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Ar veterans responded to the news of Osama bin Laden’s death this week. A
few of the veterans from Marlborough American Legion Post 197 are shown here

at the closing ceremony of the Marlborough Memorial Day Parade last year.

Resdents React to
bin Laden’s Killing

by Katy Nally

Nationally, Osama bin Laden’s death was
followed by raucous cheering outside the White
House and remembrance ceremonies at ground
zero. But local opinions on what his death will
mean for the War on Terror differ throughout
the Rivereast towns.

Many residents associated with various vet-
erans organizations acknowledged bin Laden
won't be missed. Still, some said his death
should not be celebrated —while, for others, the
tune “ding dong, the witch is dead” came to
mind.

“Essentialy, everyoneisvery happy that he's
dead,” Ron Winter, a member of the Hebron
VFW, said. “We're especially happy that he
went head first into the ocean. It’saperfect end-
ing for aguy who did what he did to our coun-
try.”

bin Laden was the leader of the terrorist or-
ganization Al-Qaeda, which the United States
labeled as responsible for the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks amost immediately after they
occurred. Whilebin Laden initially denied any
involvement, in 2004 he claimed responsibil-
ity for the attacks via a video that aired on an
Arabic TV station. He has also been linked to
the 1998 U.S. Embassy bombingsthat involved
simultaneous truck bombs in several African
cities.

Further details surrounding his death are till
emerging, but according to published reports,

Four Votes Defeat East Hampton

by Joshua Anusewicz

As moderator Red McKinney read out the
results of the East Hampton budget referendum,
something between a groan and a gasp rose
from those in attendance.

Total votes: 1,166 — 581 were in favor, and
585 against.

And with its defeat, the proposed 2011-12
town budget will send residents back to thepolls.

Inwhat Director of Finance Jeff Jylkkacalled
“the closest margin in at least 20 years,” the
$37.86 million budget failed by four votes, dis-
appointing town officials even more than the
low turnout.

“Four votes doesn’ t give usmuch of anindi-
cation of where we need to go with [the bud-
get],” said Thom Cordeiro, one of two Town
Council membersin attendance, BarbaraMoore
waspresent aswell. “It'sclear theresidentsare
frustrated, but there aren’t many placesto go. |
don’t think we can cut much more.”

According to the Town Clerk, 14 percent of
the town’s 8,202 registered voters turned out
Tuesday.

Board of Finance Chairman Matt Walton was
equally disappointed, but took a more literal
approach to the results.

“What it tellsmeisat least half of the people
in town want a reduction to the proposal,”’
Walton said. “So we have to go back to the
drawing board.”

During budget deliberations, town officials
were able to cut $321,798 from the original
budget that was proposed on April 14.

Spending would be reduced by $136,000,
over the current year, but the mill rate would
still increase by 0.76 of amill, to 25.74. Jylkka
said taxpayerswill seean overall tax reduction
of about $100,000. According to Town Coun-
cil Chairwoman Melissa Engel on April 14,
roughly 60 percent of residents would not see
an increase in their taxes because of a recent
revaluation.

Engel said on Wednesday she believed the
low turnout was based on the fact that most
residents wouldn’t feel atax increase, adding,
the 40 percent who would seetheincreasewere
the ones that came to vote.

“When people seetheir taxes going up, they
usually come out to vote it down,” Engel said.

When asked where cuts, if any, would come
from, Engel targeted the area that most resi-
dents highlighted during budget deliberations:

the Board of Education.

TheBoard of Education originally proposed
a$26.61 million budget in February, whichin-
cluded a 2.82 percent increase from 2010-11.
InApril the Board of Finance, however, recom-
mended $146,600 in cuts to the education bud-
get, but the reductions were not finalized. In
light of the recent no-vote, more cuts to educa-
tion might be on the way.

“Wewill need to cut more from the Board of
Education because the general government has
given more than their fair share” Engel said.

The town has already decided to cut
$175,198, which includes $67,137 from the
building department. Engel said that cutsto the
Board of Educationwon't bedrastic, stating that
four votes“indicatesthat we aren’t that far off.”

Superintendent of Schools Judith Golden
stated in April the proposed $146,600 cuts
“seem like a lot,” but Engel said Wednesday,
Board of Education members have been open
to making “reasonable cuts.”

Golden said it has not been decided where
potential cuts might come from.

Education was the deciding factor for most
of the voters canvassed on Tuesday afternoon,

President Barack Obama authorized araid on
bin Laden’shomein Pakistan last Friday, April
29. The following Sunday, U.S. forces ap-
proached the highly-protected compound in
helicopters and Navy Seals, along with other
soldiers, were sent in.

After afirefight, one woman, said to be bin
Laden’s wife, was shot in the leg, but Ameri-
canssustai ned no casualties. bin Laden was shot
in the head and his DNA was later verified in
Afghanistan, according to reports. After that,
his body was flown to an aircraft carrier and
was dumped into the North Arabian Sea.

“Thiswas a despicable man, who did ades-
picable thing; he deserved to die” Winter, a
Vietnam veteran, said.

Carl Carlson, a member of Marlborough
American Legion Post 197, had a more
empathetic response.

“It’s tragic that anybody hasto get killed —
even bin Laden,” Carlson said. But, he added,
“We're not going to miss him.”

Carlson, aWorld War |1 veteran who served
intheU.S. Navy aboard an aircraft carrier, said
bin Laden’s death would probably not affect
the current warsin Irag and Afghanistan.

“Westill haveto contend with terrorists,” he
said. “It'salong war we'reinto.”

But, Winter said, with bin Laden gone, the
moraleof U.S. soldierswill probably improve.

See Residents React Page 2

Budget

most of whom did not want to be identified.

“1 have two grandchildren and two more on
theway,” said resident Bill Marshall, who voted
to approve the budget. “1 think it’sfiscally re-
sponsible and | hope the Board of Education
getsitsincrease.”

Another woman who asked not to beidenti-
fied said she voted against the budget because
“nobody’staxes should beraised at thispoint.”
She did add, however, that if residents taxes
were going to go up, “the money should be put
toward other town services.”

Last year, the town only had to go through
one referendum, as a $38.00 million budget
passed by less than 100 votes, 947-860. That
vote represented a larger increase in the mill
rate, bringing it up 0.97 millsto 24.98.

The Board of Finance will now hold a spe-
cial meeting on Monday, May 9at 7 p.m. at the
East Hampton Middle School Library to rec-
ommend changes to the proposed budget for a
second referendum. The meeting isopentothe
public.

After Monday, the budget will gotothe Town
Council for approval, and then a Town Meet-
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After the $37.86 million budget was defeated by only four votes, the Board of

T

Finance, along with Town Manager John Weichsel, deliber ated Tuesday and agreed
to hold a special meeting Monday to discuss possible reductions.

Budget cont. from Front Page
ing where residents can voicetheir opinionson
the budget, beforeit movesto the second refer-
endum. According to Cordeiro, the process usu-
ally takes aweek or two.

After the budget is approved, the mill rateis
officialy set by the Board of Finance.

Residents React cont. from Front Page

“Anytime a man like that dies, the morale
goes through the roof,” Winter said.

Fred Schluntz, co-chair of East Hampton's
Citizens Helping Active Military Personnel
(CHAMP), has had a hand in boosting morale
through his organization, which creates care
packages to send to soldiers overseas.

“1 think justiceis certainly done,” Schluntz,
said. “Now | think it's time to get out of the
Middle East.”

Schluntz, who participated in the 1980 heli-
copter attempt to free American hostages in
Iran, said it's “unfortunate” CHAMP still has
recipientsin Afghanistan and Iraqg.

“We were over there for the War on Terror
and justice was served by killing him,” he said.

Another East Hampton resident, Ann
McLaughlin, agreed with Schluntz, saying the
U.S. should beginto downsizeitsforcesin Iraq
and Afghanistan.

“I redly fedl it'simportant that we bring them
home; they’vebeen gonefor toolong,” shesaid.

McLaughlin’sgrandson Arron, asergeant in
the U.S. Army, recently wrapped up his ninth
year overseas. He came hometo East Hampton
last Christmas with a Purple Heart, which
McLaughlin called “ quite an honor.” Heisdue
to speak at thisyear’sMemoria Day ceremony
in East Hampton.

“We're quite proud of him —he'sasoldier,”
shesaid.

McLaughlin has organized a yellow ribbon
committee that will welcome troops home by
lining their streetswith American flags. Sheaso
plans to have a ribbon-tying ceremony during
the upcoming East Hampton Memorial Day
parade.

WhileMcLaughlin worksto welcome home
soldiers, she said she hoped bin Laden’s death
would spell “the beginning of the end.”

“1 was very, very surprised, but very grate-
ful,” shesaid about theAl-Qaedaleader’ sdeath.
“It was something that needed to be done.”

But there's potentially a downside to bin
Laden’sdeath. Some say the U.S. could be sub-
jecttoretaliatory attacks, from either Al-Qaeda
predecessors, fringe terrorist groups or local
terrorists.

“1 think we're going to have to be asvigilant

Jylkkasaid, inrecent years, thetown hasheld
up to five referendums to approve the budget.
He added, if the budget is not approved before
the2011-12fisca year startson July 1, thetown
will continue with the 2010-11 budget.

as we have been and maybe even a little bit
more,” Bill Willinsky, a member of the Port-
land Veterans Affairs Committee, said.

“| have been, and will continueto be, alittle
more conscious of what'sgoing on around me,”
Willinsky added. “Watching for anything that’s
out of place”

Chuck Walton, president of the East Hamp-
tonVeteransAssociation, agreed, saying “down
theroad” there will “probably be retaliation.”

Winter mentioned U.S. intelligence would
have to monitor someonenew, oncebin Laden’s
predecessor is selected — someone with new
“tactics”

As the events leading to bin Laden’s death
are detailed in the media, the question of po-
litical ties and relationships with allies comes
into the limelight.

Winter questioned the timing of the raid,
noting Obama’s recent “declining poll num-
bers”

“People can’t help but wonder,” he said. “Is
this something to give the president a boost?’

The fact that bin Laden’s compound was in
plain sight in a suburban town raises the ques-
tion of how long intelligence officials knew of
hiswhereabouts.

“The place was known about for quite some
time,” Winter said.

According to published reports, officialshad
been monitoring bin Laden’s compound since
August 2010, after one of his couriers began
living there. However, Pakistani officials said
Wednesday they shared information about the
residence with the Central Intelligence Agency
in 2009.

Either way, Winter said looking beyond the
“flush of patriotism” to the ferret out political
motives is, unfortunately, “the nature of the
American political scene today.”

Still, Winter did not want to minimize the
importance of killing bin Laden.

“That’sabig deal for us,” Winter said. “I’'ve
got tremendous pride in our military and spe-
cia ops people”

Walton echoed Winter’s thoughts.

“1 think it was great they were able to ac-
complishthat mission,” hesaid. “It'sajob well
done”

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

On the morning of Sept. 11, 2001, | was
one week into my first reporting job, at the
Journal Inquirer in Manchester, busily put-
ting together a story recapping the previous
weekend’s Hebron Harvest Fair.

| was very much focused on writing the
story —so focused, infact, | didn’t noticethat,
gradually, the desks around me were empty-
ing. Finally, | heard one of the more veteran
reporters announce as he walked back to his
desk behind mine, “A planejust crashed into
the World Trade Center.”

That was enough to break me out of the
little Hebron zone | was in that morning. |
did a slight double take — “What??" — and
looked up to see that, indeed, the corner of
the office | and several other reporters sat in
was fairly deserted. | looked down the hall-
way and saw the vast magjority of peoplewere
gathered around the one TV in the office, in-
tently staring at what was on the screen.

Likel said, | wasvery new on thejob, and
| knew | had a deadline | had to make with
this story, but curiosity got the better of me,
so | got up out of my chair and quickly snuck
apeek at what was on the TV screen. What
was on, of course, was the aerial image of
the Twin Towers. | don’t recall for sureif the
second plane had hit yet at that point, or if it
was still that brief period after the first one
hit where everybody thought, hopefully, that
this was just a terrible accident. What | do
recall isthinking that | needed to get back to
my desk and hurry up and finish that story.
Again, | wasvery new on thejob, and wanted
to make agood impression.

The story about the Hebron fair didn’t run
that day. Still trying to work my way around
the computer system, | had misfiled the story
and (mistakenly) thought | had destroyed it.
At that point, | still hadn’t read any of the
wire stories, still hadn’t truly understood the
gravity of what had happened down in New
York. My editor, however, had, and when |
told her what happened with the filing, she
didn’t react quitetheway | thought shewould.
After afew seconds of sheepish explanation
on my part, she told me to just do the story
for tomorrow. It could have very well been
bumped anyway — after all, there were sud-
denly more pressing stories to put in the pa-
per that day.

| went back to my desk and, with the dead-
line pressure behind me, began catching up
on what had happened that morning, via the
AP wire. It was there that | learned of both
towers collapsing. | remember thinking how
surredl it all felt.

Why am | recounting all this? Because |,
like many others, thought about the events of
that sunny September morning this past Sun-
day evening, when another “where were you
when you heard the news?’ type of moment
occurred—wefinally killed Osamabin Laden.

| wasactually visiting my parents, who live
nearby, when | heard the news. The Mets-

Philliesgamewason TV, and | had been tell-
ing myself for the past three innings “ Okay,
one more half inning and then | gotta go
home.” But thistime | meant it, and had ex-
ited the TV room and was walking through
the dining room when one of the ESPN an-
nouncers relayed the news. | only heard the
tail end of the announcement (I knew some-
one had been killed; | just didn’t know who,
although | figured it must’ve been pretty big
for them to announce during the game) and
went racing back into the room to see what
had happened. My father and sister both told
meit was bin Laden, and then my dad imme-
diately turned over to NBC for its news cov-
erage of the story.

| watched alittle bit of the coverage at my
parents’ house, then drove back to my place
thinking, perhaps foolishly, that I’d head to
bed. That didn’t happen; | found myself un-
able to turn away. | saw Obama’s speech,
learned about how the killing happened, lis-
tened to some of the anchors talking (NBC
even got Tom Brokaw on the phone, which |
thought was nice), and thought about it all.

It took nearly 10 years, but we finally did
it. Wefinally got bin Laden.

Like most of us, | wish we had been able
to do it sooner. After the Sept. 11 attacks, |
was all for invading Afghanistan and finding
bin Laden. Unfortunately, whilewe of course
did invade Afghanistan, the stupid war inIraq
took center stage, and it stayed that way
throughout Bush’s seemingly interminable
two termsin office.

But, justice belatedly done is still justice
done. And we eventually got the guy.

Almost immediately after Bin Laden’skill-
ing was announced, you heard some people
saying, “Well, now, thisdoesn’t end the Glo-
bal War on Terror,” as if we needed to be
told. Of course it doesn’t. After all, Osama
bin Laden was only one man. Al-Qaeda will
still exist; terrorism will still exist. But kill-
ing off the head of Al-Qaeda, the man who,
for al intents and purposes, was the face of
terrorism isagiant blow for our cause. Sim-
ply put, it's a huge victory, not just for our
country but for the planet.

And speaking of victories, one would
imaginethisgresatly strengthens Obama'sre-
election campaign in 2012. After all, as
MSNBC host Lawrence O’ Donnell noted,
George W. Bush had 2,686 days to capture
bin Laden, and he couldn’t. Obama got the
job donein 831 days. To all the Republicans
who criticized Obama, and Democrats as a
whole, in 2008, saying they wouldn’t be as
strong on thewar on terror, one need only to
throw that statistic at them. Obama got bin
Laden. He focused his attention away from
Irag, and he got the man Americans have been
clamoring for since Sept. 11, 2001.

Thisis Mission Accomplished.

* k%

See you next week.

East Hampton Officials Expect
State to Fund Pine Brook Pipes

by Joshua Anusewicz

At aspecial meeting Tuesday, the Board
of Finance appropriated $400,000 to re-
place a culvert under Pine Brook Road,
which suffered heavy structural damage
during flooding in March.

According to Director of Public Works
Keith Hayden, the $400,000 is expected
to be covered by grants from the state's
Town Aid Road program.

Pine Brook Road, whichishometo two
families, crossesover Pine Brook. Thewa-
ter from the brook currently flowsthrough
asingle culvert, which often can’t handle
elevated water levels. During flooding this
March, the brook rose over theroad, wash-
ing out alarge portion of theroad and caus-
ing structural damage to the culvert. The
two familieswere unableto crossthe road
for several days.

Hayden, Town Council Vice Chairman
John Tuttle and former I nterim Town Man-
ager Robert Drewry, met with thefamilies
last month and recommended a plan that
would replacethe existing culvert with two
30-foot corrugated metal pipes. The road
would also be elevated to help combat any

possibility of the washing it out again.

According to Hayden, the funding
would cover the materials, design, con-
struction, equi pment, engineering, inspec-
tion, and any other expensesrelated to the
project.

One of the Pine Brook Road residents,
Karen Lee, was on hand Tuesday to make
a final push for the board to approve the
plan.

“Town services year after year get cut
and issues like this escalate into a major
problem,” Lee said. “As a property owner
and ataxpayer, I’ m asking you to approve
the funding to replace the bridge.”

Lee also added, “until | see something
inwriting,” verifying the funding from the
state is there, she will remain “doubtful "

“1’'ve heard support inthepast,” Leesaid.

According to Finance Director Jeff
Jylkka, the resolution will now be sent to
the Town Council and will be part of the
agenda at its regular meeting, Tuesday,
May 10, at 6:30 p.m. at East Hampton High
School.




Hebron Budget Passes by Narrow Margin

by Courtney Parent

Despite concerns over a4.56 percent tax in-
crease, voters passed a $34.09 million budget
for the 2011-12 fiscal year at referendum Tues-
day.

The approved spending package represents
a$429,024, or 1.27 percent, increase over the
current year’s budget.

Thevotewas close, with amargin of just 49;
503 taxpayers were in favor of the budget and
454 were against it. The Capital Improvement
Project (CIP) budget of $626,627 was also
passed, by aslightly larger margin of 548 ‘yes
votesto 409 ‘no’ votes.

Town Manager Bonnie Therrien said shewas
happy that the budget was able to pass on its
first attempt. She added that the $34.09 million
would allow the town to operate efficiently,
without making any decreases to services.

“| feel that the town can keep delivering the
services at the same level we are now, whichis
important to our residents,” Therrien said.

There werejust 959 votes cast in thisyear's
referendum. According to Therrien, the town
has approximately 6,500 registered voters. This
translatesto aturnout rate of just 15 percent. It
is aso just over 50 percent of the 1,700 who
came out to vote at thefirst budget referendum
in 2010. (Last year's budget went to referen-

dum three times before it was passed; the mul-
tiple referendums were primarily due to con-
cerns about the Board of Education expanding
itsall-day kindergarten program.)

Therrien said she was disappointed with the
decreased voter turnout, noting that many indi-
viduals don’'t have the opportunity to vote on
their town’s budget.

“Hebron is one of those communitieswhere
people can actually vote for a budget, some-
thing citizensin other townswould loveto have
the ability to do,” said Therrien. “1 was hoping
more people would utilize their right to vote.”

Board of Selectmen Chairman Jeffrey Waitt
attributed the small voter turnout and the close
voteto the public’sdissatisfaction with the bot-
tom line and tax increase imposed by the bud-
get.
“1 think the low count and the closeness in
the count was an indication to me that people
probably weren’t happy with the overall bot-
tomline,” Watt said. “ They were probably tol-
erant withit, only becausewefocused on azero
percent salary increase, CIP and Open Space.”

In Therrien's initial budget proposal, Open
Space Land Acquisition funding was reduced
from the current year’s $100,000 to $25,000.

After much budget deliberation the Board of
Selectmen decided to keep Open Space fund-
ing at itscurrent level of $100,000, amove sev-
eral residents applauded at a public hearing on
the budget last month. CIP funding was also
kept steady, at $626,627.

One of those casting their votes on Tuesday
afternoon wasresident Ray Bieri. Bieri wasone
of few during the afternoon rush who said he
would be casting his vote in favor of the bud-
get. Bieri, aman of few words, said simply that
the budget was what was “necessary to keep
thingsgoing.”

Though therewaslittle comment on the bud-
get throughout the budget process at various
meetings and the public hearing, there was con-
cern stirring over the almost 5 percent tax in-
crease, which several voters pointed to upon
entering and exiting the polls.

Resident Mike Pagach said he was voting
against the budget because of the tax increase.
He pointed to his personal philosophy that if
he worked hard, paid his bills and voted, it
would pay off in the long run.

“1 trusted those el ected to do the right thing
and they didn’t,” said Pagach. “It's my own
fault; | should've paid closer attention.”

Pagach continued on to give afew words of
wisdom.

“Let megiveyou apieceof advice,” hesaid.
“Pay attention to what the elected officials do
as opposed to what they say.”

Resident Gary Lemire aso cast his vote
against the budget, describing a lack of infor-
mation provided to residents as “ upsetting.”

“Thebudget just continuesto skyrocket, with
few services,” said Lemire. “I don't see what
I’'m getting in return.”

Lemire went on to point to the significant
amount of money he pays in taxes per year,
which would now beincreased.

“1’m paying over $10,000 ayear and I’ m not
adoctor,” Lemire said.

Another registered voter, who wished to re-
main anonymous, felt strongly against the bud-
get.
“The people who are running this town are
forcing alot of people out of it because of their
lies and bulls—t,” he said upon entering the
polls.

Ultimately, while the budget did pass, Watt
said that he feels that the town’s next budget
needs to be one where the revenues and ex-
penses are “morein line”

Emotions Fly High at Marlborough WPCA Meeting

by Katy Nally

The Water Pollution Control Authority be-
grudgingly passed adraft Operation and Main-
tenance budget Wednesday, which will be fi-
nalized at a public hearing.

“1 recommend we take it to atown hearing,
but I’m not in favor of it,” WPCA member Bill
Lardi said. “I’m gonna go down fighting it.”

The total O&M budget, using about
$150,000 of the credit from East Hampton, is
$252,324. A charge for one Equivalent Dwell-
ing Unit will just about double, going from $375
to $562.

Thevote was 4-1, Bill LaPoint was against.

At the public hearing, which has not yet been
scheduled, residents will have their chance to
voice opinions about the O& M budget and the
WPCA will take a vote afterward.

However, residents in attendance Wednes-
day said they might as well speak out earlier
than the upcoming WPCA hearing, and band
together at Monday’s town meeting where se-
lectmen will present the overall town budget of
$21.13 million.

“Everyonein the sewer district hasgot to be
there hollerin’ and screamin’ to vote their bud-
get down,” Lardi said.

But, Board of Finance member Cliff Denniss
pointed out, Monday’s meeting is not exactly a
forumfor public comment, asit’snot even listed

on the agenda. Still, residents will be able to
vote for or against the overall budget.

“1 think everybody here needs to be at that
meeting,” resident Victor Battaglioli said. “ You
gotta go there Monday and defeat that budget.
... The only alternative we got is to shoot this
budget down.”

The magjority of residents in attendance, as
well as several WPCA members, spoke out
against the approximately $80,000 for legal
fees. The “professiona services’ lineitemin-
creased from $12,500 for thisfiscal year to the
proposed $87,500.

LaPoint said he would only approve a 10
percent increase in legal fees, keeping in line
with how the rest of the budget numbers fluc-
tuated.

Town Planner Peter Hughes said if the
WPCA under-funds that line item, it's essen-
tially saying to the courts, “we are not gonna
defend these suits”

In December of last year, seven lawsuitswere
filed against the WPCA, alleging the benefit
assessmentswere “ unreasonable.” (In addition
tothe O&M chargeper EDU, each EDU isa so
charged ayearly benefit assessment of $603 for
20 years.) Two of the suits, one from Country
Barn Propertiesand the other fromNRBZ LLC,
name the town of Marlborough as defendants

aong with the WPCA; however, First Select-
man Bill Black has said he would ook to se-
cure asummary judgment to remove the town
from these two suits.

Resident Siobhan Peng said thelevy of legal
feesonly on sewer district residentswas“ ahuge
due process violation.”

In this case, if residents sue the WPCA,
they’re not only funding their legal costs, but
also the WPCA's. And, in America's lawsuit-
happy society, Peng said, this was a possibil-
ity.

Resident Stacey Francoline, whoisalso one
of the seven plaintiffs suing the WPCA, ques-
tioned why WPCA memberseventhink they're
“responsible for legal fees”

“[Black] signed that agreement,” she said.

Resident Amy Traversa presented a letter
from the WPCA's attorney, Branse, Willis &
Knapp, dated Aug. 20, 2009, that shows Black
accepted “municipal legal servicestothe Town
of Marlborough” from that firm for $145 per
hour.

LaPoint said so far only the lawsuits have
been discussed with Branse, Willis & Knapp.

While the WPCA didn’t agree on anew fig-
ure for the professional services line item
(which includeslegal fees), Lardi did mention
the possibility of increasing sewer taxes for

Another STEAP Round for Upcoming Fiscal Year

by Katy Nally

STEAP funding has once again made it on
the selectmen’s agenda, and was discussed at a
Tuesday meeting.

The Office of Policy and Management an-
nounced it is now accepting applications for
STEAP (Small Town EconomicAssi stance Pro-
gram) for the 2011-12 fiscal year, with adead-
line of June 23. A total of $20 million has been
allocated for thisround and about 100 commu-
nities are eligible to receive funding.

In 2009, the town was awarded $250,000
from STEAP. The grant was originally meant
to fund renovation plans of the Richmond Me-
morial Library; however, without having dol-
lars alocated for engineering and design, the
$250,000 went toward site work outside theli-
brary.

The following year, Marlborough was
awarded a $150,000 STEAP grant to be used

to construct sidewalks downtown.

Whileit was not decided Tuesday if thetown
would apply for aSTEAP grant for the upcom-
ing fiscal year, First Selectman Bill Black asked
hisboard to compileinput to be discussed | ater
at a special meeting.

When the Board of Selectmen was discuss-
ing which projects should receive the 2010
STEAP grant, the library renovation and side-
walks were the top two ideas. Also discussed
were replacing the bath house at Lake
Terramuggus, installing roads that lead to the
business park and creating a public well in the
town center.

At Tuesday’s meeting of the Board of Se-
lectmen, Black gave an overview of how the
STEAPfunding would coincide with the Small
Cities grant that will be used to make Rich-
mond Memorial Library compliant with Ameri-

cans with Disabilities Act guidelines.

The Small Cities grant applicationisdueto
the state on June 3.

In total, he estimated the library renovation
would cost about $830,000, and would use the
2009 STEAP grant of $250,000 for foundation
site work, creating a dormer on the cemetery
sideand completing sidewal ksaround the build-
ing.

The maximum awarded from Small Cities,
and what the town plans on applying for, is
$750,000.

As the project nears the end, Black noted
there would be a financial “gap” of about
$100,000, which, he said, could be funded
through more grants, fundraisers or taxes.

“Wewill go asfar aswe canwith thedollars
that have been made availabletous,” Black said.

With the library renovation, construction of

town institutions including the senior center,
town hall and elementary schoal.

These three buildings combined equal 47
EDUs—41.5 for the school, 2.7 for the senior
center and 2.8 for town hall.

Lardi said he'sheard from town officialsthat
“we have theright to tax.”

However, WPCA Chair Jack Murray cau-
tioned, “I have afeeling that increase is going
tocometoagrinding halt...if they’rehitwitha
huge increase”

“1 don’'t know what other option there is,’
Lardi retorted.

Whilethe WPCA questioned what would be
an “unreasonable” amount to tax institutions,
residents said the proposed $562 per EDU lev-
ied against them is aready unreasonable.

Taxing town buildings, “That's your lever-
age,” resident Dennis Hawrylko emphasized.

“You guys are going to be forced to tax the
institutionsin town —and let them eat that,” he
said. “Thefightisn't over.”

The annual town meeting will be held Mon-
day, May 9, at 7 p.m. at Elmer Thienes-Mary
Hall Elementary School.

The next regularly scheduled WPCA meet-
ing will be Thursday, June 9, at 7 p.m. at Town
Hall.

In Marlborough

sidewalks, including those on Jones Hollow,
Cheney and East Hampton roads, will be
pushed off, Black said. Funding for that project
will now come from the 2010 STEAP grant of
$150,000. This way, Black said, construction
vehicles coming in to renovate the library will
not damage newly laid sidewalks.

“You don't want to put in sidewaksand ruin
them,” selectwoman Riva Clark said.

Thelibrary board signed off on engineering
plans last month that show an addition to the
right side of the building, opposite School
Drive. Proposed changesto thelibrary include
ahandicapped-accessibleelevator and staircase,
handi capped-accessible restrooms on the sec-
ond floor, widened doorwaysto the staff kitchen
and workstations, and a second egress with a
ramp on the Main Street side.



Burbank TopsHaverl in Andover First Selectman Race

by Courtney Parent

The people have
spoken and Republican
incumbent Bob
Burbank will continue |
hisreign asfirst select-
man. On Monday, vot-
ersvisited the pollsto
give Burbank aprevail-
ing 481 votes over his |
Democratic opponent
Julia Haverl, who re-
ceived 311 votes. i

When asked if he "
was surprised by the
outcomeor nervousleading up to the announce-
ment, Burbank expressed confidence, saying
that he had expected to get re-elected. He said
that many people had come up to him prior to
theelectionto let him know they would be giv-
ing himtheir support inthefirst selectman race.

“It does feel nice to be appreciated for the
work that we' ve done and to know theresidents
are aware of the conditions | cameinto and to-
tally turned the town around,” Burbank said,
“as far as financial controls and expenditures
go.”

Though she was hopeful, Haverl said she
knew shewasin for achallenge, asit would be
a “tough job” running against an incumbent.
Saying that she never thought shewasa* shoe-
in.”

“I"'m still interested in road repairs, devel op-
ment of the ball fields, supporting the volun-
teer firedepartment and | am very interested in
whatever we can do for the seniors” Haverl
said. “I’mpragmaticand | liketowork for com-
promises. Also | do appreciate al thefolksthat
did support me.”

Resident TeresaMurdock was one of the 481
residents who supported Burbank during the
election. Upon leaving the polls Monday,
Murdock said though sheisnormally aDemo-
crat, her vote went to Burbank, due to thework
he did after taking over for former first
selectwoman Charlene Barnett, who resigned
amid allegations of financial misappropriation.

Burbank has*“beenin office and straightened
out themess,” said Murdock. “| felt bad for him
taking over when he did, with the town in the
condition that it was”

Resident Tom Anderson also said while ex-

Bob Burbank

iting the polls that he had cast his vote for
Burbank.

“| think he's done a great job,” said Ander-
son, who added with a laugh, “And interest-
ingly enough | sold him his house”

Anderson said the house was originaly his
parents, then he lived there before selling it to
Burbank and his wife Marie when they were
just “acouple of young kids.”

The town has 2,201 registered voters: 707
Democrats, 527 Republicans, 951 unaffiliated
and 16 “ other.” Of those 2,201 voters, 808 came
out to vote in thisyear’s election, for aturnout
rate of 37 percent. This was a significant in-
crease over thelast municipal electionin 2009,
when just 505 votes were cast.

Municipal Agent Cathy Palazzi credited this
tothefact that thefirst selectman chair was be-
ing challenged this year, as last year Burbank
ran unopposed.

“There'sareally great turnout,” Palazzi said
Monday at the polls. “With people vying for a
titleit’sjust more interesting.”

In this year’s election, there were just four
boards which were contested: Board of Select-
men, Board of Finance, Zoning Board of Ap-
pedls Alternate and RHAM Board of Educa
tion.

Resident Gerry Hardisty said he was a bit
“disappointed” that thereweren’t more choices.
When asked if hewould ever consider running,
Hardisty said hewould consider running some-
day, but never thinks of it early enough.

“1 actually didn’t votefor alot because there
were only three names and it said pick three,”
said Hardisty.

Re-elected to the Board of Selectmen were
Republicans Jay Linddy and Cathy Desrosiers,
and Democrat Elaine Buchardt. Although
Haverl lost theracefor first selectman, she did
receive enough votes to be offered a position
onthe Board of Selectmen and accepted it. She
replaces Democrat LindaAnn Knowlton, who
wasthelowest vote-getter of the selectmen can-
didates.

“1 look forward to serving on afull board,”
Haverl said. “I will represent issues that sup-
portersthat voted for me are passionate about.”

Turning to the Board of Finance, it was close
to a GOP sweep, with the three receiving the
most votes being members of the Republican
Party. LindaFish saw the most supporterswith

Andover saw a high turnout for this year’s municipal election, as 37 ercent of

registered voters, like the ones shown here, cast ballots Monday. Receiving just
over 60 percent of the votes was incumbent First Selectman Bob Burbank.

592 votes. Also elected were Republican Ted
Sakelarakis and Republican David Gostanian.
Dennis Foran was the sole Democrat elected
to the board.

Those chosen for the position of Zoning
Board of Appeals Alternate were Republican
Kara Sakelarakis and Democrat James
McCann.

Those chosen to serve on the RHAM Board
of Education werethe unaffiliated Ken Leeand
Republican Danny Holtsclaw.

Linddy proved to be a town favorite, as he
aso pulled in the largest numbers among the
candidates for the local Board of Education,
with 496 votes. Linddy was followed by Re-
publican Sharyn Keeney with 354 votes, Demo-
crat Cathy Danielczuk with 343 and Democrat
Kimberly Hawes with 301.

Murdock said that, as was the case with
Burbank, shealso felt strongly about voting for

Linddy.

“Linddy has contributed alot to the town of
Andover and I've actual ly always supported him
sincel moved here,” Murdock said, noting that
she moved to town seven years ago.

Burbank said he plans to continue what he
has been doing in office to keep the town fi-
nancialy sound and to improve the life of its
residents.

“I’m pretty much going to continuewhat I’ ve
doneto keep taxes down and | ook for additional
ways to get revenue,” said Burbank. “I’m go-
ing to work with all the boards and commis-
sionsto try to improve the overall community
life”

The election results will take effect with the
start of the next fiscal year on July 1. The cur-
rent members of the boards and commissions
will remain until then.

$10.60 Million Budget Headsto Referendum in Andover

by Courtney Parent

Residents voted 32-3 Wednesday to send a
proposed $10.60 million 2011-12 budget to ref-
erendum later thus month.

A brief overview of the budget was given
before residents voted. Outlining the bottom
line was Board of Finance Chairwoman Cathy
Desrosiers, who explained that the $10.60 mil-
lionisa2.03 percent, or $210,739, increase over
the current year spending.

Desrosiers explained that there is approxi-
mately $2.58 million in anticipated revenue,
which makes the actual net operating budget
$8.02 million. On top of that, there is an addi-
tional $323,288 in budget offsets, which makes
the total amount of the budget to be funded by
taxation approximately $7.74 million. This
would make the anticipated mill rate 27.60, or
a zero percent tax increase.

Upon noting the $120,000 put in the budget
to be used toward road improvements resident
Priscilla Carroll posed a question, asking who

decides what roads get to be fixed and when.
Carroll said that shelived on Lake Road, which
is“in the worst condition of all” and pays the
highest taxes.

First Selectman Bob Burbank explained that
drainage issues need to be addressed with the
roads prior to paving. He said that the specific
plans to improve Lake Road had been sent in
early last year, but were not returned until the
fall. He said now they are just waiting for
schools to be out for summer, so there will be
less school bus traffic and interruption during
paving.

Also included in the budget is a $4.08 mil-
lion Board of Education budget, which repre-
sents a miniscule 0.21 percent, or $8,693, in-
crease over the current budget.

The largest increase found in the proposed
budget liesin the insurance lineitem. Thereis
a7.36 percent, or $43,225 increase, due prima-
rily to a$21,603 increase to medical insurance

and a$22,618 increase to municipal retirement
benefits.

The largest proposed decrease is a $29,261
drop in special education consultant fees that
have been reduced as a result of two specia
education students moving out of Andover. The
students moving out of the school means two
full-time teaching positions can be reduced to
part-time.

Some of the major assumptionsthat the bud-
get was based on include a decrease in overall
student enrollment, no unantici pated major ex-
penditures and that any federal or state grants
will be utilized to offset expenses for profes-
sional development, special education, technol-
ogy and curriculum improvement.

The proposed 0.21 percent increaseisby far
the smallest budget increase in over a half de-
cade. During the last six years, the smallest in-
crease (until now) was 1.91 percent, or $76,409,
for the 2010-11 budget, with the largest being

8.35 percent, or $273,842, in the 2005-06 bud-
get.

Lessthan 30 minutes after receiving the ba-
sicinformation from Desrosiersand being given
handouts of both the town budget and the Board
of Education budget, Municipal Agent Cathy
Palazzi made her way around the room to hand
out the ballots.

Whilewaiting for the ballots to be collected
and tallied up, Board of SelectmenVice Chair-
man Jay Linddy invited everyoneto attend his
play, The Legend of Captain Smith, which will
takeplacethisFriday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
at Andover Elementary School. He got a few
laughs from the crowd, adding that those com-
ing would be in good company as Thomas
Jefferson, Betsy Ross and otherswould “all be
there” too.

The $10.60 million budget isnow being sent
to referendum on Tuesday, May 17, from6am.-
8 p.m. inthe community room of the Town Hall.



Residents Pass RHAM'’s $24.65 Million Budget

by Courtney Parent

The $24.65 million RHAM middle and high
school budget for the 2011-12 fiscal year passed
by a notable margin of 297 votes on Tuesday.

Out of the overall vote count of 1,467, there
were 882 votes cast in favor of the budget and
585 cast against it.

The budget represents a $432,845, or 1.79
percent, increase over current year spending.

According to Superintendent of SchoolsBob
Siminski, he, along with other members of the
Board of Education, were patiently waiting by
the phone when the results came in Tuesday
evening. Asthevotescamein Siminski recalled
he wasn't positive whether the budget would
pass, as there had been little public comment.

“1 think people were unsure what to expect
because usually there are alot of letters going
back and forth and therewasn’t that discussion
within the community thisyear,” Siminski said
Thursday. “We al want to be sensitive to the
needs and wishes of community, but there was
asilence”

Once the results came in, Siminski, along
with membersof theBoard of Education, shared
amoment of relief.

“Everybody was very happy that the budget
passed and that we could go forward with the
programwe proposed,” Siminski said. “We saw

Portland

by Joshua Anusewicz

The Board of Selectmen passed aresolution
at its Wednesday meeting to replace a police
vehicle that was totaled during a chase last
month.

A 2008 Chevrolet Impala, driven by Officer
Dan Knapp, wastotaled after it was repeatedly
rammed by a stolen vehicle during a chase
through Portland and Middletown on Friday,
April 22. The car wasdriven by ljeboi Holmes,
of New Haven, who escaped from a halfway
house and stole the car from a friend in West
Haven. Holmes faces multiple chargesasare-
sult of the chase, including four counts of as-
sault on a police officer.

No officers sustained injuries during the in-
cident.

$29.82 Million

by Joshua Anusewicz

The Portland budget referendum has been set
for Monday, May 9, following a lightly-at-
tended town meeting this past Monday. The
polls will be open from 6 am.-8 p.m., at the
Portland Senior Center at 7 Waverly Avenue.

Taxpayers will vote on a proposed 2011-12
town budget of $29.82 million, whichincludes
$11.73 million for the general government bud-
get and $18.10 million for the Board of Educa
tion budget, a zero percent increase from the
2010-11 fiscal year. If the budget passes, the
mill rate would go up 0.35 millsto 28.15.

Only 16 residentswereon hand for Monday’s
meeting, the majority of whom weretown offi-
cials or members of the boards of selectmen
and education. First Selectwoman Susan
Bransfield said she was “ disappointed, but not
surprised,” as few residents have spoken out

it asavote of confidence.”

Voting was held in various locations in all
three contributing towns: Hebron, Andover, and
Marlborough. Hebron brought in the largest
vote count of the three towns, with 957 voters
coming out to the polls. However, the largest
voter turnout also brought the lowest percent-
agein favor of the budget, with around 55 per-
cent or 527 residentsvoting in favor of the bud-
get and 45 percent or 430 residents voting
against it.

Andover tallied 66 percent of voters support-
ing the budget. There were 189 votes cast in
favor of the budget and 94 votes against it.
Showing the most support through the small-
est voter turnout was Marlborough receiving
166 “yes’ votes, or 72 percent, with 61 “no”
votes.

Last year when the RHAM budget was ap-
proved, there were 1,195 “yes” votes and 988
“no” votes for a total of 2,183, meaning the
voter turnout dropped tremendously this year.

Siminski credited this to aline of constant
communication between the RHAM Board of
Education and the general public. Siminski
pointed specifically to the board’ s effortsto hold
meetings in each of the towns and post every-
thing on the board’ swebsite. Siminski also said

According to Lt. Ron Milardo, the vehicle
will bereplaced by a2011 Ford Crown Victoria
PolicelInterceptor. Milardo said that the cost of
the vehicle will be $21,330, which he added
was “agreat deal.” Milardo also said that an-
other police vehicle, an SUV, suffered $5,000
worth of damage but will be repaired.

Intheresolution, it states that the Connecti-
cut Interlocal Risk Management Agency will
provide insurance proceeds of $14,375, an ad-
ditional $6,000isavailablefromthetown’sSale
of Surplus Property, and $3,155 will be trans-
ferred from the Budget Expenditure Account
to cover the cost of the vehicle.

The remaining $2,200 will be used to pay

that the RHAM Board of Education aims to
have ample “availability” and show “transpar-
ency” in everything it does.

“We can take the silence as approval or dis-
approval,” Siminski said. “1 think the commu-
nity saw us as being sensitive to the economic
times.”

The$24.65 million budget takesinto account
increased enrollment numbers for both high
school and middle school special education, as
well as general high school enrollment that is
predicted to go up by approximately 70 stu-
dents.

It alsoincludesanincreased cost of both hest-
ingoil at $2.55 agallon and busfuel at $2.59 a
galon.

Asin past years, the mgjority of thelevy will
be placed on Hebron. For the 2011-12 year,
54.22 percent or $13.36 million goesto Hebron,
29.18 percent or $7.19 million goes to
Marlborough and 16.6 percent or $4.09 million
goesto Andover.

Towns' levies are calculated based on pro-
jected enrollment numbers. Hebron’s projected
enrollment is 957, Marlborough is projected at
515 and Andover at 293.

While many coming out to Hebron Elemen-
tary School to cast their votes on Tuesday ex-

for the transfer of equipment from the totaled
vehicle to the new vehicle.
* k% %

Also at Wednesday’smeeting, the selectmen
scheduled apublic hearing for later thismonth
todiscussaSmall CitiesBlock Grant that would
provide funding for needed repairs at Quarry
Heights, astate-funded public housing complex
located on Main Street.

Members of the Portland Housing Author-
ity have asked the town for permission to ap-
ply for the grant, which could provide up to
$700,000 in funding for repairs and upgrades.

The main upgrade that needs to be made,
according to First Selectwoman Susan

pressed strong feelings against the Hebron town
budget, the outlook was a bit more positive
when individuals were questioned about how
they felt about the RHAM budget. (A full story
about the Hebron budget appears on page 22.)

Upon entering the polls, resident Ray Bieri
said he was voting in favor of the RHAM bud-
get. Bieri said his “yes’ vote was based upon
what is needed at the school. While Bieri does
not have any children attending RHAM at this
time, he does have two on their way, one at-
tending Hebron Elementary and one at Gilead.

Likewise, resident Gary Lemirealso said he
was casting hisvotein favor of the RHAM bud-
get, though he admitted he is somewhat preju-
dice when it comes to this particular vote, as
hiswifeisaschool teacher.

“The budget keeps getting slashed,” Lemire
said, “teachers’ jobs are getting cut and para-
professionalsaretaking thoseregular full-time
positions because they can pay them minimum
wage. I've got areal problem with that.”

The Board of Education’s next meeting is
scheduled for May 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the
RHAM High School chorus room, at which
time members will have to vote to accept the
$24.65 million budget.

Selectmen to Replace Totaled Police Car

Bransfield, is a new fire protection system.
Bransfield said Thursday that the fire marshal
has asked for the upgrades to be made, which
would cost roughly $171,000.

The Portland Housing Authority says that
they currently don’'t have enough money to
cover the upgrades, mostly dueto residents not
paying their rent, Bransfield said. The grant
would allow the needed upgrades and would
be at no cost to the town.

The Portland Housing A uthority has agreed
to pay for the grant writer and the architect,
Bransfield said.

The public hearing will be held on May 25
at 7 p.m. at Portland Library, 20 FreestoneAve.

Budget Headed to Referendum in Portland

during budget deliberations in the past month.

Although displeased by the turnout,
Bransfield said sheisoptimistic the budget will
pass.
“Thisisthe best budget we can put forward
right now,” Bransfield said Wednesday. “Most
of the residents I’ ve spoken with say the bud-
get isreasonable and | think it will pass.”

The proposed budget includes an $895,000
|ease-to-purchase plan that would provide fund-
ing for new emergency vehicles, dump trucks
and plows for the highway department and a
new roof for the Portland Public Library. Dur-
ing budget deliberations, the Board of Select-
men approved the lease and agreed to pay it off
over five years, which Finance Director Tom
Robinson recommended to keep the yearly mill
rate lower.

At the town meeting, resident Don Bascom
questioned the timing of the lease due to the
economic climate. Two selectmen, John Ander-
son and Carl Chudzik, had similar concerns
during budget deliberations and voted against
the proposed | ease.

“A number of people are wondering if [the
lease] is a necessity at the moment,” Bascom
said Thursday. Bascom agreed that the roof
needs to be replaced, but suggested that the
lease be split so that the roof, which will cost
$300,000, is funded this year and the equip-
ment upgrades be put off until next year.

“1 just don’t want the town to be on the hook
for an extra $600,000 if the economy turns
down,” said Bascom, who added that he will
vote against the budget.

During budget deliberations, membersof the

Portland Police Department and Director of
Public Works Rick Kelsey stressed the need to
replace existing equipment that isin poor shape.
Bransfield has supported the lease and said
Wednesday that existing vehicles will be used
as “back-ups’ or will be sold to help makein-
terest payments on the lease.

The only other resident who spoke at the
town meeting was Karen Johansmeyer, who
asked that funding for music programs at the
schools to “remain as steady as possible” and
was satisfied to hear that the education budget
would remain the same.

“It's great to hear children have the chance
to learn different aspects of music,” said
Johansmeyer, who is afife player. “If they are
interested in music, they need the ability to
nurture and devel op their abilities.”

by Joshua Anusewicz

East Hampton Police arrested a sixth, and
final person in a case involving a series of
bombs planted around town last year.

Andre Marie Galanto, 19, of 68 Abbey Rd.,
wasarrested on April 23 for theillegal manu-
facturing of bombs, conspiracy to commit the
illegal manufacturing of bombs, third-degree
criminal mischief, and second-degree breach
of peace, police said.

According to Sgt. Garritt Kelly, this was
the final suspect in the case, where bombs
were crafted from household cleaners and
placed in mailboxesand trashcans around the
town.

Last Suspect Arrested in
East Hampton Bomb I nvestigation

While some of the mailboxes were dam-
aged, none of the bombs caused any injuries.

In connection with the case, two 17-year-
oldsfrom East Hampton werearrested on Feb.
14, two 16-year-olds were arrested in Janu-
ary after aroutinetraffic stop, and CharlesR.
Mauri Jr., 18, was arrested on Feb. 11, after
the investigation, according to police.

All of the suspects were charged with ille-
ga manufacturing of bombs, conspiracy to
commit the illegal manufacturing of bombs,
third-degree criminal mischief, and second-
degree breach of peace, police said.

An Andover woman was transported to
Hartford Hospital Sunday, May 1, after hit-
ting atree, State Police said.

Ashley Robbins, 23, was traveling north-
bound on Portland Road just south of North
Main Street, when she failed to negotiate a

Driver Hospitalized After
Striking Treein Marlborough

curve in the road, struck a metal guy wire
and then atree, police said.

Robbins had minor lacerations and bruises
and was transported viaMarlborough ambu-
lance, police said.

Her 1997 Honda A ccord was total ed.

Marlborough

Police News
4/27: Jessica Gallagher, 33, of 326 Norwich
Rd., Plainfield, was charged with second-de-
gree larceny, State Police said.
4/27: Wesley Zaino, 22, of 22 Oak Rd., was
charged with two counts of failure to appear,
State Police said.

Portland Police News

4/27: A 14-year-old male was arrested for
sixth-degree larceny, Portland Police said.

4/30: Marc Rondinone, 27, of 262 Woodbury
Cir., Middletown, was charged with misuse of
plates, insufficient insurance, traveling too fast
for conditions, and operating an unregistered
motor vehicle, police said.



by Joshua Anusewicz

A Portland man who state police said is
responsible for killing two women when he
drove the wrong way on Interstate 84 in East
Hartford last year has been charged with ve-
hicular manglaughter.

Jamison Coppolino, 32, of 48 Rose Hill
Rd., was arrested on April 18 and faces two
counts of second-degree vehicular man-
slaughter while under the influence of alco-
hol/drugswith no intent, two counts of negli-
gent homicide with amotor vehicle, and sev-
eral other driving offenses.

According to an affidavit from the Con-
necticut State Police, Coppolino was travel-
ing east on thewestbound side of 1-84 at 12:30
am. on June 27, 2010, when his Nissan
Maxima struck a Nissan Altima head-on in
the HOV lane. Witnesses said that Coppolino
was driving upwards of 90 miles per hour.

The driver, Evelyn Velazquez, 33, of
Glastonbury, and the front passenger, Linda
Santana, 33, of Hartford, died in the crash. A
third passenger, Stefanie Taylor, 32, of
Windsor, was aso injured in the crash and
underwent extensive medical treatments, ac-
cording to the affidavit.

Two occupants of another vehicle, Charisse
Trotman, 24, of Bristol, and Alexis Grajales,
31, of East Hartford, were also injured in the
accident

According to the affidavit, when police ar-

Portland Resident Charged with
Manslaughter in 2010 Crash

rived on the scene and questioned Coppolino,
he claimed he was not the driver, even though
he was the only occupant of the vehicle. The
affidavit states Coppolino had “ bloodshot and
glassy eyes’ and his breath smelled of alco-
hol. Testslater showed hisblood alcohol level
to be 0.16, twice the legal limit.

Coppolino wastaken to Hartford Hospital
and treated for injuries, the affidavit states.
Whilethere, he admitted to driving thewrong
way on the highway, but told policethat, upon
realizing he was doing this, he panicked and
did not know what to do. He a'so told police
he drank beers earlier, and had stopped two
hours before the crash, according to the affi-
davit.

Coppolino hasa so been charged with sec-
ond-degree assault with amoator vehiclewhile
under theinfluence of acohoal, drugsor both,
driving under the influence, reckless driving
inexcessof 85 milesper hour, failureto drive
inthe proper lane and driving the wrong way
on adivided highway. He posted the $100,000
bond and was arraigned on Tuesday. He is
scheduled to enter his pleaat Middlesex Su-
perior Court on Tuesday, June 7 at 10 am.

When asked this week why it took almost
ayear to arrest Coppolino, Lt. Paul Vance, a
spokesperson for the State Police, said thein-
vestigation was“along process,” that he said
included theinvolvement of “interviews, law-
yers and the accident reconstruction unit.”

Colchester

4/18: Around noon, $140.42 worth of Red
Bull was stolen from the Stop & Shop on
Linwood Avenue, State Police said. The case
isunder investigation.

4/18: Justin Person, 27, of 225 Mack Rd.,
Lebanon, was charged with sixth-degree lar-
ceny and breach of peace, State Police said.

4/18: Around 6:24 p.m. a white, heavyset
male wearing an orange long-sleeved shirt and
black hat was seen leaving the Stop & Shop on
Linwood Avenue carrying unpaid baby formula
and candy, State Police said. The suspect was
dropped off in alarge red van or SUV. Anyone
with more information is asked to contact
Trooper Yvette Dziewa at 860-537-7500 ext.
4021.

4/19: Thomas and Melissa Caster, 37 and 30
respectively, both of 200 Old Hartford Rd., were
both charged with risk of injury to a minor,
Colchester Police said.

4/19: Kristoffer Sypher, 30, of 43 Antioch
Rd., was charged with DUI, driving without in-
surance, operating an unregistered vehicle, pos-
session of less than four ounces of marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia,
Colchester Police said.

4/20: Alan Schaffer, 55, of 21 Blackledge
Rd., was charged with third-degree assault and
disorderly conduct, Colchester Police said.

4/22: Thomas Pedevillano, 59, of 51 Blue
Heron Dr., East Hampton, was charged with
DUl andfailureto drivein the proper lane, State
Police said.

4/26: Patrick James Burdo, 22, of 139 West
High St., East Hampton, was charged with vio-
lating state park regulations, crimina imper-
sonation and interfering with an officer,

Police News

Colchester Police said.

4/26: Stephen Labonosky, 46, of 55
McDonald Rd., was charged with evading and
improper parking, State Police said.

4/26: Daniel Baldis, 19, of 52 Heather Ln.,
North Granby, was charged with third-degree
larceny and having a defective windshield,
Colchester Police said.

4/26: Samantha Dagesse, 21, of 35 Ginger
Ln.,Apt. 134, East Hartford, was charged with
possession of lessthan four ounces of marijuana
and third-degreelarceny, Colchester Policesaid.

4/27: Christopher Hanrahan, 28, of 279 Old
Salem Rd., Bozrah, was charged with failure
to drive in proper lane and DUI, State Police
said.

4/29: Troy Sanborn, 23, of 4 Hillside Ct.,
Norwich, was charged with failureto renew reg-
istration, possession of less than four ounces
of marijuana, prohibited dumping and interfer-
ing with an officer, State Police said.

5/1: Gail Fisher, 55, of 25 Bass Lake Rd.,
Amston, was charged with DUI and failure to
grant right of way, Colchester Police said.

5/1: James Amendola, 32, of 10 Walnut St.,
Ivoryton, was charged with failure to carry li-
cense, DUI and failure to drive in proper lane,
State Police said.

5/2: Igor Zacharko, 48, of 32 ClarendonAve.,,
West Hartford, was charged with speeding and
DUI, State Police said.

5/2: MJ Electric on Old Hartford Road was
burglarized some time between May 1 and 2,
Colchester Police said. Power tools and cop-
per wirewere stolen. Theincident remains un-
der investigation.

East Hampton Police News

4/19: Christopher Scaplen, 26, of 17.5Wells
Ave., was arrested for DUI and operating a
motor vehiclewithout alicense, East Hampton
Police said.

4/22: John Crawford IV, 51, of 9 Country
Club Rd., Sprague, was arrested for DUI and
failureto driveright, police said.

4/22: Adrian Johnathan Pompei, 22, of 71
Foxridge Dr., Colchester, wasarrested for DUI,
failure to drive right, possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of heroin and possession
of less than four ounces of marijuana, police
said.

4/23: James Jarzabek Jr5., 21, of Portland,
wasinvolved in aone-car accident, police said.
Jarzabek Jr. was issued a ticket for traveling
too fast for conditions.

4/23: John Ruttuck, 67, of Branford, was
involved in a one-car accident on West High

Street (Route 66) in the area of Keighley Pond
Road, police said. Ruttuck was issued a ticket
for traveling too fast for conditions.

4/23: Kevin James Owens, 29, of 81 Main
St., was arrested for disorderly conduct and
third-degree criminal mischief, police said.

4/24: Megan Lessard, 24, of Fairhaven, VT
and Dsavid Guerette, 53, of East Hampton, were
involved in atwo-car accident at the intersec-
tion of Route 16 and Route 196, police said.
Lessard wasissued asummons for operating a
motor vehicle without insurance and a warn-
ing for making arestricted turn.

4/25: Eckhard Wartig, 66, of East Hampton,
and William Carlevale, 55, of East Hampton,
were involved in a two-ar accident on Main
Street, police said. Carlevalewasissued asum-
monsfor operating amotor vehiclewithout in-
surance.

Obituaries

Andover

Grace West Hunderlach

Grace West Hunderlach, 93, passed away
peacefully Wednesday, April 27. She was born
Feb. 10, 1918, in Middletown, to the late Fred
and Lyda (Havens) West. Formerly a longtime
resident of Middletown, she spent her later years
living in Andover and Mansfield.

Gracewas aproud World War |1 veteran, serv-
ing in the U.S. Coast Guard from 1943 to 1946.
She worked as a branch librarian for the Russell
Library, and then as a school librarian and ad-
ministrative assistant at Long Lane School in
Middletown. Grace enjoyed reading and was a
passionate animal lover, and she was never hap-
pier than when shewas curled up withacat and a
good book. Her family and many friends aways
enjoyed her wry sense of humor.

Grace is survived by her daughters and their
spouses, Margaret Busch and her hushand Rich-
ard of Andover, and Amy Hunderlach and her
husband Robert Albert of South Windham; and
granddaughter Bethany Busch of Andover; aswell
as many extended family members and friends.

She was predeceased by her hushand of 52
years, John F. Hunderlach; by her parents; and
by her sisters, AliceMullen of Florence, AL, Dene
Cornwell of East Hampton, and Barbara Henry
of Middletown.

The family would like to thank the nurses and
staff at Mansfield Center for Nursing and Reha-
bilitation for the wonderful care given to Grace
during her stay there.

Memorial observances and burial will be pri-
vate and at the convenience of the family. Dona-
tionsin her memory may be madeto the Andover
Friends of the Library or to Catales, Inc., PO.
Box 901, Middletown, CT 06457.

East Hampton
John A. Prout Jr.

John A. Prout Jr., 71, of East Hampton passed
away peacefully at hishome Sunday, May 1. John
was born July 30, 1939, to Janet (Rathbun) Prout
and the late John A. Prout Sr.

John served inthe U.S. Navy and later worked
as an electrician, carpenter and concrete worker.
He loved farming, the outdoors, and his second
home that he considered Fillmore, NY. He en-
joyed the smple thingsin life: laughing with his
friends at Hometown Garage in Portland, “bend-
ing” anyone's ear who would listen, and joking
around with his great sense of humor. He was a
fan of basketball, football and NASCAR.

John is survived by his mother, Janet Prout of
Boston, MA; sister, Harriet Prout of Boston, MA;
brother, Jerry Prout and wife Karen Donnelly of
Ridgefield; son, Todd Prout and wife Christina
of Stafford Springs; daughter, Holly Russo of
Portland; a step-son, Ronald Terrio of Portland;
grandchildren, Justin Russo, Nicole Russo and
Christopher Terrio; and many nieces and a
nephew.

He also leaves behind his beloved dog Zach, a
German shepherd.

The family would like to send out a heartfelt
‘thank you’ to the nurses who he spoke of with
great fondness at the Dialysis Center in
Middletown. They would also like to thank the
Middlesex Hospice Home Care nursesand CNASs
for their care and compassion.

No services will be held at this time.

Colchester
Rosemay A. Riley

Rosemay A. Riley, 84, of Dorset Road,
Colchester, beloved wife of Harry, passed away
Tuesday morning, May 3, surrounded by her lov-
ing family. Born July 17, 1926, in Burlington,
VT, she was a daughter of the late Arthur and
Rose (Mercier) Destromp.

She will be remembered for her loving devo-
tion to her family.

In addition to her loving husband of 56 years,
sheis survived by five children, Linda Hodge of
Colchester, Debbie Austin of Summerville, SC,
Robert of Leonardo, NJ, Kevin of Ladson, SC,
and Edward of East Hartford, 15 grandchildren;
four great-grandchildren; and numerous extended
family members and friends.

She was predeceased by a son, Patrick; three
sisters, Marie DeRosier, Lucienne Chaseand Elsie
Barkyoumb; and two brothers, Harry and
Raymond.

Friends may call 5-7 p.m. today, May 6, at the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hart-
ford Rd., Colchester. The funeral will assemble
at 10 am. Saturday, May 7, at the funeral home
before the celebration of the funeral liturgy at 11
am. at St. Andrew Church, 128 Norwich Ave.,,
Colchester. Interment will follow in the New St.
Andrew Cemetery, Colchester.

Donations in her memory may be made to
National Kidney Foundation of Connecticut, 2139
Silas Deane Hwy., Rocky Hill, CT 06067 or to
VITAS Hospice, 255 Pitkin St., East Hartford,
CT 06108.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

East Hampton

Doreen Denise Mager

It is with heavy hearts and deep sorrow that
the Mager family announcesthe unexpected pass-
ing of Doreen Denise Mager, 58, of East Hamp-
ton, on Sunday, May 1.

Doreen enjoyed spending timein Vermont with
her partner, Fredrick Lemieux and loved spoiling
her grandchildren. She was a beloved daughter,
proud mother and grandmother, sister, aunt, niece
and friend to many.

Doreen leaves behind her parents, Mike and
Shirley Mager; partner, Fredrick Lemieux; son,
Michael John Salafiaand hiswife, LalenaRivera
Salafia; and her grandchildren Skyler Catherine
Rivera Salafiaand Michael John Sal&fiaJr., whom
she adored. She also leaves behind her sister and
best friend, Kim Mager; niece, Mallory
(Distefano) Adams and her husband, Jeremy
Adams; her beautiful grandniece, Hailey Adams;
aunt, GloriaVanblaricom and her husband Gene
Vanblaricom.

Doreen was predeceased by her grandparents,
Gertrude and Raymond Barbour, and her beloved
grandmother, ClaraMager, with whom she shared
aspecial bond.

A private memorial service will be held at the
convenience of the family. Messages of condo-
lence may be sent to the family at biegafuneral
home.com.

In lieu of flowers, the family would greatly
appreciate donations made in Doreen’s name to
the National Fibromyalgia Association at
firstgiving.com/fundraiser/lalenasal afia.

Colchester
Carolyn Chyinski- Cheney
Carolyn Diane

Chyinski-Cheney, 70, of
Bozrah, beloved wife of
Paul Cheney, slipped
away from this life
Wednesday morning, |
May 4, at home, sur-
rounded by her loving
family.

Born Nov. 26, 1940
in Norwich, she was a
daughter of the late
Stanislaus and Sophie
(Zdunczyk) Jarosz. She
attended Norwich Free Academy with the Class
of 1958.

Carolyn was a successful businesswoman. In
1973, she purchased the former Colchester Mill
Ends. A short timelater after losing her lease, she
founded Colchester Mill Fabrics and moved to
the former location on Broadway in Colchester.
After an arson fire destroyed her businesson June
3, 1997, she decided that she could not disappoint
her customers and decided to reopen. Oneyear to
the day, she reopened Colchester Mill Fabrics at
its present location on Lebanon Avenue.

Through hard work, perseverance and astrong
businessmind, she built the businessinto thelarg-
est independently-owned retail fabric storein New
England. She was also a talented seamstress and
a longtime member of the Home Sewing Asso-
ciation.

Shewas very active and civic-minded, being a
member of the Colchester Business Association
since its inception, the Colchester Rotary Club
for 20 years and was amember and contributor to
the Goodspeed Opera House, as well as being
charitable to numerous other causes.

In her spare time, she was an avid NASCAR
fan and loved traveling, finedining, jigsaw puzzles
and never missed her daily morning ritual of com-
pleting the crossword puzzle and Cryptoquote.
Her quick wit and very dry sense of humor will
be missed by all who so dearly loved her.

In addition to her loving husband of 15 years,
she is survived by four daughters, Deborah
Chyinski of Colchester, Denise Wagner and hus-
band Thomas of Hillsborough, NJ, Cheryl Dolloff
and husband Joseph of Salem and Karen Rochette
and husband Richard of Middletown; nine grand-
children; four great-grandchildren; and numerous
extended family members and friends.

In addition to her parents, shewas predeceased
by her sister, Dorothy Hoyle.

Friends may call from noon-2 p.m. and 6-8
p.m. Monday, May 9, at the Aurora-McCarthy
Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester.
Buria will be private.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory
may be made to the Colchester Food Bank, 128
Norwich Avenue, Colchester, CT 06415.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.




