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power lines on Route 17 in Portland, was not an uncommon sight. Nearly 700,000 CL & P customers across the state lost power as a result of the storm. Photo by Renee

Snyder.

by Courtney Parent

While“Hurricane Irene’” may have been
downgraded to a “tropical storm” by the
time she touched ground in Connecticut,
that does not discount the treacherous path
of destruction she paved as she made her
way through the state this past Sunday,
Aug. 28.

From the time her 70 mph winds and
heavy rains struck the state early Sunday

morning to when she |eft late Sunday af-
ternoon, houses and cars were destroyed,
roads were blocked by trees and debris,
power lines were strewn about like rag
dolls and hundreds of thousands of resi-
dents were left in the dark.

According to Connecticut Light &
Power (CL& P) spokesmanAl Lara, power
outage numbers peaked Sunday evening

Area Fedlslrene sWrath

hitting an all-time high of 671,789 — con-
siderably more than the 477,000 custom-
ers that were left without power when
Hurricane Gloria struck the state in 1985.
However, Lara said the numbers are not a
clear comparison asthe stateismuch more
populated than it was more than two de-
cades ago.

Laraadded that the storms not only dif-

fer in outage numbers but also in style.
Lara said Wednesday that Gloria was a
“fast-moving, dry storm,” while Irene was
“dow moving and very wet.” Additionally,
Larasaid that whilein actuality Hurricane
Irene may not have been as strong a storm
as Gloria, there were sustained winds for
amuch longer period of time.

Seelrene’'sWrath Pages3 and 4
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No Rlvereasttown wasspared from TroplcaJ Storm Irene At |eft, courte:y of Marlborough resident Ken Hjulstrom isapicture of afallen treeleanlng across Route 66.

At right, courtesy of Rivereast reporter Courtney Parent, isa shot of atreethat had fallen on the house of Andover resident Mary Duval. Duval was uninjured when thetree

came tumbling down.

Irene’'sWrath cont. from Front Page

“Onething about Ireneisthat it caused alot
of damage,” said Lara, “but mostly on the east-
ern side of the state, which is less populated
than other areasin the state.”

Though there were record-breaking outage
numbers, Lara said CL&P has also seen
“record-setting restoration” over the past few
days. Sincethetimelrene ceased Sunday, Lara
said CL&P has restored power to over a half
million customers throughout the state.

Asof presstime, therewere 900 crewswork-
ing across the state (500 line crews and 400
tree crews); by this weekend, Lara said that
number will increase to 1,200 crews. Of those
crews currently at work, Larasaid just 203 be-
long to CL&P; the remainder have been con-
tracted from as far north as Vancouver and as
far west as Sesttle.

“The idea is that as soon as work is com-
pleted anywhere those resources are getting
redeployed,” said Lara. “The west side [of the
state] is getting fixed first because there's less
damage. Then those crews will complement
crews already on the east side of the state”

Unfortunately, ascrewsmoveto theeast side
of the state where damageismoreintense, Lara
said the pace will slow.

“Aswe start getting into the next few daysit
will slow down in general,” said Lara, “aswe
will beworking on the most damaged areasand
challenging restorations. Only so quickly we
can move to extricate aline connected atree.”

As of Wednesday, Lara said there were still
approximately 1,000 roads blocked on the east-
ern side of the state. Lara anticipates that out-
age numberswill be down to the final 100,000
by this weekend.

“We remain optimistic,” said Lara, “while
trying to stay as safe as possible.”

According to CL&P's outage report, as of
presstime Rivereast towns varied from just 22
percent without power in Portland to 80 per-
cent without power in Marlborough. Other

" After all the rain associated with Irene, flo

power outage percentages include 48 percent

in Andover, 54 percent in Colchester, 59 per-

cent in East Hampton and 66 percent in Hebron.
* k% %

Marlborough First Selectman Bill Black said
thetown began preparation effortsfor the storm
last Wednesday, Aug. 24. Effortsincluded hav-
ing plow trucks, chainsaws, safety glasses and
helmets available for debris removal and en-
suring that 15 volunteerswere on call and ready
if needed.

“We have done all we can do from a town
perspective,” Black said.

Black added that the town hasbeen utilizing
itsresources, including acommunicationsroom
with aradio link to state offices of Emergency
Management in the town’'s emergency center
in Town Hall.

On Monday morning, after the storm had
passed, Black and Ann Kilby (amember of the
Emergency Operations Team) compiled alist
of al thelocations where damage had been re-
ported. A phone and fax machinein thetown’s
Emergency Operations Center aided the EOT
in sending CL&P alist of outages.

“Weprioritizedwith CL&P...wearehere[in
Town Hall] in case peoplecomein,” Kilby said
Monday.

The biggest crisis referenced by Black was
in regards to Route 66, where fallen trees took
out power from Portland to Hebron. According
to Black, in many spotsfallentreesacross Route
66 laid so high that a car could drive under it,
giving it what he referred to as the “tunnel ef-
fect.” Other locations Black noted where trees
crashed on power lines were North Main and
South Main Street, Finnley Hill, JonesHollow,
Park, Isleib and Buck roads.

According to Black, asthere are“ numerous
treesintertwined with cable,” it isgoing to take
“considerable effort” and be a“slow process”
to get all the roads cleared and get the towns
power back up and running.

ng was next. Shown her

running over Route 17A in Portland. Photo by Renee Snyder.

According to Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall El-
ementary School Principal Scott Nierendorf,
though the first day of school was scheduled
for this past Monday, Aug. 29, that date has
been pushed back to Tuesday, Sept. 6.
Nierendorf said Monday that even if the school
were to regain power this week, buses would
still be unable to make it down many of the
town’s roads due to downed trees and debris.

Though Nierendorf said the “regular chan-
nelsof communication” arenot working, Elmer
Thienes-Mary Hall istrying to get theword out
about closings through an automated message
and a sign on the school’s front door.

As aresult of the 80 percent power outage
in Marlborough, the town requested and re-
ceived Meal Ready to Eat (MRES) and water
from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). Supplies can be picked up
near the school buses opposite Elmer Thienes-
Mary Hall.

* % %

According to Hebron Fire Marshal Randy
Blais, the town was still 100 percent without
power through Monday evening. However,
Tuesday morning, approximately 30 percent of
the town woke up to the sight of bright lights
and the sound of toilets flushing.

Blais said Tuesday that between Public
Works and CL&P, all of the roads had been
opened; downed treeswereremoved and CL& P
removed lines that were tangled.

“Here at the firehouse,” Blais said, “we've
come up with like 100 different locations for
trees down and power lines down.”

According to Blais, there were four or five
homes in Hebron which sustained damage in
the storm. However, he said the damages were
“nothing severe.”

At thistime, Blais said the Hebron Fire De-
partment hasaided in clearing amagjority of the
roads, and added, “if we get any calls we're
going out to them.” Also, he said, residents are
welcome to visit the firehouse, equipped with
their own buckets for water.

As of Wednesday, Hebron had an electrical
charging station for cell phones and other de-
vices available at town hall and library during
normal businesshours. DouglasLibrary isopen
with Wi-Fi available. Finally, residents can
make their way to the firehouse at 44 Main St.
or to the Town Office Building at 15 Gilead St.
to get buckets for flushing.

Looking at areaschools, Hebron Superinten-
dent of Schools Ellie Cruz said in terms of
physical appearance the schools are “remark-
ably unscathed.” Cruz credited the current
standing of the schools after the hurricane to
preparation efforts made before the storm hit.
Specifically, Cruz said that staff went through
the buildings, unplugging al of the electronics
and technology.

“We tried to anticipate every problem we
could foreseeand more,” Cruz said Wednesday.

Additionally, Cruz said there were concerns
over the current roof maintenance taking place
at Gilead Hill School. However, Cruz said they
worked with the roofing company in advance
to make sure everything was secured and in the
end the “new roof held perfectly.” Despite mi-
nor leaking at Hebron Elementary in the gym-
nasium, Cruz said the schools “weathered the
storm very well.”

Now Cruz said the main challenges are get-

ting back up online and ensuring that the bus
routes are safe before making decisions about
opening the schooals.

Accordingto Cruz, driverswere asked to take
busses out for atrial run earlier this week and
report on problem spots. Cruz said Wednesday
afternoon she would be taking part in a meet-
ingwithRHAM, aswell asHebron Town Man-
ager Bonnie Therrien, to assess RHAM's sta-
tus and do a “physical drive-through” of
Hebron’s six streetsin question.

After ameeting on Wednesday, adecisionwas
made to bump the first day of school back to
next Tuesday, Sept. 6, according to the RHAM
High School website, rhamhs.reg8.k12.ct.us.

* k% %

According to Andover First Selectman Bob
Burbank, as of Wednesday more than 50 per-
cent of Andover was still without power. Asa
result, Burbank said the town will be distribut-
ing water and food rations (if necessary) at the
town garage at 35 Long Hill Rd.

Burbank pointed to Comcast service as the
main “disaster” left in Irene’s aftermath. Spe-
cificaly, Burbank said that a mgjority of the
seniors and elderly in town are now “incom-
municado,” while neighbors with AT& T are
“fully operational .”

Adding to the phone fiasco, Burbank said
that upon trying to call Comcast to get infor-
mation, the Comcast connection goes dead.
After listening to the touchtone commands and
pressing the necessary numbers to speak to a
customer service representative in regards to
residential phone service, Burbank said the con-
nection simply ends without transferring to a
“real person.”

“It's a pretty poor situation,” Burbank said.
“1"ve got tons of complaints about that.”

Asidefrom the communication catastrophe,
Burbank said the town is “faring pretty good,”
with CL& P beginning to clear treesand restore
power to additional residents. Burbank antici-
pated Wednesday that all of the roadswould be
opened up by the end of the day.

Andover Fire Marshal John Roache said
there were trees down on two different houses
in town and estimated that at Andover’s peak
outage, 90 percent of the town was without
power.

“Therearealot of treesdown,” said Roache,
“but it wasn’t completely unheard of or out of
the unusual ... nothing we couldn’t handle.”

Roache commended the Andover Fire De-
partment for a“great job” clearing the roads so
that people could get to where they needed to.
While Roache said it was not necessary for the
shelter to open, RHAM is open to area resi-
dents so that individual s can take showers.

One of those aforementioned residents who
saw atree collapse on their house as aresult of
Irene’sragewasMary Duval. Duval, who lives
on Lake Road, said she made a dash for the
back door when she heard the crackle as the
tree came tumbling down.

“1 was standing there and heard the loud
crack and ran down the hallway,” Duval said.
“| tiptoed back and looked out the sameplacel
was and therewasthetree. It wasright where|
was standing.”

Duval said shewaswell aware of the danger
of her neighbor’s tree, as a portion of the tree
had fallen down in February due to a winter
storm.
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islsleib Road in Marlborough.

The tree, which is still laying atop Duval’s
house, brokethrough her brand new cedar fence,
mangled her rain gutters (which she had just
cleaned prior to the storm), and stuck itslimbs
through her bedroom ceiling. Though the build-
ing inspector permitted Duval to remain at her
residence (after the roof was patched and tree
branch removed from the interior), she was
advised to stay clear of her bedroom.

Though the event was terrifying for Duval,
she said her best friend — and Andover’s Top
Dog — Blitzen had a“great day,” as the pooch
thought everyone coming to assessthe damage
and clear the debriswas really coming to visit
her.

* k% %

East Hampton, which had 100 percent of
residents without power after the storm, held
an emergency Town Council meeting on Tues-
day to update citizens on the clean-up efforts.
Those present to address the town included
Town Council Chairwoman Melissa Engel,
Director of Public Works Keith Hayden, Po-
lice Chief Matthew Reimondo, Fire Marshal
Richard Klotzbier and Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Judith Golden, to name afew.

“We've seen alot of good thingsin the com-
munity,” Town Council Chairwoman Melissa
Engel said of residents response to those in
need as aresult of the storm.

Engel added that as of Tuesday, there were
still familiestrapped on multipleroadsin towns
due to downed trees.

Hayden informed the public that his “skel-
eton crew” of three employees began work on
Saturday evening, responding to callsfromthe
police department. By 6 am. Sunday, Public
Workswastraveling throughout thetown inan
attempt to minimize the damage. However,
Hayden said that when the winds reached 50
mph on Sunday, hewasforced to pull thecrews
back in.

Monday morning, Hayden, along with
Reimondo, members of the public works de-
partment and the police department, began sur-
veying the damage caused by thetropical storm.
Hayden said that several highly-traveled roads,
including Mott Hill Road and Smith and Maple
streets, were among those that had trees and
wires down. Like many residents, Hayden ex-
pressed his frustration with CL&P.

“We've had to keep telling [CL&P] where
to be” Hayden said. “It’s their infrastructure;
they should know if it's down.”

Resident Matt Walton said hewas concerned
by CL& P'sresponseaswell. Walton, who lives
on Sherry Drive, said that a down tree was
cleared by “a tree-cutting professional” on
Tuesday, but that prior to that, there was only
enough room for a passenger car to pass. He
said that with several generatorsrunning onthe
road, it created “adangerous situation.”

“It shouldn’t take three days for someoneto
get out there” Walton said.

Onasimilar note, LaurieWasilewski, aresi-
dent of Hog Hill Road, also expressed concern
onthestate of her road, pointing to several “low
trees and down wires’ that vehicles are forced
to drive through, creating a “terrifying” situa-
tion. She said that few residents she has spo-
ken with have been updated by CL& P or town
officias.

“We'vebeen literally and figuratively left in
the dark,” Wasilewski said. She al so applauded
the decision to extend the high school’s hours
to 10 p.m., as she said there are a number of

residents who aren’t home from work until af-
ter 7 p.m.

Hayden added that some residents had taken
it upon themselvesto movethetreesor wires—
something he said that was “not advised.” He
also said the town has exhausted its supply of
traffic cones, as some have been stolen by resi-
dents over the past few days.

Reimondo said that the police department has
remained open, taking phone calls “24/7." Of-
ficers have been dispatched to afew major in-
tersections to “man the roads and keep traffic
flowing,” Reimondo said. He added that one
police cruiser sustained minor damage to its
windshield during the storm.

Klotzbier, who was also on hand, outlined
to the public the shelter set-up at East Hamp-
ton High School, which he said had accommo-
dated “afew” residentsbeforeclosing at 6 p.m.
on Sunday.

As of Tuesday, the high school was opened
from7am.to 7 p.m. for residentsto take show-
ers, charge electronics, and get bottled water
and snacks donated by the Red Cross. This ser-
vice has been extended to 10 p.m. and will run
through today, with the weekend pending,
Klotzbier said. Thereis also awater spigot lo-
cated at the front of the high school.

For those residents who need ice, Klotzbier
asked residentsto call Chrisof NationwideIn-
surance at 860-539-1843. The ice can aso be
delivered to residents, if needed.

Turning to another school postponement,
Golden told the public at Tuesday’s meeting
that the first day of school would be resched-
uled for Tuesday, Sept. 6. Golden said she has
been in “ constant contact with the administra-
tors” of al four schools, and that no major prob-
lems have been reported.

“We realized that going day-to-day just
wasn't going to work,” Golden said about the
decision to postpone the start of school.

Any East Hampton residentslooking to dis-
pose of brush can do so for free beginning this
Saturday, Sept. 3, from 7:30 am.-3 p.m. at the
town transfer station. The transfer station will
a so be open on Wednesdays from 7:30 am.-3
p.m. through theend of September. Hayden asks
that individuals provide proof of East Hamp-
ton residency.

* k% %

In Colchester, Ireneleft an estimated 96 per-
cent of the town in the dark, said Emergency
Management Director Reed Gustafson. As a
result, the Red Cross set up a shelter for resi-
dents at Bacon Academy. According to
Gustafson, 17 citizens waited out the storm in
the shelter, utilizing the free food, water and
cots.

Like many town officials, First Selectman
Gregg Schuster said that the town was as pre-
pared as they could be for Irene’s arrival. Ac-
cording to Schuster, Sunday evening public
works crews were staged all across town wait-
ing for any emergencies that may arise. At ap-
proximately 7 am. Sunday, Schuster declared
a state of emergency for the town, as he said
the town’s resources “could not handle” the
damage.

Oncethe storm had passed, Schuster said the
most important thing was to assess the dam-
age. A few of the main areas impacted by the
stormincluded West and Standish roads, L eba-
non and Windham avenues and Elm Street.

“The vast majority of the town is without
power,” Schuster said Monday, and thetownis

doing its best to work with CL&P to make
things fully functional. Schuster said the num-
ber one priority isto open up the roads, so that
CL&P can come through and restore power.
Schuster said it is aso very important for the
town that everything iswell documented to try
to get Federal Emergency Management Agency
money down the line.

Gustafson pointed to resident safety, saying
that the most important thing is “making sure
people were safe” and “getting information in
and out.”

Rick Farrick, a volunteer certified disaster
recovery planner with Aetna, was at the shelter
Sunday. Farrick said thereis“areal team effort
that you seefrom everybody.” Reed agreed say-
ing the town has worked hard to “build ateam
of peoplethat can help in situationslike this”

Resident Trooper Supervisor Marc Petruzzi
said that everything was well-controlled and
“nothing crazy” happened during the storm due
to the preparedness of town officials. As of
Monday, the Colchester Police were up and
running “asanormal day,” he said. Petruzzi is
asking residentsto not cross closed roads, even
if it seems like they could make it through.

“We are trying to help out as best we can,”
he said.

Jean Walsh, administrative assistant at the
firehouse, who is aso a CERT (Community
Emergency Response Team) representative,
commended the Red Crossfor ajob well done.

“The Red Cross was phenomenal,” said
Walsh. “1 wasvery impressed with their opera-
tion portion” during the disaster.

Turning to Bacon Academy, Walsh said that
showerswere available at the high school from
12:30-2:30 p.m. during the week following the
storm. Unfortunately, she said there was only
enough generator power for theboys' bathroom.
Aswas the case with most schools, Colchester
schools had to delay their first day and will be
resuming classes this Tuesday, Sept. 6.

* k% *

Whileoutsiders may view Portland residents
as “lucky,” seeing the lowest outage numbers
of al Rivereast towns by a significant margin,
the damage there was two-fold. Not only did
Irene knock down trees and wires causing
power outages, but she also caused the Con-
necticut River to rise to heights that haven't
been seen since the 1980s.

At a Board of Selectmen meeting Wednes-
day evening, Portland Fire Chief Bob Shea, it
was* planning earlier intheweek” which saved
the town from any major problems.

Portland First Selectwoman Susan
Bransfield explained that the public works de-
partment cleared sewers and culverts prior to
the storm, which helped prevent any flooding.
Therewas also aHunter’sambulance stationed
in Portland during the storm if needed.

Sheasaid that there was* no work done dur-
ing the hazardous weather unlessit wasalife-
threatening situation.”

According to Shea, an emergency operations
center was opened at the Buck Foreman Cen-
ter for residents that needed help. However, it
was only utilized by afew residents.

Portland Public Works Director Rick Kelsey
said that the plan for the departments to work
together was*“ well-planned and well-executed.”
Kelsey said that all of the roads that had trees
down, but did not have wiresdown were cleared
by Sunday night. As of Wednesday night, all
but four roads with trees and wires down were

e

cleared.

Kelsey said that members of Cromwell’s
Public Works Department came to Portland on
Tuesday night to help the clean-up effort.

At the meeting, selectman Fred Knous asked
Kelsey, who is a'so the town’s tree warden, if
he planned to examine any of the older treesin
town that didn’t fall down. Kelsey said he
planned to look at some trees that |ooked to be
in danger and would assess them over the next
few months. He added that some trees are the
town’s responsibility, while some are the re-
sponsibility of property owners.

Stephen Gibelli, associate general counsel
for Northeast Utilitiesand Portland’sliaison to
CL&P, was on hand at the special Board of
Selectmen meeting to answer questions and
give updates on the town. Gibelli, who livesin
Portland, said that the first priority for CL& P
wasto clear all of theroadsin town and “make
them safe for drivers”

The second priority, he said, wasto open all
of the schoolsand businesses. Bransfield noted
that several businesses are still without power
asof Wednesday, including Gildersleeve Spirit
Shop on Main Street and Petzold's Marine Cen-
ter on Indian Hill Road.

Gibelli also warned residents not to touch
any of the down trees or wires; he asked resi-
dentsto call CL& P at 800-286-2000 and arep-
resentative would come out to “guard the
wires”

The town will supply brush pickup to resi-
dents, with a deadline of Saturday, Oct. 1.
Kelsey said that residents could leave brush near
the road that was less than 12 inches in diam-
eter.

Water is available at the Company 2 Fire
House, and Portland High School will be open
from 5-8 p.m. until Friday for showersand out-
letsto charge electronics. The schedule for the
weekend isstill pending. Portland schoolshave
also been forced to delay their start date until
next Tuesday, Sept. 6.

Another problem the areais having to deal
with in Irene's aftermath is contaminated wa-
ter. The state Department of Public Health an-
nounced Thursday that 69 small public drink-
ing water systemsin the state are under an ad-
visory to boil water.

The water systems affected in the Rivereast
areaare: Colchester Courtyardsin Colchester;
Westchester East Lp in East Hampton; Hebron
Arms Apartments, London Park Division,
Christ Lutheran Church, Wellswood Estates
Foundation Inc., Wellswood Village Division
and Mill at Stonecroft Division, al in Hebron;
and Forest Homes Association and Florence
Lord Senior Housing in Marlborough.

Thelist of affected systemswill be updated

daily at ct.gov/dph.

* k %

While Rivereast residents are seeing storm
debris removed and power restored, for some
the lights may come back on just in time for
more hurricane preparation.

According to published records, as of press
time, Hurricane Katia, which threatens the al-
ready battered East Coast, was making her way
acrosstheAtlantic with approximately 75 mph
winds. Katiais anticipated to be a Category 3
hurricane, sustaining winds up to 120 mph.

All those who are still “in the dark” due to
Irene, visit CL&P's website at cl-p.com and
search for restoration estimates by town.

Rivereast reporters Joshua Anusewicz and
Bailey Seddon contributed to this story.



From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

| laughed at al the meteorol ogists, laughed
at al the worry-warts.

Turned out the last laugh was on me.

Astheweek wore on last week, theweather
prognosticators said we should look out for
Hurricane Irene, asit barreled itsway up the
eastern seaboard over the weekend. Oh
please, | thought to myself. By the time it
reaches Connecticut, it' [l be the remnants of
a tropical storm, at worst, and we'll get a
couple inches of rain.

Clearly, thisisthe year of me eating crow,
at least weather-wise. You may recall |
thought that monster snowstorm we got in
January would wind up delivering six inches
of snow, tops. | had been burned too many
times by predictions of a huge storm that
never delivered.

| finally started to buy into the hype Satur-
day morning, after the weather forecasts
weren't getting amended one iota, and after
places like New York and New Jersey began
evacuating people and the New York City
subway system was shut down. So | went to
the store and bought a loaf of bread, some
peanut butter and jelly, and sometunafish, just
incasel lost power. And even then, | figured,
I’d probably be without power for only afew
hours.

Yeah, about that....

As | write this Tuesday afternoon, | still
don’t have power at my apartment in
Manchester; I've been out since early Sun-
day morning. The Rivereast/Glastonbury Citi-
zen officesin Glastonbury don’'t have power.
(It'sbasically just a bare-bones crew in here
at this point, working off of three small gen-
erators and extension cords galore; advertis-
ing manager Carole Saucier deservesalot of
credit for getting us up and running.) And —
asyou al are painfully aware — the vast ma-
jority of the Rivereast towns are still doing
without.

So, Irene did indeed pack a punch. There
may be some naysayerswhowill say it wasn't
so bad, could’ve been worse, and really was
overhyped. True, it may not have been aong
the lines of Katrina, and thankfully the loss
of life was minimal, but for the 700,000
people in the state who lost power and the
countless others who suffered property dam-
age, it was bad enough.

And the videos | saw Monday night of all
the flooding up in Vermont — the cars, cov-
ered bridges, etc., that were totally washed
away —were just horrific. You might want to
think twice before telling folks up there the
storm was alot of hype.

Yes, Irenewasreal. A littletoo real. And |
think next time | won'’t be so quick to dismiss
the westher forecasts.

* k% %

It's now September, and the campaigning
season is in full swing. That being said, let
me issue a friendly reminder. Candidates
sending in letters to the editor are certainly
welcome to do so (you're alowed one per
week), but anyone doing so really should in-
cludea‘PS! indicating that they're a candi-
date and identifying the board they’ rerunning
for. In the interest of full disclosure, it’s just
the right thing to do.

Also, if you haven’t submitted any copy to
the Rivereast in awhile, let meissue another
friendly reminder. The deadline for submis-
sionsis noon on Tuesdays. Yes, it used to be
noon Wednesdays, but due to stricter postal
regulations which affected our publication
schedule, the deadline was changed to noon
Tuesdays over a year ago. You can e-mail
(rivereast@snet.net or bulletin@
dlcitizen.com), fax (860-657-3258), snail mail
(PO. Box 373, Glastonbury, CT 06033) or
drop off (87 Nutmeg L n., Glastonbury) your
submissions — but no matter which method
you use, they have to be in by noon Tuesday.
There are no exceptions.

* k %

Late last Tuesday afternoon, | got arather

panicked call from my mom. She and my dad
had just returned homefrom atrip to Gay City
State Park in Hebron. She had brought her
digital camera along to record the sights of
the beautiful park — as well as to snap pic-
tures of her beagle, Polly, asthey roamed the
area. At the end of their visit, it seems, my
mom placed the camera on top of her car, as
she guided Polly into the back seat. She for-
got about the camera, though, and she and
my dad sped off towards home.

Upon returning to the house, my mom re-
alized she couldn’t find her camera—and then
realized what had happened. They returned
to Gay City, since that was likely the place
where the camera had fallen off the car; due
towherethe camerawasplaced (near therear
of the car’stop), and where my mom and dad
had parked (which was in the back parking
lot, right by the beach area), the camerawas
probably already lying on the ground by the
time they hit Route 85 to go home.

A search of the Gay City grounds turned
up nothing, however; I looked when | got off
of work last Tuesday, and | also found noth-
ing. My mom was just despondent, not so
much over losing the camera itself but the
memory card inside. The pictureson it went
back along way; my mom called them “price-
less memories” — and they really were.
Among the gemswere several picturesof my
mom’sbeloved late beagle, Shiloh (and | can
tell you firsthand, she was a sweetheart of a
dog). Therewerealso pictures of other events
and memories, including the amazing snows
we had this past winter.

However, just when all was considered lost,
my mom discovered a message on her cell
phone last Wednesday afternoon, from aman
living in Glastonbury. It seems that shortly
after my parents had left Gay City, the
Glastonburian — who had been visiting the
park with his family — came across the cam-
era. While a lot of people may have been
tempted to just chuck the memory card and
keep the camera— after al, it's a pretty nice
camera — this Good Samaritan was not. He
went home, looked at the pictureson hiscom-
puter, and scrolled to them until hefound one
of Polly that just happened to feature her dog
tag. He zoomed in on the tag until he could
make out the cell phone number — and then
he gave my mom acall.

The kicker? That cell phone he called
wasn't long for this world. It had been peri-
odically dying on my mom; in fact, she and
my dad were headed to the cell phone store
totry tofix it when it gave one last gasp, and
turned back on just long enough for my mom
to notice the message and listened to it. After
she got the Glastonbury resident’s phone
number, the cell phone died once again—and,
it turned out, was never revived.

Also, it turns out the Glastonbury resident
had only moved to town fairly recently. If he
hadn’t moved there when he did, and been at
Gay City when he was, that camera, and all
of itsirreplaceablelife moments, may begone
for good.

So, what could’ve been a very sad story
instead it wound up being one of those tales
that remind you that, while the lowlifes and
dregs of society are more often than not the
onesthat grab the headlines, there are still an
awful lot of good, conscientious people |eft
in the world.
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| hopeyou al haveagood L abor Day week-
end —and | hope those of you who are read-
ing thisby candlelight get your power restored
this weekend. If you need a break, head out
to Haddam Neck for the Haddam Neck Fair;
one of the event organizer Angela Sarahina
gave me a call Wednesday and let me know
they’ve got generators and, yes, the show will
go on, no matter what.

That was good to hear. After all, thefair is
a 100-year tradition; it’s nice to know Irene
couldn’'t keep it down.

Kelly Suspended After Sending
E-Mailsin East Hampton

by Joshua Anusewicz

A settlement agreement has been reached
between Sgt. Garritt Kelly and the Town of
East Hampton regarding an investigation into
inappropriate e-mails Kelly sent while at
work.

The agreement, reached on Aug. 24, sus-
pends Kelly for atotal of 10 days; the sus-
pension will consist of five days of suspen-
sion, “evenly distributed over five pay peri-
ods,” and fivedaysforfeited from Kelly’sac-
crued vacation time. The agreement was
signed by Kelly, Police Chief Matthew
Reimondo, Attorney Lisa Lazarek, and Na-
tional Association of Government Employ-
ees (NAGE) Regiona Counsel Douglas A.
Hall.

A document outlining the settlement,
which was sent to members of the Town
Council, states that “the parties agree that it
isintheir best intereststo resolve any and all
differences and disputes, whether known or
unknown, which may exist regarding the
matter concerning theinternal affairsinvesti-
gation commencing onAug. 11, 2011 involv-
ing [Kelly’s] persona e-mails unrelated to
work.”

The agreement also states that, per the
terms of the agreement, Kelly may not filea
grievanceregarding theinternal affairsinves-
tigation. It also states that if “no similar cir-
cumstances arise,” the town will remove al
of the documents related to the matter from

Kelly’s personnel file after one year.

The situation regarding Kelly began
roughly two weeks ago, after copies of sexu-
ally explicit emailsfrom Kelly’swork e-mail
account were sent anonymously to Interim
Town Manager John Weichsel and several
other places, including the Rivereast. Based
on the content and time stamps of the e-mails,
they appear to be sent while Kelly was at
work.

While the settlement refersto an “internal
affairsinvestigation,” Lazarek, thetown’'sla-
bor counsel, said Thursday the issue “never
got to aformal investigation.” She said that
Kelly “voluntarily admitted” to sending the
e-mails and “apologized.” The parties then
signed into the agreement, Lazarek said.

Accordingto Lazarek, thetermsof the pun-
ishment were negotiated by the town (repre-
sented by Reimondo and L azarek) and the po-
lice union (represented by Hall).

Kelly declined to comment on the matter
onWednesday. Reimondo and Weichsel could
not be reached for comment.

Town Council Chairwoman MelissaEngel,
who said before theinvestigation that it would
be done “externally,” said Thursday that she
did not know why the matter was considered
an“internal affairsinvestigation,” and that she
would be meeting with Weichsel about it.

Engel added that the decision was “not
what [she] was expecting.”

Portland House Fire Displaces Five

by Joshua Anusewicz

A candle is believed to be the cause of a
fire in Portland early Tuesday morning that
caused “extensive damage’ to a home and
displaced afamily of five, Fire Marshal Ray
Sajdak said.

OnTuesday, Aug. 30, at roughly 2:30a.m.,
the fire department was dispatched to 629
Glastonbury Turnpike for a structure fire.
When they arrived, a“fully-involved bedroom
fire’ had begun extending into theroof. Sajdak
said that firefighters attempted an “interior
attack,” but were pushed back by the heavy
fire.

After the fire was worked on by the exte-
rior, thefirefighterswent back insideand were
able to bring the fire under control within 45
minutes.

Sajdak said the five occupants of the home
—theAresco family —were ableto escapefire
when the smoke detectorswere activated. Un-
fortunately, four dogs and a cat died in the

blaze.

Portland received mutual aid from
Middletown and Glastonbury fire depart-
ments, and also received tanker assistance
from the East Hampton Fire Department. Fire
Chief Bob Shea said that the decision to use
tanker trucksinstead of anearby hydrant was
made because the M etropolitan District Com-
mission (MDC) had cut back on water pres-
sure after Tropical Storm Irene.

Sajdak determined that the cause of the
blaze was a candle that was being used in the
master bedroom asalight source, asthefam-
ily had lost power from Irene.

Sajdak hasurged residents“to use alterna-
tive means of temporary lighting, such asbat-
tery-operated flashlightsand lanterns” if they
do not have power.

Sheasaid the Arescos, which “many people
intown know very well,” areliving withrela-
tivesin town.
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by Bailey Seddon

The sun was shining and the people were
smiling this year at the fourth annual
Marlborough Day. More than 400 people and
32 vendors showed up to join in on the cel-
ebration which started at 11 am. last Sunday,
Aug. 20.

The event is held to get people motivated
about the town and aware of the many small
business the town has. It is held, said Enza
Dandendeau of the Marlborough BusinessAs-
sociation, “to keep our small and very lovely
town running.”

Jessica Olander, an organizer of the event,
said “it was great, much better than last year
whether wise” (Rains last year put a damper
on Marlborough Day, although people still
turned out for it.) According to Olander, there
were over 30 door prizes donated, at no charge
to community. This included a new tea cup
rafflewith seven prizes, such as, aframed piece
of artwork from Orion Adventures, a gift cer-
tificate to Sadler’s Ordinary, and a gift card to
It's So Ranunculus flower shop.

Olander said the event was* very family-ori-
ented thisyear,” adding that “the community is
finally seeing what it isall about.” Besidesthe
vendors, who donate their time and effort,
Olander said that Craig Robinson, chairman of
the event, worked hard to make the event agood
one. A surprise volunteer came in the form of
David Mozotas, a Boy Scout who chipped in
to get community service hours.

“You name it, whatever | asked him to do”
he did it, said Olander. “He was the true spirit
of Marlborough Day.”

Olander said Mozotas made his own dona-
tion box for the Marlborough Food Bank,
picked up trash and even helped performers.

While the weather was a vast improvement
over last year, organizers shut down the event
an hour early, at 4 p.m. The organizersand life
guards said they started to see cloudsrolling in
at around 3 p.m. and when it looked like they
were here to stay, they decided to shut down.

“Wedid not feel it was safe” to continue on,
Olander said.

Due to the early closing, one of the bands,
Dino and the No-Names, did not get to per-
form. Olander said she was hoping a special
event could be held soon to “get them in front
of people.”

AnnaDaobrowolsky, representing It's So Ra-
nunculus, was at her booth for the first time.
There was candy for kids and a game where
people had to guess which flowers were fake
and whichwerered. “It'safunthing,” to doto
get the word out, said Dobrowol sky.

Marlborough Republican Dick Sheawas on
his third year at the Republican Town
Committee's booth, offering water. “It works
out well becauseit’s always hot and sticky and
people enjoy the water,” Shea said. He added

East Hampton

Police News

8/16: Joseph Nedobity, 31, of 21 PlainsRd.,
Moodus, was arrested for possession of narcot-
ics, possession of a controlled substance, im-
proper storage of controlled substance, East
Hampton Police said. Nedobity was also issued
aticket for having a defective windshield and
an improper muffler, police said.

8/17: Richard L. Livingston, 55, of 47
Lafayette Rd., Marlborough, was arrested for
failureto drive right and DUI, police said.

8/19: Kyle Rutka Bentley, 18, of 195 South
Main St., Colchester, was arrested for failure
to drive right, failure to obey a traffic signal,
speeding, DUI, possession of less than half an
ounce of marijuana and possession of a cohol
by aminor, police said.

8/24: Anthony Francis Longo, 51, of 104
Lewis Ave., Meriden, was arrested for DUI,
failure to drive right and operating an unregis-
tered and uninsured motor vehicle, police said.

Mar Iborough

Police News

8/23: Freddy Lugo, 25, of 162 GallivanLn.,
Uncasville, was charged with operating an un-
registered motor vehicle, failure to display
platesand operating amotor vehiclewith asus-
pended license, State Police said.

that he likes to come out to Marlborough Day
to participate, that having a big event is good
for asmall town. The Democrats were a so out
thisyear selling corn from Gotta's Farm. Rosa
Taylor said sheenjoysworking thebooth. “ This
event iswell-attended,” she said.

The Hot Stepz Dance Academy performed
at thisyear’sevent. (The dancetroupe attended
last year's Marlborough Day, but due to the
weather did not perform.) Before their perfor-
mance, 11-year-old Gabrielle Benson-Clarke
and 9-year-old Gabrielle Faleswere passing out
lollipops with business cards of the dance
school onthem. Thiswas Benson-Clarke' s sec-
ond year at Marlborough day and was excited
thisyear because, asshesaid, “1 loveto dance.”

Falesagreed; “| think it's pretty cool,” com-
ing to Marlborough Day, she said.

Sadler's owner Kevin Haggarty and his son
Brendan Haggarty also enjoyed Marlborough
Day. Brendan Haggarty, ateacher in Rhode Is-
land, comes back every year to help. “It is a
little extra work and we have fun with it,” he
said, adding thereisa“sense of community.”

The Marlborough Bird and Animal hospital
comesto the event because, “ It gets our names
out there[and] developsarelationship with cli-
ents” said Ashley Zeppa, who was works at
the hospital.

Kasha Breau of the Connecticut Audubon
Society was also on hand, wearing for a hat a
ball python named Monty Python. She said she

as “here to educate people on how to take
care’ of animals. While most people probably
do not own a ball python, there were simpler
animal's such as goats, iguanas and birds.

Residents were just as happy to be there as
businesses and organizations.

“All the community comes and hangs out
before the start of school,” said Angela Dean.
“This is awesome,” said youngster Corey
Tobias.

Kristen Cavender, whose son Jordan
Cavender was part of the DanceAcademy, likes
Marlborough Day because she enjoys “being
able to see al the small businesses in town,”
she discovers “fun new placesto go to,” when
she sees how many businesses Marlborough
has. Resident Chris Curtiss, who had just ar-
rived, said there was so much at Marlborough
Day itwashardto “takeit al in,” therewere so
many different activities.

It's So Ranunculus owner Leah Ohearn, said
as aresident, “I love the sense of community
that it brings,” to the town, she said. “It gives
local businesses an opportunity to kind of
shine”

“It's great that the sun is shining today,”
Ohearn added with alaugh.

Nicole Genga, Gabrielle Leaming and
Lauren Costa, who were participating as part
of their Soccer Club, were al having fun. “We

Portland Police News

8/27. Joshua Garriques, 21, of 4 Christian
Hill Rd., Cromwell, was charged with posses-
sion of less than half an ounce of marijuana,
Portland Police said.

8/29: Jordan Kelsey, 18, of 422 Gospel Ln.,
was charged with possession of less than half
an ounce of marijuana, police said.

8/29: KaylaLewis, 18, of 528 Main St., was
charged with third-degree criminal mischief,
police said.

Hebron Police News

8/23: Sarah Steward, 22, of 252 Leetes |s-
land Rd., Apt. 5, Branford, was charged with
third-degree criminal mischief and disorderly
conduct, State Police said.

8/23: Gregory Orler, 47, of 101 Indian Field
Rd., Hebron, was charged with disorderly con-
duct and impairing the morals of achild, State
Police said.

8/24: Gerald Alfonso, 56, of 297 Rattlesnake
Ledge Rd., Salem, was charged with third-de-
gree assault and threatening, State Police said.

Marlborough Day.

surrounding communities.

love hanging out with each other,” said
Gabrielle. Nicole agreed, “Just being with the
team and having fun,” is what they liked best,
shesaid. Thegirlsweretrying to entice younger
kidsto play games with them, and if they won
said Lauren, they got candy.

Janice Flanigan, who was with the

Colchester Police News

8/23: Police areinvestigating atrashcan fire
on what street. Thevictim reported that an un-
known person(s) lit their trashcan on fire and
by the time the Colchester Hayward Fire De-
partment got to the residence the can wasfully
engulfed. CHFD put the fire out and the fireis
under investigation, State Police said.

8/23: Tracy Bennour-Ligos, 37, 0f 16 N Main
St., East Granby, was charged with second-de-
gree threatening and disorderly conduct, State
Police said.

8/23: Randall V. Luster, 39, of 497
Deepwood Dr., Lebanon, was charged with al-
tering a prescription and second-degree forg-
ery, Colchester Police said.

8/27: Jeffrey Grant, 26, of 179 Smith Rd.,
East Haddam, was charged with second-degree
threatening, having a weapon in a motor ve-
hicle and breach of peace, State Police said.

8/27: MyraVancedarfield, 27, whose address
police did not list, was charged with DUI and
failure to drive right, State Police said.

Member sof theHot Stz DceAcademy shaketheir"grof)vethingsat thisyear ’

e Starline Nine provide musical melodies for residents of Marlborough and

Rain Holds Off for ThisYear’ sMarIborough Day

Marlborough BusinessA ssociation, was getting
a salad from Bite Me Catering. “1"m working
the booth and they gave meabreak...I"'m glad
| canhelp,” givethe catering company her busi-
ness, she laughed.

Next year's Marlborough Day will be held
Sunday, Aug. 19.

Distracted Driver Flips
Car in Marlborough

A driver and his passenger went to the
Marlborough Clinic last Friday, Aug. 26,
when hiscar flipped over unto itsroof, State
Police said.

Jeffrey Laperriere, 26, of 935 Highland
Ave., Waterbury, was traveling on Route 2
west when he got off on Exit 13. He was
distracted by his iPod, police said, and
veered into the right shoulder, striking the
wire rope guiderail and his 2010 Subaru
Forester rolled and ended up on its roof.

Laperriereand his passenger, Brian Boyd,
26, of 41 EIm St., Manchester, were trans-
ported to the Marlborough Clinic for evalu-
ation of possible minor injuries. He was
found at fault for failing to drivein the proper
lane and distracted driving, police said.




Marlborough Selectmen Talk Bonds,

by Bailey Seddon

Bond refinancing and aproposal for aTrails
Grant application were among the items dis-
cussed at a specia meeting of the Board of
Selectmen last Wednesday, Aug. 24.

First Selectman Bill Black said he and town
treasurer Robert Hannon have been looking for
options for refinancing $9.76 million in gen-
eral obligation bonds sincelast fall. Black and
Hannon felt that refinancing would be a good
idea, considering that interest rates had been
good lately and the tax-free status of the bond
offerings.

“We moved very quickly...to get through the
refinancing,” Black said.

The bonds are broken down into $6.70 mil-
lioninrefunding bondsissuedin 1999 and 2003
and $3.06 million in capital project bonds.

Thanks to the re-issuance of bonds, Black
said, thereis$475,600 in budgetary savingsfor
the town. Black also said $263,000 will go to-
ward sellable land in the business park, which
the board is hoping the town can sell by 2012-
13. Yet another $22,000 will go in savings ev-
ery year for the next 12 years toward debt ser-
vice for the town.

Another reason now wasagood timeto look
at re-financing, Black said, wasthe town’s eli-
gibility for tax-free bonds, dueto itsstrong Aa2
rating by Moody’s Investors Service. Black said
therating was“ substantial,” especially consid-
ering that many other communities have re-

ceived a downgrade in the past severa years,
while Marlborough’s has stayed the same.
Black said thisre-enforcesthe savingsthey are
eigiblefor.

“We enjoy the benefit of low interest rates”
because of the town’s Aa2 rating, Black said.
Black said thiswas a “very positive statement
on the financial” liability of the town.

* k% %

Next up on the agenda was a proposal from
Peter Hughes for a Trails Grant application,
which will be submitted to the Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection. If re-
ceived, the $120,000 grant would go toward an
extension of thealready 3,000-foot trail onWest
Road. If thetown getsthe grant, 7,000 feet will
be added to thetrail and will extend it to North
Parker Road. The trail will be just under two
miles, or four miles up and back.

The project isa$120,000 project which will
be 80 percent reimbursed. This is because the
project would be an 80/20 program, meaning
the state will pay 80 percent of the project and
thetownwould pay 20 percent. Thismeansthe
state would pay $96,000 and the town would
be obligated to come up with the other $24,000.
Fortunately, Hughes said, the grant is a three-
year grant, which would give the town plenty
of time to come up with its share. When asked
by selectwoman Riva Clark asto how thetown
could come up with the money, Black said it

was in the open space funds.

Themoney would go toward the second stage
of the project; thefirst stage was done back in
the 2008-09 fiscal year. The town applied for
grantsfor the second stage of the project in 2009
but did not receive the funding. Hughes said
thefunding thetown isnow applying for would
complete thetrail extension project.

“Thisisthe continuation of alongtermgoal,”
Hughes added, as this contributes to the
community’s assets.

One key difference between the 2009 appli-
cation and the new one is that the project now
callsfor shifting thetrail asfar away fromresi-
dential property as possible and toward town-
owned property. Hughes said somecitizenshad
expressed concern with trails being too close
to their houses because of the possibility of
vandalism by peoplewalking thetrailsat night.
“Kids at night is really the biggest concern,”
he said.

Hughes said hefelt residentswould be happy
with the trail shift. “We listened to what they
[residents] had to say,” he said.

Clark asked if thiswas the next best step for
thetrail. She said she thought there were other
trailsthat could be extended, in light of theresi-
dents’ concerns about this trail. However,
Hughes said the town did consider other trails,
but “felt this was the best” to extend.

Selectman Joe LaBellaagreed with Hughes,

Grants

saying he thought thiswas agood, next | ogical
step. Black agreed, “It serves the entire town,”
and others who may want to go on the trail, he
said.

“We arejust submitting the best application
we can submit and see where the chips fall,”
Hughes said. “We know what we are doing. ...
[T]hetown has made the commitment” and now
he wants to see the second stage finished.

Hughes also said there is no guarantee the
town will get the grant thistime becauseitisa
“very competitive grant.” However, he felt
Marlborough has as good a chance as any be-
cause of how well the town has always inter-
acted with the Department of Energy and En-
vironmental Protection.

“Once you develop that relationship” there
isabetter chanceyou will get the money, Black
said. He al so noted the town has been awarded
$5 million in grantsin last fiveyears. “That is
a significant amount of money for a town of
thissize” Black said.

The selectmen unanimously agreed to autho-
rize Hughes to apply for the grant. The dead-
line for the application was yesterday, Sept. 1.
Despitethe effects of the hurricane, Hughes said
at press time yesterday he would still be able
to make the deadline. He will find out in Feb-
ruary if the town has received the money.

The next Board of Selectmen meeting is
Tuesday, Sept. 20, at 7 p.m., at Town Hall.

New East Hampton Busness Kegps It Clean While Going Green

by Joshua Anusewicz

With the idea of “going green” becoming
ever-present, two local women have used their
knowledge of the “lifestyle” to start a clean-
ing company — right in East Hampton — that
specializes in natural and non-toxic cleaning
services.

Green Cleaning Etc. was born from an idea
several years ago by the company’s owners,
Meagan Deveran and Jodi Blyler. Both have
been living a green lifestyle for a while now,
they said, and that includes the way they clean
their homes.

“There is a high risk of cancer for people
who spend alot of time in the workplace and
in stay-at-home moms,” Deveran said. “ Some
of that hasto do with the type of toxins people
havein their homes”

But not only are adults vulnerable, the
women say, but children are even more suscep-
tible. Their organs and immune systems have
yet to fully develop and certain chemicals can
interfere with the growth.

When they realized this, Deveran and Blyler,
both mothers, decided to make the switch to
“green cleaning.”

Essentially, “green cleaning” doesthe same
work aregular cleaning service would do, ex-
cept Green Cleaning Etc. uses natural, non-al-
lergenic, biodegradable materia that don’t leave
toxic residue behind, like regular household
cleaners. The cleaners are “enzyme-based,”
Blyler said, so they break down more naturally
then artificial chemicals.

In using these natural cleaners, the company
is careful in monitoring even the smallest de-
tails, like how the products are contained, how
they dissolve in the environment and even the
cloths they use to wipe surfaces.

“Qur goal isto not bring any toxinsinto the
house,” Deveran said. The company will aso
survey your home for ways to improve the
cleanliness, and can also switch your current
cleaners with Wowgreen products, the clean-
ersthe company uses.

From using these techniques in their own
homes, the women grew their company, which
has expanded to cover all of Middlesex County
and partsof Hartford County. The company has
five employees — al area residents — that do
everything from the cleaning to number-crunch-
ing. The company hasgrown, they said, mostly
by referrals and clientstelling friends.

“Most people think a cleaning service like
thiswould betoo expensive,” Blyler said. “But
we tailor our cleaning to the clients.”

The women said a number of factors are
taken into consideration when pricing the ser-
vice, including the size of the home, the amount
of clutter and the presence of pet hair. Deveran
said that through a consultation before the com-
pany is hired, the women will even work out
whichtimeisbest for you, whether you' re home
or not.

But residences aren’t the only places Green
Cleaning Etc. is servicing. The company has
branched out into commercial areaslikeoffices,
stores, and daycare centers that have been in-
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All Natwral {non-toxic} Clea Ji g Nervice

Green Cleaning Etc. makes it way to East Hampton, specializing in natural and

non-toxic cleaning services.

terested in using “green cleaning.” The com-
pany will also do “specia cleans,” where you
can hire the company once to clean before a
party or event.

If youfeel likeyou've heard alittle bit about
“green cleaning” before, it's because you prob-
ably have. A few years ago, former Gov. M.
Jodi Rell helped pass abill that will require all
public schools in the state to use green clean-
ing products, a mandate that began on July 1.

“For the state to get involved in green clean-
ing, there must be something to it,” Deveran
said.

In its short existence, Green Cleaning Etc.
has also taken the opportunity to give back to

their community. On top of donating money or
time for various fundraisers, the company re-
cently sponsored aroad race in Middletown to
help raise money for children with cancer. The
company is also willing to — and has already
done — free cleanings for individuals who are
sick or suffering from life-threatening diseases.

“We go to bed at night knowing we are mak-
ing a difference in many peoples’ lives,”
Deveran said.

For thoseinterested in setting up aconsulta-
tion with Green Cleaning Etc, or buying any of
their Wowgreen products, call 860-817-2801 or
visit greencleaningetc.com.



Obituaries

Colchester
Marguerite Marie Radicchi

Marguerite Marie Radicchi, 89, of Colchester
passed away Friday, Aug. 26. Shewasborn March
5, 1922, in Middletown, the daughter of Walter
and Elizabeth (Saffery) Schutte.

Marguerite was raised in Chester and lived for
nearly 50 years with her sister, Elizabeth Ryan,
and family in Colchester. Sheworked for 40 years
for the S& SArts& Crafts Company of Colchester
and retired from there in 1994.

Marguerite had many interests and hobbies; she
was an avid gardener, and was well known for
her crocheted af ghans, which she enjoyed gifting
to family members. She also enjoyed vacation-
ing with her sisters and their families, including
many motor trips with her sister Helen and her
husband Arthur throughout the northeast and
spending time with her sister Elizabeth and her
family at their beach cottagesinWestbrook. Mar-
guerite (known as “Aunt Rete” to her nieces and
nephews) was also thefamily chronicler, and spent
decades taking and showing home movies and
later taking photographs and assembling albums.

Sheis survived and will be greatly missed by
her sister, Elizabeth (Bette) Ryan of Colchester,
four nieces (Linda Parrish, Kathleen Ryan, Carol
Barkett and Jeannine Savalle), two nephews
(Arthur Tiezzi Jr. and Robert Ryan) and severa
great-nieces and nephews.

Shewas predeceased by her sister, Helen Tiezzi
and nephew, Richard Tiezzi.

Her family would like to take this opportunity
to thank A pple Rehab' s staff for the care and com-
passion she received during the last two years of
her life.

Funeral services took place Tuesday, Aug. 30,
with visitation one hour prior to the service at the
Belmont/Sabrowski Funeral Home, 144 South
Main St., Colchester. Burial followed at Linwood
Cemetery.

Colchester
L eonard Paul Maynard

Leonard Paul Maynard (Lenny, Big Len, Big
Papa) 70, of Dayville, died Tuesday Aug. 23, at
home, surrounded by hisfamily. Lenwasbornin
Middletown on March 5, 1941, son of Alice
Maynard and the late Marvin Maynard. He was
the hushand of Barbara(Codding) Maynard. They
were married in Foxboro, MA, Nov. 7, 1964.

Len graduated from Bacon Academy of
Colchester in 1959 and the University of Con-
necticut College of Agriculturein 1964 where he
served in the army reservesfor six years. He was
also president of his fraternity, Alpha Gamma
Rho. He worked for over 30 yearsin the restau-
rant industry beginning with Brock Hill Dairy
1964-70, owner of Bosworth Farm Dairy and
owner of Maygold Farms Ice Cream plant and
six restaurants throughout Connecticut and Mas-
sachusetts.

After his retirement from the restaurant busi-
ness, he began working at Nissan of Norwich in
2004 where he received multiple accolades, in-
cluding “Salesman of the Century.” He was in-
volved with the Elks Club of Danielson, Past
Exhaulted Ruler 1978-1979 and chairman of vari-
ous charities relating to the Elks. He also served
as president of New England Ice Cream Restau-
rant Association, chairman and host of the an-
nual Maynard 4th of July celebration.

He is survived by his mother Alice Maynard,
wife Barbaraand four children, Amanda Zadora,
Samantha Maloney, Leonard “Patrick” Maynard
and Megan Crescimanno; special daughter Katie
Quigley, sons-in-law Shawn Zadora and Steven
Crescimanno and daughter-in-law Naomi
Carretta; grandchildren Jacob and Riley Zadora,
Caden and Landen Maloney and Bryce Maynard;
aswell as several nieces and nephews.

Heis preceded in death by son Kevin Thomas
Maynard, father Marvin Maynard, sister Jean
Moroch and foster brother Paul Sarrette.

Lenny loved to say “Go Big or Go Home” and
that is exactly how helived hislife. The lives he
touched areinsurmountable. Heand hiswife Bar-
bara (Babs) had a standing open door policy for
all friends and family. He will be missed tremen-
dously.

Calling hourswere Friday, Aug. 26, at Gagnon
and Costello Funeral Home, 33 Reynolds St.,
Danielson. The funeral was Saturday, Aug. 27,
from the Gagnon and Costello Funeral Home,
followed by a Mass of Christian Buria in St.
James Church, 12 Franklin St., Danielson. Burial
followed in Holy Cross Cemetery, Danielson, and
a celebration of his life will be held at the Elks
Club of Danielson immediately following.

In lieu of flowers, send donations to the
Alexander’s Lake Home Owners Association,
PO. Box 764, Dayville, CT 06241.

To share a memory with his family, “Light a
Candle” at gagnonandcostellofh.com.

Marlborough

Margaret Boone

Margaret “Peggy” (Bain) Boone, 83, a long-
time resident of Glastonbury, more recently of
Marlborough, passed awvay Monday, Aug. 29. She
wasbornin Hartford, adaughter of thelate David
and Patricia (Campbell) Bain.

Shewasactiveinthe Democratic Party of Glas-
tonbury, where played apivotal rolein every Demo-
cratic election. Shewas honored by the Democratic
Party by being named “Democrat of the Year” in
1980. She was also amember of the Glastonbury’s
landmark Redevelopment Commission.

Margaret was a founding member of “Camp
Together” which brought together Glastonbury
and Hartford for asummer camp experience after
the death of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Margaret was always vigorously engaged in
political campaigning and civil rights movements.
She worked with the registrar of voters in both
Glastonbury and Marlborough for many years.

Her greatest joy inlifewasher family. Shewas
a loving and devoted wife, mother and grand-
mother. Margaret’sgrandchildren werethe delight
of her life.

Margaret is survived by her husband John W.
Boone, her son David W. Boone and his wife
Deborah of Hebron, her daughter BonitaBaldwin
and her husband Russell Stanton of E. Claridon,
OH, her daughter April Boone of Yonkers, NY.,
her sister Alexandrina and her husband David
Sergio of Glastonbury, her brother-in-law and sis-
ter-in-law William and Vivian Boone of South
Carolina. She will be dearly missed by her seven
grandchildren and one great grandchild.

Visitation services for Margaret will be today,
Sept. 2, from 4:30-7 p.m. at the Glastonbury Fu-
neral Home, 450 New London Tpke.,
Glastonbury, with amemorial serviceat 6 p.m. at
the funeral home. Burial will be Saturday, Sept.
3, at 10 am., in Cypress Cemetery, Westbrook.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be
made in her memory to: POTS, Part of the Solu-
tion, 2763 Webster Ave., Bronx, NY 10458.

To leave an online condolence or for directions,
visit glastonburyfuneral.com.




