agreement itself. He added that hewasdis-
appointed that D’ Aquila and the church were
primarily negotiating, and that Weichsel was
not always present.

“| feel like there was alapse in the negotia-
tion,” Hintz said. “1 think that John [Weichsel]
should have been more in the loop, not our at-
torney working directly with the church.”
Weintraub agreed, adding that the negotiating
would be “a learning curve’ for the entire
council.

AnitaGuerin, the moderator for the Congre-
gational Church, said Wednesday she was
“pleased” that an agreement could finally be
reached.

“Itissimpleand will not require any changes
in how we work with Center School,” Guerin
said. “We feel that it is fair to usin providing
thefinancia help we sought. We are especially
pleased that Chairman Weintraub took thetime
to observefirsthand how our parking lot isused
by Center School to confirm the facts, and then
shared that with the rest of the council so they
had a clear understanding, as well.”

Guerin aso said the church “looksforward”
toworking with the council in thefuture asnew
traffic plans for the school are discussed.

Substance Abuse Detailed

tratorstalking to kids, but parents also need to
let their children know how they feel about sub-
stance abuse.

Geato backed this up in her press release,
saying that from the survey “we also learned
that many Colchester teens don’t receive clear
messages from their parents regarding sub-
stance abuse.”

Parents need to talk to their kids, instead of
“avoiding the conversation,” said Board of Edu-
cation Chairman Ron Goldstein.

Loisellesaid that while shewantsto stop kids
before substance abuse starts, she also wants
to make sure school s have policy devel opment
and enforcement for the kids that do break the
law. She said she wants to make sure the mes-
sage getting out is that “thisisn’t acceptable.”

Asfor the laws, Petruzzi said anyone under
the age of 21 that is caught in possession of
lessthan half an ounce of marijuanais* subject
to a60-day suspension of their driver’slicense.
If the individual does not yet have a driver's
license, they must wait 150 days after success-
fully completing all other requirements for a
driver'slicense beforeit can beissued.” In ad-
dition, any juvenilecited for possession of “any
amount of marijuana will be sent to Juvenile
Court,” instead of just being issued an infrac-
tion, said Petruzzi.

On the schools' end Goldstein and Loiselle

said students caught abusing substances could
get expelled, evenif the student was off school
grounds and it was on a weekend, depending
on the circumstances. Students could also get
kicked off any sport teams or after school pro-
gramsthey are part of .

L oiselle was happy to say that while parents
had the choice to have their children opt out of
the survey not one did. “That shows the com-
munity wanted this data,” she said. She said
thiswas likely because the survey was anony-
mous and students could feel safetaking it.

Now that they havetheinformation, Loiselle
and Goldstein said they would like to seeacur-
riculum that is based on the issues to address
them directly. In this regard, there is going to
be a Colchester Community Conversation next
month, similar to the Summer 101 program that
took place in June. The Summer 101 program
was open to studentsin grade 12 and their par-
ents and included pizza, safety videos, panel
discussions (one for students and one for par-
ents) and alocal summer activity booth.

The January event will be very similar with
parents and kids coming together again. The
event will take place Thursday, Jan. 5, from 6:30-
8 p.m., at Bacon Academy, and will include
youth and teen activitiesin addition to substance
abuse discussions. It will even offer dinner and
free daycare for any parent who needsit.

Route 66 Crash in East Hampton Injures Two

by Joshua Anusewicz

East Hampton Police are investigating a
Wednesday morning crash on Route 66 that
sent the drivers of two vehicles to Hartford
Hospital.

According to police, at 7:20 a.m. Wednes-
day, two vehicles collided head-on on West
High Street (Route 66) just east of the inter-
section of Route 151. Police said a prelimi-
nary investigation found that a silver
Chevrolet traveling eastbound appeared to
have moved |eft across the center line and
struck ablue Hyundai traveling westbound.

The operator of the Hyundai was extricated
from the vehicle by the East Hampton Fire

Department and was transported by LifeStar
helicopter to Hartford Hospital, police said.
The operator of the Chevrolet wastransported
to Hartford Hospital by East Hampton para-
medics.

As of Thursday morning, East Hampton
Police have not rel eased the names of the op-
erators or the extent of their injuries, but did
say that the accident remains under investi-
gation. They have asked that anyone who may
have witnessed the accident or has any addi-
tional information to call the East Hampton
Police Department at 860-267-9922.



Marlborough Selectmen Talk Reval, Possible Grants

by Bailey Seddon

TheBoard of Selectmen thisweek discussed
the revaluation of people’s homes, potential
small cities grants and incentive programs the
town could receive.

At Tuesday’s meeting, First Selectwoman
Cathi Gaudinski talked about the revaluation
process going on in Town Hall this week. Re-
valuation isthe process of estimating new val-
ues on real estate based on specific rules and
current market data. Valuations are based on
sales at a particular time, so as the market
changes, property valuesmay rise or fall. So, a
revaluation is periodically conducted. Accord-
ing to Connecticut state law, cities and towns
have to perform arevaluation every five years.

Gaudinski said she was not anticipating a
huge changein the values; thelast timerevalu-
ations were done was in 2005 and the market
was “pretty similar” then, she said.

(While 2005 is six years ago and not five,
Gaudinski said the state in 2010 offered
Marlborough aone-year extension and thetown
took it, dueto the various projects—such asthe
sawers and the business park — it was dealing
with at that time.)

Gaudinski said she was hoping that by
Tuesday’s meeting there would be a summary
of the homesfor the board to go over, but asyet
there was none. When the revaluation process
isfinished, Town Assessor Marie Hall will no-
tify the Board of Selectmen of any changesin

valuefrom the 2005 reval uation. Gaudinski said
if there were any changes, it would probably
mean decreases to the value of citizens' homes.

Selectman Mike Gut, who could not make it
to the meeting and was speaking through tele-
conference, said if values did go down that he
wanted to make sure people knew that just be-
causethevauesof their homeswere going down
that their taxes are not necessarily going up.

Gaudinski agreedm and said the value of a
home*“ aligns your house with the current mar-
ket.” Furthermore, if someonedid not like their
revaluation Gaudinski said they have the op-
tion of filing with the Zoning Board of Appeals
in February and hearingswould thenbeheldin
March.

Next, the board discussed the possible ap-
plication for aCommunity Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Program or aSmall Cities Grant.
Gaudinski said the grants were given more for
housing rehabilitation than for infrastructure,
as they had originally thought. If they were to
get a grant she said they could use it to help
peopleinthe sewer district connect or help eld-
erly people fix things around their home that
they arenot physically ableto do anymore, such
asfixing their roofs, she said.

“Those are two areas we were looking at,”
Gaudinski said. Selectman Dick Shea agreed.

“1 don't think you want to turn away from

any possible source of funds,” he said.

Gaudinski said the board will look into the
grant further and decide in January.

“1 have the sense that this is something to
pursue,” she said.

* % %

The board also discussed a Regional Perfor-
mance Incentive Grants program, sponsored
through Capital Region Council of Govern-
ments (CRCOG). The programs would be ad-
ministered by the state by the Office of Policy
and Management (OPM).

Two of the programs Gaudinski said thetown
would beinterested in wereaBack Office Shar-
ing Study and a Geographic Information Sys-
tem (GIS). In the Back Office Study CRCOG
would “look at the work flow in atypical town
hall” such as staff work, information technol-
ogy, and public works tasks performed, said
Shea. CRCOG could then decideif these could
be regionalized or shared with other towns to
make Marlborough more cost efficient. After it
was done the town would get areport based on
the study and CRCOG would then make rec-
ommendations asto how to do things*“inacost
effective manner,” Gaudinski said.

AsfortheGIS, it would give amore detailed
look at the geographic layout of the town and
would be updated into the GIS database. The
Gl Swould show topographical information by

showing thetown’s contour linesand el evation
data. It would aso give an “update of CRCOG
Regional Parcel Dataset with the most current
data; development of automated update tools
for each municipality, enabling refreshing of
thedataviatheinternet,” according to an email
from Gaudinski.

The cost for the Back Office Sharing Study
would be $150,000 and the GIS would be
$850,000-$1,050,000. However, the projectsare
cost neutral to thetown as CRCOG appliesfor
grantsand usesthe money to fund the projects.

“1 think I would liketo start participating with
CRCOG,” Gaudinski said. She said the town
hasuntil Dec. 31totell CRCOG isit interested
in these programs.

“It seems pretty straight-forward,” said Shea,
and added with a laugh, “You can’'t beat the
price”

Gaudinski agreed. “It's pretty straight-for-
ward and doesn’'t commit usto anything,” she
said.

Theboard approved amotion totell CRCOG
it wasinterested in the two programs. After the
motion was passed Gaudinski added that she
has attended two CRCOG policy board meet-
ings and felt it was good for the town to be
involved with the group.

“1 think it would just be good to be sitting at
the table of CRCOG as atown,” she said.

Marlborough WPCA Talks About Unconnected Properties

by Bailey Seddon

The number has dropped, but there are still
eight propertiesthat remain unconnected to the
new sewer lines, Town Planner Peter Hughes
told the Water Pollution Control Authority
(WPCA) at its Dec. 8 meeting.

Of the eight, three are appealing their orders
to connect. Thisnumber isdown from Septem-
ber when there were 12 unconnected proper-
ties, he said. To help the five that are not ap-
pealing, Hughes and the WPCA are pursuing a
Housing Rehab Program grant.

The last time the town got money from this
grant was in 1995, in the form of $100,000,
Hughessaid. In 2010, thetown still had $30,000
left from the grant and the WPCA “utilized
thesefunds” to connect five other housesto the
sewer system, hesaid. Now the WPCA isagain
hoping to get money from the program to con-
nect the remaining houses. Hughes said four of
the five homes that still need to be connected
are“income-eligible’ for the program. Theloan
has zero percent interest and thisway, thetown
and residents“ are not spending money on law-
yers” and the* situation resolvesitself,” Hughes
said.

“That's something we need to discuss with
the Board of Selectmen,” Hughessaid. He said
the selectmen have to make adecision in Janu-
ary about what grants they are going to apply
for, and if thiswill be one of them.

During citizens' comments, resident Russel|
West asked the WPCA why those in the sewer

district are not yet connected. He also asked
what the “course of action” would be to con-
nect those properties. WPCA Chairman Jack
Murray said the optionswould beto help people
find the ability to fund the connection, likewith
the Housing Rehab Program, or they will have
to go through the courtsto get them to connect.
The possibility was also again discussed of
going into the properties, forcing a connection
and putting a lien on people’s homes. Murray
said the board hopes to find a “ more comfort-
able” way of connecting the properties, such
asthe rehab loan.

West also asked if citizens not connected
were being charged usagefees, and, if not, why.
Murray said as of now they are not being
charged, but added the board is “exploring”
doing so. Murray said it is difficult to charge
someone a usage feeif they are not using any-
thing. On the other hand, he added, residents
were asked to connect and they have not, which
he said is not fair to those that have and are
paying fees. He said the board wanted to figure
out if thiswas something that’sacommon prac-
ticein other towns.

* k% %

Tropical Storm Irene was also talked about
at the meeting. In the aftermath of the August
storm, Hughes said, the town spent $3,500
pumping septic systems when power was out.
However, he said 75 percent of thiswill bere-
imbursed by the Federal Emergency Manage-

ment Agency (FEMA). Hughes said he had
submitted a bill to Vincent Susco, administra-
tor of the joint facilities in East Hampton, for
the damages, who then filed the claims to
FEMA. Hughesis not sure when the town will
get the money but was told by Susco that he
had gotten afollow-up phonecall from FEMA
saying “that his submission looks good” and
the town will get the money, Hughes said.

While this was good news for the town,
Hughes said FEM A was so far not offering the
town reimbursement for the October nor’ easter.
Hughes said he will file “funds we utilized”
after the storm to pump septic systems when
the power was out, in case FEMA decides to
offer reimbursement in the future. He said the
funds the town used were dlightly less for the
snowstorm than they were for Irene, as more
residents had acquired generatorsin the period
of time between the two storms.

Next discussed was a topic that first came
up at the Oct. 13 WPCA meeting. Resident
Dennis DeBonee was back to discussthe dam-
agethat wasdoneto his property when the con-
struction company F& Jcamein to connect his
sewer in April 2008.

At the October meeting, Murray said that in
order to get DeBonee'soutflow from the septic
system, blasting and excavation had to be done
in hisfront, side and back yards. DeBonee had
previously said F& Jalso dug atrench eight feet

deep and eight feet wide and removed part of a
stone wall and a walkway. The construction
resulted in the unearthing of 10 large boulders,
whichwerejust leftinapilein DeBonee'syard,
and a walkway around the side to the back of
his house was destroyed. F&J came in and
patched it up but did a“horrendous job,” said
DeBonee. DeBonee said in October he'stalked
with other construction companies and they
estimated it would cost $23,000-31,000 to get
his property back to the way it used to look.

In October, WPCA had asked DeBonee for
photos of his property. He brought them with
him to last week’s meeting. They were taken
before, after and during the construction work
done at his home.

Murray said he wanted to see F& J s photos
of the property; according to DeBonee, the com-
pany had taken at least 100 photos during the
course of construction, but, when Hughes con-
tacted the business for the photos, he was told
the pictures could not be found. Murray said
the board woul d keep making an attempt to get
the photos from the company.

DeBonee told the WPCA he was wiling to
waive some of the damage aslong as he got the
“major stuff” done. He said he was even will-
ing to do some of the work himself.

* k% %

The next meeting of the WPCA is Thursday

Jan. 12 at 7 p.m. at Town Hall.

Andover Selectmen Not Thrilled with Losing Prague

by Geeta Schrayter

Due to the recent redistricting of the state’'s
senatoria district, Andover’s representation is
changing from state Senator Edith Prague to
Steve Cassano. Town officials said this week
they’re sorry to see Prague go.

Redistricting, asexplained onthewebsitefor
the Connecticut General Assembly, isthe pro-
cessof “redrawing legidative and congressional
district lines...based on the results of the de-
cennial federal census.” It takes place every 10
years, asrequired by federal and statelaws, with
the purpose of establishing and maintaining
“voting districtsthat arefaithful to the principle
of one-person, one-vote” Federal law statesthat
each district is meant to have about an equal
population, guaranteeing every vote holdsequal
importance.

On average, districts statewide are supposed
to contain approximately 101,000 residents,
said Cassano, but the 2001 census showed his
district had 104,052 residents. As a result of
the redistricting, the district now contains
100,951 residents.

“[My district] was the second largest,”
Cassano said, so “they took Marlborough,

which was twice the size of Andover,” and
switched the two.

The redistricting —which will take effect af -
ter the November 2012 elections — places
Andover in the Fourth Senatorial District with
Glastonbury, Manchester and Bolton, replac-
ing Marlborough which is now a part of the
19th District with towns such as Hebron, Co-
lumbia, Lebanon, Norwich and L edyard.

“It puts the district in the ratio,” Cassano
stated, adding that Prague’sdistrict had alower
population, so “it worked out perfectly.”

However, some of Andover’s selectmen are
concerned over the change in representation.

“We're very concerned that we lost Edith
Prague as our representative as our state sena-
tor,” said selectman Jay Linddy. “ She was just
aways out there fighting for us... Whoever
comesinwill have big shoestofill.”

First Selectman Bob Burbank agreed, stat-
ing thisweek he's concerned Andover will get
“lost” being with Glastonbury and Manches-
ter.

“1 think the disadvantage isthat now thetown
is thrown in with larger cities so maybe we

won't get the representation that we had be-
fore,” hesaid, adding, “you amost feel ignored,
like they don’t care [because Andover] is such
asmall voting block and that’ s disappointing...
We got such very good service from Edith.”

But Cassano said Wednesday that’s not go-
ing to occur.

“That would never happen with me —that's
just not my style,” he said.

He also mentioned Bolton, which isasimi-
lar sizeto Andover, isin hisdistrict aswell.

“1 actualy have some very exciting things
going on [with Bolton] and | would do the same
with Andover,” Cassano said.

L ooking toward the future, Cassano said an
issue he's excited to be involved with is the
economic devel opment along Route 6. Discus-
sioniscurrently underway with the transporta-
tion study group from the Capital Region Coun-
cil of Governments (CRCOG) and the Eco-
nomic Development Commissionsin Andover,
Coventry, Columbia and Bolton regarding the
development of sections of the road in each
town, including aportionin Andover that would
slow traffic and allow for more business. Plans

were brought forth to the public on the“Andover
Village Vision” for Route 6 at a workshop on
Dec. 15.

Cassano aso stated he has some longtime
friendships in Andover and has worked with
the town through CRCOG.

“It’s not just a senator going in there,”
Cassano said. ‘1 haveahistory of working with
Andover and | will continue doing so [in the
future]”

But Praguge’shistory with thetown goesback
to the beginning of her legisative career.

“| feel very badly about losing Andover,” she
said, adding that she's represented the town
since starting in the legislature in 1982. “But
my friends in Andover will always be my
friends”

Prague also stated she's looking forward to
having Marlborough, which she called “anice
town,” and said Cassano “will be fine” repre-
senting Andover.

“He'sabright guy,” she said. “He's done a
great job as a senator. | think he'll do a great
job for Andover,” she said.



Fire Drill Preceded by the Real Deal at Andover Elementary

by Geeta Schrayter

A routine fire drill took place at Andover
Elementary School (AES) on Tuesday, but it
was preceded by the real thing on Monday,
when Principal Dave Griffin pulled the fire
alarm.

At Wednesday’s Board of Education meet-
ing, Superintendent of Schools Andrew
Maneggia explained the situation, which was
duetotheroof project at AESthat began nearly
amonth ago.

“Thisroof project has gotten to be adragged
out project,” Maneggia said. He cited weather
interruptions and delays in receiving materials
asreasons for the holdup.

“The project was supposed to have been com-
pleted by this meeting and the workers did not
show up today,” he stated, adding that the work-
ers had been pulled by the company dueto the
weather forecast to complete projectswherethe
roof had been opened in order to prevent water
damage.

“He promised they’d be there on Friday to
compete a major portion of the project,”
Maneggia said.

Also hindering the project’s compl etion was
Monday’sincident, when theroofersbeganin-
stallation. In the process of removing old mat-
ter from theroof, apiece of 2x4 started to smol-
der. The roofers discovered the charred wood
and proceeded to use afire extinguisher onit,
Maneggia explained.

Using the extinguisher created “a lot of
smoke and steam... that filled up the hallway
here,” said Maneggia.

When Principal Dave Griffin discovered the
resulting vapor, he promptly pulled the fire
alarm.

Staff and students exited the building until

firemen from the Andover Fire Department
checked out the situation and deemed it safe to
reenter.

“The most important thing is that the alarm
waspulled... kidsexited the building, staff was
incontrol, thekidsdid agreat job—they thought
it was afire drill,” said Maneggia. “We were
very fortunate the roofers discovered it,” he
added.

In aletter onthe school website, Griffin said
students*“ areto be commended on their behav-
ior outsidewhilethefire department did acheck
to ensure the fire was out and it was safe to
reenter the building.”

Griffin also explained the event caused stu-
dentsto leave school about 20 minutes|ate, and
an alert message was sent out to parentsto “al-
lay fearsthat are natural when children do not
arrive on schedule.”

But he said calls were still received from
various parents who saw the school had called
but didn’t listen to the voicemail whichwasleft,
and he urged parents to take the time to listen
before calling.

Also in the realm of communication,
Maneggia explained at the meeting that radon
testing will soon take place at AES, and notifi-
cationswill be sent to parentsexplaining “what
this is all about” as well as the results once
they’'rereceived.

Collection devicesare placed in classrooms,
and Maneggiasaid it'simportant to let parents
know what they’re for ahead of time, before
students return home, say something about the
machines and cause unnecessary concern.

“We will keep everybody informed [on the
situation] but there really isn't any choice in

Solar Panel Plans
Hit Snagin Colchester

by Bailey Seddon

Although there are differing explanationsas
to why, it appears a plan to provide free solar
panels to town buildings has — at least for the
moment — fallen through.

InApril, the Board of Selectmen authorized
Director of Facilities and Operations Greg
Plunkett to pursue acontract with Glastonbury-
based DCSEnergy for free solar panelsfor town
buildings. After getting the go-ahead, Plunkett
submitted alist of buildings for consideration
to DCS, and over the summer the company
came out to assess buildings for their solar ca-
pabilities.

Theproposa caledfor DCStoinstall anine-
kilowatt system at the town garage and a 4.5-
kilowatt system at the Parks and Recreation
garage.

One of the stipulations of the deal was that
the town would have had to sign a five-year
contract, stating that DCS would do all the
maintenance on the solar panels for five years
and then, at the end of the term, the town could
purchase the panels from the company for a
dollar.

Once the parameters of the deal were estab-
lished, the Board of Selectmen signed contracts
inAugust and sent them off to DCSto be signed.

“It was certainly something,” Plunkett said
of the offer.

However, about three to four weeks later,
Plunkett said hereceived notification from DCS
saying the company would not be able to pro-
vide solar panels at the town garage, due to
problems with the panels' manufacturer,
Solyndra, which recently went bankrupt.

One-Car Crash
Sever s Utility Pole

A car crash Thursday, Dec. 8 left a util-
ity pole severed, State Police said.

Anthony Caye, 18, of 6 Quinn Rd., was
driving his 1998 Ford Escort along South
Main St. Hewas 100 feet from thefork that
divides South Main Street from South Road,
when hisvehiclewent off theroad and right
shoulder and hit aCL &P pole, State Police
said.

Cayewas uninjured but his Ford was | eft
with heavy damageto itsfront end. Hewas
issued an infraction for improper right turn,
State Police said.

While DCS owner Craig Bradway said this
week “it was kind of a shock to everybody”
when Solyndra went “belly up,” he said the
bankruptcy was not why the Colchester project
fell through. He said DCS was able to provide
the free solar panels due to funding from apri-
vate partner and atax grant check program of -
fered by the U.S. Treasury. However, after the
Colchester officials signed off on the deal but
before DCS could provide the panels to town,
the funding partner withdrew, in part because
the U.S. Treasury’s program wasitself discon-
tinuing, said Bradway.

This left DCS without the funding to con-
tinue the project. However, Bradway said the
company is trying hard to get a replacement
funding partner.

“We have not totally waved the white flag”
on the project, he said.

However, Plunkett said earlier this week he
had received no indication from DCS that the
company islooking for other waysto fund the
project.

Plunkett said the project would have given
the town a chance to see how well solar energy
worked and how much money it could really
save. (Plunkett had estimated the project would
have saved the town a couple thousand dollars
ayear.) Then the town could “maybe make a
decision to expand our use of solar energy,” he
said.

Plunkett said it isjust “amatter of time” be-
fore the town finds other ways to save on en-
ergy. “We will definitely look at solar” in the
future, he said.

Car Strikes Pole,
Closes Road

Traffic was shut down after a vehicle
struck a pole on Norwich Avenue Wednes-
day, Dec. 7, State Police said.

At around 7 p.m., police said, Shane C.
Drum, 42, of 188 Chestnut Hill Rd., was
driving his 2009 Subaru Forester on Nor-
wich Ave., just east of Halls Hill Road,
when he struck the utility pole. He was
transported to Backus Hospital for possible
injuries.

Asaresult of the crash, Norwich Avenue
was closed for afew hours because of un-
safe wires, police said.

doing it” Maneggia explained.

In aradon testing guide put together by the
state Department of Public Health (DPH), ra-
don was described as “a naturally-occurring
radioactive gas that can cause lung cancer.”
Radon is colorless, odorless and tasteless, and
comesfrom the natural breakdown of uranium.
Thegastravel sthrough the soil and entersbuild-
ingsviacracksand foundation holes, the guide
explained.

According to state statute, schools are re-
quired to test for radon every five years, but
because the initial measurements at AES were
less than 4.0 Picocuries per liter (pCi/L),
Maneggia explained the entire school won’t
need to be tested. Rather, 10 percent of the
school will be re-evaluated.

Maneggia said the process is currently un-
derway to schedule the work.

* k% %

Also at Wednesday’s meeting, the school
health report revealed the school had experi-
enced 16 cases of lice.

Maneggiasaid other schoolsin theareahave
had an issue with lice, “and we have not been
spared the problem.”

“Thisisoneof thosethingsthat runsitscourse
but you have to be very diligent about it —and
our school and staff are,” he said, adding it'san
“uncomfortable situation” that no one likes to
deal with or talk about “but it isareality.”

In order to keep the lice from spreading,
Maneggiasaid they wererefraining from using
classroom listening centers and limiting use of
the headphones in the library. But he added
things are abit more complicated because “the
strain of lice — they’re heartier than they used

tobeyearsago,” and sometreatmentsand medi-
cations are no longer as effective.

“The only way to treat it is to be tenacious
and diligent,” he said.

According tothe DPH, the treatment for head
lice, which are described as “blood sucking
parasites... approximately the size of asesame
seed,” involves using an over-the-counter or
prescription medication and anit (head lice egg)
comb.

Lice are spread from close personal contact
and do not survive for long once they fall off a
person. Therefore, DPH statesit’snot necessary
“to spend alot of time or money on houseclean-
ing activities.” However, to avoid re-infestation
it is recommended that the floor and furniture
be vacuumed. Clothing and bed linens used by
theinfested person prior to treatment should be
washed in hot water and dried at high heat, and
items which can’t be washed like stuffed ani-
malsand comforters should be storedin asealed
plastic bag for two weeks. Combs and brushes
should be soaked in rubbing al cohol or washed
with soap and hot water.

Measuresto prevent licein thefutureinclude
avoiding close contact “during play at school
and at home” and not sharing personal items
like hats and scarves, combs and brushes. For
more information, visit the DPH website at
ct.gov/dph

Back at AES, Maneggiaaffirmed “we' rejust
being cautious and that's what it boils down
to * k% %

The next Andover Board of Education meet-
ing is Wednesday, Jan. 11, at 7 p.m. in the
school library.

Andover Selectmen
Endorse Town Website

by Geeta Schrayter

At their Dec. 7 meeting, the town select-
men gavetheir official endorsement of the new
Andover website.

“We approved to makeit an official website
of the town,” First Selectman Bob Burbank
said thisweek, “and basically we're going to
try to assure that all the info getson it in a
timely manner.”

Making the website official is a process
that’sbeenintheworkssincethe sitewasfirst
unveiled to the selectmen in December 2010.

In order for atown website to be compliant
with the Freedom of Information statutes,
meeting minutes have to be made available
on the site no more than aweek after the ses-
sion takes place. How to make certain this
happens posed alengthy delay for the select-
men as well as the Website Committee, but

Colchester Police News

12/6: Arion Bakrina, 26, of 60 Standish St.,
Hartford, was charged with second-degreefail-
ure to appear, State Police said.

12/8: Jonah Jonathan, 40, of 61 LoomisRd.,
was charged with having no insurance, misuse
of plate and possession of drug paraphernalia,
State Police said.

12/6: Eric R. Schmidt, 23, of 69 Chapman
St., Willimantic, was charged with criminal
violation of aprotective order, State Police said.

12/9: Jay Scott Crump, 22, of 79 North Pond
St., Bristol, was charged with second-degree
failure to appear, State Police said.

12/11: Kyle Brueckner, 22, of 21 Windham
Rd., Willimantic, was charged with second-
degree failure to appear, State Police said.

12/11: Deena Griffin-Collett, 44, of 60 Deer
Run Dr., was charged with DUI and three counts
of risk of injury to achild, State Police said.

12/12: Patrick Curley, 47, of 4 Dobson Rd.,
Vernon, was charged with first-degree crimi-
nal mischief, State Police said.

Portland Police News

12/5: Petrick Brogan, 20, of 23 Dogwood Dr.,
East Hampton, was charged with second-de-
gree failure to appear, Portland Police said.

12/6: A 16-year-old juvenile male was ar-
rested for first-degree criminal mischief and
disorderly conduct, police said.

12/7: A 16-year-old juvenile male was ar-
rested for third-degree criminal mischief and
disorderly conduct, police said.

just over ayear later, it finally cameto an end.
The responsibility of ensuring minutes are
available on the website in a timely manner
will lay with the town clerk’s office.

“That'sall beentaken careof,” said Linddy,
adding that the committee will report back to
the selectmen every month “for like three to
four monthsto work together to get any kinks
out.”

Burbank added they won't be placing past
minutes on the website, but are “going to try
to move forward and get minutes on as they
comein.”

As of Thursday, the website contained the
notice“weare beginning to add official meet-
ings to the site,” and the minutes of a Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission meeting from
Nov. 21 were available.

The website islocated at andover ct.org.

Hebron Police News

12/6: Police are investigating the theft of
several itemsfrom aGilead St., home between
6:50 a.m. and noon. The house was broken into
through asmashed out basement window. Any-
one with information is asked to contact Resi-
dent State Trooper James Nolting at 860-537-
7500.

12/9: Eric Koch, 23, of 235 Old Hartford Rd.,
Colchester, was charged with DUI and improper
parking, State Police said.

12/9: Zachary K. Surdam, 19, of 87 Merritt
Valley Rd., Andover, was charged with second-
degree criminal mischief, State Police said.

12/13: Brandon Nalle, 24, of 400 Whitney
Ave, Apt. 9, New Haven, was charged with
violation of probation, State Police said.

East Hampton

Police News

11/30: John Paul Fournier, 22, of 45 Forest
St., wasarrested for sixth-degreelarceny, credit
card theft/fraud and illegal use of acredit card,
East Hampton Police said.

12/3: Todd T. Bower Jr., 22, of 230 Old West
High St., was arrested for DUI and reckless
driving, police said.

12/6: Michael Curtis Sentell, 27, of 7 Starr
Place, No. 2, was arrested for violating a pro-
tective order, police said.



Obituaries

Colchester
Elizabeth Rybitski

Elizabeth Rybitski, 80, of Colchester, passed
away Friday, Dec. 9, in Manchester. Shewashborn
Feb. 10, 1931, in Hartford, daughter of Stanley
and Nellie Trailer Rybitski.

Surviving are her sister, ReginaMichalak, and
anephew, Stanley J. Michalak.

Funeral services were held Wednesday, Dec.
14, at the Belmont/Sabrowski Funeral Home, 144
South Main St., Colchester. Interment followed
in St. Joseph Cemetery. There were no calling
hours.

Amston
Constance Jean Hines

Constance Jean Hines, 81, of Moodus, for-
merly of Amston and Seattle, WA, and loving
mother of Brenda J. Quinn of Moodus and Mark
V. Hines of Sumner, WA, passed away Thursday,
Dec. 1.

Connie was born in Nebraska Aug. 19, 1930,
the daughter of Helen and Don Moist. She lived
most of her adult lifein the Bellevue and Federal
Way sections of Seattle, WA. She was employed
as a financial manager with Associated Grocers
for over 30 years.

Connie loved playing cards and enjoyed an
occasional visit to the casinos where she often
was lucky at the slots. Connie will always be re-
membered for her outgoing personality and her
candor.

Besides her son and daughter, sheis survived
by her brother, Marvin Moist of Ocean Shores,
WA; a son-in-law, John Quinn of Moodus; a
daughter-in-law, Lauren Hines of Sumner, WA;
and a grandson, Brandon Hines of Enumclaw,
WA. Conni€'s extended family includes grand-
children Kim Quinn of Ansonia, Colleen Cull of
Prospect, Kelly Chella of Salem, Shawn Quinn
of Portland and Frank and Jessica Silone of
Sumner, WA. Also, seven great-grandchildren,
Jack, Garrett, Connor, Tyler, Samantha, Brody and
Ryan.

There are no calling hours and burial will be
in Seattle, WA.

Memoria donationsin Connie’'smemory may
be made to the VNA South Central Connecticut,
One Long Wharf Drive, New Haven, CT 06511.

Colchester
Julie Ann Winch

Julie Ann Winch, 21 of Deerfield Beach, FL,
and formerly of Colchester, passed away early
Thursday morning, Dec. 8. Born Oct. 25, 1990,
in Hartford, she was the daughter of Gary and
Dorothy (Dadona) Winch of Colchester.

Juliewasarole model for the many young kids
in the neighborhood where she grew up. Shewas
a communicant of St. Andrew Church in
Colchester.

She loved flowers and enjoyed working at the
Colchester Florist during high school. She will
be remembered most fondly for her positive out-
look on life and adventurous nature by those who
knew and loved her.

Julie attended school in Colchester and gradu-
ated from Bacon Academy with the Class of 2008,
where shewasthe captain of the GirlsVarsity Golf
Team. She then went on to earn adegree in hotel
and hospitality management from Lincoln Col-
lege in Suffield.

Julie started her career working for the
Sheraton Hotelsin Cambridge, MA and Hartford.
She then took a position at MGM Grand at
Foxwoods and was aV I P guest service represen-
tative. Early in 2011, Julie moved to Floridawhere
sheembarked on her new career with the Marriott
Renaissance Boca Raton.

In addition to her parents, survivors include
her brother, Kevin; her uncles and aunts John and
Mary Winch and Gail and Art Cinea of Florida,
Phyllis and Mark Coleman of Columbia, Robert
and Linda Dadonaof East Hampton, Richard and
Marybeth Dadona of Colchester; her godparents,
David and Nancy Piellaof Colchester; alongwith
her many loving cousins and numerous extended
family members and friends.

She was predeceased by her brother, Casey D.
Winch.

Visitation was held Tuesday, Dec. 13, at the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hart-
ford Rd., Colchester. Thefuneral liturgy was cel-
ebrated Wednesday, directly at St. Andrew
Church, 128 Norwich Ave., Colchester. Buria
followed in New St. Andrew Cemetery.

Donations in Juli€'s memory may be made to
Bacon Academy Girl’s Golf Team, 611 Norwich
Ave. Colchester, CT 06415 or to the Cragin Me-
morial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., Colchester
06415.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

East Hampton
Thomas Paul Serenson

Thomas Paul Serenson, 65, of East Hampton,
beloved husband of Betty (Brannan) Serenson,
died Wednesday, Dec. 7, at Yale New Haven Hos-
pital. Born Sept. 26, 1946 in Middletown he was
the son of the late Jonathan and Gertrude
(Sutkowski) Serenson.

Thomas had served his country in the U.S.
Army during the Vietnam War. He had worked
for most of hislifeasaself- employed truck driver.
Thomasfully enjoyed life and spending timewith
his family and friends. He enjoyed vacations in
Florida and riding his Harley Davidson Mator-
cycle with his wife. Tom always looked forward
to BikeWeek in Daytona. Hewasan animal lover,
especially hissix cats.

Besides his wife of 39 years, Betty, heis sur-
vived by his son, Jonathan M. Serenson and his
wife Jennifer of Brooklyn; his daughter, Jennifer
Wulff and her husband Robert of Meriden; and
his granddaughter, Samantha.

Family and friends called at Spencer Funera
Home, 112 Main St., East Hampton, on Sunday,
Dec. 11. Funeral services will be private at the
convenience of the family.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to the American Cancer Society, 825
Brook St., 1-91 Tech Center, Rocky Hill, CT
06067.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Portland
Margaret A. Gould

Margaret A. Gould, 81, of Portland, wife of
the late Harry H, Gould passed away Thursday,
Dec. 8, at home. She was the daughter of the late
Joseph and Marguerite (Pollard) Ringwood.

Born Oct. 4, 1930, in Hartford, she grew up
in East Berlin and has lived in Portland for the
past 57 years. She was a member of the Church
of St. Mary in Portland and enjoyed cooking and
bowling.

Sheissurvived by two sons and daughters-in-
law, Timothy and Linnae Gould of Portland and
Stephen and Susan Gould of Anchorage, AK;; five
grandchildren, Rosemary, Jeffrey, Laura, Caitlin
and Cameron, agreat-grandchild, Kayden and two
nieces.

Funeral services were held Tuesday, Dec. 13,
leaving from Portland Memorial Funeral Home,
231 Main St., for a Mass at the Church of St.
Mary, Portland. Burial wasin St. Mary Cemetery,
Portland. Relatives and friends called Monday,
Dec. 12, at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the Church of St. Mary, 51 Freestone Ave., Port-
land, CT 06480.

To send an online expression of sympathy, visit
portlandmemorialfh.net.

The family would like to thank Dora for her
loving and compassionate care and to the
Middlesex Hospital Hospice Home Care Program.

Marlborough
Richard L Kaminske

Richard L Kaminske of Marlborough, husband
of the late Patricia (Lindsay) Kaminske, passed
away Sunday, Dec. 11, with hisfamily by hisside.
Born July 23, 1932 in Hartford, he was the son of
thelate CharlesR and Alice (Delaney) Kaminske.

Rick proudly served his country as a Corporal
with the 82nd Airborne attached to the 557th
Quartermaster Aerial Parachute Delivery Unit sta-
tioned in Germany during the Korean War.

After getting out of the service Rick worked as
aMason before starting his own Sheet Metal and
Door Company, P& R Associates, in East Hart-
ford. Rick sold the company to Greene Enterprises
in 1984 and continued to work with them until he
retired in 1991.

Rick issurvived by hisson, Richard Kaminske,
hiswife, Angelaof Colchester and their two sons,
Daniel and Ryan; a daughter, Kristina
Dannemiller and her husband Douglas of
Duxbury, MA, and their children, Michael,
Patrick, Douglas, Nathan and Andrew; a nephew,
Mike Woody and his wife Sue Ellen; a sister-in-
law, MelissaLindsay of Kailua, HI, and abrother-
in-law, Gordan Lindsay of Huntsville, TX.

Rick was proud of his involvement with the
Marlborough Fire Department, where he was a
volunteer fireman for 15 years. Thelast few years
he spent hisweekends parti cipating in antique car
shows across Connecticut with his 1940 Ford
Coupe Deluxe winning many awards.

Friends called at Spencer Funeral Home, 112
Main St., East Hampton, Wednesday, Dec. 14.
Funeral services were private at the convenience
of the family.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
the Marlborough Volunteer Fire Department P.O.
Box 237 Marlborough, CT 06447.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

East Hampton
Anthony C. Foto

Anthony C. Foto, 77 pmg
of East Hampton, hus-
band to Patricia Burke
Foto, passed away
peacefully after a short
illnessMonday, Dec. 5, |
surrounded by loved |
ones.

He was predeceased
by his son, Michael ’
Foto, and issurvived by
sister, Elizabeth “ Betty”
Garvey of Wethersfield;
daughters Cathy Foto
and AnnaMeyer of Morris, NY, Judie Demille of
Palm Bay, FL, LauraFoto of West Hartford, Jamie
Fuhrmann of East Haddam, Deana Gabinetti of
Chagrin Falls, OH; his sons, Jay Fish of Char-
lotte, NC, and Dennis Charles of Wethersfield; in
addition to 12 grandchildren.

He was a loving and committed husband, fa-
ther, grandfather and friend to al who knew him.

In lieu of flowers, Tony was committed to re-
search education, and would appreciate donations
to UConn Anatomical Donations Program,
UConn Health Center, 263 Farmington Ave.,, MC
1911, Farmington, CT 06030-1911 made in his
name.

All areinvited to join the family at a celebra-
tion of his life Saturday, Jan. 7, 2012, from 2-6
p.m., at Angelico’s Lakehouse Restaurant, 81
North Main St., East Hampton CT 06424.

Portland
Barbara Briggs

Barbara Briggs, 89, of Old Saybrook, wife of
the late Glenn Briggs, died Friday, Dec. 9, at
Middlesex Hospital. She was born in Hartford,
daughter of the late Joseph Bishop and Julia
(Shulthiess) Bishop. Shewasamember of St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Old Saybrook and Martha's
Circle.

Barbarais survived by a son, Tom Briggs and
his wife Colleen of Portland; daughters, Joanne
Westerson and her husband Grant of Old
Saybrook, and Julie Rossi of NJ; four granddaugh-
ters, Lisa, Olivia, Rachel and Jess.

She was predeceased by her brother, Carl
Bishop.

Thefamily would like to give special thanksto
the staff and residents at Portland Rehabilitation
for al their care, compassion and love.

A funeral service was held Tuesday, Dec. 13,
at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Old Saybrook.
Burial was in State Veterans Cemetery,
Middletown. Friends called Monday, Dec. 12, at
BiegaFuneral Home, 3 Silver Street, Middletown.

Those who wish may send memorial contribu-
tionsto the Portland Care and Rehab. Center Rec-
reational Fund, 333 Main St., Portland, CT 06480.

To share memories or express condolences
online, visit biegafuneralhome.com.

East Hampton
Eileen Kalinowski

Eileen Kalinowski, 60, wife of Laurence
Kalinowski, of East Hampton, died unexpectedly
Saturday, Dec. 10, at home during a brief illness.
She was born July 12, 1951, in Middletown, to
the late Thomas J and Evangeline (Bushey)
Conroy.

She was agraduate of Mercy High School and
Briarwood College, where she earned an
associate' sdegree. For 20 years, she served asthe
receptionist for Dr. Richard Brown until her pass-
ing. She enjoyed camping, trips to Mohegan Sun
with her husband Larry, and spending time with
her children and precious grandchildren.

Besides her husband and mother, she is sur-
vived by a daughter and son-in-law, Jamie and
JamesHull of East Haddam; son and fiancé, Kevin
Kalinowski and ErickaDiVicino of Marlborough;
mother, Evangeline Conroy of Portland; sister and
brother-in-law, Patricia and David Gannon of
Portland; brother and sister-in-law, Thomas and
VirginiaConroy of Windsor; three grandchildren,
Nathan, Timothy, and Christopher Hull; and aso
many nieces and nephews. She was predeceased
by her brother, David Conroy.

Funeral serviceswere held Thursday, Dec. 15,
from the Biega Funeral Home, 3 Silver St.,
Middletown, followed by afunera liturgy at St.
Mary Church, Portland. Burial will bein St. Mary
Cemetery, Portland. Friends called at the funeral
home Wednesday, Dec. 14.

Those who wish may send memorial contribu-
tions to the American Cancer Society.

Colchester
Loretta B. Guillemette

Loretta B. Guillemette, 90, of 71 Westwood
Park, Norwich, died Tuesday, Nov. 22, at
Harrington Court in Colchester. She was born in
Lishon Sept. 22, 1921, the daughter of the late
Arthur and Clara (Deslandes) Pothier.

Loretta dedicated herself as a homemaker for
her family. She was a communicant of Sacred
Heart Churchin Taftville. Lorettawastwice mar-
ried. She first married Henry X. Lambert, who
died Oct. 14, 1952, and later married Eugene
Guillemette, who died June 2, 1997.

Survivors include one daughter, Clara
Kalnitsky of Gales Ferry; two sons, Paul
Guillemette of Norwich and Dennis Guillemette
of Bozrah; one sister, Imelda Konow of North
Franklin; seven grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren and nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by one son, Arthur Lam-
bert, and one brother, Rene Pothier.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated
today, Dec. 16, at 11 am., at Sacred Heart Church
in Taftville, meeting directly at church. Burial of
cremains will follow in Sacred Heart Cemetery,
Taftville. There are no calling hours.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
Sacred Heart Church, PO. Box 208, Taftville, CT
06380.

Guillot Funeral Home, 75 South B. St.,
Taftville, isin charge of arrangements.

East Hampton
Elizabeth H. Treat

Elizabeth “Bette” H. Treat, 85, formerly of East
Hampton, passed away Wednesday, Dec. 7, in
York Hospital inYork, ME. Shewasborn Dec. 5,
1926, in Willimantic, and was the daughter of the
late William and Mabel (Jenkins) Hughes.

A brother, William E. Hughes Jr., predeceased
her.

Elizabeth “Bette” was a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Connecticut, with a bachelor’s degree
in bacteriology, and was employed by the state
of Connecticut as a bacteriologist and later by
the U.S. government as a chemist.

Bettewas married for 60 yearsto John W. Treat
Jr., having three children, John W. Treat 111 of
Connecticut, David H. Treat and wife Sarah of
Vermont and Elizabeth T. Rodenhizer and hus-
band Carl, also of Connecticut. Their five grand-
childreninclude Michadl Y. Treat, Christopher H.
Treat, Mark K. Rodenhizer, James T. Rodenhizer
and William J. Rodenhizer.

While Bette most enjoyed being surrounded
by family and friends, she was actively involved
with numerous bridge groups and was an avid
golfer. She aso found great enjoyment with her
contributions to the local garden clubs and civic
activities.

A funeral Mass for Bette was held Monday,
Dec. 12, in St. Christopher Church, 4 Barrell Ln.,
York, ME. A calling hour was held Monday in
the Lucas & Eaton Funeral Home, 91 Long Sands
Rd., York, ME. Burial was in the Willimantic
Cemetery Tuesday, Dec. 13, in Willimantic.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
The Greater New England Chapter of the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society.

Visit lucaseatonfuneralhome.com for an online
guestbook.



