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raffle table.

Presidents Past and Present...The Andover Friends of the Library held its
annual goods and services auction April 26. Between bidding, the 50/50 raffle,
pizza, beverage and bake saletables, and quilt raffleticket sales, the event raised
over $5,000 for the library. Pictured here are the group’s current and past
presidents, respectively, Janice Bazzani (left) and Dianne Grenier, at the 50/50

Hebron Selects
New Superintendent

by Geeta Schrayter

Last week, the Hebron Board of Education
announced it has sel ected anew superintendent
of schools. With the help of asearch consultant
from Cooperative Educational Services, ana-
tionwide search for the new superintendent was
conducted. However, at the end of it al, the
new superintendent, hails, not from some far-
off state, but neighboring Colchester.

Jeff Newton, who has lived in Colchester
with his family for 13 years and is the current
director of special servicesfor Westbrook Pub-
lic Schools, said this week he was “ absol utely
excited” about the opportunity.

“Everything that I've heard and know about
Hebronisthat it'sawonderful place with won-
derful people,” he said. “I’ve been through the
town anumber of times, I’ ve accessed some of
the stores and businesses, my girls have gone
to the gymnastics studio in town — and | look
forward to increasing that.”

Newton, who was present with hiswife and
three daughters at the special Board of Educa-
tion meeting where he was appointed on April
25, has 13 years of experience as an educator.
He received abachel or’s degree in psychology
at Keene State College in New Hampshire, a
master’'s degree in special education at South-
ern Connecticut State University and hissixth-
year intermediate administrator certificate at
Sacred Heart University. In July, he'll receive
his superintendent certificate at the University

of Connecticut.

Newton worked as a special education
teacher for four years, after which he served as
assistant principal and then principal at the Dr.
Charles E. Murphy School in Oakdale. He be-
ganworking in Westbrook in 2011. Hereceived
the Outstanding First-Year Principal award
from the Connecticut Association of Schools
(CAS) in 2006 as well as Exemplary School
Climate Recognition from CASin 2009.

Newton said hisprevious experiencewill aid
him as he becomes Hebron's superintendent.

“1 was an elementary school principal for
seven yearsthen thedirector of special services
currently,” hesaid. “| have quite abit of central
officeexperiencewhich I think will really help
my transition from one small district to another.”

Newton furthered being an elementary
school principa meant he had an understand-
ing of the needsin a pre-kindergarten through
grade six school district, while his background
in special education meant he’'d be ableto make
surethe appropriate services are offered for stu-
dents who are identified with special needs.

Hebron Board of Education Chairwoman
Kathy Sheafurthered that.

“Jeffrey’ s experiences asaspecial education
teacher, assistant principal and principal in an
elementary school, aswell as hiswork asadi-
rector of special services, will bring our dis-
trict awell-rounded educational leader with a

See Superintendent Page 2

East Hampton el comes New Police Chief
q

by Joshua Anusewicz

Thursday morning marked anew chapter in
the history of East Hampton, as the town offi-
cialy swore in its newest police chief, former
Connecticut State Police officer Sean Cox.

“This is an exciting day,” trumpeted Town
Manager Michael Maniscal co.

Cox was chosen from a field of 52 appli-
cantsthat were viewed by various police agen-
ciesover the past four months. After a handful
of candidates were chosen by the agencies, a
small committee whittled the possible candi-
datesdown to two, with Maniscal co eventually
choosing Cox, whose “level of skill” stood out
from the rest of the pack, the town manager
said.

Maniscal co said that Cox was put through a
rigorous hiring process, whichincluded an “ ex-
tensive” background check, physical and psy-
chological evaluations, and even a polygraph
test. “Everything in that report was positive,”
the town manager said. “ There were no nega-
tives, no concerns. He's a great guy and hard
worker.”

Cox, aresident of Mansfield, is a graduate
of Eastern Connecticut State University and a
1992 graduate of the Connecticut State Police

Academy. Out of the academy, Cox served in
the state police’s Troop K barracks in
Colchester, eventually moving on to become
the resident state trooper in Mansfield and
Tolland. Cox has also served as a sergeant in
the Eastern District Major Crime Squad and a
master sergeant in the Professional Standards
and Internal Affairs Unit.

Prior to his retirement from the state police
this week, Cox served as the commanding of -
ficer of Gov. Dannel Malloy’s security detail.

“I"mexcited to start thischallenge,” Cox said
Thursday to acrowd of residents and town of -
ficials. Cox will beginwith asalary of $90,000,
which will be raised to $100,000 after a six-
month probationary period.

Though he'd only been on the job for a
couple of hours — he started at 4:30 am. on
Thursday — Cox said he was already working
to get himself acclimated with the policiesand
procedures of the department, and had plansto
meet with all of the department’s officers per-
sonally on his first day. Cox added that, over
the next few weeks, he planned to meet with
the other public safety servicesintown, aswell
asother local agencies—schools, churches, the

See Police Chief Page 2
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Former state police officer Sean Cox was sworn in Thursday morning as the
newest police chief of East Hampton.
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The Hebron Board of Education meeting last week voted to appoint Colchester

resident Jeffrey Newton asthe new schoolssuperintendent, beginning July 1. Newton
was present at the meeting with hisfamily, and is shown here, holding his daughter
Emerson. Beside him, left to right, are daughters Molly and Hailey and his wife

Jennifer.

Superintendent cont. from Front Page
comprehensive background of professional ex-
periences to help us move the Hebron Public
Schoolsinto its next era,” Shea said in a press
release.

Along with his experience, Newton said he
thought his personality made him qualified for
the position.

“1 think my personality and opennessand my
open-door policy [qualify me],” he said. “I'll
be caring for acommunity and staff that | know
are hard workers, and we're going to work on a
collaborative effort to make sure we continue
to move Hebron forward in theright direction.”

At the specia meeting, the Board of Educa-
tion went into an executive session prior to mak-
ing a motion on Newton's candidacy. During
that time, Newton could already be found min-
gling and chatting with the staff and adminis-
tration present asthough they already knew each
other.

When the board returned, the motion to ap-
point Newton passed 6-1, with Dominic Marino
against.

Marino said this week he didn’t mean any
disrespect to Newton, and said he seemed like
an “upright person,” but he said he felt acting
Superintendent of Schools Kathy Veronesi had
“earned the right to be superintendent and had
the approval of the constituents and the stu-
dents”

However, the board didn’t have the option to
vote for Veronesi. While she originally applied
for the position, she later dropped out. To that
regard, Shea wanted to make it clear this week
that “theidentity of all the candidates was con-
fidential” and the Board of Education never
made an announcement asto the names of those
who had applied. Veronesi, she said, had re-
vedled to staff that she had applied, and then
withdrew.

“We couldn’t voteon Kathy,” Sheasaid. “ She
was not a candidate.”

Verones did not return a call this week to
explain her decision to withdraw.

Asto whether things would have turned out
differently had Veronesi stayed in, “I wish |
knew,” said Shea.

“There’sno way to predict what would have

happened,” Shea said. But she added she was
“very happy, very pleased” with the selection
of Newton.

“It was a very, | think, exhaustive process
for the staff and the community and the board.
It was very thorough,” she stated. “We're just
quite pleased.”

And at the meeting, Veronesi expressed her
pleasure as well.

“On July 1, you will become one of the
luckiest superintendents in Connecticut,” she
said. “I want you to know | am pleased and
very proud of you.”

Veronesi said Newton would be* surrounded
by children who will amaze you by their good-
ness’ and will “lead with a team of adminis-
trators who will make you better simply by
being in their company.”

“With all of them you will changetheworld
for the better, in every moment of every day.”

Verones then presented Newton with anum-
ber of “tokens’ to help him as he startsin his
new position. Theseincluded asmall toy turtle,
toremind him“fast isn’t alwaysbetter;” a“no”
button, in case he's ever a aloss for words; a
roll of caution tape, so he remembers to take
time out for himself (which she humorously
said she didn’t realize has not only “caution”
but “hot and glamorous” written along it); and,
adecoder ring.

“Thereare so many waysto find an answer,”
she smiled, but “when al elsefails, try the se-
cret decoder ring.”

In a symbolic moment Veronesi, who used
to run track in school, then handed Newton a
baton and wished him “many, many steady laps
in Hebron.”

Now that he hasthe baton, Newton said he's
looking forward to getting to know the staff,
the students, the town and “all of our constitu-
ents and the families and really joining the
Hebron family itself.”

“I"'mvery excited,” he added.

Newton will begin as the Hebron schools
superintendent on July 1. He accepted athree-
year contract with a base salary of $136,400
and a benefits package which the release said
was" commensurate with other administrators
serving in the Hebron school system.”

Town Manager Michael Maniscalco, left, and Town Council Chairwoman Sue

Weintraub, right, were on hand Thur sday to welcome Sean Cox, the town’s newest
police chief. Cox will replace the recently retired Matthew Reimondo, who served
in the police department for nearly 30 years.

Police Chief cont. from Front Page
senior center —to introduce himself to the mem-
bers of the community.

Highlighting what he hoped to do in hisnew
position, Cox said that one of his biggest con-
cerns was customer service, making sure that
residents felt safe and that the police depart-
ment could be used as an approachabl eresource
to the townspeople.

“| alwaysask, ‘What if thiswas one of your
family members?” Cox explained. He added
that building a relationship with the commu-
nity would “move us forward in a positive di-
rection.”

Cox’s ideas were a breath of fresh air to
many, particularly those who have kept aclose
eye on the continued issues surrounding the
police department over the past two years. It
was fitting that Thursday’s swearing-in took
place in the Town Hall meeting room, a loca-
tion that has seen its fair share of controversy
play out in recent years between elected offi-
cids, residents, members of the police depart-
ment and, at the center of it all, former Police
Chief Matthew Reimondo.

At thispoint, the details of the controversies
are well-known, with Reimondo being laid off
by former Town Manager Jeff O’Keefe,
O’Keefe’'s subsequent resignation and
Reimondo’s eventual reinstatement by the
town’s residents. But the controversy contin-
ued to bubble, with accusations, suspensions
of officers, no-confidence votes, and lawsuits
that sullied the town’sreputation and produced
no clear winner on either side of the aisle.

Even Thursday’s meeting wasn't completely
free of mentions of the department’s episodes.
Town Council Chairwoman SueWeintraub pub-

licly thanked Reimondo, who referred to him-
self asa“civilian” while sitting in attendance,
for serving with “courage and honor” through
the tumultuous times.

“It’sbeen quitearide,” said Weintraub. “ Po-
lice chiefs, government officials and media
across the state all agree that the actions taken
by the former administration were unprec-
edented.” She continued, “In the entire coun-
try, you are probably the only police chief that
was elected by the people in a landslide vic-
tory.”

But Thursday’s meeting didn’t havethefeel -
ing of meetings past. Even the meeting room,
the site of numerous controversial moments,
felt differently, with the shades drawn and the
windowsopen, letting bright sunlight and fresh
spring air flow in.

Reimondo, who served the town for nearly
30years, stated after the ceremony that thetown
“found an excellent individual” to lead the de-
partment and “bring integrity and profession-
alism back to this department.”

He added that bringing in new blood would
hopefully put the past whereit belongs—inthe
past.
“1 hope the chapter of the last three yearsis
closed,” Reimondo said. “You know East
Hampton, they’ll rally around him. This town
needed a new chief to move this department
forward the right way.”

And Cox looks ready to do just that. After
speaking with ahandful of individualsfor afew
moments, Cox exited the meeting room with a
brief statement —“ L et’sget to work” —and was
off to continue hisfirst day in his new post.



RHAM Referendum Next Week on $25.94 Million Budget

by Geeta Schrayter

On Tuesday, May 7, the three townsin Re-
gion 8 —Andover, Hebron and Marlborough —
will hold their annual budget referendum to
decide whether the proposed $25.94 million
RHAM budget for 2013-14 will pass.

Thebudget number isa3.52 percent increase
or $873,936 over the current year’sbudget. That
number includes budget driversin the form of
contracted negotiations, health insurance, mag-
net school tuition and transportation.

Under the budget, certified staff salaries
would increase 1 percent plus step while non-
certified staff salaries would climb 2 percent
plus step and the administrators' salaries will
increase 1.88 percent.

Health insurance is expected to climb
$324,672, or 13.43 percent, asaresult of rising
benefit costs, increased enrollment and changes
to national health care.

Due to an increase in students who attend
magnet schools, the amount for tuition is also
slated to rise, up $126,024 over the current
year's $338,448.

Thedistrict’sbus contract was al so extended
by another year and increased one percent —a
move that aligns the expiration date with that
of the three towns in the district in hopes the
entire group can then bid together and realize
some savings.

Superintendent of SchoolsBob Siminski has
explained whiletheseincreasesamount to $1.09
million, the board is only looking for an
$882,382 increase due to some savings. For
example, Siminski budgeted less money for
heating oil and busfuel and savings were real -
ized dueto anew electricity rate. Therearewas
also a $165,440 decrease in specia education
tuition, a$23,976 decreasein vocational tuition

and a$10,310 decrease in board services.
About $200,000 in the proposed budget has
been earmarked for technology purchases.
These include upgrades to the telephone sys-
tem at the high school which wasinstalled when
the school was constructed as well as the 10-
year old Internet data switches. Siminski said
the upgrade to the switchesis needed to ensure
the Internet runs as efficiently as possible in
preparation for the switch to online testing two
yearsfrom now —thisisalso the reason money
is included to lease purchase six laptop carts
holding 24 |aptops each. Other technology pur-
chases include the replacement of 10 desktop
computers for office personnel and money for
three Apple laptops. Asistypical, these items
will be purchased utilizing thelease-to-purchase
option, and will be paid for over five years.
The RHAM budget will be paid for by the

three towns in the district; the exact amount
each town paysisdetermined by the number of
studentsit sendsto the middle and high schools.
For the 2013-14 year, Marlborough is respon-
sible for 28.19 percent of the budget, or $7.31
million, a$5,686 increase over the current year.
Andover is responsible for 16.10 percent or
$3.96 million, a decrease of $75,831.

Asusual, Hebronisresponsible for thelarg-
est amount - 56.55 percent - or $14.67 million.
This is a $952,529 increase over the current
year.

Voting on the budget will take place on Tues-
day, May 7, from 6 am.-8 p.m. in al three
towns. In Andover, voting will occur in the
Town Hall Community Room, 17 School Road;
in Hebron, Hebron Elementary School, 92
Church St; and in Marlborough, Marlborough
Elementary School, 15 School Dr.

New Portland Business Getting Physical

by JoshuaAnusewicz

Likealot of people,
KeithArcari had aplan
when he graduated col-
lege. He would earn
his master’s degree,
obtain the proper train-
ing and hopefully, five
years out, he would
open his own physical
therapy practice. |

“But then | fell in L
love and had three . .
kids” he said witha ~ Keith Arcari
smile, showing he was more than happy to put
his plans on hold to start afamily.

Now, though, the time seemed right. On
Monday, Arcari will open Symmetry Physical
Therapy in Portland, located at 270 Main St.,
where he will put to good use the skills he's
honed over the past 13 yearsin thefield.

Arcari, a Marlborough resident, graduated
from the University of Connecticut in 2000 —

hewasthe president of hisclass—thenwent on
to earn hismaster’'sdegreein physical therapy.
In 2005, Arcari received his manua therapy
certification fromthe Manual Therapy Institute,
one of only a handful of American Physical
Therapy Association-credentialed programsin
the United States. Prior to opening Symmetry,
Arcari hasworked for Select Physical Therapy
in New Britain.

A unique aspect of Arcari’swork history is
hisexperience with on-site physical therapy for
manufacturing companies. He explained that
some larger companies are now contracting
physical therapiststo regularly meet with em-
ployeesto prevent or quickly treat injuriesthat
are sustained on the job to keep insurance costs
down and workers healthy.

When looking for alocation for hisbusiness,
Arcari said hewaslooking to find aplace closer
to home and that was in need of a physical
therapy practice. With only a handful of prac-
ticesin town, Portland fit the bill.

“| really like Portland,” Arcari said, adding

that hewouldn’t rule out moving to thetownin
the future if his businessis a success.

With hisbusiness, Arcari said hisfocuswill
be on what he knows best. Arcari specializes
in outpatient orthopedic services, particularly
the neck and back pain. His experience hasin-
cluded treating a host of injuries and ailments,
including work and sports injuries, stroke re-
covery and braininjuries. Arcari said hewould
treat any patients from five years old to senior
citizens.

“1 do just about anything. | don’t want to pi-
geonhole myself,” he furthered.

To start, Arcari will be the only physical
therapist in the office, focusing primarily on
one-on-one treatments. The sessions, Arcari
said, would incorporate various manual therapy
treatments, including joint mobilization and
mani pulation, soft-tissue manipulation, and an
after-care program for additional treatments
after the patient has recovered.

Arcari added that a unique aspect at Sym-
metry isthe opportunity for one-on-onefitness

training, as well. The facility will include a
separate fitness areawere patients can work out,
either to continue strengthening after an injury
or completing your regular workout in a non-
competitive environment.

“No meatheads,” Arcari assured.

Arcari is activein fitness himself, regularly
competing in triathlons around the state.

Thisweek, Arcari was putting the finishing
toucheson the office, which will berun by only
him and an office manager to start. He said he
plansto expand and, hopefully, hire additional
help to expand the business.

But, for now, Arcari is basking in the glow
of arealized dream — having his own physical
therapy practice. “I1t’s about time,” he said.

Symmetry Physical Therapy islocated at 270
Main $t., in the back entrance. Hours will be
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 8 am.-6
p.m.; Thursday, 8 am.-3 p.m.; and Thursday, 8
am.-1 p.m. All mgjor insurance carriers are
welcome. For more information, visit

Symmetryusa.net.

Chaconis Inducted into Portland Women’s B-Ball Hall

by Joshua Anusewicz

Having reached vir-
tually every milestone
anindividual in hispo-
sition could attain, it
didn’'t seem like there
were any other ways
Portland High School
girls basketball coach
Nick Chaconis could
be honored for his ser-
vice to the sport. So
when he found out he ™ " .
had beennominatedfor ~ Nick Chaconis
induction into the Connecticut Women's Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame, he admitted he was
“gpeechless.”

“It was fantastic,” Chaconis said this week
of the experience. “It was beyond words.”

Chaconis, who is also a special education
teacher at the school, was among seven indi-
vidualsinducted last Wednesday, April 24, at a
ceremony in Hamden, which included former
high school and college players and coaches,
including University of Connecticut women's

basketball coach Geno Auriemma and his as-
sistant coach Chris Dailey.

But the other inductees, including perhaps
the decorated Auriemma, likely take a backseat
to Chaconis in longevity and commitment to
the game. Chaconis has served as Portland’s
coach for the past 39 years, racking up arecord
of 538-319. Under histutelage, Portland teams
have appeared in the state tournament 33 times,
chalking up eight Shoreline Conference titles,
10 state tournament semi-final appearances, two
state final s appearances and, the cherry on top,
the 2011 Class S state championship.

Chaconis has also earned a number of per-
sonal accolades, aswell. In 1985, Chaconiswas
named CIAC Girls' Basketball Coach of the
Year. In both 2001 and 2005, Chaconis was a
finalist for the National Girls Basketbal| Coach
of theYear. In 2004, hereceived the CIAC Bas-
ketball Merit Award; wasinducted into the Port-
land High School Hall of Fame in 2005; and,
in 2012, Chaconis received the Central Con-
necticut District Board's Sportsmanship Award.

It's hard to imagine someone staying in the
same position for nearly four decades, particu-

larly aposition of considerable stressand turn-
over. Asked what's kept him going for so long,
Chaconis highlighted the 40 or so individuals
that came to the induction ceremony last week
to support him.

“It would be impossible to try and list ev-
erybody,” Chaconis said of his supporters
throughout theyears. “You can’'t last in thisjob
without help, and I've had alot of help.”

Chaconis said the support has come from
every angle, including current and former play-
ers, coaches, school administrators, colleagues,
friendsand, most importantly, hisfamily, all of
which were part of his contingent at the induc-
tion.

With so many supporters, Chaconis said it
was hard to choose who would be his honorary
presenter at the ceremony — “| asked for 15;
they said | could havetwo,” hejoked. Chaconis
chose former Portland High boys' basketball
coach Gene Reilly and Arnie Liscombe, one of
hisformer assistants, to do the honors, but added
that his current assistant and former player,
Diane Coleman, was his*“ silent presenter” and
was tough to choose against.

Chaconis called the entire induction cer-
emony “surreal,” particularly being ableto rub
elbows with Auriemma, a legend in the
women’s game. He added that he joked with
the UConn coach, telling Auriemma “he was
in good company” because the two were in-
ducted together and would be forever linked.

But even with the memorableindividual ac-
complishment, Chaconis said his mind was
where it has been since 1975: with those who
have helped earned his accolades.

“Portland is special,” he said, pointing out
the heroes welcome his team received when
they won the state title in 2011. “It's the only
job I've ever had.”

It'smost likely the only job he ever will have
in girls' basketball, as Chaconis said he plans
to return for his 40th season next year. Work-
ing on “a year-by-year contract,” Chaconis
joked that hewill continueto coach “aslong as
they still want me.”

With years of successand personal and team
honors — and with more sure to follow — don’t
be surprised if the Hall of Fame coach goes out
on his own terms.



East Hampton Budget Referendum Set for Tuesday

by Joshua Anusewicz

Next Tuesday, East Hampton residents will
get the opportunity to vote on the proposed
budget for the 2013-14 fiscal year, which totals
$39.24 million.

Thereferendumwill take place May 7, from
6 am.-8 p.m. at East Hampton High Schooal,
15 N. Maple St. All residents and property
owners of East Hampton are ableto cast avote
for the budget.

The budget total represents an $892,213, or
2.33 percent, increase from the current fiscal
year. Of the budget total, $27,530,863 would
be for the Board of Education, $9,734,919
would be for town operations, $1,102,277 for
debt service, and $869,916 for fund transfers.

The town operations budget would represent a
$299,538, or 3.17 percent, increase from the
current fiscal year, while the education budget
would bean $820,023, or 3.07 percent, increase.
The current year’'s budget, which was de-
feated at thefirst referendum, was approved by
voters last June, 994-812. The budget totaled
$38,345,762, which was a $581,471, or 1.54
percent, increase from the prior year.
According to Finance Director Jeff Jylkka,
the proposed mill rate, if voters approved the
budget as is, would be 26.63, a 0.66 mill in-
crease from the current fiscal year. To explain
the tax impact, Jylkka said that a property val-

Haddam Neck resident Carole Johnson
will have her work on display at Preludeto
Summer, an exhibit opening at Maple and
Main Gallery in Chester on May 17. The
exhibit will feature awide range of works
by 38 artists as well as a special show of
paintings of rocks.

The opening for this show, the largest
the gallery has undertaken in its almost
three years, will be Friday, May 17, from
5-8 p.m., when many of the artists will be
on hand and wine and light food will be
served along with a May wine punch.

The Joslow Gallery on the lower floor
of the gallery, will be devoted to paintings
that render rocks and the interpretation of
rocks.

Johnson, an “intuitive” artist, isamember
of Maple and Main Gallery of Fine Art in
Chester. In addition to showing her work at
thegallery, Johnsonisthe Children’sArt Camp
instructor for 7- to 14-year-olds. Look for her
on Fineartamerica.com or Facebook, or con-
tact her at overview24-7@sbcglobal .net.

The show runs through mid-May.

Maple and Main Gallery, located at 1
Maple St., Chester, is open Wednesday
through Saturday from 11 am. to 6 p.m and
Sunday, 11 am. to 5 p.m. Visit mapleandmain

East Hampton Resident’s
Artwork in Show

“Maria Selling Fruit in Rio” by
Haddam Neck resident Carole
Johnson will be on display at an art
exhibit opening at Maple and Main
Gallery in Chester on May 17.

gallery.com for moreinformation, or call 860-
526-6065.

ued at $200,000 would pay $5,326 in taxes for
year.

This budget season has been marked by de-
creases to the Board of Education’s proposed
budget. Though this has become common prac-
ticein recent years, thisyear marked aconsid-
erable slash to the school board, which origi-
nally requested nearly a 6 percent increase to
cover costs that include new technology for
teacher evaluation and standardized testing, an
additional section of all-day kindergarten, and
new English and chorus teachers at the high
school.

The school board initially knocked the in-
crease downto 5.19 percent, but that figurewas

decreased yet again by the Board of Finance,
moving it down to aflat 4 percent. Last week,
however, the Town Council opted to cut the
increase once again down to 3.07 percent, which
isal percent increase in “real expenditures’
from the current fiscal year.

The town operations budget has seen
miniscul e change since Town Manager Michael
Maniscalco presented it last month, with the
only change being a$10,000 increasein fund-
ing for the Middle Haddam Public Library.

For moreinformation and an in-depth break-
down of the budget, visit easthamptonct.org and
click onthelink onthe homepagefor the Town
Council approved budget.

Large Fire Destroys
East Hampton Home

by Joshua Anusewicz

A large fire last Friday burned down a
single-story home on Browning Drive, the
East Hampton Fire Department announced
this week.

According to arelease from Jim Burke, the
newly-appointed public information officer
for the department, the fire occurred on Fri-
day, April 26, just after 10 p.m. Burke stated
that aneighbor smelled smokeand called 911,
with the first units arriving on the scene at
10:06 p.m.

By thetime crewsarrived, Burke stated that
the house was fully engulfed in flames.
Firefightersworked quickly ontheinterior and
exterior of thehome, and acrew wasalso able
to disconnect a large propane tank from the
house.

The fire was quickly extinguished, Burke
said, and crewsremained until roughly 3a.m.

Saturday to monitor the scene.

Burke said no injuries were reported — the
lone occupant of the home was ableto escape
the blaze beforefirefighters arrived —and the
house was deemed a “total loss.” As of
Wednesday, officialsfrom East Hampton and
the Connecticut State Fire Marshal’s office
are investigating the cause of the fire, which
Burke said “ appears to be accidental ”

Burke and the department al so praised the
mutual aid from the nearby Marlborough and
Col chester fire departments, which sent man-
power and equipment to the blaze, and an em-
ployee of thelocal Citgo Food Bag, who pro-
vided coffee at his own expense to the
firefighters that remained on the scene.

“It was a nice touch in the middle of the
night and we thank him for his thoughtful-
ness,” said Burke of the convenience store
employee.

M azzar a Officially Out as Hebron BOE Finance Director

by Geeta Schrayter

After being on paid leave since January, the
RHAM and Hebron school board's finance di-
rector, William Mazzara, has officialy resigned,
effective this past Wednesday, May 1.

Under arelease agreement between Mazzara
and RHAM, the regional school district will
pay him around $18,000 in unused vacation
time and sick leave.

Mazzara, who had been finance director since
2005, was responsible for the finances of both
the RHAM and Hebron school systems. Al-
though he was considered aRHAM employee,
his serviceswere contracted out to Hebron two
days aweek.

The Hebron school board placed Mazzara
on paid administrative leave in December as
the result of an investigation into the finances
of former schools superintendent Ellie Cruz.
After learning of the investigation, RHAM
soon followed suit and placed Mazzara on
leave Jan. 2.

Shortly after Cruz left Hebron to take over
as the superintendent of schools in Plymouth
in December, the Hebron school board learned
she had allegedly used the school district’s
credit card to make a number of unauthorized

purchases including groceries — like a $90
charge at Ted’sIGA Supermarket the day after
her employment ended — and items at jewelry
shops, boutiques, online retalers, restaurants
—even aNordstrom Rack.

The card the charges alegedly occurred on
had a $50,000 limit and was acquired without
the knowledge of the Board of Education. The
application was signed for by Cruz and
Mazzara.

After astudy was conducted on the business
operationsat Hebron Public Schools, it wasalso
determined there wereanumber of weaknesses
in the business office. Theseincluded the lack
of an appropriate procedural manual, weak
oversight, weak financial controls, no special
approval procedurefor purchases over $10,000
and alack of encumbering—when Mazzarawas
asked how he kept track of budget lines with-
out encumbering funds, a report on the find-
ings explained he seemed “unaware” that gov-
ernmental accounting practices required this.

In March, both school boards voted to enter
into a release agreement with Mazzara; the
agreement, which he signed April 2, states
Mazzara “voluntarily retire[d],” effective this

past Wednesday, May 1.

Leading up to Wednesday, Mazzara contin-
ued to receive his salary, which for the 2012-
13 fiscal year, was $82,242. He will now be
given $7,512 for 19 unused vacation days and
$10,674 for 180 accrued sick days. In addition,
Mazzara will continue to be covered by the
district’shealth insurance until June 30, but the
agreement explains he is “not entitled to any
payments, benefits or compensation, in any
form for any reason, from either Hebron or
Region 8 beyond those found in this agree-
ment.”

In aseparate agreement between RHAM and
Hebron, RHAM will also pay the Hebron
school district alump sum of $6,000 asasettle-
ment amount.

“| think that if you look at [the agreements],
the agreement refunded Hebron for the time
[Mazzara] didn’'t serve as business manager,
between the time he resigned and the end of
theyear,” Siminski stated thisweek. “And since
he resigned, the agreement paid him in accor-
dance with his conditions of employment.”

The agreement also calls for Mazzara to

make himself available “upon request” from
now through June 30 to provide information
regarding accounting issuesin either of thedis-
tricts;, however, in Hebron, an interim finance
director has already been hired, and Siminski
said he hopes to do the same by July 1.

As far as business operations at RHAM,
Siminski said there were no unusual findings
in this year's audit report, but to be sure, an
accountant consultant will be utilized to “just
do a little further investigating to make sure
there aren’t any irregularities’ and look at all
of the invoices and bills to ensure there's a
match between thetwo and that all of the proper
procedures had been followed.

Siminski said everyonein central office has
been performing extra dutiesin the absence of
abusiness manager and prior to hiring one, he
wants to make sure there’'s an “ appropriate set
of duties” in the finance area.

“So that’s kind of where | am right now,” he
said, and, overall, he added he'sjust happy the
district can start to put thisissue in the past.

“I"'mglad it’s behind us so we can movefor-
ward,” he said.
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Prague Happy to be Back in Action

by Geeta Schrayter

When former state
Sen. Edith Prague re-
tired last year, she
vowed she wasn't go-
ing to disappear. “I'm
not going to go away,”
she told the Rivereast
last year.

And with her re-
cently being named the
commissioner of the
State Department of “*
Aging (SDA), that  Edith Prague
statement’s been proven true.

Gov. Dannel P. Malloy nominated Praguein
March, saying she was the “natural choice” to
lead the newly-created department considering
her “background and expertise.”

Prague, a Democrat from Columbia, served
as state senator for the 19th District from 1994-
2012. (The district was recently redrawn, but
during Prague’'stime it included Andover and
Hebron.) She was often praised for her work
for the elderly, and served as the senate chair
of the Committee on Aging in 2011. Also, just
before she started as senator, she served as
Commissioner of Aging under Gov. Lowell

Weicker. There, shewasconsidered “instrumen-
tal” in setting up thefirst assisted living facili-
tiesin the state, as well as a state-wide health
insurance program to inform seniorsabout their
insurance options.

Malloy said in March heknew Praguewould
“make an immediate impact” in her new posi-
tion, and added she was “eager to work with
her to address the needs of our state’'s growing
senior population.”

And it’sbecause of that growing population
that Prague —who was confirmed for the posi-
tion last month —said last week she'd asked for
the department and the position.

“1 asked for it because | believe this state
needs a department on aging to deal with the
many problems we're going to face with this
growing population,” Prague said, adding the
position would entail “making thisamore liv-
able state for seniors; trying to help them stay
out of nursing homes, making communitiesliv-
able communities, improving the transportation
system —we have alot of work to do.”

The purpose of the SDA is to provide se-
niorswith servicesthat will alow themtolive
their lives “with dignity, security and indepen-
dence,” therelease explained. The SDA encom-
passesthe Department of Social Services State

Referendum Next Week on
Hebron $35.02 Million Budget

by Geeta Schrayter

The time for the annual budget referendum
has arrived. On Tuesday, May 7, Hebron resi-
dents will have the opportunity to head to the
polls and decide the fate of the 2013-14 pro-
posed budget of $35.02 million.

The spending proposal isanincreaseof 3.71
percent, or $1.25 million, over thecurrent year's
budget. It includes a general government bud-
get of $8.35 million, a 2.26 percent increase
over the current year; alocal Board of Educa-
tion budget of $12.01 million, a.97 percent in-
crease; and Hebron’'s portion of the RHAM
Board of Education budget, which clocksin at
$14.67 million — a 8.04 percent more than the
current year — and is due to increased enroll-
ment at the schoolsaswell asthe overall spend-
ing increase in the RHAM budget.

The general government budget includes
$6.57 million for town government; a$558,325
contribution for capital improvement projects

that cost more than $25,000; $69,445 for capi-
tal projects that cost between $5-25,000;
$100,000 for open space land acquisition; a
$50,000 contribution for revaluation; $10,687
for capital non-recurring projectsand $990,308
for town debt.

Under the proposed budget, the mill rate is
expected to climb 1.25 mills to 34.80. For a
resident with ahome assessed at $200,000, this
would equate a tax increase of $250, from
$6,710 to $6,960.

During the referendum, voters will be de-
ciding, in three separate questions, whether or
not to support the overall $35.03 budget aswell
as a capital improvement program budget of
$846,641 and the overall RHAM Board of Edu-
cation budget of $25.94 million.

Voting will take place Tuesday, May 7, from
6 am. to 8 p.m. at Hebron Elementary School,
92 Church St.

Unit on Aging as well as the Office of Long
Term Care Ombudsman, and Prague explained
peoplewho are currently working inthe state’s
elderly servicesdivision will be moved over to
the SDA.

Upon hearing about Prague’sreturn, various
town official sexpressed their confidencein her
abilities.

“1 think they couldn’t have got a better per-
son for the position,” said Hebron Town Man-
ager Andy Tierney. “| had the pleasure of be-
ing in Edith’scompany when she’'scometo the
[Russell Mercier] Senior Center and spoken to
seniors. She's very knowledgeable of all the
programs and benefits out there offered to the
seniors”

Tierney added Prague was alwayswilling to
assist the seniors in her district through any
processand now, “ her effortswill be statewide.”

Andover First Selectman Bob Burbank mir-
rored those sentiments, calling Prague the “ per-
fect person” to advocate for seniors.

“Edith has always been afriend to Andover
and a friend, obviously, to seniors,” he said,
calling senior support her “forte”

“It'sniceto see her back,” hesaid, “and I'm
sure sh€'ll be agreat help with the senior pro-
grams.”

Former Andover Municipal Agent for the
Elderly Cathy Palazzi said she was* so happy”
Prague was returning and called her a “won-
derful person” who spent her life*dedicated to
working for and helping the seniors.”

“She's the one person | knew | could count
onfor the seniors. Whenever | called and needed
some help sheawaysresponded,” said Palazzi.
“1"'m so glad she’s well enough to take this.”

Meanwhile, Hebron Senior Services Coor-
dinator Sharon Garrard called Prague “tena-
cious’ and the“ideal choice” for the position.

“She redlly has her finger on the pulse of
what peoplewant [and] what people need,” she
said, adding that Prague has “the perfect in-
sight” for this position.”

And Garrard noted Prague had already been
invited to the Russell Mercier Senior Center to
share someinformation on the department with
local seniors. Praguewill be making an appear-
ance on Thursday, May 16, at 3:30 p.m. to talk
about the department and receive input.

Prague said she'sback in Hartford every day
now, and hopesto be commissioner of the SDA
“aslong as[Malloy is] governor.”

“My hope is that we can keep more seniors
out of nursing homes and keep themin the com-
munity where they want to be,” she said.

by Melissa Roberto

Colchester’s town and education budgets
will each be voted on at the annual referen-
dum on Tuesday, May 7.

Residents will be able to vote on the bud-
gets from 6 am. until 8 p.m. at Town Hall,
127 Norwich Ave.

The overall $52.225 million 2013-14 fis-
cal year budget isa3.87 percent increase over
current year spending. It also callsfor the mill
rateto climb 1.48 millsover the current year's
tax rate, from 28.80 to 30.28.

The $13.15 million proposed town opera-
tions budget is a 3.07 percent increase over
the current fiscal year. The proposal includes
several public safety improvements like re-
pairing sidewalks at Town Hall, repairing
ramps and doors at Fire Company 1, as well
asfunding aheavy rescue vehiclethat isused
in emergencies.

The $39.08 million education budget is a
4.14 percent increase, largely due to a 16.67

Colchester Referendum Coming Up

percent spike in health insurance costs at a
cost of $5,573,488. A key item in the educa-
tion proposal that has been well-received by
thepublicistheall-day kindergarten proposal .
The proposal would offer six al-day kinder-
garten classes, instead of the two all-day
classes currently in place, for which students
are chosen by lottery.

First Selectman Gregg Schuster is pleased
with each budget proposal.

“The boards and administration have re-
ally gone over the budgets with a fine tooth
comb,” he said. “We have put forward what
we believe is needed to run the town.”

Schuster added that he hopesresidentswill
participate in the budget process by ventur-
ing to Town Hall on Tuesday to cast their
votes. Hesaid all residents should contact his
officeat 860-537-7220 if they have any ques-
tions about the proposed budget.

Schuster to Seek Third Term—May Be Facmg Ford in Colchester

by Melissa Roberto

First Selectman
Gregg Schuster an-
nounced last week he
will seek re-election
this fall — and select-
man James Ford de-
clared this week he
hopes to run against
him.

Schuster, a Republi-
can, has held the title o
of first sdlectman since .

2009. On April 23, Gregg Schuster
Schuster announced that he is seeking a third
term.

Ford, a selectman, held a press conference
on Wednesday to announce he is pursuing the
Democratic nomination to run for the seat. In
the next few weeks, he plans on reaching out to
the community and listening to their concerns.
The Democratic Town Committee will caucus
in July to determine its nominee for the slot.

Earlier this week, Schuster said being born
and raised in Colchester is one of the reasons
why serving thetown asfirst selectman hasbeen
such an honor.

“| love thistown,” he said.

But besides what he callsa*“very enjoyable
experience’ asfirst selectman, Schuster said his
decisionto seek athird termisbased onacouple
different reasons. First, Schuster said he wants
to stay in his seat because he'd like to stick
around for the final stages of some of the
projectsthat he started, such as the Honeywell

Energy Savings project.

Also, Schuster wantsto continue his goal of
bringing more economic growth to the town.
He said he has assisted in the process of get-
ting Tractor Supply to open in Colchester and
wants to help guide the process as it makesiits
way into town.

Ford — who was met by Democratic Town
Committee membersonWednesday at the Town
Green to announce hisinterest — said he hopes
his interest in the first selectman’s seat will
convert into a nomination by the committee.
Heexplained that hisapproach of forming what
he called an “ exploratory committee” will give
him a chance to explain his position on things
happening in town.

Ford added he “didn’t want to presume that
the town committee would automatically en-
dorse my candidacy,” he explained.

Ford has served asamember of the Board of
Selectmen for the last four years.

According to a press release he issued on
Wednesday, Ford said he feels it is “more im-
portant than ever” that astrong leader leadsthe
town. He said he can fill thisrole by using his
experience in municipal government and land
devel opment to expand economic devel opment
in Colchester. Earlier this week, Ford also ex-
plained that he believesgovernment isaservice.

“The reason we have atown government is
to provideservicesso| believewehaveto serve
the citizens,” Ford stated.

Schuster this week looked back on what he
has accomplished inthelast four years. He said
one of the highlights of histerm wasreceiving

an award by the Gov-
ernment Finance Offic-
ers Association §&
(GFOA) for thelast fis-
cal year's budget. %
Schuster explainedthat [
when he first took the |
seat in 2009, the town |
budget consisted of “a
book ... with lineitems
and numbers.” How-
ever, Schuster said he
vastly expanded the
document to describe
to taxpayers the budget’s objectives, depart-
mental descriptions, and what the money is
used for.

Healsorecalled his success of working with
the state to bring in a Department of Trans-
portation facility to town.

“That isan extremely important successthat
is putting the town on much better financia
footing,” Schuster said.

Schuster and Ford also this week expressed
their goalsif elected thisfall.

Ford said he understandsthat there are many
needsin town. Hisgoalsinclude strengthening
educational opportunities, as well as improv-
ing services for seniors, families and children
in Colchester.

Democratic Town Committee Chairwoman
Dorothy Mrowkasaid she believes Ford can do
just that.

“We redlly need a first selectman that has
leadership skills, communicates to boards and

James Ford

commissions, makes decisi ons out in the open
and needs to be ateam player,” she explained.
“1 think Jim Ford can do it.”

For Schuster, aprimary goal of hisif he sits
in the first selectman’s seat once again is to
continue the economic development in the
town. Schuster said he had just been sitting
down with adevel oper on Wednesday discuss-
ing bringing something new to town.

“It'sthat part of the job that | really enjoy,”
Schuster said. “My primary focusisto continue
to bring employersto thetown to havejobsand
expand the tax base.”

Asidefrom economic development, Schuster
added that he'd liketo assist in determining the
fate of the William J. Johnston Middle School
building project. He also said he'd like to in-
crease community services“whether itisyouth,
seniors or the population in general ”

Republican Town Committee Chairman
Brenden Healy said he is “very excited” that
Schuster has decided to seek athird term.

“He'sdonealot of great thingsfor our town,”
said Healy, while highlighting Schuster’s in-
volvement in helping Tractor Supply and the
state DOT facility break ground in Colchester.

“He'sreally streamlined thetown side of the
budget,” Healy added. “He's made some hard
decisions and cost-cutting measures, but yet
he's also invested in the areas in town that are
inneed likeimproving roadsthat weren't taken
care of by his predecessors.”

Both selectmen will continueto expresstheir
interests in the seat to residents in town. Mu-
nicipal electionswill occur in November.



Schuster Meetsthe ‘ Real Housewwes of Colchester

by Melissa Roberto

First Selectman Gregg Schuster met with
“TheRea Housewivesof Colchester” last week
to discuss their visions of the town’s future.

But for those who might be wondering,
Colchester has not embarked on its own spin-
off of the Bravo network’s Real Housewives
series. Instead, “The Real Housewives of
Colchester” is the name of a Facebook group
that was created for women of Colchester to
join, and to share advice, give suggestions and
update each other with what’s happening around
town.

The group’s latest conversation happened
outside of the Facebook world and outside of
the Keystone Shops on route 16 last Thursday
with Schuster. Nearly 20 of the women who
are apart of the group (which is 386 members
strong) made Schuster aware of what stores,
restaurants and businesses they’d like to see
cometo town.

The meeting was planned after Schuster
heard that the housewives had discussed what
restaurantsthey’d liketo seeintownwithin their
Facebook group. Schuster said the conversa-
tion sparked hisinterest and he reached out to
creator of the group, Wendy Maurice, so he
could hear what else the ladies had in mind.

And it didn’t take long on Thursday for the
women to let thefirst selectman know that they
want “more!”

The ladies started with restaurants. While
they agreed that the town’s many pizza and
Chinese restaurants are “great,” they admitted
avariety would benice. Thewomen thenrattled
off chains they would like to see in town:
Panera, Chili’s, Friday’s, Outback Steakhouse,
Ninety Nine and the list goes on.

One woman mentioned that she'd like
Colchester to become a part of the new frozen
yogurt craze. Another offered up the idea of
bringing an independently-owned restaurant to
town that would be “unique.”

Thegroup also pointed out one of thetown’s
downfalls — alack of stores to shop in. They

Mixed Reviews for Budget at Public Hearing in

by Melissa Roberto

The Board of Finance Monday held the
town’s annual public hearing on the proposed
2013-14 fiscal year budget, and it resulted in
mixed reviews from members of the public.

Board of Finance Chairwoman Evelyn
Godbout kicked off the hearing by presenting
the budget to the nearly 40 residents who at-
tended the hearing.

The budget totals $21,665,665, or a.53 per-
cent increase over current year spending. The
five categories that make up the budget are the
town operations budget, thelocal Board of Edu-
cation budget, and Marlborough’sportion of the
RHAM budget, contingency and debt.

The budget proposal includes afew surpris-
ing aspects. It includes a tax decrease of .51
percent — what Godbout referred to as “prob-
ably afirstinMarlborough” —aswell asaBoard
of Education budget with a .26 decrease. The
mill rate is also anticipated to drop from the
current year’srate by .165 mills, to aproposed
rate of 30.87.

Another first Godbout highlighted inthe pro-
posed budget is a new way of funding capital
items. In the next fiscal year, thetown has pro-
posed five capital items that total $350,500.
Instead of including the capital itemswithinthe
town’sannual budget, the town is proposing to
pay for the items with cash through the town’s
general fund balance.

Godbout said the change in paying for the
capital itemswould savethetown money inthe
long run.

“Everybody knows if you go out and get a
loan you're going to pay alot more money than
if you can pay for something [in cash],” she
said.

For example, Godbout said the town would
save approximately $30,000 on the $175,000
seven-yard dump truck that has been proposed.

Also, Godbout said next year's debt payment
will bethe“largest debt payment in the history

shared their difficulties with shopping for gro-
ceries, new clothing, home items and more.

“When we go shopping we don’t go to
Colchester and that’s huge,” said Maurice.

The women admitted that they can often be
found shopping for essentialsin such placesas
Waterford, Norwich, Lisbon, Willimantic,
Glastonbury, Manchester, East Hartford and
Rocky Hill — but they'd rather be doing it lo-
cally.

“Those days| have to go shopping | dread,”
resident Jeannine Gilbert said. “If we had some-
thing in town | would definitely stay in town
and support my community.”

Thegroup a so mentioned that they’d like to
see another grocery store come to Colchester.
They said they feel the Stop & Shop in town
has higher prices because it doesn’'t have any
local competition.

Thebiggest concern expressed by the house-
wiveswasthelack of retail storesin Colchester.
The women explained that shopping for new
clothing, essentials for children and items
around the home requires at least a 20-minute
car ride, leaving some parents the difficulty of
shopping for their families around their work
schedules.

“1 plan shopping tripsaround my lunch break
or after work because | don't have it here in
Colchester,” resident Stephanie Bunting ex-
plained.

Stores that the women said they would like
to see possibly come to town include Target,
TJIMaxx, Kohl’s, aswell asastorefor children’s
clotheslike The Children’s Place.

“Colchester isavery family-centered town,”
Maurice said earlier this week. “There's alot
for working parentswith kidsand wedon't want
to spend extratime to travel and shop.”

Resident DeeAnne Corticelli also felt that a
retail storeisanecessity for the many families
in Colchester.

“1t would make it convenient for those who
need to get their shopping done within their
busy schedules”

of Marlborough.” At $2,659,873, the town will
see an increase of 6.91 percent in debt over
current year spending. However, Godbout en-
sured the public that the amount “isgoing to be
decreasing from this point forward.”

Lastly, Godbout translated the town’s ex-
pensesinto percentages. Coming in at the high-
est percentage is Marlborough’s portion of the
RHAM budget at 33.8 percent, followed by the
local Board of Education at 33.2 percent, town
operationsat 20.7, and debt serviceat 12.2 per-
cent, capital items at 1.4 percent and contin-
gency at 0.1 percent.

Following Godbout’s presentation, about 17
residents weighed in on the town budget and a
majority of the comments pertained to the lo-
cal Board of Education budget.

In regards to the local school budget, sev-
eral residents said they’'d like to see the
$192,000 — that had been decreased from the
budget due to a health insurance error —split
between the school district and the town. (A
full story about the error appears elsewherein
thisissue.) Residents that pushed for this said
the money could be spent on programs at the
school that had once been cut, likeaworld lan-
guage program and the former Challenge and
Enrichment program.

“Give [MES] the tools it needs to be as at-
tractiveasit can be by providing programssuch
as aworld language program because our stu-
dentsneed to be globally competitive,” resident
Judy Benson-Clarke said.

Other residents argued that funding addi-
tional programsat the school will makethetown
more attractive, which in turn would draw
peopleinto the town.

Resident Sophie Burrows explained what the
outcome would be if this doesn’t happen.

“If this town doesn’t become attractive to
come in, houses are not going to get sold and
our taxes are going to stay up from what | un-

First Selectman Gregg Schuster met Iasx week W|th the “Real Houseww&e of
Colchester,” who shared their thoughts on grocery stores, retail stores and
restaurantsthey’d liketo see nestleinto the area for more convenienceto residents.

Schuster —who often agreed with the group
—told the women he understands the need. As
afather of two, Schuster said he has also expe-
rienced the difficulties of shopping for last
minute items for his family, and can often be
found in Glastonbury picking up some of his
favorite foods to eat that aren’'t available in
Colchester.

Healso said hewanted to be“redlistic” with
the group.

“It’salong ways off to say we're going to be
like Glastonbury or Manchester where you can
get just anything and everything,” he said to
the women.

But the selectman said that would not stop
him from doing what he can to reel new busi-
nessesin.

“We're standing in an area where all the
roads in the area pretty much converge,” he
explained at the Keystone Shops. “We're the
big city. We draw people in from all over the

derstand,” she said.

However, resident Debbie Bourbeau — a
former MES teacher of 35 years—spokein re-
sponse to the several comments made about
enhancing the school.

“] can’t stand sitting here listening to how
terrible life is at Marlborough Elementary
School,” shesaid. “I know the peoplewho work
here, | know thetimeand effort they’ve put into
thisplace and | just can’t sit there quietly and
let you put this place down. It's not that bad.”

Also, a handful of residents spoke from a
taxpayer’s point of view.

Selectman Dick Shea— speaking at the meet-
ing as an individual, and not on behalf of the
board —reminded the public that state mandates
and state funding cuts will only continue to be
pushed onto towns. He added that those are
things that towns have no control over.

“Weknow they’re going to hurt and we know
we're going to have to make it up locally,” he
said.

Richard Denno was a resident in favor of
seeing the taxes go down. Also, he referred to
the aforementioned request by residentsto put
money back into the school budget as “finan-
cial insanity.”

“God forbid we should get a tax break this
year in the town of Marlborough,” Denno said
to the crowd. “ That $192,000 could make sure
that the actual tax bill for the residents in
Marlborough will be less”

Resident Joe LaBella— a former selectman
and Board of Finance member — wrapped up
public comments at the meeting with onesimple
suggestion for the board.

“Let the peopledecide,” hesaid. “Bringit to
avote.”

A specia Board of Finance meeting followed
the public hearing Monday night, where mem-
bers once again voted on the overall town bud-

place”

Schuster also highlighted that the town has
seen a new hibachi restaurant and Sears open
recently, and that he is looking forward to the
Department of Transportation facility and Trac-
tor Supply, which will be opening soon.

Though Schuster relayed to the women that
thevacancy ratein Colchester is“very low,” he
told the women he thinks Colchester has an at-
tractive market full of residentsthat arewilling
to spend money locally.

When asked how Col chester can attract busi-
nesses, Schuster said it can be achieved by
“pounding the pavement and just talking to
businesses’ — something that he ensured the
women he will continue to do. But he did ask
the housewives for their support, and they all
agreed they'd help carry out the endeavor.

For moreinformation about The Real House-
wives of Colchester, search for the group on
Facebook.

Mar|borough

get.

The budget was passed by avote of 5-1 with
no changes madetoit, with members Godbout,
Susan Leser, Doug Knowlton, Ken Hjulstrom
and Cliff Denniss in favor of it, and member
Beth Petroni against it.

Though no changes were made, the board
discussed the popular request that was made
by residents earlier that night to return some of
the $192,000 to the school budget. Some board
members said they felt it would be unfair to
return the money to the school budget because
the same hadn’t been done for the town opera-
tionsor RHAM budgets—budgetsthat a so had
decreases in their health insurance accounts.

Board members also pointed out that the
Board of Education did not request any addi-
tional money to be added into their budget once
the health insurance costs decreased.

“The local Board of Education did not ask
for amodification of their budget so wereceived
no request by the board at al,” Godbout said
after the meeting, “which weighed in on our
discussion aswe voted.”

Also at the meeting, First Selectwoman Cathi
Gaudinski updated the finance board with mi-
nor changesin revenuethat caused the mill rate
to drop atad bit further than it was previously
presented to the public. With the changes, the
mill ratewent fromtheinitialy presented 30.87
mill rate to 30.86, with adrop of .16 millsin-
stead of .165 mills. Also, the new tax decrease
went from a .51 to a .52 percent decrease.

Residents will have the opportunity to vote
on the town budget at the annual budget meet-
ingon May 13, a 7 p.m. inthe MES cafeteria,
25 School Dr. If the budget does not pass, a
town meeting will be rescheduled within three
weeks of the town meeting, and will continue
to be rescheduled every three weeks until it is
passed.



Mar|borough School Board Approves Study

by Melissa Roberto

On April 25, the Board of Education ap-
proved a feasibility study that allows
Marlborough Elementary School (MES) admin-
istratorsto begin researching what it would take
to bring aworld language and cultures program
back into the school’s curriculum.

Bringing back a language program at the
school has been apopular request by residents
—and many MES parents — since the school’s
Spanish program was cut from the budget last
year.

The study was approved by a vote of 6-1,
with members Ruth Kelly, Betty O’Brien,
Louise Concodello, Carole Shea, Judithe
Kaplan and Karen Tyler voting in favor of the
study, and Bob Clarke opposing the study. Mimi
LaPoint and Shannon Bielaczyc abstained from
the vote.

A feasibility study onwhether to provideal-
day kindergarten at the school and to report back
onitin November wasalsoincludedinthevote
— but it was the world language program that
members weighed in on the most.

The study that will be dedicated to the lan-
guage program gives MES administrators seven
months to complete the study before reporting
back to the board with their research in Octo-
ber.

But before Superintendent of SchoolsDavid
Sklarz explained how the study would be con-
ducted, Board of Education Chairwoman Ruth
Kelly felt it was necessary to explain why the
school’sformer Spanish program was cut inthe
first place.

for World Language Program

“The decision to discontinue the language
program was based on economic concernsin a
very difficult budget environment,” Kelly re-
called of last year's budget process.

The chairwoman added that the board was
faced with a“tough decision” to either increase
classroom size or to discontinue the Spanish
program. Kelly said the board surveyed the
parent community, which she said indicated to
the board that classroom size was parents’
“highest priority” — thus causing the Spanish
program to be cut from the budget.

“We made a tough decision based on eco-
nomic concerns and only on economic con-
cerns,” Kelly said, “and we decided to keep
classroom sizes constant.”

Kelly then explained that a subcommittee
was charged earlier thisyear to explore options
of providing an afterschool language program.
Thefeasibility study, however, will bethefirst
time administrators will research optionsto fit
aprogram into the school day.

“Thisisthefirst step,” said Superintendent
of Schools David Sklarz of the study, adding
that bringing aprogram back would involve two
phases.

The superintendent —who would conduct the
study alongside MES Principal Scott
Nierendorf and Assistant Principal Maureen
Ryan — explained that an implementation pro-
cess would follow the feasibility study, where
the board would hear the study and “make a
decision to move forward with it in a timely
manner.”

Marlborough Residents Slam

As for the feasibility study, Sklarz high-
lighted what the administration team plans to
tackle in the next seven months. He said the
teamwill research various programs, survey the
community, design a program, determine how
aprogramisableto fit into the school day and
attach abudget to it so the cost of the program
is known before the development of the 2014-
15 fiscal year budget begins.

“1 just think that’s agood timeline and good
planning,” Sklarz added, “and it says to the
public ‘yeah, we're moving forward.””

Sheastressed that having abudget to look at
before the board needsto make adecisionona
program would be helpful.

“1 think it's important just to know where
we stand budget-wise and before we movefor-
ward with anything,” Shea said, adding that a
budget would help determine whether a pro-
gram would need to be phased in or not.

However, before a vote was taken, some
board members felt seven months to conduct
the feasibility study wastoo long.

“We have been talking about world language
for the three and a half years I’ve been on this
board and | just don’t understand why it’s go-
ing to take seven months,” LaPoint said.

Clarke had similar thoughts. He felt the ad-
ministrators could complete the study and re-
port back to the board in its June meeting. He
said if the study was completed by June, board
members would have time before the start of
the upcoming school year “to make an intelli-

gent decision.”

“We're talking about an elementary school
program here,” Clarke added to further hisop-
position. “ Thereare many examplesinthisstate
and resources that we can draw upon.”

Clarke then made amotion for the adminis-
tratorsto complete the study and report back to
the board in June but the vote failed by 5-4,
with Clarke, LaPoint, Bielaczyc and Kaplanin
favor of it, but Kelly, O’ Brien, Shea, Concodello
and Tyler defeating it.

Memberswho voted against Clarke’ smotion
said they felt comfortable allowing administra-
tors seven months to complete the task.

“1 want it to be meaningful,” said O’ Brien.
“1 think there’salot of work [for the adminis-
tration] to do.”

“We need to go about this the right way,”
Shea added. “We need to make this a lasting
program.”

Following the meeting, resident Dave
Porteous said hefelt the study could have been
donein“30to 60 days,” criticizing “those who
wishto stall” by waiting seven monthsto com-
plete the study.

Theapproval alowsthe administrationteam
to begin thefeasibility study immediately. The
implementation of aprogram will be based on
the report that is brought to the board in Octo-
ber. The Board of Education will then need to
decide whether or not they support the program
that the administration designs, and when the
program would be implemented.

School Board Following Budget Error

by Melissa Roberto

Residents last week slammed the Board of
Education following news of an error in for-
mul ating the 2013-14 fiscal year budget, which
led to the spending package dropping nearly
$200,000 from what the school board approved
in March.

The error — which is related to incorrect
health insurance numbers being used to calcu-
late the budget —wasdiscovered on April 2ina
Board of Finance meeting.

Theboard’smeeting last Thursday, April 25,
was its first since news broke of the error —
which played alarge role in the school budget
for next year dropping by approximately
$192,000. The reduction lowered the initial
$7.37 million budget to $7.18 million — a de-
crease of .26 percent over current year spend-
ing.

The error was a hot topic at the meeting, as
residentsand Board of Education members ex-
pressed concerns over it, which prompted Su-
perintendent of SchoolsDavid Sklarz to address
theissue.

Residents who spoke to the board about the
error said they felt the board missed an oppor-
tunity to repurpose the $192,000 to place key
items back into the budget that they felt were
missing fromiit.

“You could have taken half that amount and
put it towards the language program,” resident
Wes Skorski said to the board.

Resident David Farrington aso gave the
board examples of what some of the money
could have funded.

“It'sa Spanish program, it'sachallenge and
enrichment program, it’s library books,”
Farrington said. “It’severything missing out of
the budget that we want that could have been
put back in. You guysblew it and you still have
no reason why.”

A handful of board members also were con-
cerned about the error. Some members ques-
tioned who discovered the error and why an
emergency meeting wasn't held after the error
was discovered.

Sklarz then walked the board through the
discovery of the error. First, he made members
aware that the insurance is the “most fluid”
number during the budget process becauserates
continue to change. He said the initial health
insuranceincrease that was budgeted at 25 per-
cent over the current fiscal year was “ stagger-
ing,” but that he expected the increase to go
down; he added, though, that he was unaware
of how much at the time.

It wasn't until the April 2 Board of Finance
meeting that Sklarz said he and other Board of
Education memberspresent at the meeting were
made aware of the error. At the beginning of
that meeting, Sklarz told finance board mem-
bers that he anticipated the health insurance
increase to go down to 19.4 percent, or reflect
$27,000 savingsin the budget. However, Sklarz
said First Selectwoman Cathi Gaudinski arrived
to the meeting with news of the error that low-
ered that increase even more.

Theerror Gaudinski shared had to dowitha
miscalculation that was made in the
superintendent’s office. Sklarz said whoever
calculated the health insurance rates in the
school budget forgot to plug in new rates for
all teachers at the school, who switched to a
new insurance plan last July.

Earlier this week, Gaudinski said she came
acrosstheerror just afew daysbeforetheApril
2 finance board meeting, whileverifying health
insuranceratesfor both thetown operationsand
Board of Education budgets. It was then that
Gaudinski said she questioned whether theright
numbers had been used in the education bud-

get. Upon her discovery, Gaudinski contacted
the assistant treasurer for the town, Hayley
Wagner, to verify that an error had been made.

“1 wanted to verify it because it was alarge
number,” she explained.

She told Wegner of the possible error at the
close of business on Friday, March 29. Wagner
looked into the mistake, and confirmed it the
afternoon of April 2 — the day of the finance
board meeting.

“It just came up very quickly,” Gaudinski
added. “No conspiracy there.”

The first selectwoman added that she con-
tacted Board of Finance Chairwoman Evelyn
Godbout and Sklarz as soon as the error was
confirmed. However, Sklarz told the board | ast
Thursday that he hadn’t checked his email, so
the meeting was thefirst he heard of the news.

Board of Education Chairwoman Ruth Kelly,
Vice Chair Betty O'Brien, Secretary Louise
Concodello and Carole Shea all attended the
April 2 meeting and admitted that they, too,
were shocked by the news.

But some school board membersstill wanted
answers.

“Why didn’t we hold an emergency meeting
to try and readjust our budget?’ member Bob
Clarke asked, adding that the money could have
gone towards funding additional programs at
the school, furniture or library books.

Other members expressed frustration about
not knowing about the error until after the Board
of Finance approved the budget on April 4.

Member Mimi LaPoint said she found out
about the error while reading an article that
week inthe Rivereast. “ That'sabsurd,” shesaid.

“1 think we probably could have handled it
differently,” member Shannon Bielaczyc added.

Kelly admitted that an emergency meeting
“never” crossed her mind.

“Truthfully, 1 didn't even think about that
because that night we were all astounded,” she
said.

Sklarz continued to addressthetiming of the
discovery as someboard memberssaid they felt
that the error wasintentionally kept from them.

“I1t was just a matter of timing and commu-
nication,” he explained. “ Everything moves so
fast and | don’t think it was with malice intent
because | talked to Cathi [Gaudinski] and com-
munication broke down at the eleventh hour.”

Sklarz added that the error probably wouldn't
have been found without Gaudinski’s verifica:
tion.

Board of Finance Chairwoman Evelyn
Godbout also commented on the $192,000 sav-
ings this week. She explained it was a combi-
nation of two things: the error that was made
and adrop in the increase that was aready an-
ticipated by both the education and finance
boards.

Board of Finance member Ken Hjulstrom
also made sense of the error this week.

“There was no money cut from the budget,”
he said. “It was simply that the final numbers
reflected the correct information.”

Since the error was made, Sklarz said a
“checks and balances” system has been put in
place that allows the town to verify the school
board’s budget each year.

Also, the board came to a consensus that in
future years, a regular meeting will be sched-
uled in between the first presentation of the
budget to the finance board and before the fi-
nance board approvesit, giving the board more
time to discuss the budget.

More discussion about the error occurred at
the public hearing on Monday and afull story
about that appearsin thisissue.



Andover Municipal Elections are Next Monday

by Geeta Schrayter

Next week, Andover residents will head to
the polls to vote for a number of candidates
running inthe municipal elections. Most —like
those running for the Board of Finance, the
Board of Education, the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals and Zoning Board of Appealsalternate —
are guaranteed a seat due to either the number
of candidatesrunning (or, rather, alack thereaf),
or, asisthe case with the Board of Education,
“restricted voting.”

Although the ballot residents will fill out on
Monday will read “vote for any two” for the
Board of Education and there are three candi-
dates — current members Whitney Covell and
Christina Tamburro along with newcomer Lisa
Hewett —all of them will beapart of the board.

Cathy Palazzi, the Republican registrar of
voters, explained this week “restricted voting”
is an “unusual law” that applies only to the
Board of Education. State election law sets out
provisionsregarding the size of boards of edu-
cation and the methods for nominating candi-
dates and electing members, she said. Since
there happens to be an open seat (occupied by
Danny Holtsclaw, who isalso aRHAM Board
of Education member and isnot seeking re-elec-
tionin Andover) aong with thetwo seats Covell
and Tamburro occupied, there’ s spacefor three
members. And, with three running, that means
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all of them will be seated uncontested.

However, asper thelaw, voterscan only vote
for half the number of members who are to be
€lected — Palazzi furthered there could have been
four candidates on the ballot (thereby making
the number avoter can vote for two) and if that
had been the case, one would have lost.

That’snot the case for the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission however, where incumbent
Republican members Leigh Ann Hutchinson
and Robert Russell are up against Democrat
Patrick Dougherty, who currently serves as an
aternate.

Dougherty, who'slived in town for over five
years, explained thisweek he'srunning for the
commission because hehasaninterestinwhat's
going on with the town. He is already a mem-
ber of the Democratic Town Committee and
joined the Economic Devel opment Commission
two years ago.

“| like helping out my community,” he said,
adding he'salways been interested in the plan-
ning and zoning aspect of the town. “My fam-
ily and I, we just want to keep Andover anice
town to livein for our son —and that’s about it
really.”

Asan alternate, Dougherty said he's already
started | earning about what the position entails.
He said he'sbeen reading through planning and

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

The calendar has turned to May. The
weather is— allegedly — getting warmer. The
Mets are still only a handful of games re-
moved from first place (which meansanything
can happen!). And it’s al'so, once again, time
for residents to vote on their town budgets.

Three Rivereast towns — Colchester, East
Hampton and Hebron—aswell asthe RHAM
school district will seetheir budgets decided
at referendum next Tuesday, May 7. Voting
will take place from 6 am.-8 p.m., just as
they do on Election Day. That means resi-
dentswill have 14 hoursto vote. That’salot
of time, folks; surely you can eke out a few
minutes on your way to or from work.

| think it's vital for everyone who can to
get out and cast a vote in their budget refer-
endums. Budget votestypically get nowhere
near the attention elections do, but high turn-
out for budget referendumsiis just as impor-
tant. Thisisyour chance to help decide what
towns pay for in the next fiscal year —andin
turn, what your taxeswill be. If you'reagainst
a particular spending initiative, go out and
vote ‘no.’ Do you really want to see some-
thing passed? Go out and vote ‘yes. Don't
think someone else will do it instead.

And here's a word of advice from some-
one who's covered many budget votes over
the years: When budgets get defeated, they
rarely get moremoney added to them. They’re
almost aways are cuts.

The referendum is the ultimate in democ-
racy at work. To be honest, | think every town
should have abudget referendum. (I’ m look-
ing at you, Marlborough!) A town meeting
just feelsvery antiquated. L ots of towns, big-
ger communities than the Rivereast towns,
still doit, | know, but it just doesn’t feel right.
Town meetings can be difficult to get to. Ref-
erendums give people plenty of time to show
up and lodge their simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ opin-
ions. Election Day isn't handled via a show
of hands or a paper ballot at town meetings;
why should Budget Vote Day?

Thebottom linefor Colchester, East Hamp-
ton and Hebron residents: get out and vote

next Tuesday. And residents of Andover and
Marlborough: get out and vote for RHAM.
(Andover gets its municipal budget referen-
dum later this month, as does Portland.) It
doesn’t matter if you vote ‘yes or ‘no. Make
your feglingsknown, and seewhat changeyou
can affect. Democracy’s a beautiful thing.
* k% %

| was disappointed — and not in the least
surprised — to see the New York Jets release
Tim Tebow this week. While I'm nowhere
near as into them as | am into the Mets — |
prefer baseball to football, quite frankly — |
am a Jets fan —and what they did with Tebow
last season was a disgrace.

They traded for a quarterback who had
taken the Denver Broncos to the playoffs —
despite already having a quarterback. The
move smacked of just a cheap way for the
Jets to grab some headlines; Tebow was an
insanely popular guy, and the Jets wanted to
ridethewave. Don’'t worry, the Jetssaid. WE' Il
find ways to use him.

Except they never did. Head coach Rex
Ryan seemed opposed to the acquisition from
day one, and hardly ever put Tebow into
games. Even when the Jets’ season started to
collapse, Tebow stayed on the sidelines. Ru-
mors were Tebow simply wasn't very good.
Okay, fine; give him achanceto proveit. They
never did — and it's not like they were run-
ning Joe Namath out there. Mark Sanchez,
who | can only imagine had his confidence
shattered by the Tebow deal, was dropping
balls, throwing interceptions, running into
players' butts — it was vital to keep this guy
on the field? In games that meant nothing?

Apparently the Jets thought so. So instead,
they let Tebow waste a valuable year of his
football-playing life warming the bench. It's
ashame. Tebow deserved better.

Hopefully he can find it at his next stop —
and I’ m sure there will be a next stop for the
talented 25-year-old.

* % %

See you next week — and don’t forget to

vote!

zoning regulations and will take into consider-
aionthingshe'slearned aspart of the Economic
Development Commission regarding how the
town is going to “look towards the future.”

Dougherty added it was important to pay
attention to the kind of businessesthat are pro-
moted.

“You want to seethekind of businessesmove
into town that’ll fit the town,” he said, “and
that’s my focus.”

Russell, who's been on the commission for
23 yearsand said he “might aswell continue,”
felt similarly.

“I"'m for business in the town of Andover,
and | want to maintain its rural affect — and
that’swhy it'simportant to me,” he said.

In hisyears on the commission, Russell said
he thinksthey’ve done “agood job,” and when
residents are considering who to vote for, they
should think of him because of hisexperience.

“Basically, you'relooking at experience,” he
said, adding he’slived in town for “better than
50 years’ and likes the small size of it, adding
while there’s been growth over the years, “it’'s
still small enough to give it that rural effect —
and | just loveit.”

Hutchinson, who has also lived in town al
her life and been onthe board for over 20 years,

said she enjoysthework of the commission and,
like Russell, believesin economic devel opment
while maintaining the rural character in town.

“The preservation of the rural atmosphere
while trying to bring in some businesses that
are appropriate in size to the town so there'sa
little bit lessof aresidential tax base” isimpor-
tant, she said.

Hutchinson said moving forward, planning
isthemost important aspect and, without atown
planner, more of that work falls on the com-
mission. She said the lack of a planner is one
of the challenges the commission faces asthey
have “ much more responsibility,” and areason
she wants to continue on —“just to bring some
continuity,” she said.

“1 really enjoy the work of the commission
and | lived in Andover my entirelife,” shesaid,
“sol’mvery interested in the future of thetown
from the planning and zoning aspect.”

Along with the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission, voterswill a so be choosing which two
candidates to elect for the fire commission out
of Democrats Barry Hansen Sr. and Gregory
Vincek and Republican Gerald Wright.

Electionswill be held Monday, May 6, from
6 am. to 8 p.m. at the Andover Town Hall, 17
School Rd.

Colchester Police News

4/22: Colchester Policerespondedtoasingle
vehicle accident on Middletown Road approxi-
mately one-tenth of a mile west of Victoria
Drive. Police said thedriver, Ellen Brunsgaard,
22, of 24 Tarragon Dr., East Hampton, was
transported to Backus Hospital by the
Colchester Hayward Fire Department for pre-
cautionary measures. Brunsgaard was | ater ar-
rested for DUI.

4/22: Colchester Police said Thomas Michael
Soboleski, 22, of 75Alexander Dr., was charged
with violation of a protective order.

4/23: Colchester Police said they are cur-
rently investigating an incident involving at-
tempted entry and damage to a residence on
White Oak Drive at approximately 1:25 p.m.

4/23: Colchester Police said they are cur-

Marlborough

Police News

4/23: State Police said EftihiaA. Markanton-
akis, 24, of 95 Eastbury Hill Rd., Glastonbury,
wastraveling in theright lane of Route 2 west-
bound in Marlborough when she veered off of
the road striking a wire rope guide rail. The
vehiclethen rolled over once before coming to
arest on its tires against a tree. Police said
Markantonakis complained of pain and was
transported to the Middlesex Hospital Walk-In
Clinic by the Marlborough Volunteer Fire De-
partment. Police said 50 feet of wireropeguide
rail and postswere down asaresult of the acci-
dent. Markantonakis was issued an infraction
for failure to drive in the proper lane.

4/25: State Police said Tamra Peck, 50, of
29 Senate Brook Dr., Amston, was charged with
failureto havelightsilluminated, littering, DUI
and speeding.

rently investigating areported burglary/larceny
from aresidence on Westchester Road. Police
said several items were taken from the locked
residence.

4/25: Colchester Police said Yolanda Ann
Wilson, 44, of 132 Parum Rd., was charged with
sixth-degree larceny.

4/25: Colchester Police said they are cur-
rently investigating a report of an unknown
person entering a residence on West Road at
approximately 6:12 p.m. Police said severa
items were taken from the residence.

4/25: State Police said H. Lee Macdowell,
47, of 627 Central Ave., Dover, New Hamp-
shire, was charged with DUI and reckless driv-

ing.

Hebron Police News

4/25: State Police were called to an active
physical atercation between four females at a
residence on Wall Street. Three victims were
treated on scene for injuries. Police said
KatherineA. Donofrio, 24, of 91 Copper Beech
Dr., Rocky Hill, was transported to Marlbor-
ough Clinic for minor injuries. Donofrio was
charged with two counts of third-degree assault
and breach of peace.

Portland Police News

4/24: Sean Dent, 29, of 43 Briarwood Dr.,
Old Saybrook, was charged with disorderly
conduct and criminal mischief, Portland Police
said.



Obituaries

Hebron
Dorothy E. Stomberg

Dorothy E. (Donlin) Stomberg, 92, of Hebron,
passed away peacefully Thursday, April 25, at the
Marlborough Health Care Center. Born April 16,
1921 in Hartford, she was a daughter of the late
Lawrence and Pearl (Leavitt) Donlin.

Sheworked in the credit office for Sage-Allen
Stores for 12 years and later worked for Searsin
retail and fashion until her retirement in 1994.

Dorothy was a Girl Scout Leader and service
unit chairman in the 1960s. She was very active
with the Russell Mercier Senior Center and the
Hebron Commission on Aging. She was a com-
municant at Church of the Holy Family in Hebron.
Most importantly, she will be remembered as a
loving and devoted wife, mother and grandmother.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in
death by her husband of 47 years, Alden S.
Stomberg, on June 21, 1989; three children, Wil-
liam, Dennis and Brian; four brothers, William,
Raymond, Lawrence, Robert; and two sisters,
Nancy Sullivan and Barbara Frazier.

Survivorsincludethree children, Carol Annand
her husband Matthew Dabrowski of Ashaway,
R.l., Gary Stomberg and hiswifeApril of Deland,
Fla., Jacquelyn and her husband Robert Tyrseck
of Pittsburgh, Pa.; a sister, Jacqueline Donlin of
Newington; 22 grandchildren; 30 great-grand-
children.

Friends attended calling hours Monday, April
29, at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167
Old Hartford Rd., Colchester. Thefuneral service
was held Tuesday, April 30, at Church of the Holy
Family, Church Street, Hebron. Burial followed
in the New Hebron Cemetery.

Inlieuof flowers, Memorial contributions may
be made to The Church of the Holy Family, P.O.
Box 146, Hebron, CT 06248.

The family would like to extend their heartfelt
gratitude to the staff at Marlborough Health Care
Center for their compassion and care over thelast
four years.

Colchester
Madedline G. L' Heureux
Madeline G.

L'Heureux, 94, of
Glastonbury, passed
away peacefully Wed-
nesday, April 24, at |
Harrington Court, after
abrief illness. Madeline
was born April 5, 1919, |
in Worcester, Mass,, to

John and Anna
Gudauskas.
She spent most of her

adult lifein Connecticut
living in the Hartford area and 38 years in
Glastonbury, most recently at the Herbert T. Clark
House. She was employed by the Hartford Group
for a number of years and Glastonbury High
School for five years. She was an active member
of Glastonbury Senior Center and she especialy
enjoyed setback tournaments.

Madeline, fondly known as “the road runner”
is survived by her only child, Lynn L'Heureux
and her spouse Cheryl Whitman of Colchester;
brothers George (Vivian) Gudaskas of East Hart-
ford, William Goode of New York City, and a
number of nieces and nephews. She will be espe-
cialy missed by Viv, her sister-in-law and best
friend of 60 years.

Madelineis predeceased by her husband of 50
years, Richard E. L' Heureux; her sisters Eleanor
Pendzick and Alice Gagnon; and nephew David
Gagnon.

Our thanks to the staff at Harrington Court of
Colchester, especially Jenn, for the loving care
and support given to Madeline in the last weeks
of her life.

A memorial servicewasheld Sunday, April 28,
at the Glastonbury Funeral Home, 450 New L on-
don Tpke., Glastonbury. Family and friends gath-
ered before the memorial. Burial will be private
at alater date.

Memorial donations may be madeto Connecti-
cut Community Care, Inc., Independent Living
fund or a charity of your choice.

For tributes, online condolences or directions,
visit glastonburyfuneral.com.

Middle Haddam
Robert Dewar Jr.

Memorial Service

A memorid service for the late Robert Earl
Dewar Jr., PhD, of Middle Haddam, will be held
Saturday, May 11, at 2 p.m., at the Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church in Middletown.

Dewar, the beloved husband of Alison Rich-
ard, passed away April 8 at the age of 63. His
obituary appeared in the April 12 Rivereast.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to St. Vincent DePaul, 618 Main St.,
Middletown, CT 06457.

East Hampton

Donad Prescott Markham

Donald Prescott Markham, 85, beloved hus-
band of Pauline (Lindquist) Markham, passed
away Friday, April 26, after along conval escence.
A lifelong resident of East Hampton, Donald, born
Nov. 5, 1927, was the son of the late Percy P. and
Rose (Knotek) Markham.

Family, community, service and commitment
defined him. Donald, who preferred to be called
Don, upon graduation from East Hampton High
School in 1945, enlisted inthe U.S. Marine Corps.
World War 1l ended during his basic training, but
he was placed as a member of the inactive re-
serves. He worked for the FBI in Washington,
D.C., from 1946-47, and in 1949 was called to
active duty, becoming a decorated veteran of the
Korean Conflict. Upon returning to East Hamp-
ton, he worked for Thatcher Drug and then the
Sisson Drug Co. of Hartford until 1961, at which
point President Kennedy appointed him East
Hampton postmaster; a position in which he
proudly served for 26 years.

Donwasactively involved inthelife of the East
Hampton community in various capacities. He
was amaster mason for over 50 years and served
as master of Anchor Lodge No. 112 AF & AM
during the 100th anniversary (1971), as well as
serving on the Masonic Temple Association
Board. He was a founding member of the East
Hampton Lions Club Inc. in 1957. Don served as
commander of American Legion Post No. 64 and
was a life member, and, along with other veter-
ans, revived Old Home Day, serving as co-chair
in 1953 and 1954.

Hewas a charter member and first president of
the Chatham Historical Society, and was honored
as chairman of both the East Hampton Bi-Cen-
tennial Committeein 1967 and the local Bi-Cen-
tennial Committee celebrating the founding of our
nation in 1976. He was also a board member of
the Lake View Cemetery Association.

Serving his fellow citizens in town politics,
Don, a lifelong Democrat, was €elected to the
Board of Education in 1956, and from 1969 to
1976 was an appointed member of the Water Pol-
lution Control Authority. From 1952 through
1960, he served as the Democratic Town Com-
mittee Chairman. Don was elected to the East
Hampton Town Council in 1995, serving aschair,
and was re-elected to four more terms (serving
through 2005).

Donissurvived by Pauline, hiswifeof 65 years,
and sons: Dean P. Markham and hiswife Debbie
of East Hampton, their children Nicole F.
Markham of Newport, R.I., Danielle P. Mathias
and her husband Greg and great-grandson
Desmond of Phoenixville, Pa., and Gregory D.
Markham and his wife Kira and great-grandchil-
dren Sandraand Alexander of East Hampton; and
Allan N. Markham and wife Sharon of East
Hampton, and their sons David A. Markham of
East Hampton, and Stephen P. Markham and his
wife Colleen and great-grandson Chase of Pem-
broke, Mass.

Thefamily sincerely thanksthe caring and lov-
ing staff of Middletown Health Care who pro-
vided for his well-being and comfort.

Friends called at Spencer Funeral Home, 112
Main St., East Hampton, on Monday, April 29.
Funeral services were conducted by The Rev.
Michelle Madsen-Bibeau (Haddam Neck Cov-
enant Church) at Spencer Funeral Home on Tues-
day, April 30. Burial followed at LakeView Cem-
etery.

In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate
adonation in Don’s memory to alocal charity or
organization such as the East Hampton Food
Bank, 20 East High St., the East Hampton Am-
bulance Association at PO. Box 144, or the Lake
View Cemetery Fence Restoration Project at PO.
Box 71, al in East Hampton at 06424, or give the
gift of life—become ablood donor with the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Colchester

AnnaVictoria Wierbicki

Anna Victoria Wierbicki, 86, of Colchester,
widow of the late Stanley Wierbicki, passed away
Tuesday, April 23, at the Middlesex Hospital.
Born Sept. 3, 1926, in Rumford, Maine, she was
the daughter of the late Casimir and Anna
(Satkowski) Bardelis.

Mrs. Wierbicki worked her way up through the
ranks at the Salem Clock Co. in Hartford, retir-
ing as executive assistant to the president.

She and Stanley shared 65 years of marriage
before he predeceased her on March 13, 2012.

Sheleavestwo niecesand their spouses, Nancy
and Jim Warren of Colchester and Bernice and
Bert Rice of East Hartford; and many nieces,
nephews and extended family members and
friends.

Care of private arrangements has been en-
trusted to the Aurora-M cCarthy Funeral Home of
Colchester.

Marlborough

David Miller

David Miller, 92, passed away Thursday, April
25, at his home in Marlborough. Born Sept. 15,
1920, in Brooklyn, N.Y., he was the son of the
late Harry and Rebecca Miller.

He was predeceased by his son Harry, named
after hisfather, in 1968, and hiswife Sarain 2009.

Dave worked asadental technician and owned
Lakewood Dental Labs in Lakewood, N.J. His
skill as a crown and bridge technician won him
awards and recognition from the dental commu-
nity for over 50 years.

Upon retirement, he moved, with his wife, to
Marlborough, so that they could be closer to his
family. He was a happy, giving, and supportive
person who always had a smile on hisface. Dave
spent over 20 years as an adult leader in the Boy
Scouts. His love of nature and the outdoors, his
great integrity and respect for others, benefited
hundreds of young people over the years.

He is survived by his sister Lynn of Modii'n,
Israel; his son Bert and wife Frima of
Marlborough; grandchildren Scott Miller and his
wife Chrissy, LauraMiller, Erin Miller, and Emily
Finkle and her husband Ryan; great-grandchil-
dren Max, Stephanie, and Mckenzie; and many
nieces and nephews.

He was laid to rest at Floral Park Cemetery,
South Brunswick Township, N.J., on Sunday,
April 28.

Marlborough _
Genevieve Morrone

Genevieve Morrone, 92, of Glastonbury, for-
merly of Marlborough, died Friday, April 19, at
Glastonbury Health Care. Born Aug. 10, 1920, in
Hartford, Jenny wasthe daughter of Peteand Nellie
(Blizniak) Androsko. Jenny loved flowers, and
enjoyed playing golf until she was 86 years old.

Jenny is survived by a nephew, Edward Rakas
and his wife Elaine of Colchester, and a niece,
Merilyn Rakas of Florida.

In addition to her parents, Jenny was prede-
ceased by a daughter, Jamie-Lyn.

A memorial servicecelebrating Jenny’slifewill
be held today, May 3, at 11 a.m., at the
Glastonbury Funeral Home, 450 New London
Tpke., Glastonbury. Friends are invited to visita-
tion today from 10-11 am., at the funeral home.

Memoria contributions can be made to the
Alzheimer's Association, CT Chapter, 2075 Silas
DeaneHighway, Suite 100, Rocky Hill, CT 06067.

Visit glastonburyfuneral.com for more infor-
mation.

Colchester
Claudette Lynch

Claudette (Chamberlain) Lynch of Colchester,
widow of the late James F. Lynch, with whom
she shared 30 years of marriage, passed away
Thursday, April 25, at home. She was a daughter
of the late David and Germaine (St. Laurent)
Chamberlain.

Early on, Mrs. Lynch worked in administra-
tion for various real estate agencies before own-
ing and operating the Burnham Employment
Agency in Hartford for 20 years before her re-
tirement. She was a communicant of St. Andrew
Parish in Colchester and was an active volunteer
at local nursing homes and soup kitchens.

Sheleavesher sister, Gail Nevinsof West Hart-
ford and Florida, and two nephews, Kevin Nevins
of Stafford Springs and Mark Nevins of Harlem,
N.Y. She also leaves Mary Ellen Vincenzo, a
roommate and friend.

In keeping with her wishes, funeral services
will be private and that asatribute to her memory,
please do a kind deed for another.

Careof arrangements has been entrusted to the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester.

Colchester

Mary Dominick

Mary Dominick, 98, of Colchester, widow of
thelate Frederick W. Dominick, passed away Fri-
day, April 26. Born Dec. 11, 1914, in New York,
shewasadaughter of thelateAndrew and Theresa
(Paskevitz) Swidor.

Mrs. Dominick had worked as an Administra-
tive Assistant for the Hartford Public School sys-
temfor many yearshefore her retirement. Shewas
alongtime communicant of St. Andrew Parishin
Colchester.

Sheissurvived by her grandchildren, Keith and
Susan Augeri of Rocky Hill, Carrie and Steven
Aitken of Durham and Corrin and Eric Hultgren
of Middlefield; great-grandchildren Matthew,
Olivia, Cody, Carson, Tyra and Tatum; and nu-
merous extended family members and friends.

In addition to her parents and husband, shewas
predeceased by her daughter, Barbara Herczeg
Augeri, who passed in January of this year, her
brother, Gus Swidor and her sister, Anne Jaczko.

Friends may call Saturday, May 4, at the Au-
rora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford
Rd., Colchester, followed by a Chapel Service at
10 AM. Buria will be private.

East Hampton

Ruby Elizabeth Marquis

Ruby Elizabeth Mar- =
quis, 94, of East Hamp- ‘* 1‘
ton, widow of the late :
Leo Joseph Henry Mar-
quis, died Sunday, April
28. Born Sept. 10, 1918
in SmyrnaMills, Maine,
she was the daughter of
the late Charles and Iva
(Chase) Condon. Ruby
moved to East Hampton [
in 1951 and raised her |
family.

Sheissurvived by her
sons, Leo C. Marquis of East Hampton, Eugene
Marquisand hiswife Wendy of Vermont; adaugh-
ter, Sharlene Gagnon of Maine; 11 grandchildren;
and many great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased by two sons, Cedric and
Steven.

Funeral arrangements are private. Buria will
bein the family plot in Maine.

The Spencer Funeral Home has care of arrange-
ments.

Amston
Donald Joseph Strom

Donald Joseph Strom, 90, of Amston, formerly
of Hartford, husband of Lucille Jane (Schurmann)
Strom, passed away peacefully Monday, April 22,
in Marlborough Healthcare Center. Bornin Hart-
ford, son of thelate Joseph C. and Carol (Blovsky)
Strom, he lived in Hartford for many years, be-
fore moving to Amston and spending wintersin
Delray Beach, Fla., following his retirement.

After graduating from Bulkeley High School
Classof “1942” Donald enlisted inthe U.S. Coast
Guard and served for three years during World War
I1. Upon returning to Hartford Donald worked for
many years with his father (Joe) at the family
owned Texaco Gas Station in Barry Square. Don
took over ownership from his father and ran the
service station until his retirement in 1988.

BesideshiswifeLucille, Donleaveshisdaugh-
ter Janet LaPointe and her husband Stephen of
Worcester, Mass., hisfour sons; Donald E. Strom
and his wife Judy of Whitehall, Mont., Kenneth
A. Strom and hiswifeAlice of Washington, Mich.,
James E. Strom of Imperia Beach, Cdlif., and
DavidW. Strom and hiswife Dianaof Milwaukie,
Ore.; his seven grandchildren, Judson Strom,
Megan Strom, Peter Strom, Amy Strom, Adam
LaPointe, Andrew LaPointe and Joy (LaPointe)
Poole. Don also leaves his nine great-grandchil-
dren, Joshua, Jackson, Austin, Aubrey, Jamison,
Evangeline, Jacob, Eli and Titus.

Don is preceded in death by his twin brother,
Eugene.

Funeral services were held Thursday, May 2,
in St. Augustine Church, 10 Campfield Ave.,
Hartford. Burial with military honorswill be held
today, May 3, at 1 p.m., in Connecticut State Vet-
erans Cemetery, Bow Lane, Middletown. Friends
caled at the Farley-Sullivan Funeral Home, 34
Beaver Rd., Wethersfield, on Thursday, May 2.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the Alzheimer’s Association, Connecticut Chap-
ter, 2075 Silas Deane Hwy., Suite 100, Rocky
Hill, CT 06067, alz.org.

To extend online condolences, visit

farleysullivan.com.

Colchester
James R. Blanchard

James R. Blanchard, 40, passed away unex-
pectedly Wednesday, April 24. Born Dec. 18,
1972, he was the son of Raymond M. Blanchard
and Carol (Rioux) Blanchard. They survive him.

James graduated from Griswold High School
in 1990 and graduated with a Bachelor’s degree
from University of North Carolina at Pembroke
in 1996. After graduating from college, heworked
in Florida and later Reno, Nev., before moving
hometo help care for hismother. His devotion to
her was timeless.

Furthermore, James was a devoted father and
loving uncleto his nieces and nephews. He had a
special way of touching all those around him and
hisinfectiouslaugh will be deeply missed. James
was an active person who always celebrated life.
He was an avid camper, hiker, cyclist and pho-
tographer. Skiing was another one of hispassions.

In addition to his parents, Jamesis survived by
two daughters, Conoly Jones Blanchard of
Raeford, N.C., and Rylee Blanchard of Reno,
Nev.; brothers, David Blanchard and his wife,
Susan of Colchester and Michael Blanchard and
wifeMaryellen of Norwich; niecesand nephews,
Gabrielleand Elijah Blanchard of Colchester and
Christopher and Caroline Blanchard of Norwich.

Thefamily received relativesand friends Tues-
day, April 30, at Leffler Funeral Home, 30 N.
Main St., Jewett City. Funeral services were pri-
vate. Therewill be afund established for his sur-
viving daughters.

For the online memorial/guestbook, visit
|efflerfuneralhome.com.




East Hampton
Ronald William Flood

Ronald William Flood, 69, of East Hampton,
passed away peacefully at home Wednesday, April
24, after awonderfully fulfilled life. Hewasborn
Aug. 30, 1943, in New Britain.

He leaves behind his beloved wife and best
friend of 44 years, Louise (Di Fiore), daughter
Kimberly and her husband Garth Colegrove of
Clinton, a son, Michael, his wife Lydia Morris
Flood and grandson Wayland Morris Flood of
Issaquah, Wash., and his brother Gerald Flood,
of Portland.

Before moving to East Hampton, Ron was a
longtime resident of Durham where he enjoyed
restoring a 1730 colonia house on Main Street
and raising his children in the community.

He was predeceased by his parents Joseph and
Margaret (Farmer) Flood, his brother Peter C
Flood, and his beloved orange tabby cat of 19
years, “Dallas”

Ron truly loved people, entertaining kids with
inventive games and hosting agreat party. He will
be forever remembered for his positive outlook
on life, endless supply of jokes, infecting others
with his positivity, laughing out loud often, and
serving up Manhattans and Yuengling beer to
guests. Hischildren, nephews and nieceswill for-
ever remember Uncle Ronni€’slegendary “ snipe-
hunting” adventures. His family will remember
the wonderful summers spent in Charlestown
Beach, R.I. He served for six years in the Con-
necticut Army National Guard, Company A 1st
Battalion, as a paramedic and as a sharpshooter.

Ron worked for the State of Connecticut De-
partment of Transportation and retired after 39
years of service. He had avery active retirement.
He spent many hours playing golf and pool with
friends and family, biking the Air Line Trail and
Bristol Pike Path with Louise, reading novel upon
novel, going to the casino with hisclosest friends,
and traveling extensively throughout Europe, the
Caribbean and the U.S. He enjoyed his vegetable
garden and made great salsaand stuffed hot cherry
peppersfor friends and family each summer. His
favorite moments were spent sitting in the sun or
on the beach, and playing with his grandson
Wayland who shares his sense of humor.

Ron enjoyed model trains, ahobby that started
as ayouth where he created his first train layout
under his bed. During retirement, Ron built an
impressive HO model railroad layout where he
made much of the scenery and buildings. The
trains were a delight to both young and old.

Ron leaves behind many beloved relatives,
Irene and Dave Jensen, Rhodie and Paul Coleman,
Catherine Slack, Mary Jane Flood, his soulmate,
friend and brother-in-law Clarence “Red” Slack
and many nieces and nephews.

The family would like to thank all the doctors
and staff of Middlesex Hospital and Hospice for
their compassionate care of Ron.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can
be made to Middlesex Hospital Paliative/Hos-
pice Care, c/o Office of Philanthropy, 28 Cres-
cent St., Middletown, CT 06457 or if you prefer
to send flowers, send them to a living person in
his memory.

A memorial servicewas held Sunday, April 28,
at BiegaFuneral Home, 3 Silver St., Middletown.
Friends called at Biega Funeral Home that day,
prior to the service.

To share memories or express condolences
online, visit biegafuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Randi L. Goldberg

Randi L. (Nirenstein) Goldberg of Holbrook,
Mass., formerly of Colchester, entered into rest
Wednesday, April 24.

Shewasthe beloved wife of Alan H. Goldberg;
dear daughter of Selma Nirenstein of Colchester
and the late Morris Nirenstein; loving sister of
BeaReaNorman and husband Thomas of Vernon
and Ruth Hollum and husband Robert of Vernon;
loving sister-in-law of Marshall Goldberg and
KarenW. Starr of Wayland, Mass.; cherished aunt
of David Norman, Rachel Norman, and Joshua
Hollum. Randi was also loved by many friends
in Connecticut and Massachusetts.

Thefuneral service was held at Stanetsky Me-
morial Chapel, 475 Washington St., Canton,
Mass., on Sunday, April 28, at noon, with inter-
ment at Sharon Memoria Park, Sharon, Mass.
The memoria observance was at the home of
Marshall Goldberg and Karen W. Starr following
interment and on Monday, April 29.

Charitable contributions in memory of Randi
may be made to the MSPCA, 350 South Hun-
tington Avenue, Boston, MA 02130 mspca.org
or the American Diabetes Association , 1701
North Beauregard St., Alexandria, VA 22311
diabetes.org or the American Lung Association,
1301 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 800, Wash-
ington, DC 20004 lung.org.

The online guestbook is available at

stanetsky.com.

Hebron
Wesley E. Keeney

Wesley E. Keeney, 88, of Salem, formerly of
Hebron, husband of the late Lorraine (Syphers)
Keeney, passed on to heaven Wednesday, April
24, in Millersburg, Ohio. Wesley was born in
Manchester July 13, 1924, to Howard and Hulda
(Anderson) Keeney and was very proud of his
family ancestry.

He was raised in Manchester, and graduated
from Manchester High School in 1942 where he
played high school football. Hewas aU.S. Navy
submarine veteran stationed in Groton during
World War |l. He resided in Manchester,
Glastonbury and Hebron before moving to Sa-
lem. He spent the last five months living at his
daughter’'s home in Glenmont, Ohio, where he
accepted Jesus Christ as his personal lord and
savior on Dec. 3, 2012.

Wesley delivered milk in the Glastonbury area
for the family dairy business (Dari-Maid Milk
Co.) for over 40 years. Hewaseveryone'sfriendly
milkman who regularly delivered the milk directly
into the refrigerator. He was an avid gardener,
enjoyed photography, antiquing, going to flea
markets, and spending time with his family and
friends. Wesley was also adiehard Yankees base-
ball and UConn women'’s basketball fan.

Heissurvived by hissix children, Susan (Exior)
Voisine of Stafford Springs, Joyce (Vaughn)
Evans of Westchester, Everette Keeney of East
Hartford, Janet (Steve) Dwyer of Tolland, David
(Judy) Keeney of Hampton and Sandra (Paul)
Purdy of Glenmont, Ohio. Heisal so survived by
nine grandchildren: Brenda Baker, Marc Voisine,
Kimberly Young, Karyn Evans, Krystal Keeney,
Wesley Keeney, Erika Collier, Tara Norbut and
Renee Purdy; and 13 great-grandchildren.

Heis also survived by aniece, Elaine Keeney
of West Hartford, cousins, Donald Keeney of
Hebron and Everette (Bucky) Buckland of
Manchester, former wife Jeanne (Baker) Fallon
of Coventry, and many, many friends who will
misshim greatly, including hisspecia nurse’saide
Jamie Stocker of Killbuck, Ohio, and faithful ca-
nine companion Daisy.

In addition to hiswife and parents, he was pre-
deceased by his brother, Clifford Keeney.

A memorial servicewill be held at alater date
to be determined.

Memoria contributions may be made to Hos-
piceand Palliative Care of Greater Wayne County,
2525 Back Orville Rd., Wooster, OH 44691.

Colchester
Jessie Marie Smith

Jessie Marie Smith, 31, of Colchester, passed
away unexpectedly on Monday, April 22. Shewas
born Jan. 21, 1982, in Groton, a daughter of
Loriann Smith and the late Michael Smith.

Jessi€’s belief was that anything could happen
if she kept living her life fully; and that she did.
Her love of music had her teaching her children
classic rock and roll from the cradle. Her favorite
belief was that when music hit you, you feel no
pain; and shekept all typesof musicin her family’s
world. Jessie loved to laugh and was the life of a
party, quick with ajoke, smart remark or akick in
theass. Living life her own way, she was afriend
to have for life whose loyalty ran deep.

A loving mother, sheleavesbehind her beloved
children, Maliya P. Dean and Leo G. Williams
IV. She will always be remembered by family as
a courageous woman that was striving for a bet-
ter path for herself and her children to whom she
was devoted. Her love and zest for life will be
sadly missed.

In addition to her mother, Loriann, and Larry
Mahoney with whom she made her home, she
leaves her sister, Melanie L. Smith and her son,
James of New London; two special sisters, Kellie
and Donald Berube and their children, Alex and
Andrew of Bow, N.H., and Teri DeDee and her
children, Tailey Tucker, Daisy DeDee and Chevy
Spencer of Antiigo, Wis.; grandparents, Jamesand
Carol Kernozek of Montville; aunts and uncles,
James and Leslie Kernozek and family of
Waterford and Barbara and Omar Morales and
family of Norwich, Daphne and Peter Volkmer
and family of Waterford, Joanne and Joe Dolan
and family of Boston, Mass.; Gerald Smith and
family of Quincy, Mass, and Paul and Lisa Smith
and family of Crestview, Fla.; and numerous ex-
tended family members and friends.

A celebration of her lifewill beheld at 1 p.m.
Saturday, May 18, at Devil’sHopyard State Park.

Donationsin her memory may be madeto ben-
efit her children, C/O Dime Bank, 630 Norwich
Ave., Taftville, CT 06380.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of
Colchester has been entrusted with arrangements.

Colchester
Thomas Edward Oppelt

Thomas Edward
Oppelt, “Tommy,” of
Colchester, beloved
husband of Conchita
Oppelt, passed away
Friday, April 26, at the
age of 80, after along
and courageous battle
with cancer. Bornonthe
3rd of Junein Hartford,
he was the eldest son of
thethree children of the
late Frederick and Dor- EEE
othy (Callahan) Oppelt, "= :
and grew up in West Hartford on Edgemere Av-
enue.

He spent much of his young life with the Boy
Scouts, rising to the rank of Eagle Scout. He al-
ways said it was one of the happiest timesin his
life. Tommy graduated fromWilliam H. Hall High
School and began along career in grocery retail.
Heworked for ShopRite and later, Stop and Shop
until his retirement.

Patriotism was an important part of Tommy's
life. He enlisted in the Army in 1952, training as
a sniper and served during the Korean War with
the 1745 CO E 27th Infantry Regiment and was
wounded in combat. Before returning in 1954,
Tommy was awarded the Korean Service Medal
with two Bronze Stars, the Combat I nfantry Badge
and the United Nations Service and National
Defense Service Medals.

Tommy'’s loves were golfing, bowling, play-
ing cards and spending time with his family, es-
pecialy his grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren. Up until recently, Tommy enjoyed spend-
ing Monday nights with longtime friends bowl-
ing in a duckpin league. What started as a once-
a-month friendly card game of setback turnedinto
a marathon evening of food, drink, setback and
poker (friendly, yes, competitive, definitely). It
was during these occasions that the family intro-
duced him to wine (as an addition to his favorite
beer, “Bud”). He remained the sethack champion
right up to the last game played in the hospital
several days before his death.

Nothing interfered with Tommy’s yearly trips
to Maine and Niantic. He loved the tranquility of
the water and experienced peace and calm while
being there.

In addition to his wife, Tommy is survived by
his sister, Joan Oppelt Brodeur; four children,
Doreen Oppelt, David Oppelt, SandraCarrier and
her husband, William, and Thomas Oppelt Jr.; his
grandchildren, Rebecca Oppelt Hooper, David
Oppelt, Jr., and Jason, Todd and William M. Car-
rier; great-grandchildren, Amber, Laurel and
Isabella.

Hewasrecently predeceased by hissister, Mary
Lou Oppelt Charest Groskritz.

Tommy was an old-world gentleman who en-
joyed and protected the ladies. His compassion,
wonderful sense of humor and overall love for
humanity will not be forgotten. Thefamily would
like to thank the “Angels’ of AMC at Backus
Hospital. A heartfelt “thank you” goes out to Dr.
Mandeep Dhami, who, against all odds, gave
Tommy an additional three years of quality life,
and to his staff for al of their wonderful care dur-
ing his sickness.

The family received guests Tuesday, April 30,
at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old
Hartford Rd., Colchester. A chapel service with
full military honors was observed that evening.
Buria will be private.

Inlieu of flowers, donationsin Tommy’shonor
can be made to The National Boy Scouts of
America Foundation, 1325 W. Walnut Hill Ln.,
Irving, Texas 75015-2079 or to the Korean War
VeteransMemoria Foundation, 10301 McKinstry
Mill Rd., New Windsor, MD 21776-7903.




