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On Wednesday evening, the East.Hampton graduating class of 2014 anxiously

e

awaited their diplomasasthey sat in front of their school and gazed out at a sea of
family and friends. More photos of this year’s high school graduations are available

online at glcitizen.com.

Portland High School

by Elizabeth Bowling

The Portland High School auditorium was
packed — and the cafeteria took on the over-
flow —Wednesday evening for the PHS Class
of 2014 graduation ceremony.

Thefull house consisted of family and friends
of the graduates, there to show their love and
support, aswell as school and town officials.

Members of the PHS graduating class were
led into the auditorium by bagpipes, their school
administration and Board of Education.

The proud members of the audience cameto
a stand to watch their now-alumni enter the
room for the last time as high school students.

Whileit'sdifficult to pull off the graduation
cap and gown combo, the young men and
women of PHS Class of 2014 managed to do
so, with the gentlemen looking dapper in al
black, and the ladies |ooking ready to conquer
theworld inred.

Principal Andrea L avery wasthefirst to step
to the podium Wednesday. She acknowledged
all thosein the audience and asked members of
the PHS basebal | team to stand up and accept a
round of applause for their recent state cham-
pionship.

“What agame Saturday!” Lavery said. “Nice
way to leave Portland High School. Congratu-
lations”

Moving on to addressing the classasawhole,

not just the ball players, Lavery noted the out-
standing “ personality” of the 2014 graduates.

“Every class has a personality, and | say the
Classof 2014 ismy caring, compassionate, kind
class,” Lavery said. “They care about each other,
they care about their families, their community
and their school

For example, Lavery said, 2014 graduate
Maddie McDougal, the president of the
Rachel’s Challenge Club, spearheaded a suc-
cessful fundraiser and used the donationsto set
up an outdoor memoria honoring the victims
of the Sandy Hook shootings.

Lavery aso recalled the graduates' junior
year, when one of their classmates was unable
to attend school because “he was home [and]
in hospitals battling a seriousillness.”

“His classmates came to me,” Lavery said,
“and said, ‘We want to do afew things so his
family knowswe're thinking about him and we
can’t wait for him to come back senior year.'”

Lavery furthered the students put together a
community dinner and a road race for their
friend.

The student council showed compassion,
too, Lavery noted, by putting together an event
to make incoming freshmen feel more com-
fortable and welcomed to the school. The Club
and Sport Fair alowed freshmen to sign up

See PHS Grads Page 2

Belltown Grads
Sent On Ther Way

by Geeta Schrayter

Blue skies, sunshine and a summer breeze
greeted some of Belltown's seniors yesterday,
as they stepped out of East Hampton High
School for the last time as students. They
walked in their telltale blue and white gowns
past family and friends with smiles on their
faces, comingtositinfront of the school they’d
become quite familiar with over the last four
years.

As they sat anxiously awaiting their diplo-
mas, they were encouraged by anumber of in-
dividuals, including the class president and top
three students, schools superintendent Diane
Dugas, Board of Education Chair Kenneth Bar-
ber, and Principal John Fidler.

Each of the four studentswho spoke—Class
President Samantha Roberts, Valedictorian
Shayla Belanger, Salutatorian Brianna
Woodbury and Essayist Madison Germain—had
positive words and recollections for their fel-
low students.

Roberts shared a sentiment sheand her class-
mates had said repeatedly as each new class
cameinto the school: “wow —they’reso small.”
Looking back, it seemed impossiblethey could
have ever been so little. And yet, she assured
them, “we too started as awkward 14-year-
olds”

But, she furthered, “we ve grown” — both
physically and emotionally.

Raoberts said senior year had been a bumpy

ride —likening it to arollercoaster.

“But for all of the drops there were peaks
and we even threw our hands up and had some
fun along the way,” she stated, calling it an
honor to grow up with her fellow students and
represent them as class president.

“We renot small anymore: thefutureisours,”
she said, concluding with a quote by Henry
David Thoreau: “Go confidently in the direc-
tion of your dreams. Livethelifeyou'veimag-
ined.”

Germain, the third-ranked student in the
class, chose to focus on the ideathat it takes a
village to raise a child. East Hampton, she ex-
plained, was a village that had taught the stu-
dents there was more to life than drama and
worrying about little things, like whether their
dresses matched their shoesor creating the per-
fect dioramafor language arts class.

“This village taught me to pick my battles
and to only worry about things | have control
over,” shestated, adding “thisvillage hasgiven
usall thetoolswe need to venture off. And as|
take alook around, | can see this village has
done a pretty great job.”

She concluded, “MayaAngelou wasrightin
saying ‘We cannot make it out here alone.’ In
East Hampton, we have learned theimportance
of acommunity.”

For Woodbury, it wasimportant the classrec-

See Belltown Grads Page 2

Class of ‘14 Graduates

Portland High School students performed the National Anthem to kick off
Wednesday's Class of 2014 graduation ceremony. The 103-member senior classwas
ushered into the futurein front of a packed house of family and friends.
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ognized it was up to them to bring about any
changesthey desired.

“We aways discuss how the conditions we
livein are worsening, but we don’t try to make
achange,” she said. “Well, Class of 2014, we
are the catalysts of that reaction. We are the
next generation of scientists, superstar athletes,
actors, businesswomen and even heroes. In
other words, we are the change.”

AsBelanger reflected on her time at EHHS,
she expressed happinessin the friends she had
formed and the class she was a part of.

“1 am so proud of al the things we have ac-
complished thus far and all of the amazing
things!’m surewe' [l accomplishinthefuture,”
she stated, urging everyoneto “keep on dream-
ing.”

When Dugas took to the mic, it was to tell
the soon-to-be-graduates to take the road less
traveled, because they become opportunities.
She shared her hope that each student would
embrace the unexpected and “ apply grittolearn
and grow,” which she described as a combina-
tion of tenacity and perseverance, before shar-
ing various examples of well-known individu-
alswho have done just that.

She mentioned Steve Jobs, whose journey
took many unexpected turns; the Beatles, who
wereinitialy told by arecord company that they
didn’t have the right sound; Walt Disney, who
had been told while writing for a newspaper
that helacked imagination; and Thomas Edison,
who she said failed 1,000 times before invent-
ing the light bulb.

Likeall of the examples, shesaid, “havegrit,
be tenacious, persevere, leave your mark and
change the world.”

To Barber, it wasimportant that the students
remembered the feeling of successthey felt as
they graduated, and then worked to achieve it
again asthey set their sights on new goals.

“1 urge you to always seek it, always move
forward towards achieving it and asyou achieve
success after success, | want you to remember
those that helped you,” he stated.

When Fidler spoke, hefocused ontheclass's
qualities, sharing that they'd “raised the bar”
and “set the tone in so many ways,” from the
amount of community servicethey performed,
to the charitable donations they raised, the fact
the school had been named to the Advanced
Placement honor roll for the second year in a
row, and had had “lightning strike twicein the
same spot” athletics-wise, with one student
bound for Mg or League Baseball and another
who had participated in the World Cup Devel -
opment Program.

But, he concluded, “Itisyour spirit that will
be missed more than the many, many, many ac-
complishments you have achieved asagroup.”

Mixed in among the familiar faces who had
well wishesfor the group, was the commence-
ment speaker, who, while perhaps not known
for his name, was known by some students for
hisonline handle, “Major Nelson.”

This year's commencement address was
given by Larry Hryb, the director of program-
ming with Microsoft's Xbox Division, who,
Fidler said “has been instrumental in the de-
velopment of Xbox 1, Xbox 360, Xbox liveand
Xbox experience.”

Hryb also happened to walk the halls at East
Hampton High School from 1979-83. His
speech to the graduating class was one filled
with various bits of advice that were actually
applicable to anyone who listened.

“First of all” hesaid, “every job builds char-
acter”

He stated, “Whether you are a dishwasher,
mechanic or doctor, strive to be the best dish-
washer, mechanic or doctor you can be. You
haveitinyou.”

He urged the students to expand their com-
fort zone, “take pause and be creative,” and to
be smart with their money.

In addition, Hryb said “never say anything
you wouldn’t want printed on the front of the
New York Times,” and cautioned students about
thethingsthey say, especially because of mod-
ern technology.

“Growing up my mother always taught my
sistersand I, of course, ‘if you can’'t say some-
thing nice about someone don't say it at al.
This is a new version of that,” he exclaimed.
“That email you sent to someone complaining
about someone or instant message — it will get
back to that one person you don’'t want it to get
back to: be above reproach. Be kind with your
words. Be the person your mother thinks you
are”

Hryb a so pushed the studentsto choose their
north star, ollow it and never waiver.

“Every thought, every choice must lead you
tothat goal,” hesaid. “Every timeyou'refaced
with achoice, ask yourself ‘will thislead meto

Two of the120 membersof theEHHS
Class of 2014

or from my goa? whether your goal isto be
the first college graduate in your family or to
oneday ownyour shop right herein East Hamp-
ton, let every decision you make be driven by
your own north star.”

The sound advice continued on from there,
as Hryb told the students to “do what you love
and the money will follow,” to be bold, and to
fail, because “with each failure you learn.”

He concluded by saying what's most impor-
tant “is to be proud of the choices you have
made in life. You are about to go on this great
adventure: be brave, be bold and take risks.
Unlike video games, you only have one life.”

And with that sound advice from all who
spoke, all that was left was for the class to re-
ceivetheir diplomasand begin the great adven-
ture Hryb spoke of.

The members of the East Hampton High School
Class of 2014 are:

OliviaAckerman, *+ Karina Michelle Aliprandi,
Brandon Lee Allen-Twiss, John Michael
Arcidiacono, Kyle Warren Atwood, Hailee Ann
Baillargeon, Nathan Charles Baker, Kate Elizabeth
Balletto, Victoria Ann Bartolotta, Joshua M. Basil,
Kathryn Lyn Beem, *+ Shayla Marie Belanger,
Matthew John Booth, Kory Michael Bracken,
Mitchell Ryan Brown, Christine Ann Cagle, Krystal
Lee Catalano, Taylor Marie Chagnon, Joshua D.
Chasseau, Adam T. Chiu, Mileena Marie Chrystal,
Nicholas Joseph Claps, Megan Haley Close, Hannah
Rose Cook, + Jenna Kaitlyn Cordeiro, Nicholas P.
Costa, Joel Edward Costanzo, Erin Margaret Crean,
Abby Skye Danziger, Tanner Daniel DeBowsky,
Genevieve MaryAnnaDevin, + Sarah Jo Dickerman,
Anthony P. DiStefano, Robert F. Dobrouch IIl,
Lauren Elizabeth Dolce, Karah Doney+, Nana-Aba
Dougan, + Hannah Dawn Einsiedel, Christopher G.
Fellows, Aubrey B. Fillback, Emily Anne Flynn, +
Krista Lynn Fraulino, Clayton Evan Gagliastri, *+
Madison Leigh Germain, James Joseph Ghezzi 111,
+Lyndsey Marie Gillespie, Brandon Christopher
Goff, +Taylor Lynn Goodreau, Marvin M. Gorgas,
*+Michele L. Hamel, Zachary James Harrington,
Sharon E. Harris, Sara Ashley Hayes, Wada R.
Holman, Jennifer Anne Jendrzejczyk, Kendel John
Kegley, Rachel L. Kelley, Donovan E. Knittel, Jena
Lyn Kowalsky, Vincent R. Langenfeld, Mikagla N.
Lemieux, Laura Elizabeth Lovely, Rebecca A.
Lyons, *+Hannah Joy Magliano, Kyle
Marchinkoski, +Kayla Sean Marrow, Nicholas
Marteka, Gavin Maylock, +Taryn Adams McCabe,
George Joseph McGuigan, Kylie Rae McKeller,
Ashley M. Measimer, Alex T. Meeker, Jewell Lauren
Moody, Phillip Andrew Moon, Raymond Thomas
Morassini, Krista Renee Novotasky, Patrick Brice
O'Meara, +Brynn Alexandra Owen, Colin Thomas
Parks, Jacob Alan Pawlak, Steven Patrick Peltier,
Samuel Peter Perault, Ryan Andrew Peterson,
+Hailey Claire Picking, Sarah Ashley Piscatelli,
Rachelle Anne Poulin, Gregory James Pratt, Nicole
M. Race, *+Lauren Nicole Randall, +Dakota Layne
Reed, Matthew Miguel Reich, Mikala Elizabeth
Repoali, Dylan Cody Riley, Garrett Craig Roberts,
* Samantha Erin Roberts, SiennaMarie Roper, Ryan
D. Roussel, Andy Russo, KureshoA. Salad, *+Madi-
son O’ Connell Savage, Brendan W. Schaller, +Jor-
dan Leigh Schuler, Katelyn Elizabeth Sehl, Brian
Matthew Selavka, Matthew C. Sevigny, Jeremy S.
Simmons-Telep, Brian Robert Sirois, +Alison Lau-
rel Spadorcia, *+Kelly Erin Stoldt, Kyle Richard
Sturmer, Allyse L. Szkoda, Ryan David Taylor, Aus-
tin Patrick Tierney, Thomas John Tuxbury, Leandra
M. Vancedarfield, +Matthew T. Vasquenza, Brianna
ChaseWall, Austin Reed Wellman, *+BriannaMarie
Woodbury.

*Top Ten Students

+Ferrigino-Bell Chapter National Honor Society
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for extracurricular activities and meet the
school’s upperclassmen.

Another example of the Class of 2014'scom-
passion, care and kindness occurred this Me-
morial Day, when the then-seniors came to-
gether to place one flag on the school’s lawn
for every fallen soldier since 2001, Lavery said
proudly.

“We heard really nice commentsfrom al the
visiting teamsthat camein the spring: ‘What a
beautiful memorial. Who did that?” Lavery
recalled. “And wesaid, * Our studentsdid that.’
Andthey werevery, very impressed —asweall

Class President Christopher Lesliefollowed
Lavery, and wasthefirst student speaker to take
to the podium.

He took his audience on a walk down
“Memory Lane” in order to fully capture his
classmates, or, as he called them, “ some of the
most fascinating people | have ever met.”

Starting with kindergarten’s“simpler times,”
Leslieworked hisway up to high school, which
he said was when the students “truly became
aware of the uniqueness’ of their class.

He concluded, “Among our class are cancer
survivors, great artists, thinkers, equestrians,
future military leaders, countless good hearted
people, great friends, and people who will go
on to change the world.”

Ledlie turned the microphone over to salu-
tatorian Marisa DiMare, who started off her
speech by admitting to her fear of public
speaking.

“Public speaking aways terrified me,” she
said. “Yet here | am, speaking to al of you,
facing my fear. But | guessthat’swhat graduat-
ing high school is al about: facing fears. We
have the choice to go into the workforce, con-
tinue onto college, enter the armed forces, or
do whatever else our heart desires. For many of
us, including me, it’sterrifying.”

But then she recalled all the obstacles the
group has aready faced and conquered, like
taking the school bus for the first time, and
learning how to drive a car. Because she and
her classmates have successfully faced their
fearsin the past and “survived,” DiMare said,
“1 know we'll do the same with whatever path
we choose to go on after today.”

Andwith that, shewished her classmatesthe
“best of luck” before introducing Megan
Errichetti, class valedictorian.

“We've learned alot these past four years,”
Errichetti said with a smile. “Yes, we' ve stud-
ied world languages, biology, pre-calc, English,
but there is so much more to high school. We
learned how to manage our time, trying tofitin
time for work and friends between school and
deep. We learned that we are responsible for
our futures. Each one of usisgoing to havethe
final say in our future. We can only get from
lifewhat we put into it.”

She said life after high school isgoing to be
“an exciting new chapter in our lives,” but re-
minded her peers “we cannot forget to remi-
nisce about this chapter we are finishing. Re-
member all the important lessons we have
learned as well as all the people who have
shaped us. After al, high school wasn’t merely
about learning the facts; it was about becoming
aperson. And we, the Class of 2014, haveturned
out to be a phenomenal group of people.”

Onthat note, Superintendent of Schools Sally

Doyen affirmed that each student on the stage
met all graduation requirements. She al so took
amoment to address her upcoming retirement
at the end of the month, which, in away, made
her an honorary graduate.

She said, “I share both your terror and your
excitement in moving into anew phase of life.
So congratul ations and best wishesto each and
every one of you.”

Then, before he started handing out diplo-
mas, Board of Education Chairman Christopher
Phelps called graduation “a special day” that
is“aculmination of 13 years of hard work.”

Hand-shaking and diploma-receiving ensued.
And in only one short hour, the ceremony was
over and the students became graduates, mov-
ing their tassel sfrom theright side of their caps
to theleft, before promptly throwing those caps
into the air in celebration.

The members of the PHS Class of 2014 are:

AKrystian Dominik Adamowicz, *#"Nicholas
Tyler Adamsons, #\Weston Patrick Balskus, Justin
Thomas Barksdale, *"Samantha Paige Bermani,
Lauren Ashley Billings, # Michael Joseph
Bordonaro, Anthony Branciforte, Taylor Ruth
Breece, #>"Olivia Jane Briggs, Timothy Brian
Caplan, >Nicole Jo Caruso, “Kayla Marie Dalton,
Henry A. Deane, *#"CatherineAline DeJong, Bran-
don Delvalle, Kyle Scott Dermody, Brittney
DiCioccio, *#>++"MarisaAnne DiMare, *#>"An-
drew Molloy Donahue, *#>"Molly Catherine
Donahue, >Autumn Faith Dupuis, #'\Jessica Paige
Durkin, "=Benjamin J. Eiss, Samuel Ellis,
*#>+"Megan Michelle Errichetti, Anthony Richard
Faraci, #Sydnee Nicole Famham, Emily Rose
Fazzino, >*"Samantha Noelle Fera, Cameron K.
Frost, Colton Harrison Garen, #Amanda Nicole
Ghent, Leah Marie Gilbert;

Jill Gould, #>"Emily Caroline Guilmette, Lydia
Elizabeth Harris, >Zachary P. Hintz, Robert Chris-
topher Jeffers, Adam Julian, Haley Katherine
Kopchyak, ~Joshua Sebastian LaBella, Donahven
LaPointe, Roger Clifford Lasky, Jason Lesick,
>Christopher Scott Leslie, Christopher Simon
Levesque, Taylor Kathleen Long, John J. Lundell,
>Rachel Eleanor MacKinnon, Patrick Alan Malloy,
Cassandra Manner, Hayden Manning, Olivia Joan
Marlow, *#"Amelia Rose Mattesen, >Madeline
McDougall, *Sean Patrick McGinley, #\Jillian Jane
McGrath, “Courtney Leigh Merrill, *~Brandon Jo-
seph Morris, Sean Anthony Muff, >John Joseph
Muskatallo, "Cameron Mark Noel, #>"Jacqueline
Otake, “Nicholas Patrick Perretta, ~Timothy Ray
Peterson Jr., Michael Brefo Prempeh, Douglas
Mitchell Puida;

#'\Spencer Norman Ravagnani, #McKenzie Col-
leen Reimondo, “Connor David Reinsch, *"Alex
Domanic Riccio, Tucker Riley Rozevink, Jenna
Quinn Rudewicz, "Gary Jon Scaramella Jr.,
#"Joshua William Scovill, ~"Charles Shattuck,
Michael Phillip Siena, *#"Daniel Ryan Sigman,
Maddison L eigh Smith, Kimberly Lynn Spakowski,
~Jason Patrick Staub, Michael Walter Stefanski,
# Emma Kathryn Stoker, Jacob Andrew Strong,
Gavin Sullivan, >Abigail Rose Sweet, Hannah
Marie Tate, Michael Devaughn Tate, Jesse Lee
Thatcher, David George Thomas, Stephanie Annette
Thorell*Abner Velasco, Tyler F. Violissi, =Brittany
Rose Vogt, "=Jaclyn Reese Waller, Erin Margaret
Webster, “"Alex Bryan Wiezbicki, #>"Jessica
Wilcox, #>"Jonah Sidney Winakor, >Morgan Jean
Wyslick, #>"*Michael Antonio Zampano.

* Top 10% of the class — Yellow Cords

# National Honor Society —White Cords

> Tri-M Music Honor Society — Pink Cords
+ Valedictorian

++ Salutatorian

N CAPT Mastery (al tests)

= January Graduate



by Geeta Schrayter

Yesterday, members of the RHAM class of
2014 accepted their diplomas, bringing an end
to their high school career. At the head of that
class were two girls who are now looking for-
ward to an active yet relaxing summer before
they begin the next chapter in their lives: col-
lege.

Andover resident Cecelia Tamburro and
Hebron resident Annie MacL achlan, who have
known each other since they were on the Blue
Team together in seventh grade, earned thetitle
of this year's valedictorian and salutatorian,
respectively — something each said they were
surprised to discover.

“I wasn’t thinking about it,” shared
MacL achlan, although she said she was happy
about the distinction. At RHAM, she explained,
most students focus on the present. While stu-
dents “think about what you can do to make
your future better,” the school, MacLachlan
said, creates an environment “where al you're
concerned about iswhat you're doing right now
—likethe classesthat you'retaking. They force
you to be totally involved with what you're
doing whether it's clubs, sports, music —what-
ever.”

Similarly, Tamburro stated, learning her class
rank “was surprising. | didn’'t plan on being
valedictorian or salutatorian. |'ve always put
pressure on myself to dowell in school, [but] it
was kind of a surprise for me because it’s not
like my grades were 100 percent perfect.”

But they were obviously close enough to
earn her the top spot — and the highlight of a
high school resume that includes chorus and
drama.

“1’ve been very involved in the RHAM mu-
sic department,” Tamburro said. “I’ve done
some sort of chorus every year and I've done
regional [competitions] al four years and All-
State three years.”

In addition, Tamburro’s been involved with
the drama department which she said “helped
keep mesane,” andisaninterest that will carry
over to summer, as she'll be involved with her
final show as part of AHM’s Summer Youth
Theater program.

For MacL achlan, activitiesoutsidethe class-
room have alsoincluded chorus, aswell asband
and various clubs; she's vice president of the
National Honor Society as well as Best Bud-
dies, anon-profit that pairs high school students
and studentswith intellectual and devel opmen-
tal disabilities.

In addition, MacLachlan is on the AHM
Board of Directors and has been dancing at
Dance Dynamicsin Hebron for 14 years.

“That's kind of the after school thing | do,”
shesaid. “It offersalittle relaxation.”

Regarding academics, both students have a
schedule that includes advanced placement
(AP) courses. Tamburro took AP biology and
AP calculusthis year, while MacL achlan took
AP calculus, APlanguage and composition and
APstatistics. Shea so took two semestersworth
of University of Connecticut Spanish, which
garnered her some credits that will follow her
to college thisfall.

Speaking on some of their favorite teachers
fromtheir timeat RHAM, Tamburro mentioned

Top Two Sachems L ook Back

Stephen Pingree from the World Language
Department, who she called “ an amazing man”
and a “very funny guy,” as well as Alexa
Mitchell, who she said was aways willing to
answer any question she had, and whose biol-
ogy classwas “definitely worth taking.”

For MacLachlan, some notables were En-
glish teacher Debbie Anger, who she said had
been “great,” and Shaun Keane from the math
department.

“They'reboth totally supportive,” she stated.

In return, each of the above teachers had
nothing but praise for the girls.

Pingree called Tamburro “an all-around ex-
cellent student.”

He explained she's stood out in regards to
her ability with Latin and her work ethic.

“Inmy 29 years at RHAM, | have had nu-
merous excellent students, but Ceceliabelongs
to the handful of studentswho were absolutely
superior,” he stated.

In addition to her academics, Pingree said
Tamburro impressed him with her “vivacity”
and other pursuits — “especialy singing and
acting.” He said the student is a strong per-
former, and displays “excellent vocal talents.”

Pingree concluded by calling Tamburro’sjoy
for life “infectious’ and sharing there was an-
other student who had been quite quiet, but
through her friendship with Tamburro, “she
started to break out of her reserved nature and
became much more outgoing.”

To Mitchell, Tamburro was“ one of the most
intellectually-gifted and independently self-
motivated students | have had the pleasure of
teaching.”

As astudent, she said Tamburro was deter-
mined, confident and dedicated to completely
understanding a subject.

“Rather than just obtaining only the infor-
mation she needs to pass a test or earn points
on an assignment, Cecelia wants to know how
and why something works,” Mitchell explained.
“She asks probing questions and is not satis-
fied until she hasadeeper understanding of the
topic.”

Beyond her academics, Mitchell furthered
Tamburro’s* modesty, positive energy, and abil-
ity to have fun are what make her approach-
ableand friendly.”

MacL achlan received similar praisefrom her
favorite teachers.

Anger shared, “Annie truly enjoys learning
and is motivated by her own quest for excel-
lence”

She said during class discussions, Anger
could tell when MacL achlan was struck by an
insightful thought, “because she got atwinkle
in her eye and a playful yet knowing smile
crossed her face”

Anger added MacLachlan was the student
classmatesfought over for group projects, “be-
cause they knew that her performance would
help to elevate their own.”

“She served asagreat role model and inspi-
ration for her peers,” Anger concluded. “Annie
actively seeks opportunities for growth and
never settlesfor the path of least resistance. She
isanindependent, self-aware young woman of
whom | am most proud.”

To Keane, MacL achlan “epitomizestheideal

Marlborough Off-Duty Trooper
Catches Robber in Attempt

by Melissa Roberto

An off-duty state trooper’s keen observa-
tionsledto the arrest of asuspect in the act of
attempting to rob the Citgo Gas Station on
North Main Street last Friday night.

A State Police news report at Troop K in
Colchester states at approximately 8:20 p.m.,
the trooper noticed aman outside of the busi-
ness acting suspiciously. The trooper then
made contact with the man, who was found
to be in possession of a butterfly knife and a
“costume-type mask,” police said.

The man was detained and admitted to state
police that he had parked his vehicle at the
Route 2 Exit 12 commuter lot and walked to
his location where he was preparing to rob
the business.

The suspect was identified as Andrew
Bartholomew, 25, of 477 West Main St.,
Amston. He was arrested and charged with
carrying and sale of dangerous weapons and
second-degreerobbery.

Police say the investigation is ongoing.

L ast week, Annie M acLacr'iI‘afn'(Ieft) and Cecelia Tamburroreminisced about their
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time at RHAM and shared their thoughts on being named this year’s salutatorian

and valedictorian, respectively.

student.”

He said her “intrinsic motivation and work
ethic far excel thetypical high school student,”
and her “humbleness and positive attitude has
gained the respect of everyone around her.”

“1 will miss seeing Annie and her 50-pound
backpack at RHAM next year,” Keane quipped,
“but | look forward to hearing great things about
her in the future”

And for MacLachlan, that’s a future which
startsat UConn, where shewill be apart of the
honors program. MacLachlan is a Nutmeg
Scholar and a Stamps Leadership Scholar,
which means her full tuition, room and board,
books — everything —will be paid for. In addi-
tion, she' | have afellowship to supplement her
timeat school, which will pay for study abroad
opportunities.

“I'm redly excited,” she stated. “I’m going
into the five-year specia education program, so
that’s bachelor’s, master’s and teacher certifica-
tion; soit’s all mapped out where | need to go.”

Tamburro said she was similarly excited to
head to Brown University comefall.

“1"m excited about it because they have an
open curriculum — they let you take basically
any classes that you want, which is good for
me, because I’'m undecided as to my major,”
Tamburro shared. “Even if | decided on my
major, | wouldn’t know what | want to do, and

that's stressful, but | think that’s ok.”

And with the personality traits mentioned by
her teachers, Tamburroiscertaintofigureit out
before long.

But before either student has to worry too
much about college, they’ve got the summer to
look forward to — one that contains quite a bit
of activity for each.

MacL achlan will be working at Camp Ad-
venture at Hebron Elementary School during
July, along with an animal assisted therapy pro-
gram.

“Other than that | think I’m just going to try
torelax,” she stated, which means reading lots
of books, going to the beach, horseback riding,
and dancing.

And for Tamburro, the summer will consist
of preparing for theAHM Summer Youth The-
ater performance of How to Succeed in Busi-
ness Without Really Trying, along with fitting
in somereading, music and sleep when she can
—athough, she laughed, “What's relaxation?’

And of course, the two will aso have their
recognition asthisyear’s valedictorian and sa-
lutatorian to think of fondly as they reminisce
about their timeat RHAM —recognition which,
asMacL achlan stated, “islike aspecial cherry
on top — like a little ‘ congratulations’ for get-
ting through high school.”

Colchester Day Pond Visitor
Arrested for Trespassing

by Melissa Roberto

An East Hartford man believed to be in-
toxicated at Day Pond State Park was ar-
rested May 31 for trespassing and a slew of
other charges, according to a news release
at Troop K.

The report states an Environmental Con-
servation police officer of the Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP)
arrested Gabriel Raia, 50, of 22 Elaine Dr.,
on charges of first-degree criminal trespass-
ing, assault on a public safety official, disor-
derly conduct, failure to comply with finger-
prints and littering.

DEEP Sergeant Ramos, who did not dis-
close hisfirst name, explained in aphonein-
terview last week that the department had been
receiving calls from individuals in the area
reporting that aman “was intoxicated.”

Ramosfurthered “theinitial report wasthat

hewastrying to get into hisvehicle” Callers
also voiced concerns “for his safety,” Ramos
said.

Asaresult, Ramos said DEEP Emergency
Medical Services personnel arrived to the
scene, with theintention of transporting Raia
to Backus Hospital. However, Raia was al-
legedly “being combative with EMS while
being transported,” Ramos said.

Raiawas ultimately charged with trespass-
ing, because he was at the local park “past
the time of sunset,” which is when the park
closes, Ramos said. Additionally, he was
charged with littering for allegedly dropping
containers in the park, and due to his “non-
compliant” behavior with EM S staff, Raiawas
charged with assault on a public safety offi-
cial, failure to comply with fingerprints and
disorderly conduct, Ramos said.



Four Longtime MES Teachers Retire

by Melissa Roberto

The 2013-14 school year cameto aclose at
Marlborough Elementary School today — and
so did the careers of four longtime teachers.

Darrell Netto, Ellen Eastwood, Ann Loftus
and Bruce Footewill say goodbyeto the school
they’ve spent the majority of their professional
livesin. In addition to ending their careers at
the same time, the four seem to have another
thing in common: their outlook on MES.

Netto said he felt MES is more than just a
school. “It’s not a school; it's a family,” he
shared.

And his fellow new retirees felt similarly.
Eastwood said, “Working at MESislike being
part of abig, tight-knit family,” and Foote, too,
called the school “very close-knit.”

Loftus, meanwhile, described MES as a
school that is “very warm, very supportive of
education and learning.”

Netto hasworked at the school for 40 years.
Throughout those four decades, he taught
fourth-, fifth- and sixth-graders. He currently
lives in Colchester but before that, lived in
Marlborough for “quite awhile,” he said, and
raised histwo children there.

Netto also worked in Marlborough for 29
years at Netto's Camp, a camp through Parks
and Recreation. A place he's familiar with,
Netto said Marlborough is aso a community
that offersalot of support.

“1 couldn’t have asked to bein abetter place”
Netto said. “ The staff always comesthroughto
help their own and be 100 percent supportive.”

Netto said he's especially noticed that sup-
port the past two years, “when my wife was
so0 sick.” His wife, Paula Netto, a longtime
MES social worker, recently passed away
from cancer.

Netto added he's enjoyed teaching genera-
tions of families, and spoke highly of his stu-
dents.

“They'refascinating,” he said. “It'sabless-
ing to be able to come in everyday and teach
children and try to help them through their own
lives and their own struggles.”

Netto hasno specific plansfor hisretirement,
but said he hopes to stay busy. And he'll have
plenty of good memories of his decades with
the schoal.

“Marlborough has been my whole life” he
said. “I loveit here”

Eastwood is leaving MES after teaching at
the school for 37 years. For amajority of those
years, Eastwood taught first grade. The long-
time teacher stressed both former and current
professionals at the school have contributed to
making MES “such awarm, caring place”

Eastwood said she is looking forward to
spending time with her husband, family and
friends. While she said she'll certainly miss
MES, Eastwood added that she has* many good
feelings and unforgettable memories to ook
back on.”

Loftus is retiring after spending 28 years
teachingin Marlborough. For 12 of thoseyears,
L oftus taught kindergarten, and taught second
grade for the remaining 16. Altogether, Loftus
has been ateacher for 30 years.

Loftussaid MES*“isjust awonderful school
towork at.” She shared one of the highlights of
her career occurred in the 2008-09 school year,
when MES received the Connecticut Associa-
tion of Schools(CAS) Outstanding Elementary
School award. “Tome, it wasareadly bigthing,”
Loftussaid.

L oftus said she decided to retire thisyear to
spend more time with her family while sheis
still in good health. She said she'll miss both
the students and staff.

“I’ll be missing the children and their smil-
ing, little facesand the thingsthey say and do,”
she said, “And working with the colleagues
every day.”

L oftus concluded her career was “very re-
warding,” because she“loved getting to see how
much students grow every year.”

While Loftus plansto spend retirement par-
taking in hobbies she enjoys, the Marlborough
resident said she'll “definitely” come back to
the school to visit.

Foote is bidding farewell after working as
the school’s band director for 38 years. He has
been responsiblefor conducting the very bands
he assembl ed: beginnersband, symphonic band,
jazz band and select band. He has also taught
general music and recorder classesto thethird
grade.

Foote concluded his career has been “won-
derful”

“| dtill love teaching,” he said, despite his
departure. “Marlborough has been avery sup-
portive community. They’ve always supported
the band program right from the start.”

Darrell Netto, Ellen Eastwood, Bruce Foote and Ann Loftus (shown from It)

stand together at their retirement party held at A Villa Louisain Bolton on Juneb.
Thefour Marlborough Elementary School teachersareretiring after being employed

many yearsin the district.

Foote explained he's chosen to retire so he
can spend more time with family. Although he
will not betraveling from hisManchester home
to MES nine months out of theyear, Foote said
he will still “have my hand in music.”

“1’m looking to do some private lessons in
the area and help out in Manchester,” Foote
explained.

Last week, Foote reflected on his last year
at the school, which has featured many con-
certs. Herecalled his final spring concert that
washeld on May 8. The concert featured some-
thing extramemorable: the participation of 25
of hisformer students from RHAM.

“It wasreally special. They did agreat job,”
Foote said.

Foote was also surprised to find “Foote-
notes’ lining the main hallway of MES. The
foot-shaped notes were made by students.

“They said everything from ‘we' [l missyou,
to little reflections on their experiences with
me,” the band director said. “It wasreally cute.

Foote's position will be filled by Donna
Arseneault, who has been employed as the
school’s choral director. “I have every confi-
dencein her that she'sgoing to do awonderful
job,” Footesaid. “It’stimeto step aside and et
someone elsedo it

Colchester Budgets Off to Third Referendum

by Melissa Roberto

Thethird versionsof thetown operationsand
Board of Education budgets for the 2014-15
fiscal year were moved to referendum Tuesday
night — but not before the public weighed in.

The proposed budgets total $53 million —
$13.33 million for town operations and $39.66
million for education — and will go before the
voters next Tuesday.

The spending packages have been cut by a
total of $1,250,000 sincetheir initial proposals
to the Board of Finance. Town officials have
been trying since May 6 to get town and school
spending packages approved for the coming fis-
cal year, which begins July 1.

At the May 6 referendum, the budgets to-
taled $53.65 million. The two were both shot
down heavily at referendum; the town budget
fell by a1,108-724 vote, whilethe school spend-
ing plan lost by a1,194-640 tally.

The second referendum was held May 29, at
which the budgets dropped to $53.37 million.
The town budget fell 1,428-1,108 the second
time around, while the education budget went
down by a1,437-1,104 vote.

And since May 29, the budgets were scaled
back an additional $377,000. The new $53 mil-
lion spending package presents an increase of
1.47 percent, or $769,973, over the current fis-
cal year. The town operations budget totals
$13,334,082 whilethe Board of Education bud-
get amounts to $39,661,795.

Should the budgets pass, the mill ratewould
climb .29 mills, from the current mill rate of
30.281t0 30.57. Listed on thetown’swebsiteis
a break down of how this proposed mill rate
for the coming year would impact taxes. For
example, if a home has a market value of
$200,000 and is assessed at $140,000, the an-
nual increase in taxes would be $40.60, which
comes out to an increase of $3.38 per month.
That annual tax increase would rise to $46.69,
or $3.89 per month, for ownersfor ahomewith
amarket value of $230,000 that is assessed at
$161,000.

Tuesday night’stown meeting gave citizens
an opportunity to comment or ask questions

about the budgets. Aswas the case in previous
budget meetings, a mgjority of parents stood
against the most recent cuts made to middle
school and freshman sports.

Brett Rhodes, afather of two enrolled in the
district, was one of many parentsin the crowd
who shared the importance of sports in kids
lives. “We need to keep our kids busy, healthy,
exercising, and balanced in school, academics,
leadership,” he said.

Rhodestold officialshe's“been avery good
supporter” of the school budget at the last two
referendums. Although he said he's question-
ing what histhird vote will be.

“Small cuts that eliminate freshman sports
trouble me greatly and will make my next de-
cision very difficult,” Rhodes said.

Superintendent of Schools Jeffry Mathieu
and Board of Education Chairman Ron
Goldstein addressed the issue. Mathieu thor-
oughly explained why the cutsto middle school
sportswasmade. He said it was adecision made
after the administration team at the middle
school compared it to the impact of eliminat-
ing the school’s double block of English.

“Right now, middle schoolershave adouble
block of English meaning every student receives
two blocks of language arts,” said Mathieu.
“And the results of that are it's an excelling
school. In order to keep that program sacred,
that model and those teachers sacred, [Princi-
pal Chris] Bennett needed to cut somewhere.”

The superintendent continued, “Whenyou're
faced with that balancing act you need to start
making those hard decisions.”

Goldstein piggybacked off of that.

“To state the obvious, the reductionsto sports
programs have been a difficult choice by both
the administration and the board. We have been
keeping it...until thistime around,” Goldstein
sad. “1t'sonewe decided to make until wewere
getting to this critical stage”

However, Goldstein al so spoke of the possi-
bility of thedistrict being ableto restore middle
school and freshman sports, should the budget
pass. This is due to the possibility of the dis-
trict having asurplusin its self-funding health

insurance account.

“If trends continue, we might meet and per-
haps succeed the funding for that account,”
Goldstein told the crowd. “If that is the case
then there'sapossibility that some funding for
the board of education could shift for those to
be restored.”

Even with that news, parents continued to
side against it.

“The same peoplewho vote against thisbud-
get because their kids can't play sports are the
same people that are going to be complaining
when our kids are out in front of CVS ‘cause
they have nothing el se better to do after school,”
said resident Tracy Fox.

However, there was another concern regard-
ing the education budget brought up Tuesday
night. A student from Jack Jackter Intermedi-
ate School, MarissaNudd, presented apetition
to “save Ms. Messinger, the CLIMB teacher.”
Messinger works as a half-time teacher for the
CLIMB (Challenging Learners, Inspiring
Minds, Beyond Boundaries) enrichment pro-
gram. Inaphoneinterview thisweek Goldstein
explained the CLIMB program isaprogram for
kidswho are “high achievers, who are brought
out for some different types of programming,
different challenges and assignments.”

Goldstein confirmed the enrichment program
was featured in the recent round of cuts. He
said Messinger would bereassigned elsewhere
in the district. Goldstein said the petition was
signed with 132 first names of students.

* k% %

The budget conversation then shifted into
what would occur if the budget should fail a
third time. Goldstein told the crowd, “Although
| very much appreciate your thoughts about not
supporting the budget because it's reducing
things that are very important to you, please
don’t think that by voting ‘no’ those things
might come back,” he warned the crowd.

“The Board of Finance made it quite clear
that if this budget goes down the next budget
will beeven lower, perhaps down to azero per-
cent budget increase,” the school chairman said.

Oneresident asked for the reasoning behind
that notion. Board of Finance Vice Chairman
Raob Esteve spoke to this.

Esteve said, “I'm confirming that the last
discussion the Board of Finance had about what
to do next is moving towards a zero increase
budget. That decision isnot made. That isat a
discussion level”

Esteve sympathized with the crowd. He said
he “personally [has] heartburn” when thinking
about the cuts to sports. However, he said,
“When you look at the decision the Board of
Education has to make, and you take al of the
mandatory and obligated budget items, and you
fund those, there’'s not a lot of discretionary
areasto go after”

The finance chairman concluded, “It is the
thought of the Board of Finance that it makes
no senseto go back with abudget that ishigher
than the one that was just voted down.”

Citizen MerjaL ehtinen questioned what the
dollar amount would be should the next bud-
gets drop to a zero percent increase. Although
finance membersdid not have an exact number
to communicate, finance member James
McNair said with a zero percent increase,
“spending will be alittle larger than it was on
the previous approved budget” due to contrac-
tual obligations, of which he informed the
crowd “are what’s driving the budget.”

Lastly, selectman Bill Curran emphasized the
need for the crowd to get their neighbors to
comeout and vote Tuesday. He admitted hefelt
the low voter turnouts of the last two referen-
dums — the May 6 resulted in 18 percent of
voters weighing in; on May 29 24 percent
weighed in —were “disgusting.”

“Wewant to have thisthing passed. We want
to have good government and schools. We have
to get our neighbors up off their chairs, out to
that polling booth and vote next week. That's
how we make the change,” Curran said.

* k% %

Thereferendum will take placefrom 6 am.-
8 p.m. on Tuesday, June 24 at Town Hall, 127
Norwich Ave,



Bacon Pair Rewarded for Love of Learning

by Melissa Roberto

Perhapsnot every high school student would
voice this opinion, but Katie Stevens and
Meaghan Hickey agreed studying hard during
the four years of high school was something
they enjoyed.

And the pair’slove of learning isjust one of
the reasons the two have since graduated, as of
yesterday, as Bacon Academy’s Class of 2014
valedictorian and sal utatorian.

Stevens, the class valedictorian, said it was
“long-term goals” such asgoing to collegethat
motivated her to stay on top of her studies. Her
next ingredient for success?

“1 enjoyed school,” Stevens said. “I like to
learn and do my best — that was kind of what
drove me”

Hickey voiced a similar sentiment. “I love
learning. My parentsare both teachersso that’s
always been a huge part of my life — learning
and working hard in school ”

Stevens and Hickey were set to take the Ba-
conAcademy graduation stage yesterday, June
19, to share some encouraging words and re-
flections of high school in speeches to their
classmates. Though that’s not the only experi-
ence the two have endured together.

Intheir four years, the valedictorian and sa-
lutatorian took atotal of nine Advanced Place-
ment (AP) classes. They managed to do so
while balancing busy schedules outside of the
classroom, which involved volunteering and
extra-curriculars.

Stevens was on the high school’s track and
cross-country teams all four years. She also
participated on the math team and in unified
sports, and wasamember of the National Honor
Society. The valedictorian also served as the
2014 class treasurer.

Hickey said one of her main passionsin high
school was the drama club. She also said she
stayed busy volunteering through St. Andrews
Church. Hickey also belonged to the National
Honor Society, and volunteered as the student
representative of thetown of Colchester’sYouth
FIRST Coalition, and served on the high
school’s GMO-Free Committee, which re-
searched ways of bringing organic and GMO-
free lunches into the local schools.

Thehigh school seniorsfirst learned of their
top two statusesin mid-May. They both said it
was an “exciting” moment.

“1 know we both worked really hard all four
years,” Stevenssaid. “I1t'sgreat to be valedicto-
rian and salutatorian together.”

Hickey added, “It definitely felt good to
know that my hard work paid off after dedicat-
ing so much time to working hard and not giv-
ing up.”

Hickey said her “original goal” wasto gradu-

Another Budget Referendum

by Elizabeth Bowling

A town meeting was held yesterday to set
the date for East Hampton’sthird budget refer-
endum for fiscal year 2014-15, and while the
meeting was held after press time, it was ex-
pected the date will be Thursday, June 26, from
6am.to8p.m., at East Hampton High School.
This will be the budget’s third trip to referen-
dum since last month.

This time around, the Town Council’s pro-
posed budget totals $40,285,926, a 2.67 per-
cent, or $1,047,951, increase from current-year
spending. The proposed mill rate would be
27.14 mills, a 1.92 percent, or 0.51 mill, in-
crease from the current year.

The proposed budget can be broken down
into $28,265,097 for the education budget;
$9,766,448 for town operations; $954,701 for
transfersto other funds; and $1,299,680 for debt
service.

Compared to the budget that was proposed
and shot down at the second referendum June
3, this go-around features a total reduction of
$264,394 — with $107,700 of that coming out

ate asvaledictorian, but said taking the number
two spot is rewarding, too. In fact, not having
thingswork out according to planissomething
Hickey said she'll remind herself of when she
getsto Middlebury CollegeinVVermont in Sep-
tember.

“Probably the biggest lesson I've learned is
through my pursuit of valedictorian and then
not getting it [is] it's okay if things change,”
Hickey shared. “ Even though | have goals that
sometimes don’'t work out, it turns out for bet-
ter in the end. It doesn’'t have to go the way |
want it.”

Hickey said she had a “really tough time’
deciding to go to college between Middlebury
and Tufts University in Massachusetts. Her fi-
nal choicewas made dueto her love of the com-
munity at the Vermont school.

“It'sareally small environment, and | love
Vermont,” Hickey explained. “| love how envi-
ronmentally-friendly they are and how they
educate the whole person.

“It’s really about the same kind of feeling |
get herein Colchester at Bacon Academy,” she
added.

Hickey plansto major in biology.

As does Stevens, who will become a Uni-
versity of Connecticut Husky come September.
Stevenssaid her final two choiceswere UConn
and College of the Holy Cross in Massachu-
setts. Her final decision was made after shere-
visited both schools; she deemed UConn “just
agood fit.”

“Holy Cross was awesome too, but | saw
myself better at UConn,” Stevensexplained. “I
liked the people; | liked the atmosphere.”

Stevens said her “long-term goal” is to be-
come adoctor, though she pointed out she's* not
sure what type of specific doctor yet.”

Whenit comesdown towhat |essons Stevens
will bring with her to UConn from her home-
town, she shared, “studying skills, time man-
agement, lessons of that sort.”

And the valedictorian agreed with her coun-
terpart. “Even socially, Bacon prepared us.”

That balance of school and social lifeiswhat
thegraduates say will maketheir goodbyesfrom
the district bittersweet.

“Everyone we've known forever will be go-
ing their separate ways,” Stevens reflected on
last week. “I'm sure we'll stay in touch with
all our good friends. I’ m excited for college but
I'll misseveryoneand all theteachers!|’vehad.”

Hickey agreed with the bittersweet vibe of
graduation.

“I"'m glad I'm leaving high school because
I’m ready to move on, but at the sametimel’m
going to missalot of people,” she said, adding
withalaugh, “It'sterrifying to know my future
isgoing to be solely in my hands!”

of the Board of Education budget.

One major reduction from the second refer-
endum on the town side is the elimination of
thepolicecaptain position, whichinitially made
up $59,748. After much debate, the town coun-
cil aso cut afacilitiesforeman position, which
would have been a $82,650 price tag.

Additionally, $75,000 was cut for improve-
mentsto Sears Park, and $16,608 was cut for a
playscape replacement at Memoria Elementary
Schooal. Another $10,000 was cut from the vil-
lage water system along with $20,388, which
would have gone toward police cameras.

Inthefirst two budget proposal s sent forward
by the Town Council, the Democrats and Re-
publicansonthe council weredivided. Thefour
Democrats were able to send two budgets to
referendum despite the three Republican mem-
bers voting against the proposals. For this up-
coming budget, the council is not quite so po-
litically divided. Thistime, the proposal passed
with a5-2 vote, with Democratic council mem-
bers Kevin Reich and George Pfaffenbach vot-
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Katie Stévens

Asked who hel ped support themintheir high
school careers—and when taking their studies
seriously — the two agreed: parents, teachers
and friends.

Stevens’ mother, Mary Stevens, said she is
“very proud” of her daughter.

“She's just a worker and a doer,” she ex-
plained, adding, “ She's always been full of en-
ergy. She's has a spirit where she wants to do
her best and she holds herself to a high stan-
dard.”

Mary Stevens said her daughter would go
above and beyond in her school work. “ Sheal-
ways wanted to stay up and do that extrabit to
make it just the best she could. She always
wanted to do her best”

Hickey’s parents, Sue and Paul, described
their daughters' effortsin school as“intrinsic.”

“She doesn't settle for what's easiest,” the
parents explained in a statement. “ She strives
for what's best and sets high expectations for
herself.”

They said their daughter had awaystaken a
liking to science — even at avery young age.

“At the age of 2, she had memorized a book
[about] all of the giant sea creatures,” the par-
entsexplained, furthering, “I think wejust have
great visionsfor her future”

Of course, finishing up high school isn’t al
about looking ahead to what's next. The vale-
dictorian and sal utatorian also reflected on what

s
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memories as Bobcats they’ |l cherish.

Stevens said the plenty of activitiesthe 2014
class participated in together, such asitsrecent
classtrip and both proms, stick out in her mind.
Academically-speaking, thevaledictorian’sfa
vorite memories are “classes”

Hickey agreed. “Even though we were tak-
ing AP classes, | really enjoyed them. | have a
lot of good memories”

Because the two were enrolled in so many
of those advanced classes together, they high-
lighted AP biology and AP chemistry astwo of
their favorites. Stevens said thisis mainly be-
cause of the school’s “amazing teachers,” and
Hickey added the staff membersare*absolutely
incredible”

Oneof thegirls' AP scienceteachers, Norah
Furlong, reflected thisweek onwhat it waslike
to have themin class.

“1t was wonderful working with them,” said
Furlong. “ They'reintelligent, smart, hard-work-
ing. | just can’t say enough positive things about
those two young ladies, and | think they’re go-
ing to go far”

And now that their most recent memory of
Bacon Academy isthrowing their capsinto the
air, Stevens and Hickey said the four years of
hard work paid off.

“ Someone asked methe other day, ‘ Now that
it'sall over doyouthink it'sworthit?” Stevens
shared. “And | waslike, ‘Well, yeah!””

Next Week in East Hampton

ing against.

Both Reich and Pfaffenbach said at last
week’s Town Council meeting that they did not
support cutting the facilities foreman position.

Town Council Chairwoman BarbaraMoore,
aDemoacrat, voted in favor of the proposed bud-
get at last week’s Town Council meeting. She
explained her ‘yes vote in a phone interview
earlier thisweek —and stressed the importance
of the budget passing next week.

“If it goes to another referendum,” Moore
said, “we' |l have to make more reductions and
you get in the middle of people’s summer
plans”

Republican councilman Ted Hintz also voted
‘yes —thefirst time he's voted ‘ yes' on a bud-
get proposal this season.

In an emailed statement to the proposal ear-
lier this week, Hintz called the new budget “a
compromiseon both sides. | am happy that two
of the [Democratic] members of the Town
Council decided to concede to some of our
ideas”

Hintz said it was unfortunate that the town
had to spend money on two referendums al-
ready, and athird coming up, when the newest
budget proposal is“very similar” to the onethe
Town Council Republicans presented early on
in the budget season.

“The budget the Republicans put forward at
the start is very similar to the current budget
except for the amount being spent on educa-
tion,” he said, noting the school board could
have taken a*“ zero-based budget approach” in
order to limit increases from current year
spending.

Hintz furthered if thisthird budget proposal
passes, he hopes the school board will “be cre-
ative” and find a way to not cut full-day kin-
dergarten, middle school sports, or teacher po-
sitions.

* k% %

To confirm the date of the third referendum,

check the East Hampton town website at

easthamptonct.org.



Groundbreaking Held for Edgevvater Hill in East Hampton

by Elizabeth Bowling

East Hampton's newest economic develop-
ment isunderway. Edgewater Hill, amixed-use
community that will offer residential, commer-
cial and retail spaces, broke ground last
Wednesday — and town and state officials, as
well as the developers and tenants, could not
be more pleased.

Stephan and Lisa Motto of Edgewater Hill
Properties & Dream Developers have been
working for years on the development of the
79-acre piece of land. The husband-and-wife
team is also responsible for the Laurel Ridge
development, a housing community next door
to Edgewater Hill on Route 66. According to
Stephan Motto, Laurel Ridge broke ground in
2004 and was completed in 2012.

He added the support and friendships made
from the Laurel Ridge project “gave me the
hope and the vision for this new project.”

Thedesigning for the Edgewater Hill project
began in 2005, but the concepts started being
drafted in around 2003, Motto said.

“It's finally here,” he said at last week’s
groundbreaking ceremony. “It'salong timein
the making.”

Motto called the development his and his
wife's“dream.”

“It worksfor the town of East Hampton and
it works for us, and it works from alogistical
and financia standpoint,” he said, covering all
the bases.

According to Motto, Edgewater Hill will fea-
ture onethree-story building with office spaces
on the second and third floors, and retail space
onthefirst floor. The development isset to have
more than 200 residential units, not including
office or retail space, he said.

There are three spaces for tenants, Motto
explained, and two have beenfilled aready. One
tenant will be Educational Playcare, and the
other will be Berkshire Hathaway Realty.

Gerry Pastor, co-owner of Educational
Playcare, explained his company already ex-

istsin six locations— Edgewater Hill would be
its seventh. Pastor said he plans to offer ser-
vicesfor 190 children, ages six weeks through
pre-school, at the Edgewater Hill location.

Berkshire Hathaway New England Proper-
ties regional vice president, Beth DiL oreto,
called the devel opment “ exciting growth for the
community.”

Local and state officials agreed.

“Economic development is more important
than ever,” state Sen. Art Linares said of
Belltown’s promising new project.

“We welcome Edgewater Hill with open
arms,” he added, before thanking the Mottos
for their dedication to the project.

State Rep. Méelissa Ziobron also welcomed
the upcoming development to town.

“1 know this project isjust going to be amaz-
ing,” she said, mentioning to the crowd they
are “standing here today on the vision of what
we will be proud of

Referencing the Mottos entrepreneurship,
Ziobron said, “ Thisiswhat real economic de-
velopment lookslike. The statewasn’t here giv-
ing people money.”

Rather, Motto explained, funding for the
Edgewater Hill project came from Farmington
Bank. He recalled, “ The recession was tough
for us. Banks didn’'t want to talk to us about
this project.”

But Farmington Bank came through.

Town Manager Mike Maniscal co also noted
that in 2012, when he was first introduced to
the project, it was difficult to get financing for,
and fill business spots in a development.

But, he said, he knew it would cometo frui-
tion after he met the Mottos.

“He'sthe boots on the ground. He' sgoing to
makeit happen,” Maniscalco said of Motto. “He
has the drive and the motivation to make this
happen.”

He then called Motto's wife “the lady be-
hind the whole thing.”

Colchester Building Official
Killed in Crash

by Melissa Roberto

Colchester’slongtimebuilding officia, Tim
York, died Monday following aNew London
motorcycle crash.

The well-known town employee had been
traveling west on the Water Street/Hunting-
ton Street on-ramp for the Gold Star Memo-
rial Bridgeon [-95 in New London when, just
before 12:30 p.m., the motorcycle he was
operating traveled off the road and struck a
metal beam guardrail, according to an acci-
dent summary provided by State Police Troop
E in Montville.

York, 64, of North Stonington, was then
gjected from the motorcycle and struck aver-
tical support beam. The motorcycle contin-
ued to travel on its own across four lanes of
traffic before coming to an uncontrolled rest,
the release stated.

York, who was not wearing a helmet, was
transported by the New London Fire Depart-
ment to the Lawrence & Memorial Hospital,
where he succumbed to traumatic injuries, the
document said.

The crash closed the on-ramp and bridge
temporarily dueto aninvestigation. State po-
liceand the DOT were notified of theinvesti-
gation.

In Town Hall thisweek, York’sfellow em-
ployees were stunned by the news. First Se-
lectman Stan Soby said York was a husband
and a father, and called the passing of his
friend and colleague a“tremendous | 0ss.”

“Timwas awonderful family man. Hewas
afriend to many inthisbuilding,” Soby said,
referring to Town Hall. “He was a trusted,
knowledgeable colleague. He had respect of
everyone in this building and respect of his
peers around the state.”

Soby also praised York’swork, calling the
building official “an expert in hisfield.”

“He was a teacher; he shared that knowl-
edge,” Soby continued. “It’s just an incred-
iblelossand | feel so bad for his family.”

Otherswho worked withYork recalled what

he will be remembered for. Town Planner
Adam Turner, who worked closely with York
within the Building Department, said the
building official was*“totally committed to the
town.”

“He did whatever was necessary,” Turner
continued. “You can’t replace people like
that.”

York was in his 20th year working for
Colchester. Hewasfirst hired on April 4, 1994.
Turner explained York wasresponsiblefor “all
the construction” that’sgoneonin town since
then — and “ did so much more than that,” he
added.

“Every responsibility in the Planning and
Zoning Department at some point he did,”
Turner explained. “Whether it wastaking ice
off aroof, demolishing a building, whatever
it was, he was an expert at. Tim took care of
everything.”

Turner concluded “everybody” in Town
Hall is*“shocked and sad, of course”

Gregg Schuster, who was first selectman
in Colchester from 2009 until last month, also
reacted this week to the news, writing on
Facebook he was “ heartbroken” by it.

“Tim was an incredibly generous and kind
person with abig heart,” Schuster wrote.

Schuster expanded on those thoughts in a
phone interview Wednesday.

“He always offered to help people, always
went the extra mile to accommodate others,”
Schuster said, and added, “I’ve never heard
anyone say anything bad about him. He was
so renowned in hiswork. He would get asked
from the state, other states and organizations
to come and train their building officials.”

“It’s such a huge loss to the community,”
Schuster continued. “Hewasjust an all-around
great person.”

Funeral servicesfor York will be held at 10
am. Saturday, June 21, at Dinoto Funeral
Home, 17 Pearl St., Mystic. Interment will fol-
low in EIm Grove Cemetery, Mystic.
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East Hampton last Wednesday celebr ated the groundbreaking of Edgewater Hill,
an upcoming mixed-use development in town. From left are Town Manager Mike
Maniscalco, Beth DiLoreto and Marion Terry (both of Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices New England Properties), architect Patrick Pinnell, developers
Stephan and Lisa Motto, state Rep. Méelissa Ziobron, state Sen. Art Linares and
Town Council Chairwoman Barbara Moore.

Maniscal co got afew laughsfrom the crowd
when he said the site “smells like economic
development and it smells like dirt.” He fur-
thered, “ That’sagood smell in East Hampton.”

The town manager concluded that this new
development is“the beginning of alot of really
good things to come.”

M ani scal co then turned the microphone over
to Town Council Chairwoman BarbaraMoore,
who called the plansfor the devel opment “ beau-
tiful”

“We look forward to watching it grow,” she
said. “Laurel Ridge, I'msure, isvery, very, very

pleased to have such great new neighbors.”

Patrick Pinnell, one of the development’s
architects, wasjust as optimistic.

“It's fantastic to be here and see this mess,”
he laughed, noting that the development has a
“soft spot” in his heart.

He called the Mottos' plans a “demon-
stration of the way that you can update the
suburban Route 66's of the world for the 21st
century.”

Timewill tell, but it seems Edgewater Hill is
going to be a great step forward for economic
development in Belltown, USA.

East Hampton Police News

6/1: Ramsey Cornelio, 29, of 3111 Town
Colony Dr., Middletown, was issued a sum-
mons for operating a motor vehicle while un-
der suspension, East Hampton Police said.

6/2: John Patrick Kehoe, 31, of 36 East High
St., No. 2, Brett Joseph Michnowicz, 19, of 165
Clark Hill Rd., and Scott Evan Jackson, 22, of
242 East High St., wereall arrested, police said.
Kehoewas charged with driving too close, trav-
eling unreasonably fast and possession of nar-
cotics. Michnowicz was charged with posses-
sion of narcotics, possession of drug parapher-
naliaand possession of less than half an ounce
of marijuana. Jackson was charged with pos-
session of lessthan half an ounce of marijuana,
possession of drug paraphernalia, possession
of narcoticsand illegal storage of narcotics.

6/3: Anthoula Manolakis, 42, of 89 Abbey
Rd., East Hampton was arrested for DUI and

East Hampton

failureto driveright, police said.

6/4: Kyle Marchinkoski, 18, of 85 North
Main St., and Barton Blau, 66, of 7 HillsAve.,
wereinvolved in atwo-car motor vehicle crash
on Route 66 at itsintersection with Sinco Place.
Marchinkoski was arrested for DUI and follow-
ing too close, police said, and Blau wasissued
asummons for misuse of plates and operating
an unregistered motor vehicle, police said.

6/7: Wigberto Laboy, 33, of 17 Old Coach
Rd., was arrested and charged with disorderly
conduct and third-degree criminal mischief,
police said.

6/12: Farid Ahmed, 46, of 550R Main St.,
Cromwell, wasissued aticket for traveling un-
reasonably fast, possession of lessthan half an
ounce of marijuanaand possession of drug para-
phernalia, police said.

Car Accident

| dentities Released

by Elizabeth Bowling

Theidentities have been rel eased of the six
people involved in athree-car, two-collision
accident that occurred in East Hampton about
three weeks ago.

According to Sgt. Paul Battista of the East
Hampton Police Department, the May 31 ac-
cident resultedin all threedriversand al three
passengersinvolved being sent to various hos-
pitals. Five of the six parties were released
from their respective hospitals that same
night, but one is yet to be released.

Mail truck driver Adrienne Shonio, of East
Hampton, was the sole occupant of her ve-
hicle and was flown by Lifestar to Hartford
Hospital following the accident. As of
Wednesday afternoon, she had not been re-
leased from the hospital.

According to East Hampton Police Chief
Sean Cox, the first of the two collisions in-
volved two vehiclestraveling south onYoung
Street. The first of those two vehicles was a

mail truck, which was being followed by an
older model Ford F150, Cox said.

As the two vehicles traveled southbound,
the F150 struck the mail truck in therear, forc-
ing it into oncoming traffic in the northbound
lane. The mail truck was forced into the path
of aChevy Avalanche pick-up truck, Cox said
of the second collision.

“The mail truck came to an uncontrolled
rest” in the northbound lane, Cox said. The
Chevy Avaanche drove off the unpaved shoul-
der to an uncontrolled rest, and the F150
stopped in the southbound lane, he said.

Battistaidentified the driver of the Ford as
Jason Vicchitto of Deep River. Vicchitto was
the vehicle's sole occupant

Samantha Chapman, of East Haddam, was
operating the Chevy. Chapman had three pas-
sengers — another adult and two young chil-
dren, Battistasaid.



Wor ship Center Eagerly Planning ItsNew Homein Hebron

by Geeta Schrayter

At 99 Marjorie Circle in Hebron, passersby
will find a stone pillar with the words “The
Worship Center” set besidean asphalt drivethat
curves up and around one of the highest points
intown.

Those with a curious mind might travel up
that road, which would bring them to a peace-
ful prayer garden framed by nature with stone
seating, gravel pathways, and blooming flow-
ers. Beyond that, the road continues to climb,
winding around a hill of dirt and rock adorned
with alarge wooden cross — a spot some have
trekked up on to pause and reflect, taking in a
nearly 360-degree view of distant ridges.

Yet it's what's behind that hill — or rather,
what will be there, at which point the rubble
that makes the hill will be used asfill —that's
thefinal destination.

At present, the siteis nothing more than lev-
eled land: an expanse of dirt, rock, stubborn
weeds and patches of grass that have grown
since the land was excavated years prior. But
for members of The Worship Center it's much,
much more; it's a dream — a vision. It's their
future home,

The Worship Center was founded in 1986
by Pastor Mark Santostefano, hiswife Judy and
agroup of about 25 people. Sinceitsinception,
the church has had akind of nomadic lifestyle,
congregating first in the basement of amedical
building in Marlborough, then at Patty Dunne's
School of Gymnastics in Hebron and, for the
last 15 years, the auditorium at RHAM High
School.

But now, the dream is for a place that will
offer the parishioners some permanence — and
it sadreamthat’sbeenintheworkssince 1997,
when 11 acres of land was donated to the church
by resident Mary Florence Boucher. Sharon
Gonyaw, who isapart of the design team, ex-
plained Boucher and her husband had always
wanted to build a church at the top of their
property.

One day, a parishioner from The Worship
Center went to work on Boucher’shome. They
got to talking, and when shelearned about The
Worship Center, “she said, ‘| got land and my
husband and | want achurch,” Gonyaw stated.

And so, Boucher gifted theland to the church
—just like that —and ended up joining the con-
gregation, which she was a part of until her
passing in 2005.

But thevisionliveson, and much hasalready
been done to ensure it comes to pass: utilizing
the numerous and varied talents of congrega-
tion members, the costs were kept down asthe
land—which wasinitially wooded —was cleared
andleveled and aroad, retaining wall and prayer
garden were constructed.

“We saved up the money,” Santostefano ex-
plained. “It cost us about $250,000 just to put
thisroad in, and we had people from the con-
gregation help — there was a guy that was an
engineer, [Gonyaw’s] sonisaheavy equipment
operator — and so we just had a lot of people
that kept the cost down.”

Gonyaw added, “we have so many talented
peoplein this congregation,” including artists,
plumbers, builders, gardeners, landscapersand
the stone mason who worked with others to
build the wall and the prayer garden.

“We felt like we'd work our way up” the
property, said Santostefano.

And they've done just that. Now, the task
lies before them to rai se the money needed for
the piéce derésistance: the actual church sanc-

tuary and grounds.

To do that, around $292,000 needs to be
raised; therest will be paid for with a$550,000
loan, which Santostefano explained would
mean the church will have to pay an amount
equal to what they currently do to rent the
RHAM auditorium and their offices. It was
important, he said, to only get into “manage-
able debt.”

Getting to this particular point — where the
end appearsto bein sight — has taken time and
effort. But Gonyaw shared everything that's
happened has happened for areason.

“It becomes thanksgiving, because you go,
‘Thank God that didn’t happen,” she stated.

For instance, the church was initially ap-
proved for a larger loan back in 2008 before
the economy crumbled, but before going
through with it, the building team took a step
back, thought things over and regrouped. Asa
result, the designsfor the church were changed
and downsized, sothat it became*just theright
size” Gonyaw said.

In addition, she stated from the beginning
there had been a desire to incorporate green
energy. But at that time solar energy wasn't as
common asit is now.

“When we first started on this project that
was just not well known — now is time,”
Gonyaw stated, adding a solar company had
aready beenlined up toinstall panelson apor-
tion of theroof oncethe building iscompl eted.

Furthermore, both Gonyaw and Santostefano
werethankful theoriginal building designdidn’t
work out because at first, Santostefano didn’t
feel like he'd been able to communicate hisvi-
sion.

Along with making sure the work they did
was quality, Santostefano said he wanted a
building that pleased the town, and made the
correct statements about the congregation’'s
beliefs about God and themsel ves.

“The type of building that you build can
make atheological statement and a statement
about identity,” he stated, adding alot of mod-
ern church architecture looks like a theater,
which gives those inside the feeling of being
an observer rather than a participant.

“We wanted to make sure that we had alot
of light, because even theideaof God and light
isabig thing, and we wanted the church to be
three things: welcoming, warm and worship-
ful,” he stated, adding to achieve that, the de-
sire was for a church that looked like a New
England barn.

And now, that's precisely what they’ve got.

“It's evolved to exactly what we need,” said
Gonyaw.

“Passionate” and “excited” are the perfect
words to describe both individuals when they
talk about their hopesfor the building —aplace
they’re praying will represent their beliefs; a
place that reflects what Gonyaw described as
“the light of the world,” and uses architecture
to “speak of the love of Christ.”

The land will be landscaped with gardens,
birch trees, a gazebo, a picnic area, play area
and plenty of opportunities for photos, which
Santostefano said he took into consideration
since he's a so awedding photographer.

“1 was very conscious of how a wedding
would take place,” he said, “so we wanted to
design the church with that in mind.”

The building will consist of a main sanctu-
ary that will seat around 300 peopleand amin-
istry building that includes offices, classrooms
for activities and a toddler/kindergarten room,
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Members of The Worship Center, who currently meet Sundays in the RHAM
High School auditorium, are eagerly awaiting the construction of their church. But
before that can happen, around $292,000 still needs to be raised.

and restrooms.

“1 could take hours expressing what's been
in my heart” regarding the design, Gonyaw
shared. She explained when people enter the
ministry building it will be a place for coffee
and fellowship, but as they near the sanctuary,
thearchitecture“isgoing to start to say  hunker
down and get formal.””

“Architecture helps you to be reverent,” she
stated.

Details such as stone water walls, a barrel
ceiling decorated with amural and abeam over
the double doors that reads “ This is the house
of God: thisis the gate of Heaven,” will greet
people.

Inside the main sanctuary, congregants will
find large windows, hammer beam trusses, a
platform up front with enough room for the
congregation’s band, and a large stone water
wall with awooden cross suspended in front of
it.

The building, Gonyaw stated, will be a mix
of old and new, much like the congregation.

“Godisrelevant. He' svery aware of the now.
So themixture of our churchisgoing to be some
of the old which is so important, but it brings
in the new,” Gonyaw said.

She furthered, “1 want everybody to be able
to actually speak of the lord as they comeinto
our church. Andit’ll be practical, becausethat’s
what Jesus was.”

TheWorship Center, she concluded, “issuch
agem.”

“1t’sbeen around for 25 yearsand theminis-
try it has — it's wonderful. But it's time. We
need a home to be a city of refuge —to be that
place where people can come.”

But before that can happen, there's money
to be raised.

“When you think of $300,000 it'sreally not
a lot in the scheme of things,” Santostefano
stated. “But it's a challenge for a small con-
gregation, and so God has just got to come
through in some ways that we may not even
expect or anticipate.”

To help The Worship Center in their quest
for a home, a tax-deductible donation can be
made out to “ The Worship Center,” with anote
inthe memo section that reads“ Building Fund”
and sent to TheWorship Center Building Fund,
P.O. Box 1435, Hebron, CT 06248.

A fundraiser has a so been planned for Sep-
tember in the form of an art show. The show
will consist of worshipinspired art from at least
20 local artists, as well as a wine and local
cheese tasting, asilent auction and live music,
with 100 percent of the proceeds going toward
the building project.

For moreinformation, visit theworshipcenter

buildingproject.weebly.com or call 860-228-
4442,

Town Recelves Preservation Grant
for PetersHousein Hebron

by Geeta Schrayter

The town recently learned a $10,000 grant
application to continue work on the Peters
House had been approved.

Hebron Town Planner Mike O’Leary was
informed June 6 by Mary Dunne, architectural
historian with the State Historic Preservation
Office, that the grant had been approved.

With the grant, O’ Leary said, the town can
now hire aqualified historic engineer to work
with BL Companies, the architect of record on
the Peters House project, to review existing
plansfor strengthening thefirst floor framing.

He explained strengthening the framing was
necessary to “ensure structural integrity of the
floor and the house; to ensure compliance with
the Secretary of the Interior’s standardsfor the
treatment of historic properties; to consult with
BL on necessary or desired modificationsto the
plan; and, to have BL revise construction plans
as necessary.”

Town Manager Andrew Tierney said hewas
“ecstatic” Hebron received the grant.

He explained $30,000 had been included for
restoration work on the Peters House in the
approved Capital Improvement Plan budget for
2014-15, “ but beforewe move forward wewant
to make sure what we're doing to restore the
floor isin line with historic preservation.”

Effortsto bring the house, which dates back
tothe 1700s, back toitsformer glory have been

ongoing by both the town and volunteers. Once
completed, the ideais to use the building as a
place for meetings as well as historic displays
and exhibitions.

But this isn’t the first grant that’s been re-
ceived for the project: some of the work that’s
already been completed on the house includes
insulation and window restoration or replace-
ment along with exterior painting, which was
paid for with a$200,000 Small Town Economic
Assistance grant in 2009. Work has also been
funded with agrant from the 1772 Foundation,
an organization that provides support for his-
toric preservation projects around the country.

And grantsof any sizearewelcome, Tierney
stated.

“We're very happy anytime we receive a
grant, large or small. It's stuff taxpayers don’'t
have to pick up, so we apply for any and all
grants,” he shared.

Tierney furthered the town was al so waiting
to hear back on the status of their application
for more STEAP grant monies, part of which,
if awarded, would aso go toward the Peters
House.

According to the Connecticut Office of
Policy and Management, applications for fis-
cal year 2014 were due no later than April 15
and “decisions on awards will be announced
periodically but no later than Sept. 15.”



Portland Resident Earns Eagle Scout Rank

by Elizabeth Bowling

The past week has been particularly monu-
mental for Portland resident Andrew Donahue
—not only did he graduate from Portland High
School Wednesday, he a so earned the highest
Boy Scout ranking last Friday, June 13.

But his accomplishments didn’t come with-
out hard work.

Donahue graduated on ahigh note asthe cap-
tain of the track and cross-country teams. The
PHS aumnus plansto attend Norwich Univer-
sity in Vermont in the fall, where he will be
enrolled in Army ROTC and study civil engi-
neering.

Regarding his post-high school plans,
Donahue said he's“alittle nervous but excited.”
Hefurthered, “It'snice. I’ m excited to get out.”

Even though Donahue has alot to look for-
ward to, he met with the Rivereast last week to
reflect on the recent completion of his Eagle
Scout project —an endeavor not to belostin the
shuffle of graduating and planning for college.

For his Eagle Scout project, the 17-year-old
built two new bridges along the walking/hik-
ing trail at Portland Reservoir. Between the
planning, paperwork-gathering and physical
construction, Donahuge's project took about four
years to complete, but for the proud Eagle
Scout, the time and effort was well worth the
reward.

Donahue said he came up with the idea to
build the two new bridges at the reservoir be-
cause hewasall too familiar with the prior con-
dition of the trail’s single bridge. He used to
hikethetrail with hisfamily, and run through it
with the PHS cross-country team.

He explained there used to be “only one
bridge” about halfway into the approximately
two-mile trail but it was “dangerous’ and “in
need of repair.”

He explained a second bridge was needed
because springtime flooding rendersthe stream
uncrossable.

So, aspart of hisEagle Scout project, hetook
down the existing bridge “because it was un-
safe,” took it apart and replaced it using new
materials and reusing some of the original ma-
terials, he explained.

Donahue noted that sturdiness was impor-
tant in the building of the new bridges because
people often ride their quads through the trail
so he designed the two new bridgesto be sturdy
enough for quadsto drive over.

Donahueworked with alocal architect, Rick
Staub, to design the bridges and with Portland
Parks and Recreation Director Sean Dwyer to

arrange the fundraising for the project.

Dwyer said, “Andrew was instrumental in
helping push this project along.”

Dwyer said Donahue “ did an excellent job.”
He furthered, “The bridges now give accessto
more people.”
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Donahue joined the Cub Scouts Pack 15
when he was 7 and became a Boy Scout in
Troop 2 at age 10. He worked his way up the
ranks of the Boy Scoutsand last Friday he offi-
cialy became an Eagle Scout.

“To become an Eagle Scout | had to progress
from the rank of Scout, to Tenderfoot, to Sec-
ond Class, to First Class, to Star, and then to
Life,” Donahue explained.

In order to become an Eagle Scout, Donahue
had to complete more than 21 merit badges —
12 of which were mandatory, theremaining nine
were elected — and serve in aleadership posi-
tion within his troop. For Donahue, that lead-
ership position was “Senior Patrol Leader,” a
title he held for two years. As Senior Patrol
Leader, Donahue organized all of the troop’s
activitiesand trips.

The third and final requirement for becom-
ing an Eagle Scout is the Eagle Scout project.

In order to became an Eagle Scout, a boy
must be under the age of 18. Donahue said he
started thinking about and planning his Eagle
Scout project when he was a freshman. Now,
with his 18th birthday around the corner in Sep-
tember, his plans have come to fruition.

The lifelong Portland resident said of his
project, “1 wasreally happy with how it turned
out because it promoted public awareness to
thereservoir.”

Therecent graduate had to present hisproject
to a Comprehensive Board of Review. Essen-
tially, hemet with troop leadersand peoplefrom
the Mattabesett Trails District, hesaid. Hispre-
sentation to the board, herecalled, required that
he discuss the project and reflect onit, includ-
ing hisrole as the project leader.

Donahue said he recruited people within his
troop and from his high school to volunteer for
the project. With about 40 volunteers between
the ages of 10 and 65 working on the project —
some of whom had never met prior to this en-
deavor — it was inevitable that some did not
know how to operate the machinery or tools
involved in building the bridges. So Donahue
was responsible for teaching them and bring-
ing them together to build two bridges.

Donahue and his team worked at the reser-
voir for a cumulative six-weekend period that

M arIborough Police News

6/12: State Police said Athanasios Gakidis,
41, of 768 Bantam Rd., Bantam, was arrested
for DWI and speeding.

6/14: State Police said Heather M. Campbell,
28, of 89 Edstrom Rd., wasarrested and charged
with interfering with an officer.

6/14: At 1:08 am. aone-car crash occurred
on Route 2 two-tenths of amilefrom Exit 15in
Marlborough. State Police said Myrna Perez,
23, of 101 Spring St., 3S, Hartford, was oper-
ating a motor vehicle in the left lane of two
when shelost control on the wet pavement and
spun off into the center median. The vehicle
then came to arest facing eastbound between
the metal beam guiderail and arow of bushes.
Police said Perez and her three passengers,

Portland Police News

6/12: Andreas Guliani, 23, of 10 Farm La,,
was charged with interfering with police and
possession of less than half an ounce of mari-
juana, Portland Police said.

Andover Police News
6/9: State Police said Leah Botti, 34, of 92
Shoddy Mill Rd., wasarrested and charged with
DWI and risk of injury to a child.

Davian Samuels, 22, of 59 Sterling Rd., East
Hartford, Chasitty Matos, 23, of 11 CobbsMill
Ln., Glastonbury, and JaimeA. Velasquez, 21,
of 29 Hopkins St., Newington, weretransported
to local medical facilities for evaluation.

6/15; State Police are investigating a resi-
dentia burglary that occurred on Islieb Road
between 12:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. Police said
a Matika work radio, a 55-inch LD SD Smart
TV and al5-inch Dell laptop were stolen from
the residence. Police said entry was forced
through a front window by cutting a screen.
Anyone with information regarding this inci-
dent is asked to contact Trooper Philip Soucy
at 860-465-5455 ext. 4015.

Hebron Police News

6/11: State Police said Robert E. Claydon,
65, of 28 Ridge Ct., Saratoga Springs, N.Y.,
was traveling on Route 85 when he slowed for
an animal in the roadway and was struck from
behind by a vehicle operated by Nancy Taylor
Hatch, 60, of 420 Salem Tpke., Bozrah. Police
said Hatch wastransported to the Marlborough
Clinic for evaluation. She was found at fault
for following too close, police said.

6/14: State Police said Jordan Detweiler, 19,
of 20 Wellswood Rd., was traveling north on
Wall Street when hefailed to negotiate acurve
and ran off the left shoulder of the roadway.
Police said Detweiler was transported to
Marlborough Clinic by the Marlborough Fire
Department for minor injuries. The driver was
issued an infraction for failure to drive right.
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Portland native Andrew Donahue 17 officially earned the rank of Eagle Scout
last Friday, June 13. Heis pictured here standing on one of the two bridges he and
his team built on the Portland Reservoir walking/hiking trail as part of his Eagle

Scout project.

spanned over the course of ayear and a half.
He said getting the paperwork together and
getting town and Boy Scout approval was about
a two-year process, but the construction por-
tion of the project took about 18 months be-
cause of unexpected setbacks due to weather.
Mainly, Tropical Storm Irene and Hurricane
Sandy resulted in timebeing set asidefor brush
clearing.

Donahue wished to especially thank his par-
ents, Christopher and Michelle Donahue, as
well as histwin sister Molly, and younger sis-
ters Sarah and Katherine, for al their help in
the completion of his project.

He al so attributed much of the project’s suc-
cess to its generous donors, who sent in dona-
tions to the town’s Parks and Recreation Of-
fice. He explained he used the donated money
to cover the cost of beams, hardware and re-

bar.

Additionally, Donahue said the Lyon and
Byllard Lumber Co., of East Hampton, was a
major donor, asit donated most of the decking
materials. Finally, the Tierney family of Port-
land donated telephone poles.

The money left over from fundraising must
be used at the reservoir, Donahue explained.
There may be another scout interested in mak-
ing a third bridge, toward which the excess
money could go.

* k% %

Donahue's Eagle Court of Honor, where he
was presented with the Eagle Scout award, was
last Friday, June 13, at 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s
Church in Portland. His troop members, fam-
ily and friends who helped him complete his
Eagle Scout project werein attendance to sup-
port him.

Colchester Police News

6/9: State Police said Gordon G. Saucier, 45,
of 642 Old Hartford Rd., turned himself in on
charges of two counts of violation of proba-
tion.

6/9: State Police said sometime between June
6 and June 9 an unknown person broke the back
window of astate police Inceptor SUV that was
parked in the lot for State Police Fleet Opera-
tionson Mill Hill Road in Col chester. Anybody
with information is asked to contact Trooper
Joshua M cElroy at 860-465-5400 ext. 4066.

6/11: Colchester Police said Jeremy David
Abbatomarco, 19, of 409 Linwood Cemetery
Rd., was charged with possession of less than
half an ounce of marijuana.

6/13: State Police said Gretchen D. Sebjan,
41, of 215 Valley St., Willimantic, was trans-
ported to Troop K from the Putnam Police De-
partment for the charge of second-degree fail-
ure to appear.

6/14: State Police said Chantel L. Wrighten,
28, of 40 Convent Ave., Norwich, was arrested
and charged with OUI and improper parking.

6/15: State Police said Cody Eifler, 23, of
534 Norwich Ave., was arrested and charged
with second-degree burglary. According to po-
lice, Eifler entered into a residence during the
night and went upstairs into a bedroom where
theresidentswere deeping. Thereleasefurthers
that when the occupants awoke Eifler fled from
the scene. A State Police K-9 then |ocated the

subject a short distance away from the resi-
dence.

6/15: Colchester Police said aconcerned citi-
zen reported at 2 p.m., that he was walking on
Bull Hill Road near the* Sturns” when hefound
aSentry S0210 safein thewoods near the road-
way. The safe iswhite and approximately 1’ x
1% . Anyonewith information isasked to con-
tact Officer Eric Watrous at 860-537-7270. This
case is currently under investigation.

6/15: State Police said Geoffrey Asselin, 24,
of 280 Parum Rd., was arrested and charged
with third-degree assault.

6/16: Colchester Police said a resident of
Mill Hill Road arrived at hisjob site located at
Lot 15 Goldberg Road and found four alumi-
num planks and six ladders, with atotal value
of $3,715 had been stolen sometime between
June 14 and June 16. Anyone with information
isasked to contact Officer Eric Watrous at 860-
537-7270. The caseis currently under investi-
gation.

6/17: At 9:45 am., Colchester Police said it
was reported that approximately 50 automotive
batterieswere stolen from the Col chester trans-
fer station. The batteries were valued between
$8 and $10 each. This caseis under investiga-
tion.

6/17: State Police said Heather Foster, 32,
of 139 Lebanon Ave,, Apt. 6, was arrested and
charged with first-degree forgery.



Portland School Superintendent L ooks Back

by Elizabeth Bowling

Portland’s Class of 2014 can consider Su-
perintendent of Schools Sally Doyen an honor-
ary graduate, as shewill retire at the end of the
month, after nine years in the Portland school
district.

In her superintendent’s newsletter for the
Connecticut Association of Public School Su-
perintendents, Doyen wrote she had a*“reward-
ing and varied career” in Portland.

Shewrote, “ Theyearsin Portland have been
a gift, working with wonderful, dedicated
people and acommunity that continuesto value
hard work, lovesits children, and respects edu-
cation.”

Inaninterview last week, Doyen called Port-
land “an appealing town” with “lots of oppor-
tunities for students and teachers”

“1 loved the small environment. But there
werealot of resourceshere,” shefurthered. “It
was areally nice community.”

Over the course of Doyen's nine years in
Portland, the district earned two National Blue
Ribbon Schools of Excellence awards—Brown-
stone Intermediate School received the desig-
nation in 2011 and Portland Middle School
earned it for the 2014 academic year.

Doyen called the Blue Ribbon awarda “huge
honor,” for which a school must “ meet certain
student performance criteriain terms of learn-
ing”

Sheadded that only ahandful of schoolsearn
the award, which isa*“recognition of the qual-
ity” of aschool.

Another highlight of her time in Portland,
Doyen said, wastheinstallation of Project Lead
the Way, an engineering program at PHS.

Doyen's career brought her to Connecticut
about 20 yearsago, but intotal it spanned seven
states and nine school districts.

She said she had to get re-certified to teach
in each state she moved to, “ so every state was
an adventure.”

Doyen started her career in educationin li-
nois where she taught high school English.
From there, she moved to Kansas, then Massa-
chusetts, then Cincinnati, Ohio, where she
taught fourth grade, aswell as high school and
junior high. Whilelivingin Cincinnati, shealso
worked at a pharmaceutical company and a
consulting company, she said.

Then she moved to Connecticut.

First sheworked in South Windsor asatech-
nology coordinator. Then shewent to Manches-
ter, where she served as assistant superinten-
dent for nine years before becoming the super-
intendent in Lebanon. Then she took on her
current position as superintendent of Portland
schools.

Doyen’scareer hasal so involved teaching at
theuniversity level. Those teaching assignments
included an assistant professorship at Miami
University in Ohio, and adjunct positionsat the
University of Connecticut, Eastern Connecti-
cut State University and Southern Connecticut
State University.

Asked what motivated her to get started in
the education field — teaching, specificaly —
Doyen said, “I always liked working with
people. | really liked working with kids. It
seemed like agood fit.”

Doyen has been a professional educator for
much of her life, but that wouldn’'t have been
possible without her own education. Over the
years, she's earned a bachelor’s degreein edu-
cation, amaster’sdegreein English, amaster’'s
degreeininformation science and, ontop of all
that, a doctorate degree.

In reflecting upon her decadesin thefield of
education, Doyen said there have been count-
less changes.

“1"ve been ableto experiencelots and | ots of
positive changesin public education,” shesaid,
comparing current teaching practices to those
of 25 years ago. “Our work is much more re-
search-based now.”

Doyen praised teachersasbeing “very highly
professional people,” and added that expecta-
tions for teachers and administrators are very
high, which is “encouraging for the future
years” She aso noted that globally, expecta-
tions on students are higher than they used to
be.

“1 think in Portland we've really stepped up
tothat well,” she said. “The community isvery
supportive of the schools”

For example, she said, “ Parents have always
been there to help.”

She aso noted the volunteerism amongst
teachersand administratorsin the Portland dis-
trict.

“Everybody iswilling to jump in and help,”
shesaid, whichis*very unique and appealing.”

Asked why shedecided to retire now, Doyen
said, “A lot of reasons”

“It's time for me to look into some other
things that 1’d always wanted to do but didn’t
have the timeto do,” she said, concluding that
she's looking forward to having “time to do
other kinds of things.”

For example, Doyen said she has family in
other parts of the country she'd like to visit.

Inaddition to her desirefor freetime, Doyen
said thisyear seemed like agood timeto retire
because “it’s been a difficult year.”

“There sbeen alot of changesthat everyone's
had to face,” she said, mentioning new teacher
evaluations and new technology requirements

for student testing as examples of those diffi-
cult changes. “It just seemed like this was the
right time”

This past school year was a tough one in
terms of the weather, too, Doyen said.

She wrote that her plans for retirement in-
clude “never having to call another snow day,
refinishing al the old furniture she has accu-
mulated, and taking timeto appreciate her fam-
ily, friends and the many opportunities of life.”

Being superintendent during arecession was
nowalk inthe park, of course, and Doyen called
those years“the most challenging financially.”

Doyen said she and her team, including the
Board of Education, managed to stick to their
principles. In other words, there were no staff
layoffs during that trying economic time.

“We didn't skip a beat, even with the finan-
cial impact that that had,” she said, referencing
therecession.

Doyen said her goal — as well as that of the
school board —every year was “to maintain our
staff” and give them confidence that problems
are being handled somewhere else so teachers
don’t have to worry about them.

Doyen called past and present members of
school board the “foundation of that goal” to
avoid layoffs while maintaining an affordable
budget.

Infact, Doyen recalled there weretwo years
of azero percent increasein the Board of Edu-
cation budget. Overall, Doyen said, the budget
increases have been “ very reasonable’ over the
course of her career in Portland. That may be
because Doyen considers budget management
“acontinual thing,” which alowsfor the main-
tenance of Portland schools' programs.

She furthered that maintenance of a budget
and programs, as well as the assurance of job
security for teachers and staff, provides stabil-
ity in aschool district within a small commu-
nity.

Doyen said disagreement over aschool bud-
get is “detrimental to a school district,” so it
was important to her to maintain focus on the
classroom and not on finances.

Doyen said as superintendent, the biggest
challengeswere also the biggest goal's; and that
they were: “keeping the classroom learning and
the programsmoving ahead” and * keeping con-
cernsand politicsout of the classroom so teach-
erscan do their jobs.”

She called the board members“ helpful” and
“supportive” and said they're good at giving her
clear direction.

“| feel very fortunate that I've been able to
work with such great board members over the
nineyears,” shesad.

Doyen described her relationship with the

Sally Doyen
Board of Selectmen over the years as “very
good,” too. She also said she had a“wonderful
working relationship” with First Selectwoman
Susan Bransfield.

But even with all the great relationships and
successes to come from her career, the soon-
to-be retiree said two of her proudest accom-
plishmentsin her personal lifeare her 18-year-
old daughter, adopted from China, and a 3:15
San Francisco marathon time. Doyen ran six
marathonsin her life.

For the past 22 years, Doyen and her family
haveresided in Storrs, where her husband isan
industrial engineering professor and her daugh-
ter just completed her freshman year at UConn.

* k% %

Doyen’s official last day is June 30, but she
plans to stick around until the end of July in
order to get things “tied up as much as pos-
sible” and make sure things are “as clear as
possible” for the next superintendent.

Some ongoing projects for the superinten-
dent include: negotiating contracts; making sure
each school isready to start inthefall; the sum-
mer school program; and thinking about and
doing some “preliminary planning” for the
2015-16 education budget, which typically be-
ginsin the summer months.

Regarding the Board of Education’s search
for new superintendent, Doyen affirmed,
“They'reworking onit. They’re moving along
pretty quickly.”



Obituaries

Colchester
Irving Melvin Plotkin

Irving Melvin Plot-
kin, 86, of Colchester,
passed away Friday,
June 13, at home, with
his loving wife, Roz by
his side. Born Nov. 6,
1927 in New London,
hewasthe son of thelate
Philip and Rebecca
(Greenberg) Plotkin.

Mr. Plotkin served in
theU.S. Army asastaff | T
sergeant during the Ko-
rean War. On Feb. 11, i o
1951, hewed theformer &=
Roselyn Gordon at Beth Jacob Synagogue in
Norwich.

In 1952, he and Roz opened Plotkin's Jewel-
ers in Colchester. Over the years, Irv was well
known throughout the region as a specialist in
watch repair. He was a member of the Connecti-
cut Jewelers’ Association and the Jewelers of
America.

Irv was a member of Congregation Ahavath
Achimin Colchester, having served on the Board
of Directors and as Chairman of the Ritual Com-
mittee for over 15 years.

With a strong sense of concern for the com-
munity, Irv was an extremely active member of
the Colchester Lions Club for 60 years serving as
president and in many other capacities. Hewas a
recipient of the Melvin Jones Fellowship, Knight
of the Blind and was a distinguished Life mem-
ber of the Colchester club, for whom he was also
Lion of theYear. He loved working local events,
including the pancake breakfast, carnival on the
green and fishing derby.

Irv and Roz attended the Lions International
ConventioninMinneapolis, where Colchester was
recognized as amodel club for its efforts to sup-
port Campaign Sight First. He was also a mem-
ber of the Donald A. Bigelow American Legion
Post 54, service officer and Colchester represen-
tative of the Connecticut Soldiers’, Sailors and
Marines Fund for many years; Hadassah Asso-
ciates; Colchester Historic District Commission;
and Charter and very active member of the
Colchester Business Association.

Most importantly, he was a devoted husband,
father and grandfather; and will be greatly missed.
May his memory be for a blessing.

In addition to hisloving wife of 63 years, sur-
vivorsinclude two children, Paul Gordon Plotkin
and hisfiancé, Deborah Henderson of Waterford
and Hillery Fern Plotkin Bauman and her hus-
band, Daniel, of Stoughton, Mass.; four grand-
children, Betty, Michael, Adam and Cassandra;
caring sister-in-law, Phyllis Plotkin; and numer-
ous extended family members and friends.

Funeral services were observed Sunday, June
15, in the sanctuary of Congregation Ahavath
Achim, 84 Lebanon Ave., Colchester, with Rabbi
Kenneth Alter, officiating. Interment followed at
Ahavath Achim Memorial Park Colchester.

Shivah was observed through today, June 20,
at his residence (64 Kennedy Drive).

Donations in his memory may be made to the
synagogue, P.O. Box 5, Colchester, CT 06415,
the Colchester Lions Club Charities, PO. Box
423, Colchester 06415, the Colchester Business
Assn., PO. Box 453, Colchester, CT 06415 or to
Hadassah, ¢/o Fran Hirschkowitz, 19 Great Plain
Rd., Norwich, CT 06360.

Careof arrangements has been entrusted to the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester.

For more information, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Portland

Hazel Lee Green

Hazel Lee (Dease) Green, 90, wife of the late
Buster Gibbs from Newport News, Va., and the
|ate George Green from Middletown, passed awvay
Tuesday, June 10, at Portland Care & Rehab, af-
ter ashortillness. BornAug. 4, 1923, in Pamplico,
S.C., she was the daughter of the late Leon and
Loridean (Cain) Dease.

Hazel was a long-term employee of the Con-
necticut Valley Hospital, rising to shift supervi-
sor before her retirement. She was president of
the LaBon Ami Club, asocial club that did com-
munity work. Shewas an original board member
on the Hark L. Wright Scholarship Committee
for years, acommittee that awarded annual schol-
arshipstolocal high school graduates. Hazel also
volunteered serving meals at Saint Vincent
DePaul, was an active member of the The Order
of the Eastern Star for years and was one of the
original founding members, along with Rev. and
Mrs. Zack Hart, of Zion First Baptist Church in
Middletown.

Hazel will be remembered as a caring wife, a
loving mother, agreat sister, aterrific aunt, alov-
ing mother-in-law and awonderful grandmother.

Sheissurvived by her son, Leon Gibbs Sr. and
hiswife, Dorrisof Fairfax, VA; agrandson, Leon
Gibbs, Jr. and hiswife, Tonyaand two great grand-
children, Joy Destiny Gibbsand Zion Leon Gibbs,
all of Lorton, Va. She is also survived by three

sisters, Starlene McWhite of Pamplico, S.C.,
Annette Dease of Paterson, N.J., and Jeannette
Dease Morrissey of Englewood, N.J.; a brother,
Bob Dease of Burlington, N.J.; many nieces and
nephewsin Middletown, including the Rev. Greg
and Nora (Hyman) Woods, Jackie Hyman Self
and Bobby Hyman and their many children; many
nieces and nephews on the Gibbs, Cain, and Dease
side of the family in Philadelphia, Pa., Florence
and Pamplico, S.C., Pahokee, Fla., and Atlanta,
Ga., and many nieces and nephews from her sec-
ond marriage to George Green, including James
Allen Green of Berlin, Renette (Green) Shields
of Middletown, Jeannette Green of Hartford, Bar-
bara (Green) Langlois of Dayton, Ohio, and
Johnny Green of Santa Monica, Calif.

Along with her two husbands, Hazel was pre-
deceased by four sisters, Dorothy Hyman, Ruby
Lee Cockfield, Geneva Burgess and Evelyn
Robinson.

Thefamily wishesto thank the doctorsand staff
of Portland Care & Rehab and Middlesex Hospi-
tal for their devoted medical and physical atten-
tion to Mrs. Green over the years. The family
wishesto acknowledge with deep appreciation the
many expressions of love, support, concern, and
prayers shown to Mother Hazel Green, who will
be missed.

Funeral services were held Wednesday, June
18, at Doolittle Funeral Home, 14 Old Church
St., Middletown, with the Rev. Willie James
Young, the Rev. Greg Woods and family mem-
bersofficiating. Interment followed in Pine Grove
Cemetery. Family and friends called Tuesday
evening, June 17, at Doolittle Funeral Home.

To share memories or send condolencesto the
family, visit doolittlefuneral service.com.

Andover

Bruce H. Goulet Sr.

Bruce H. Goulet Sr., 68, of Andover, passed
away Saturday, June 14, after along illness. He
wasacombat Marine, Vietnam veteran and served
honorable in the United States Marine Corps.
Brucewasalso alifelong member of the Andover
Volunteer Fire Department.

Besides hisbeloved wife of 42 years, heissur-
vived by his two sons, Bruce Jr. and Todd, and
four loving grandchildren. He was a devoted hus-
band, father, brother and brother-in-law. Bruce will
be sadly missed by all of hisfamily and friends.

Graveside service with military honorswill be
held at Townsend Cemetery on Townsend Road,
Andover, on Saturday, June 21, at 11 am.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the AVFD, 11 School Rd, Andover, CT 06232.

We thank everyone for their care and support.

Colchester

Margaret Edna Cosgrove

Margaret Edna Cosgrove, 96, of Granby and
Colchester, passed away Tuesday, June 17, at
Apple Rehahilitation of Colchester. Shewasborn
in East Hartford June 13, 1918, daughter of the
late James M. Gorman and Laura E. (Morse)
Gorman, and graduated from Bloomfield High
School in 1937.

Peg married John Francis Cosgrove Jan. 24,
1942, and the happy couple shared 66 blessed
years together before his passing in 2008. In ad-
dition to her husband, Peg was predeceased by
her daughter Carol Cosgrove and grandson, John
Demars.

Those |€eft to treasure her memory include her
son and his wife, William and Patricia Cosgrove
of Marlborough; grandchildren, Kimberly and
Robert Richards of Granby, Tammy Felker of
Sussex, N.J., Jacqueline and Michael Phillips of
Mount Pleasant, S.C., Jonathan Cosgrove of
Washington, D.C., and David Cosgrove of Royal
Oak, Mich.; great-grandchildren, Robert and
Nicholas Richards, Marissaand Margaret Felker,
and John, Jessica and Katie Phillips. She also
leavesafamily of caregiversand friendsat Apple
Rehab of Colchester as well as her beloved cat,
Muffin, who now resides in Granby.

Marrying her husband just after the U.S. en-
tered into World War 1, Peg was a fearless and
very spirited young woman with career ambitions.
Shewasworking at Travelersnsurance when she
met her future husband John and later became a
postal clerk with the Granby Post Office, retiring
in 1983. She then furthered her career an addi-
tional 10 years working for CIGNA from which
sheretired several times.

Peg was alifetime member of the Eastern Star,
attended South Congregational Churchin Granby,
and enjoyed gardening, knitting, golfing, danc-
ing, and attending agood party. The most impor-
tant part of her life was her family, of which she
was the center, the rock.

Her family will receive friends on Sunday, June
22, from 1-3 p.m. at Hayes-Huling & Carmon Fu-
neral Home, 364 Salmon Brook St., Granby, with
aprivate graveside serviceto be held at alater date.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to
the Apple Rehab of Colchester Recreation De-
partment, 36 Broadway St., Colchester, CT
06415.

To sign her online guestbook and send notes
of condolence, visit carmonfuneralhome.com.

Colchester

Terrance Martin Ellis

Terrance Martin Ellis, “Terry,” 71, of
Colchester, passed away Thursday, June 12, at
home, with his loving wife, soulmate and best
friend of 28 years, Judy (Scacciaferro) Ellis, at
his side after a valiant battle with cancer.

Born July 1, 1942, in Kenduskeg, Maine, to
thelate Robert and Theo (Mace) Ellis, hewasthe
youngest of nine children. The family moved to
Hartford in the 1950's and he graduated from
Bulkeley High School in 1962.

Terry wasan Ironworker for Locals 15 and 424
(Hartford) for 33 years before his retirement.

An avid golfer, he could be found watching
golf on television when he wasn’t out on the
course — especially proud of his first “hole-in-
one,” made on Oct. 19, 2007. Terry was a mem-
ber of the Chanticlair Mens Club, the Colchester
Farmers Club (since 1979) and the Ironworkers
Local 15 Retirement Club.

Terry wasa so afan of the Boston Red Sox and
New England Patriots, rarely missing agame...

Most importantly, time spent with his family
wasthe happiest of al; dwaysbringing out asmile
on his face that could light up any room.

In addition to his loving wife, he leaves two
daughters, Cyndi and Mark Duprey of Woodstock,
Ga., and Diane Buttimer of South Windsor; seven
grandchildren, Derek, Kyle and Brianna Duprey,
Nicolasand AlexisButtimer, Danielle Owensand
Kelsey Schoals; two great-grandchildren, Gavin
and Myles; three siblings, Kelly Hawkes of Port-
land, Maine, Robert Ellis of Lehigh Acres, Fla,,
and Audrey Emerson of Bangor, Maine; and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, extended family mem-
bers and friends.

He was predeceased by a daughter, Debbie
Schools; agrandson, Jason Schools; and five sib-
lings.

The family would like to extend a special
thanks to Dr. Dennis Slater and his team, as well
as Masonicare Hospice and Terry’s nurse, Noah
White, for their care and support.

Per hiswishes, care of privatefuneral arrange-
ments (with scattering of hiscremated remainsin
Maine) has been entrusted to the Aurora-
McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester.

For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Marlborough

Stephen Batchelder

Memorial Service

Friends of Stephen (Tito) Batchelder, formerly
of Marlborough, are invited to come to Gilman
Pond North, New Portland, Maine, to celebrate
hislife Saturday, July 5.

Batchelder, 77, of Canaan, Maine, passed awvay
Sunday, Nov. 10, at his home, surrounded by his
family, after a courageous battle with cancer. He
lived in Marlborough for almost 40 years, where
he owned and operated Holden Graphics, while
also serving as atown police officer for 25 years.

For more information, accommodation and di-
rections, call Susan at 860-853-8590.

Marlborough
Paul Joseph Giansanti

Paul Joseph Giansanti, 70, of Marlborough,
passed away Saturday, June 14, in East Hartford.
He was born in Hartford Dec. 28, 1943, son of
the late Paul F. and Philomena (Scavetta)
Giansanti.

Paul graduated from barber school. He owned
and operated the King's Klipper. Paul enjoyed
many vacationswith hisfamily to Hampton Beach
and Cape Cod. Paul had a passion for golfing and
cars (especialy hisMustang) inwhich he attended
many car shows. He also loved and had apassion
for baseball and enjoyed attending hisgrandson’s
games and giving his support.

Hewasa so alifetime member of the Elks Club
as well a member of the Knights of Columbus.
He was a recent graduate of the East Hartford
Police Academy to obtain CERT training, which
he was very proud to receive and to volunteer in
the community.

He leaves his companion of 12 years, Barbara
Cyr of East Hartford; a son, Paul L. Giansanti of
Oklahoma City, Okla.; four daughters, Lisa M.
Giansanti of Plainfield, OfeliaM. Santini and her
husband Dino of South Windsor, Loretta A.
Sullivan and her husband Gregory of Stafford
Springs, Enilda T. Sliski and her husband Rich-
ard of Suffield; three sisters, Ann Marie
Langenfeld and her husband Raymond of East
Hartford, Rosemary St. John of Glastonbury, and
JoAnn Denning and her husband Daniel of East
Hartford; seven grandchildren, Deanna M.
Gilmore, KristenV. Gilmore, Bryan D. Gilmore,
Nicholas J. Santini, Anthony P. Santini, Christian
M. Sliski and Andrew R. Sliski; a great-grand-
son, Nicholas M. Beauregard. Paul also leaves
many nieces, nephews, great nieces and great
nephews, and hisformer wife of 28 years, Teresa
J. Giansanti of South Windsor.

Hewas predeceased by anephew, Daniel Den-
ning Jr.

A funera service was held Wednesday, June

18, from the Rose Hill Funeral Home, 580 Elm
St., Rocky Hill, followed by a Mass of Christian
Buria that morning in Corpus Christi Church,
Wethersfield. Buria will bein Rose Hill Memo-
rial Park, Rocky Hill. Family and friends called
at the funeral home Tuesday, June 17.

Andover
William Breadheft

William “Bill” Breadheft, 75, of Englewood,
Fla., formerly of Andover, died Thursday, June
12, at Tidewell Hospicein Florida. Bill wasborn
Oct. 8, 1938, inIndianato Abeand Dot, and grew
up in Manchester, where hefell inlove with pho-
tography.

His hobby became his profession working at
the University of Connecticut for 26 years in
charge of Photographic Services Department.
Additionally, he served asan EMT and volunteer
fireman in hishometown of Andover for 35 years
beforeretiring to Florida. During thistime hewas
also an EMT instructor.

Hisphotography, EMT service and fire depart-
ment involvement he enjoyed immensely and
found fulfilling and gratifying. Heiswell remem-
bered for his big heart and huge grin.

Bill leaves behind his beloved wife Nancy of
50 years; three children, Lauren and husband Ed
Cooney, Marc and wifeAndreaBreadheft, Tamme
Arasimowicz; also, his five grandchildren,
Alexandra and husband Mason Propst, Sydney
and Jared Cooney, Naideen and Natalie Breadheft;
and niece Carla Witmer. He also leaves many
friendsin Connecticut, Florida and in between.

A memoria service was held Thursday, June
19, at the Englewood Community Funeral Home
with Private Crematory, 3070 South McCall Rd.,
Englewood, Fla.

Memorial contributions may be made to
Tidewell Hospice, 5955 Rand Blvd., Sarasota, FL
34238; Andover Volunteer Fire Department, 11
School Rd., Andover, CT 06232, or the
Englewood Firefighters Benevolent Fund, 516
Paul Morris Drive, Englewood, FL 34223, in
memory of Bill Breadheft.

You may share a memory with the family at

englewoodfh.com.
Colchester
Anna Kupczak Koc

AnnaKupczak Koc, 89, of Colchester, passed
away Saturday, June 14, with her loving family
by her side. Anna was the widow of the late
Dimytro Kupczak and Wladyslaw Koc. Annawas
born Dec. 31, 1924, in Kolomea, Ukraine.

Annaand her husband Dimytro along with their
two oldest children immigrated to the United
States from Germany in 1951. She worked at the
American Thread in Willimantic and retired from
the Levine and Levine Coat Factory in Colchester
in 1985.

She was an accomplished seamstress, an avid
gardener and excellent cook and well known for
her homemade pirogues and galumkies. Annawas
amember of St. Mary’sUkrainian Catholic Church.

Sheissurvived by her loving family members:
her daughter, Maria Goding and her husband
Clyde and Grandson Kevin Goding; two sons,
Stefan Kupczak and Peter Kupczak and wife
Frances Deegan; and granddaughter Nicole
Kupczak Evans.

Shewas predeceased by three granddaughters,
Kelly Jean Goding, Kathleen Ann Kupczak and
Jessica Marie Kupczak, and her son Nickalaus
Kupcza.

Visitation was held Tuesday, June 17, at the
Belmont Sabrowski Funeral Home, 144 South
Main St., Colchester, with aPanahyda prayer ser-
vice included. On Wednesday, June 18, her fu-
neral started at the Belmont Sabrowski Funeral
Home, followed by her Service of Devine Lit-
urgy that morning at St. Mary’s Ukrainian
Church, Linwood Avenue, Colchester. Burial fol-
lowed in Linwood Cemetery, Colchester.

Those who wish may make donations to her
church in her memory.

Colchester

LorettalL. LePage

Lorettal . LePage, 92, of Norwich, died Thurs-
day morning, June 12, at Harrington Court in
Colchester. She was born in Norwich Aug. 1,
1921, the daughter of the late Daniel and Nancy
(Vitti) Leone.

Loretta was employed for 15 years as a cloth
inspector at the former John Meyers Co. in Nor-
wich before retiring. She was a member of the
Cathedral of St. Patrick in Norwich.

OnJan. 3, 1942, shemarried Joseph A. LePage
at the Cathedral of St. Patrick in Norwich, who
died Oct. 3, 2011.

Sheis survived by one son, Albert D. LePage
and his wife Sally of Green Valley, Ariz.; one
daughter, Linda Jackson and her husband Harry
of Norwich; four grandchildren, seven great-
grandchildren and three great-great-grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services and burial will be private.
There are no calling hours.

Guillot Funeral Home, 75 South B. St.,
Taftville, isin charge of arrangements.



From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

A month or so ago, one of my fellow em-
ployees here at the office camein with acol-
lection of cookbooks. They wereall the same
cookbook —apublication put out by Rockville
Bank in 2008, which consisted of recipes sub-
mitted by customers. The recipes were all
submitted for a contest entitled “150 Years
and Still Cooking” — but the winners and the
runners-up were all included.

Apparently, Rockville Bank was giving
copies of the cookbook away. My co-worker
didn’'t know why, but | suspect it's because
Rockville Bank doesn’t really exist anymore.
The “merge” with United Bank (whenever
these bank or store mergers happen, it's usu-
aly one company that getsto keep its name,
whilethe other one gets put in mothballs—so
| have a hard time calling those true merges)
that was announced |ast year finally became
effective this spring. Rockville is now offi-
cialy adivision of United, and later thisyear
all the referencesto Rockville Bank —on ev-
erything from bank statementsto signs—will
be replaced with United Bank.

And that’s kind of a bummer. | worked at
Rockville Bank during a couple of breaks
from college, and | know there are a lot of
good people down there, but moreover, | hate
seeing local, community banks become no
more. Of course, | imagine many people read-
ing this probably originally started banking
with a bank that no longer exists — my first
post-college bank was good ol’ Savings Bank
of Manchester, which then became New Al-
liance, and then was gobbled up altogether
by First Niagara out of upstate New York.

So | will say that for the Rockville-United
deal. At least the bank’s new corporate head-
quartersarein Glastonbury; United wasorigi-
nally out of Springfield, Mass., so | assumed
its headquarters would be there, but nope —
they’re closer to Rockville's home base than
United's. So at least whenever former
Rockville customers have to deal with the
entity known as “corporate,” they’ll be deal-
ing with folks over in Glastonbury — not in
upstate New York.

Overal, though, | was sad to seethe merge
—although, hey, | got afree cookbook out of
it, right? Which brings me to why I’m writ-
ing about this. (You should know by now
there'salwaysareason to my rambling. It may
not always be a good reason, but it's a rea-
son.)

Flipping through the book, | came across
several entries from people in the Rivereast
towns—recipesfrom Hebron, Col chester, etc.
I’ll be honest — most of the names | didn’t
recognize. But then, thebook issix yearsold.
Who knows how many of those names have
moved? But then | came across a blast from
the Marlborough past: Riva Clark.

Rivawas, in 2008, smack in the middle of
her first year on the Marlborough Board of
Selectmen. She stayed on the board until
2011, when she opted not to seek a second
term in office. During her four years as a se-
lectman, Riva was a good friend of the
Rivereast’s, always being very helpful and
cooperativewhen it cameto stories. | remem-
ber meeting her in person at a Marlborough
Memorial Day parade, and shejust struck me
as a genuinely nice person. So it was neat
coming across her name in the cookbook.

Riva had no fewer than three recipes
printed in the cookbook — which | thought
I'd share. The first, in the “Appetizers’ sec-
tion, wasfor “Martha's Salsa”

Ingredients: 1 can whole kernel corn; 1
orange bell pepper, diced; 1 can red kidney
beans, rinsed and drained; 1 can crushed pine-
apple, reserve liquid; Y2 red onion, diced; 3

tbsp. olive ail; 5 thsp. lime juice; 1 tsp. salt;
hot sauce, to taste.

Directions: Mix together first five ingre-
dientsin alarge bowl. Stir together ail, lime
juice, salt and hot sauce, and pour over salsa.
Add reserved pineapplejuice, if desired, for
a wetter salsa. Good to make ahead so fla-
vorsblend and hot sauce devel opsagood kick.

Her second entry in the cookbook was for
beef soup.

Ingredients: 1.5 Ibs. cubed stew beef; 3
tsp. flour, seasoned with salt and pepper; 1
pkg. Knorr Oxtail soup mix; 8 cups water; 1
cup short cooking rice, approx.; 1 head of bok
choy or small curly cabbage, washed and
rough-chopped.

Directions: Dredge stew beef in flour and
placein hot, oiled large Dutch oven. Sear until
browned on all sides. Add Knorr Oxtail soup
mix and eight cupswater. Stir well, cover and
bring to low simmer; cook until meat isfork-
tender. Add rice and cabbage. Cook 10 min-
utes, stirring occasionally until riceis cooked.
If desired, add more rice for thicker consis-
tency. Cabbagewill cook down tremendously.
Mix well and serve.

For her third dish, Riva— having provided
an appetizer and an entree already — offered
up aterrific-sounding dessert: cranberry or-
ange cake, which she said was handed down
from her mother, who had madeit every holi-
day for decades.

Cake Ingredients: 2 ¥4 cups all-purpose
flour; 1 % cups oats, quick or old-fashioned,
uncooked; 1 cup sugar; 1 thsp. baking pow-
der; Y2 tsp. baking soda; Y2 tsp. salt; ¥acup (1
14 sticks) softened margarine or butter; 1 cup
milk; 3 eggs; 2 cups chopped cranberries,
fresh or dried; 2 tsp. grated orange peel.

Glazelngredients: 1 cup powdered sugar;
4-5 tsp. orange juice; Y2 tsp. grated orange
peel.
Directions: Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees.
Grease 12-cup bundt or 10-inch tube pan.
Combine flour, oats, powder, soda and salt,
and set aside. In large bowl, beat sugar and
butter until creamy. Stir in milk, eggsand or-
ange peel. Gradually add flour mixture and
mix well, beating for oneminute. Foldin cran-
berries. Spread into prepared pan and bake
for 55-65 minutes until wooden pick comes
out clean. Cool 10 minutes, remove from pan
and cool onwirerack. Glaze when completely
cool.

Now, being alazy bachelor, I'll probably
only make the salsa— it seems the easiest —
although all three of those dishes Riva sub-
mitted sound absolutely delicious. I'm glad
she shared them with Rockville Bank — and
that the bank shared them with us.

* k% %

Lastly, there was a lot of pomp and cir-
cumstance in the air in the Rivereast towns
this week, as the Portland, East Hampton,
Bacon Academy and RHAM high schoolsall
held their graduations. Stories about the Port-
land and East Hampton commencements are
in this week’s paper; Bacon and RHAM
graduated last night, after presstime, so you
can look for those stories next week.

Asisannual tradition here, all the gradua-
tion photos — and our reporters take a lot,
many more than we have space to publish in
the paper — will go up on our website. The
PHS and EHHS pictures are aready there.
To see them, go to glcitizen.com/

rivereastphotos.html.
And congratul ations to the Class of 2014!

* kx %

See you next week.



