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Oneof RHAM's ‘Finest

by Geeta S. Sandberg

With sunny skies and atemperature near 50
degrees Monday, there was no weather-rel ated
reason to keep students home from school. It
wasn't a holiday either, and yet students and
faculty at the RHAM middle and high schools
had the day off.

But for many, it wasn’'t aday to sit homeand
relax; the closure was in response to the num-
ber of staff who expressed awish to attend the
funeral of the late — and beloved — teacher
Lawrence Fagan Jr.

“1 asked faculty to let me know which mem-
berswereinterested in attending,” RHAM High
School Principal Scott Leslie said Wednesday.
“Theresponse| got wasoverwhelmingly large”

Fagan, 56, lived in West Hartford with his
wife and three children and had been battling
cancer. Hetaught at the high school for 16 years
and passed away at home Feb. 17.

“The number of faculty members that
wanted to attend was such that it would have
beenimpossibleto hold regular classes,” Ledlie
stated.

And so, the decision was made to close
school, which a so ensured anyone who wanted
to attend Fagan’s funeral —whether student or
staff —had the opportunity.

“l was very grateful [Superintendent of
Schools Bob Siminski] was in support of that
idea as well so we were able to make it hap-
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A forum on the state’s opiate addiction crisiswas held at East Hampton Middle
School last Friday. At the forum, East Hampton Police Chief Sean Cox —joined by
a panel of expertsincluding Rushford Medical Director J. CraigAllen (center) and
South Central Connecticut Mental Health Boar d Executive Director Kristie Bar ber
(right) —said law enforcement officerscan’t arrest their way out of the opioid abuse
epidemic sweeping the town, state and country.
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pen,” Ledliesaid.

For Fagan's wife Susan that decision —and
the support shown by the RHAM community —
has been a comfort for her family during their
time of sorrow.

“It was a huge honor” school was closed,
she said. “I just thought of Larry — it wasn’t
something that would necessarily make him
happy because he would be like, ‘Why would
they do that for me? But it just made me real-
ize how much they really love him.”

Their son Noel felt similarly; he remarked
this week he was “amazed” at how much his
father meant to his students.

Susan Fagan added, “I’m on Twitter all the
timelooking at thekids' comments” about her
husband. “And we have so many cardsthat have
come in over the past year from students who
just wanted him to know how much of anim-
pact he made on them. Even now that he'sgone
I’m getting really heartfelt letters about how
much he meant.”

Leslie, who said he was fortunate to have
known Fagan “as a friend, as a colleague, and
as a teacher,” caled him “very generous. He
would do anything for anybody. He was a de-
voted family guy.”

He added Fagan “really epitomized that
teacher that perfected the art of teaching, inthat
he knew how to connect with kids to kind of

See ‘Finest Teachers Page 2

Trying to Solve
Heroin Crisis

by Elizabeth Regan

Kim Richards' candid talk about trying to
help heroin addicts through a system shrouded
in shame yielded a surprise speaker at an East
Hampton forum last Friday night: her daugh-
ter, Brittany.

Brittany Richards, an addict for six years
who's been in recovery since October, stepped
out of an audience of about 80 people in the
East Hampton Middle School library to join her
mother and five other substance abuse experts
at the table of panelists. The group was con-
vened by state Rep. Melissa Ziobron, R-34, to
discuss the state’s opiate addiction crisis.

Brittany told panelists she was grateful for
their willingness to talk about an issue many
people would rather ignore.

“1 think this needs to be said more and
brought into the public eye,” Brittany said. “Es-
pecialy for kids that are starting really early.
They just don’t know what you lose. | lost ev-
erything.”

Those on the panel included Connecticut
Department of Mental Health and Addiction
Services Commissioner Miriam Delphin-
Rittmon and East Hampton Police Chief Sean
Cox, as well as two addiction specialists and
onelocal volunteer.

Brittany counted among her losses a home,
anursing school education, and ajob asahorse-
riding instructor. The biggest oss came when

she temporarily gave up custody of her young
daughter.

According to Brittany, addicts aren’t them-
selves when they’re using. They do things
they’d never consider otherwise, like she did
last summer when she jumped out of her drug
dealer’smoving car.

“1 got five head fractures. I'm deaf in one
ear. These are the things that addicts do and
walk away with,” she said.

The issue of heroin use gained prominence
in town following three suspected overdoses—
two of them fatal —in aseven-hour period over
the New Year’sholiday. Cox said there hasbeen
another death from a suspected overdose since
then.

Statewide, accidental overdoses involving
heroin have more than doubled over the past
four years. Statisticsreleased thismonth by the
Office of the State Medical Examiner show
heroinwasinvolved in 174 deathsin 2012; 258
deaths in 2013; 327 deaths in 2014; and 415
deathsin 2015.

Cox told the audience his 14-officer depart-
ment has been trained and equipped to use the
overdose antidote naloxone, commonly known
asNarcan, and began carrying it two weeksago.
He said Tuesday officers have not yet needed
to use the drug to reverse an overdose.

All the panelists at the forum agreed Narcan

See Heroin Crisis Page 2

Teachers Remembered

could attend the funeral of beloved teacher Lawrence Fagan Jr., who passed away
Feb. 17 after battling his second brain tumor. Fagan was described —over and over
again —as a teacher known for hiswit, humor and the connections he formed with
students.
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addicted to opioidsand their families. Richardstold an audience of about 80 people
at a forum at East Hampton Middle School about her struggles advocating for a
daughter now in recovery after six years of addiction.

Heroin Crisis cont. from Front Page
isjust one way to address the complex issue of
opioid use in the community.

Dr. J. Craig Allen, medical director of the
Rushford addiction treatment center, said part
of the solution involves recognizing addiction
as a disease and not as amoral weakness. Ad-
diction changesthebrain, he said, affecting the
way it controls functions including impulse
management, memory and motivation.

“Thething that is, for me, the most fascinat-
ing and frightening thing about substance use
disorder istheway it can take over your brain,”
Allen said.

It's a disease to which people are most vul-
nerable when their brains are developing, he
said. Avoiding any addictive substances until
the age of 21 is“incredibly helpful” to build-
ing what he described as alifelong immunity.

Kristie Barber, executivedirector of the South
Central Connecticut Mental Health Board, said
the statistics are staggering.

“1f an adol escent doesn’t use any substances,
including nicotine, until the age of 18 —evenif
they have agenetic predisposition...evenif it's
intheir family —they have a 90 percent chance
of not becoming addi cted to substancestherest
of their life,” shesaid. Thelikelihood of escap-
ing addiction completely goes up to 96 percent
for those who avoid the use of any drugs until
they are 21 yearsold.

The numbers struck East Hampton Local
Prevention Council Chairwoman Irene Kuck
profoundly when she started finding out more
about the dangers of substance abuse through
the council. Before that, she used to think ex-
perimenting with drugswas part of growing up.

“But learning that even atrial with drugscan
cause instantaneous and irreparable damage to
their developing brain has kind of led me to
havereally frank talkswith my kids,” Kuck told
the audience. “It's not an option to even try.
You liketheway your brainisnow; you havea
responsibility to preserveit.”

She said communication is key, both within
families and across the wider community.

For Kim and Brittany Richards, that means
telling their story to educate others and, hope-
fully, to spur change.

Kim said Brittany’saddiction began six years
ago with prescription painkillers. But despite
“doctor shopping” for medical professionals
willing to write those prescriptions, there was
another drug more easily available — and
cheaper.

“Eventually, like so many others, she turned
to heroin and sold her soul,” Kim said.

Kim’sown life became pure hell asshetried
to advocate for her daughter, she said.

Everywhere shelooked, Kim found the sys-
tem lacking: doctors weren’t being held ac-
countablefor overprescribing the powerful pills
and drug companies weren't being brought to
task for the way they marketed them; there
weren’'t enough treatment options or available
bedsfor inpatient rehabilitation; and insurance
companieswerefailing to provide coveragefor
drug treatment asrequired by theMental Health
Parity and Addiction Equity Act.

Then Brittany went to prison after being
found with heroin and drug paraphernalia, ac-

cording to Kim. She said there was no medical
assistanceto guide Brittany through the detoxi-
fication process and to help her avoid arelapse
upon her release.

“With so many people clogging the system
with heroin spillover crimes, why isit there's
no substance abuse treatment in prison?’ Kim
asked.

Delphin-Rittmon, who applauded Kim and
Brittany for persevering and for speaking so
openly about their experiences, said her agency
isworking with the Department of Corrections
on a pilot program in New Haven to address
that issue. The initiative alows inmates who
are on methadone before being arrested to con-
tinue the treatment while in prison.

“1f they're able to get the methadone while
in prison, it helps reduce the cravings and re-
ducethelikelihood they’ | be engaging in some
of the under-the-tableor illegal waysof getting
the medication in prison,” Delphin-Rittmon
said.

The czar of the state’'s mental health and ad-
diction agency a so encouraged those who feel
they are not getting the care they deserve to
contact Connecticut’s Healthcare Advocate,
Victoria Veltri.

Locally, Cox said he'sdoing what he canwith
limited resources to stem the tide of prescrip-
tion drug and heroin usein town.

He hopes to secure grant money through the
state Department of Transportation to increase
traffic stops as a way to reduce the number of
people driving under the influence. He is also
working to get one of his 14-member depart-
ment certified as a drug recognition expert to
hel p determine when someoneisdriving under
the influence of adrug other than alcohol.

Cox cited the death of local icon Jim Morris
in October 2014 as an example of the gravity
of the situation and the need for enhanced en-
forcement. Morris was killed when a driver
veered into the northbound lane of North Main
Street and onto the sidewalk.

According to court documents, police
charged Jennifer VanWycke of East Hampton
with second-degree manslaughter with a mo-
tor vehicle, risk of injury, operating an unreg-
istered motor vehicle, failureto carry alicense,
failure to drive right, driving on a sidewalk,
operating amotor vehicle under the influence,
misconduct with a motor vehicle, possession
of a narcotic substance, failure to keep a nar-
cotic drugintheoriginal container and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. The court case is
ongoing.

“The crash occurred on the sidewalk in the
morning. It’'snot traditionally what peoplethink
of asaDUI situation,” Cox said. “Also realize
that when peopl e are abusing prescription medi-
cations, it'sharder, trickier, for usto detect that.”

Flanked on one side by a state commissioner
and on the other by an expert in drug treatment,
East Hampton's police chief acknowledged the
need for comprehensive solutions that address
all facets of the opioid epidemic.

“From alaw enforcement perspective, here’'s
what | can tell you: We're not going to arrest
our way out of this. Absolutely not going to
happen,” Cox said.

Along with being a wonderful teacher, Fagan was also described as a devoted
family man. Fagan is shown here with his wife Susan and, clockwise from top,
children Raymond, Claire and Noel.

‘Finest Teachers' cont. from Front Page
pull them aong in hisjourney of discovery.”

Along with connecting with the students he
taught during the day, Leslie said Fagan aso
forged relationships with those he taught dur-
ing the school’ s adult education program in the
evening —many of whom were former RHAM
students that, for various reasons, had left the
schoal.

“He had a connection with all of those kids
that kind of lost their connection here [at
RHAM] and weren’t as successful in the regu-
lar day as[they werein] in adult education—he
made aconnection with kidswho needed some-
one to guide them and keep them engaged in
education,” Leslie said.

Siminski echoed those sentiments and said
Fagan “ made amarvel ousimpact on students.”

“The way he approached teaching allowed
kids to understand and retain the material. He
wasjust agood teacher: he used humor, he used
wit, to get his message across and in arelaxed
atmosphere,” he said.

Social Studies coordinator Jennifer
Stachowiak said this week Fagan was “a class

“He epitomized all that isgood in teaching,”
shesaid. “Larry exuded acharismatic and kind
demeanor. As a teacher, he has certainly left
hismark. Students|oved him and there was no
shortage of kids signing up for his classes.”

Stachowiak said Fagan was knowledgeable
in many areas, but he always remained
humble. She added he was afamily man who
knew “that kindness and patience are not only
helpful in parenting but in teaching as well.”
Part of his mantra, she said, was “failure is
not an option.”

“He genuinely saw the good in all kids and
worked incredibly hard to help them all.”

Stachowiak said Fagan was “a funny man,
and hiswit and quirky sense of humor wereall
part of his charm and his process for connect-
ing with students and staff.”

Fagan was known for a number of events,
traditionsand “ organizations’ at RHAM includ-
ing the fictitious Pisces Club, which he started
in response to the Leos Club — a charitable or-
ganization at RHAM that is an offshoot of the
Lions Club — because hefelt another astrologi-
cal sign should have representation. Then there
was Fluffernutter Day, something he started
after being appalled by the number of students
who didn’t know what his favorite sandwich —
a Fluffernutter — was. And so, the day before
Thanksgiving bresk he'd set up atableand make
students Fluffernutters, which consist of pea-
nut butter and marshmallow fluff; Stachowiak
said the day was something RHAM staff in-
tended to continue.

She added, “Larry was an amazing human
being and people were better for knowing him.
Therewill certainly beavoidinthesocial stud-

iesdepartment and hewill be missed by al staff
and administration.”

And*“arguably,” shesaid, “hewas one of the
most well-loved teachersin the building...”

Jack Caplan was one of the many students
who benefitted from Fagan’s instruction. He
shared Wednesday that while he met Fagan af -
ter starting his AP psychology class this year,
“I"'ve known of him for several years because
he has such a reputation for being a great
teacher.”

Caplan shared Fagan would comeinto class
every day “with an infectious smile and strong
commitment to teaching. Everyone in his
classes wanted to do well because it seemed
unfair to not put in effort when he regularly
went above and beyond the job description to
create a culture of mutual respect, enthusiasm
for psychology, and love for learning.”

And along with teaching the required cur-
riculum, Caplan said Fagan a so taught his stu-
dents life lessons through the strength he ex-
hibited in the face of illness.

“Mr. Fagan taught literally hundreds of stu-
dents how to smilein the face of an unimagin-
ably daunting challenge,” Caplan said. “The
strength that he showed throughout what 1I'm
sure was a terrifying episode did not go unno-
ticed, and | think it gave othersthe resolve nec-
essary to confront whatever trials they may be
going through in their own lives.

He concluded, “While Mr. Fagan might not
be with us physically, countless happy memo-
ries of him and his classes will live on in the
hearts of students and colleagues for years to
come.”

Harrison Pellerin, another of Fagan's stu-
dents, had similar praise. He explained he took
Fagan’s psychology class partially because of
hisinterest in the subject, “but mostly because
| looked forward to having him as a teacher.”

Like Caplan, Pellerin called Fagan's happi-
ness “infectious,” and said his humor could
make “the most monotonous parts of classes
and note-taking not only entertaining, but en-
riching.”

Headded, “Mr. Fagan’s passion for psychol-
ogy was equally matched, if not trumped, by
his passion for helping and caring about stu-
dents. He taught psychology, but his most im-
portant lessons were those he taught us about
the importance of caring for others and about
the strength of happiness. If you ever saw Mr.
Fagan in the hall he would be smiling, anyone
around him would be smiling —and before you
knew it, you were too.”

Pellerin concluded, “1 know all of usin the
RHAM community miss Mr. Fagan’s vibrant
and positive persondlity, but that will never be
lost to any of us. In our hearts we will always
remember the truelessonsthat one of RHAM'’s
finest teachers has taught us.”



by Geeta S. Sandberg

The Board of Selectmen voted at its meet-
ing last week to move ahead with the proposed
gas expansion for the center of town.

The selectmen authorized Town Manager
Andrew Tierney to pursue funding optionsand
calculate the conversion costs of the project.

As part of the proposal from Connecticut
Natural Gas, al of the town buildings aong
the expansion route — which would run from
East Street to thetown center if approved —will
need to make the switch to natural gas, includ-
ing the RHAM middle and high schools and
Hebron Elementary School.

If the town were to move forward with the
proposal, CNG would contribute $1.25 million
toward the expansion. The company estimated
Hebron would be responsible for $441,900 if
the town paid for the project if it granted CNG
no tax abatement; $242,900 if it granted CNG
a10-year tax abatement; and $168,100if it gave
CNG a 25-year tax abatement.

Included in that price is the installation of
the gas mains and meters, but the town — and
any of the 260 residential customers along the
route who decide to make the switch —would
be responsible for the cost of conversion of
equipment and piping to the meter.

Tierney brought a preliminary conversion
cost to a special meeting on the proposal held
Wednesday Feb.17, and said the “worst case
scenario” in terms of what the town may need
to pay to make the shift to natural gas is
$1,160,000. He added, however, that number
was likely to decrease as the details are ham-

Hebron Selectmen M ove Ahead

with Gas Expansion Proposal

mered out.

Annually, CNG estimated changing to natu-
ral gaswould amount to about $117,000 in sav-
ingsfor the town; the gas company would also
be responsible for paying taxes on the equip-
ment, estimated at $60,000. Tierney said one
potential payment option would be to put any
savings, as well as the tax money, toward the
cost of the project; he also mentioned RHAM
Superintendent of Schools Bob Siminski told
him the only way RHAM was likely to agree
to the expansion wasiif the project was budget
neutral. CNG has said that, without RHAM on
board, the project “ doesn't work,” asthe schools
aresuch large buildings and thuswould realize
the most in savings from the switch.

“| think this is an economic benefit for the
town of Hebron and that’show it was proposed
last night,” Tierney said at the meeting Feb. 18.

Selectman Brian O’ Connell added, “At this
point I’'m going to recommend we do move
forward. We need to find what the numbers
are—we need to give people a choice” He
added, “Choice in utilities helps business dis-
tricts.... | need to look at what benefits resi-
dents and the business community.”

Board of Selectman Chairman Dan Larson
added heliked that natural gaswasalower pres-
sure gas than propane, didn’t require vehicle
transport, and had alower carbon emission than
other fossil fuels.

“Weall know our carbon footprint isdestroy-
ing the planet. | would love to see lesser-pol-
luting options and we're doing that,” Larson

said, adding, “I think Hebron is trying to be
environmentally and economically conscious.”

Larson mentioned the selectmen’s decision
earlier in the meeting to unanimously approve
participation in Solarize Connecticut, aprogram
that promotes residential solar installation in
town.

Citizens Green Committee member Gil Salk
was present at the selectmen’s meeting and
stated regarding the program, “This does not
cost anything and | think it's good savings for
people who want to solarize— | would encour-
ageit.”

Solarize Connecticut started in 2012 and in-
cludesamost 60 communities acrossthe state.
A presentation on the program was made at the
Feb. 4 Board of Selectmen’s meeting, and it
was explained most towns at least double the
amount of solar in their municipalities during
the length of their Solarize Connecticut cam-
paign—whichisusually 18 weeks—compared
to the total over the previous seven years.

Through the program, Hebron will competi-
tively select one or more solar installers that
will provide discounts in exchange for the
town’s education and outreach, which may in-
clude lawn signs, banners, events, workshops,
social mediaand traditional mediato promote
the program.

Homeownerswill have accessto below mar-
ket pricing in conjunction with stateincentives
and a 30 percent income tax credit, as well as
the option to access financing options through
the program.

“1 think it'sagood project to move forward
with” said Tierney.

* k% %

Also last week, the board unanimously ap-
proved two grant applications.

Thefirst is for an Electric Vehicle charging
station for the senior center not to exceed
$10,000. Tierney explained through previous
grants the town procured both a charging sta-
tion at the Town Office Building and an elec-
tric vehicle utilized by the senior center. How-
ever, since the senior center vehicleis often at
the station, the stationisn’t readily availableto
the public. A second station would mean the
vehicle could be charged at the center, and the
station at the Town Office Building could be
left open to the public.

The second application is for the State of
Connecticut Department of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Protection Recycling Rewards grant
program for waste reduction initiatives. The
grant request is for $8,000 and, if awarded, it
will go toward the purchase of 40 recycling
containersto be placed next to the trash recep-
taclesin the town’s parks.

“We do our best to apply for every grant to
try to offset costs to the town,” Tierney stated.
“We don’t always get them, but at least we're
applying.” s

Thenext regular Board of Selectmen’s meet-
ing isscheduled for Thursday, March 3, at 7:30
p.m. inthe Town Office building, 15 Gilead St.

RHAM Superintendent Proposes

by Geeta S. Sandberg

RHAM Superintendent of Schools Bob
Siminski proposed a budget for the 2016-17
school year of $28.58 million Monday, an
increase of 1.63 percent over current year
spending.

The budget clocksin at $28,581,094, which
is $452,663 more than the approved 2015-16
school budget. Included in that number is a
$100,000 appropriation for maintenance; how-
ever, it's an amount that doesn’t come close to
coveringthelist of repairs needed at the schools
as determined by two assessments conducted
last year.

In November, the regional school board ap-
proved submitting an application for a$10 mil-
lion School Construction Grant from the state.
The grant package was submitted with the un-
derstanding most of it will get denied, and un-
der the recommendation of state Rep. Gayle
Mulligan and state Sen. Cathy Osten, whotold
the board to submit a“piein the sky” package
that included all of therecommendations. Osten
had explained previously applying for the
school construction grant was part of the pro-
cess, even though the assumption wasit would
get denied; once that happens, Mulligan and
Osten said they’d move the package forward
for bonding.

Osten added previously the school construc-
tion bond was usually one of thelast thingsthe
General Assembly works on, and the status
wasn't likely to be known until theend of May.

Siminski said this week he had “no word”
on the status of the school construction grant
and, if it's denied, it will be up to the school

1.63 Percent Budget Increase

board to decide how it wants to proceed, and
whether or not it wants to increase the amount
budgeted for maintenance.

He added, “I put the $100,000 in there so
that they could take alook at allocating it the
way they felt was best, and I’'m going to figure
out what | want to do as far as maybe taking a
look at it too because | know finances are re-
aly tough. | just hope they were happy with
the number that I’ve given them.”

Also included in the budget proposal isare-
duction of four teaching positions through re-
tirements, which Siminski said isin line with
declining enrollment at the schools; enrolIment
at the middle school is projected to decrease
by 34 next year to 533 students, while enroll-
ment at the high school is projected to drop by
28 students to 995.

Inaddition, $91,352 isincluded for aSchool
Resource Officer, the agreement for which is
in the process of being finalized; the SRO will
be a Hebron trooper who will be on-site at the
schoals.

Meanwhile, health insurance is budgeted at
$2,813,902 for an increase of $67,665, but
Siminski said he received word the increase
would be one percent less than what was bud-
geted. He also said switching over to a high-
deductible health plan had resulted in “ signifi-
cant savings on health insurance costs.”

Alsoreflectedin the budget proposal isa.75
percent salary increase — plus step — for certi-
fied staff (“step” refersto the pay scale used to
determine salary, which is based upon degrees

held and length of time teaching). A 2.1 per-
cent increase in the administrators’ salary as
per the third year of their contract is also re-
flected, asisatwo percent salary increase (plus
step) for non-certified staff.

The budget proposal also includes $19,450
for high school math textbooks, $5,247 for high
school socia studiestextbooks, $4,940for high
school science textbooks, and $3,592 for En-
glish textbooks.

Funds have also been budgeted to enhance
the schools' network, continue with the com-
puter replacement schedule as well asthe one-
to-one technology initiative which provided
Chromebooks to all eighth grade students in
the 2015-16 budget, and is now proposed for
studentsin grades nine and 10.

Meanwhile, both the heating oil and diesel
fuel accountsare projected to drop for the 2016-
17 school year. Heating oil is budgeted to go
down $112,278, to $205,621, and diesel fuel
by $5,758, bringing it to $127,742.

This is an area that could also see further
changes, pending the approval of anatural gas
expansionin the center of Hebron whichwould
include the RHAM middle and high schools.
Connecticut Natural Gas has estimated the
change would result in $101,357 annual sav-
ingsfor RHAM, but Siminski said the only way
the district was likely to agree to the proposal
was if the costs associated with the expansion
—such asthe conversion of the school’sboilers
—were budget neutral; Hebron Town Manager
Andrew Tierney was instructed by the Hebron

Board of Selectmen last week to hammer out
the costs of the conversion as well as possible
funding options.

The budget proposed Monday also includes
$382,500 for vocational, agricultural and mag-
net school tuition — a $2,500 increase — and
$826,455 for special education, up $280,582.

From 2010-2014, special education ac-
counted for about 20 percent of the school bud-
get, and Siminski explained, “it’'simportant to
note one of the reasons ours is a little higher
[than special education spending for the
Hebron, Andover and Marlborough school dis-
tricts—the three towns that send their students
to RHAM] is because we have more students
out of state”

For example, he said two students were in
school in Springfield, Mass. for specialized
programs, and added, “We al so service the 18-
21 year old population.”

If approved as proposed, Hebron would be
responsible for 54.47 percent of the 2016-17
budget or $15,373,307, based on the number
of studentsenrolled at the school; Marlborough
would be responsible for 30.50 percent, or
$8,608,149; and Andover would be responsible
for 14.84 percent or $4,188,358.

Now that the initial budget has been pro-
posed, the board will hold a number of budget
meetings. The first is scheduled for Monday,
Feb. 29, at 6:30 p.m., when coordinators from
the art and music department as well as social
studies, science and math will present their
budgets.



New Britain Man Charged in Fatal Marlborough Crash

by Kaitlyn Schroyer

A New Britain man was charged last week
with negligent homicide as aresult of acrash
in town last May that killed a Glastonbury
woman.

Felix Pagan, 62, of 352 South St., was ar-
rested Feb. 18 and charged with negligent ho-
micidewith amotor vehicleand failureto drive
right, state police said. The callision, which
occurred shortly before 5 p.m. May 26, 2015,
killed Courtney Wilczewski, 22, of 82
Shipman Dr., Glastonbury.

The crash happened on Route 66 near
Shepard Drive in Marlborough, police said.
Pagan was driving an Access Transportation
Solutions van, with astudent in the back seat,
at the time. Access Transportation is a
Glastonbury-based company that provides stu-
dent transportation to and from area schools.

Police said Pagan went over the center line
and struck Wilczewski’s Nissan Altimahead-
on. After hitting the Nissan, the student trans-
port van spun and hit a third vehicle in its
driver’s side door. The woman and passenger
in the third vehicle were uninjured, police
said.

Pagan, along with the juvenile that was in
the van at the time, were transported to Hart-
ford Hospital for “non-evident” injuries, po-
lice said, meaning injuriesthat werenot readily
visible. Wilczewski was originally transported
to the Marlborough Clinic; however, she was
later transported by LifeStar to Hartford Hos-
pital, where she was pronounced dead. An au-
topsy report from the Office of the Chief Medi-

cal Examiner reported Wilczewski died of blunt
trauma as aresult of the crash.

An eight-page affidavit obtained this week
detailed the police investigation into the colli-
sion. Police reported Pagan said the last thing
he remembered was driving toward Marlbor-
ough from Hebron, listening to music and
singing and the next thing he knew he had
crashed and people were coming up to himin
the vehicle.

In a written statement to police made the
day of the crash, Pagan told police he was en
route to Glastonbury, while singing to oldies
that were playing on the radio. Pagan said he
remembered the song he was singing,
“Atlantis” by Donovan, when he“just went and
when | came through, | heard [the student]
screaming behind me.”

Pagan told police he couldn’t remember if
he blacked out or not and that he is diagnosed
with Type 2 diabetes.

“1 check my sugar level morning and night,
daily,” Pagan told police in his statement.
“When | went to check my sugar level today, at
about 5 am., the batteries were dead on my
sugar level meter that checks my glucose. Due
to the batteries being dead, | didn’t check my
glucose level this morning. | haven't checked
my glucose level thusfar today.”

During Pagan’stransport to Hartford Hospi-
tal to check for injuries, a blood glucose level
test was administered to Pagan about 38 min-
utes after the accident, police said.

That test revealed Pagan had a blood glu-

coselevel of 325mg/dL. A healthy glucoselevel
for someone with diabetes is 90-180 mg/dL,
and side effects of a high glucose level can be
fainting, drowsiness or blurry vision, accord-
ing to the affidavit.

Due to the fact that a student transportation
van was involved in the accident, police said
they requested a member of the state Depart-
ment of Motor Vehiclesto respond to the crash
toinspect the vehicles. Although Access Trans-
portation was cited for not having a needed
brake inspection done on the van, police said
“none of theviolationsthe carrier was cited for
caused or contributed to this crash.”

However, the affidavit reported the DMV
found a discrepancy between Pagan’s state
medical certificate, required to hold acommer-
cial driver’slicense, and hislong-form exami-
nation, needed to determine physical qualifi-
cations of adriver. Commercial drivershold
the certificate on them at all times, whilethe
long-form examination isfiled with the state.
According to the affidavit, thelong-form ex-
amination described Pagan as being a dia-
betic, needing corrective lenses to drive and
taking insulin twice a day. However, the
medical certificate made no mention of any
such conditions.

Theinvestigating trooper, Jeff Dunshee, said
in the affidavit he made multiple attempts to
reach Pagan by phone, to obtain a statement
indicating what he did in the 24 hours prior to
the accident. Ultimately, on June 7, Dunshee
said hewent to Pagan’s home where Pagan told

thetrooper he did not want to speak with him,
and wanted an attorney.

Still, Dunshee, using the statement Pagan
provided to police the day of the crash, de-
termined that “ Pagan made the conscious de-
cisiontodriveastudent transport van for what
he knew would be several hours, despite the
fact that he knew he had not checked hisglu-
cose level that morning, a practice which he
admitted to doing every day,” the affidavit
said.

Dunshee said Pagan made no effortsto test
his glucose level during the day, approxi-
mately 12 hours after attempting to check it
a5am.

Dunshee added, according to the affidavit,
“Pagan acted negligently by ignoring his
known medical condition whichtheU.S. Na-
tional Library of Medicineexplains, ignoring
your sugar levels can cause fainting, without
showing any symptoms.”

Asaresult, Pagan was arrested last Thurs-
day.

Pagan was released on a $250 non-surety
bond and is expected in Manchester Superior
Court March 7 for his arraignment.

Meanwhile, Wilczewski’s parents have
sued Access Transportation and Pagan for an
amount in excess of $15,000, for financial
obligations including ambulance fees,
LifeStar, hospital costs, and funeral and burial
expenses. According to court documents, that
lawsuit, which was filed last September, is
headed to ajury.

East Hampton Dispatch Deal with Glastonbury Delayed

by Shawn R. Dagle and Elizabeth Regan

The Glastonbury Town Council postponed a
public hearing Tuesday regarding a tentative
agreement for Glastonbury to provide emer-
gency dispatch servicesto East Hampton.

The council was scheduled to discuss a
memorandum of understanding between the
towns during a public hearing at its Feb. 23
meeting. However, the public hearing was post-
poned as the details of afinal agreement con-
tinue to be worked out.

Council Chairman Stewart Beckett said some
administrative questions arose asthe two towns
discussed the language of the memo. Rather
than rush out an agreement for consideration,
the towns decided to wait and make sure the
agreement is drafted correctly.

Beckett said that trying to combine two
towns' dispatch systems can be alittle tricky;
he emphasized that the delay is not an indica
tion that the potential agreement isin jeopardy.

“Everyoneis pretty committed to doing it,”
he remarked.

East Hampton Town Manager Michael
M aniscal co said Wednesday that staff members
in both towns have been working diligently to
make the regionalization effort a reality. And
whiletimeisacritical factor considering East
Hampton’s contract with the nonprofit dispatch
service KX is set to expire by late June, it's
also crucial to make sure the agreement is as
fine-tuned as possible. “At the end of the day,
thisisafoundational document for what's go-
ingtobearegional dispatch center,” Maniscal co
said.

He added that the agreement could come to
serve more towns than just Glastonbury and
East Hampton — “and we need to get it right.”

East Hampton has been in negotiations for
monthswith Glastonbury regarding apotential
agreement.

In a state budget climate dominated by de-

clining municipal aid and heightened discus-
sions about regionalization, Glastonbury offi-
cias have said the agreement to provide dis-
patch services to East Hampton will give
Glastonbury the opportunity to decide for it-
self whom it wantsto partner with—rather than
waiting for an edict from the state.

“It is much better to control our own des-
tiny,” said Beckett.

The arrangement would use a combination
of state grant money and funding from East
Hampton to update Glastonbury’ s dispatch cen-
ter and provide dispatch services.

Colchester Emergency Communications
(KX) —which presently provides dispatch ser-
vicesto the Town of East Hampton—will cease
operation this June after eight communitiesin-
dicated they would not be renewing their con-
tracts with the company.

Thefuture of KX began to unravel last June
when a deal to consolidate its operations with
Montville fell through. This was followed by
an announcement in July that Lebanon would
be leaving as well. Seven other communities
followed suit.

Initially it appeared that both East Hampton
and Marlborough —another of the KX member
towns — would be seeking dispatch services
from Glastonbury. Fire, police and town offi-
cials from the three communities met to dis-
cussapotential agreement. (Unlike East Hamp-
ton, Marlborough would have been just been
moving its fire and ambulance calls to
Glastonbury; state police Troop K in Colchester
handles that town’s police calls.)

However, Marlborough town officialsba ked
at the estimated cost of joining Glastonbury,
anditsBoard of Selectmen subsequently voted
to send out a Request for Proposals regarding
emergency dispatch services. At this point, it
appearsthetown will not bejoining any agree-

ment with Glastonbury.

Without Marlborough on board, East Hamp-
ton and Glastonbury are seeking available state
grant money to help fund the necessary capital
improvements to expand the system.

The Glastonbury Town Council agreed Jan.
12 to authorize Town Manager Richard Johnson
to execute an agreement with the state in order
to obtain available grant monies for dispatch
services.

According to Johnson, Glastonbury is eli-
giblefor a$250,000 Transition Grant from the
Department of Emergency Servicesand Public
Protection. There is aso an Inter-municipal
Capital Equipment, or ICE, grant that is pend-
ing state approval.

In additionto capital improvements, Johnson
hasindicated that three to four new staff mem-
bers will have to be added to the dispatch cen-
ter to cover East Hampton. They would be con-
sidered Glastonbury employees, but would be
paid for by the Town of East Hampton.

Adding East Hampton will be* cost-neutral”
for Glastonbury with East Hampton paying for
the service, according to Johnson.

Themove could cost East Hampton as much
as$770,000inthefirst year, based on tentative
numbers provided by Maniscal co.

That figureincludes approximately $215,000
in operationa costs and $555,000 in start-up
capital expenses. Maniscalco said the capital
expenses — such as computer software, radio
repeaters, and an additional dispatch console—
are preliminary estimates that are likely to go
down asthe town explores specific pricing op-
tions.

No definitive figures have been put forth re-
garding the cost to Glastonbury of providing
the expanded services, though Johnson hasin-
dicated the capital costswill exceed $250,000.

Anything above that number would either be
paid through additional grant moniesor by East
Hampton, Johnson said.

The Glastonbury Town Council did approve
$20,000 at its Feb. 9 meeting to begin the pro-
cessof providing serviceto East Hampton. The
money — and an additional $17,000 from East
Hampton’scapital reservefund —will alow for
the purchase and installation of equipment so
the two communities can communicate if dis-
patch services are needed by East Hampton
before late June.

While it is expected that KX will continue
itsoperations until June 30, thereisthe chance
that those services could terminate earlier than
that, according to both Johnson and Maniscal co.
In order to ensure that East Hampton has dis-
patch services, the town agreed to put up part
of the money to get the necessary equipment.

But amemorandum of understanding iswhat
will make the agreement areality.

Johnson and Maniscal co haveindicated such
a memorandum would include financial obli-
gations, insurance requirements, responsibili-
tiesfor each town and similar matters.

No definitive date has been set for the public
hearing to discuss the memo, though Beckett
said it could be brought up at the Glastonbury
Town Council’ snext meeting on March 8.

Meanwhile, Maniscal co said both towns are
moving full-steam ahead in order to establish
protocols and policies to guide the consolida
tion.

He said he is working with the town attor-
ney to determineif apublic hearingisrequired
in East Hampton once the memorandum of
understanding is drafted.

Shawn R. Dagle is a reporter for the
Rivereast’ssister paper, The Glastonbury Citi-
zen.



Solving the Pocotopaug Problem in East Hampton

by Elizabeth Regan

L ake Pocotopaug isan “enigma,” according
to the expert hired to come up with anine-point
watershed management plan for identifying the
source of the lake's problems and proposing
solutions.

“It doesn’t behave the way lakes normally
do,” George Knoecklein, of Northeast Aquatic
Research, said at asummit on thelake's health
hosted by the Friends of Lake Pocotopaug at
Angelico’s Lake House Sunday.

Knoecklein was responding to what Roger
Abraham, an East Hampton High School sci-
ence teacher and Environmental Club advisor,
caled the “alarming lack” of plant speciesin
thelake.

A group of Abraham'’s students discovered
the strange phenomenon for themselves while
carrying out arandom sampling around thelake.
Knoecklein said his firm found the same thing
during a vegetation survey last year.

“That’savery curious thing about your lake
that we're still investigating: why there’s very,
very few aguatic plants out there,” Knoecklein
said.

The expert in inland water bodies said after
Sunday’s meeting that the situation is a com-
plete anomaly.

“Thereareno other lakes| know of that have
so few aquatic plants,” hesaid. “1 mean, there’'s
virtually no aquatic plants out there, which is
just an unbelievably weird situation.”

Knoecklein was unaware of any surveys on
aquatic plants being done prior to 2006, when
representatives from the state Agricultural Ex-
periment Station came out to inventory aquatic
plants and found two plants.

Theagricultural station’swebsiteillustrated
its 2006 data with two isolated instances of
aquatic plants on a map — along with this pos-
sible solution: “Very heavy development along

the shoreline without buffer zones keeping nu-
trients out of the water may contribute to the
large amount of algae in the water, which lets
in no light for the growth of vascular plants.”

Knoecklein said his survey found morethan
two plants, “but still not very many.”

The state’'s assessment was bolstered by a
2013 recommendation by Knoecklein for sta-
bilizing shoreline erosion to limit the amount
of phosphorous that washes into the lake
through stormwater runoff containing fertilizer.

One of the most visible symptoms of the
lake'sillsare seasond blue green algae blooms.
The problem was dramatically manifested last
August when the town closed beaches at Sears
Park and Schoolhouse Bay for three weeks due
to elevated blue-green agae counts. The year
before, a bloom shut down public lake access
over Labor Day weekend.

Blue-green algaeis principally fed by phos-
phorous and nitrogen.

“The goal of thislake management program
isreally to figure out where that phosphorous
and nitrogen iscoming from,” Knoecklein said.

While there were more questions than an-
swers about the source of the lake'sills at the
Sunday summit, Knoecklein said the nine-point
watershed plan should be ready for presenta-
tion sometime around June.

Thewatershed management planisarequire-
ment for afederal grant that could be used to
fund efforts to actively clean the lake, for edu-
cation efforts or for lake monitoring.

The Town Council approved aone-year con-
tract with Knoecklein's firm in January. The
plan will identify concrete steps and mainte-
nance protocols for the lake.

Knoecklein said the firm is busy tracking
down all the sources of water coming into the
lake and verifying approximately 15 years' of

data against which to gauge its current health.
While the data analysis is not yet complete,
what he alluded to was ominous. “The more
we look, the more we find, basically. And the
more we find, the more we don’t like what we
find.”

That left summit attendeesto talk about how
to convey the importance of making sure the
town isfully invested in the lake's future.

State Rep. Melissa Ziobron, R-34, reported
that $200,000 in funding through the Agricul-
tural Experiment Station was slashed from the
state budget. But a grant through the Small
Town Economic Assistance Programisstill on
thetable.

The grant application submitted by the town
asks for $500,000 for a green infrastructure
project to manage stormwater and improve the
quality of the lake watershed. The effort isfo-
cused on a parcel of land donated to the town
last year at the corner of O’'Neill Laneand Old
Marlborough Road, where the town hopes to
create a stormwater catchment area and rain
garden along with restoring the wetlands.

Ziobron recommended rallying around acon-
certed letter-writing effort directed toward the
state’ s Office of Policy and Management, which
administers the grant. She suggested |ake ad-
vocates come up with a unified message first,
then send out letters individually — the more,
the better. That message could also guide the
creation of a petition, she said.

Randall Miller, a board member with the
Connecticut Federation of Lakes and a facili-
tator with the East Haddam L akes Association,
told the audience the key to progress involves
in convincing town officials and taxpayers of
thelake's economic impact.

He cited statistics compiled by the Univer-
sity of Connecticut in 1999 that show a direct

relationship between the hedlth of alake and
the town’s bottom line.

According to Miller, ignoring water quality
issues means tax revenue from the lakes will
decrease in direct proportion to the deteriorat-
ing water quality.

“Poor water quality causes a decline in the
taxable real estate values and that puts either
upward pressure on your mill rate in town or
requires budgetsto be cut,” Miller said.

In East Haddam, astudy of assessor’srecords
by the L akes A ssociation showed about 20 per-
cent of the real estate grand list —whichisthe
total amount of all assessed propertiesin town
—comes from residentia properties around its
three lakes.

Miller said the UConn study indicatesthat if
water quality drops to the point whereit's un-
safeto swim or eat fish caught inthelake, prop-
erty values drop in the range of 36-43 percent.

That means the town of East Haddam could
lose between $1.5 and $1.8 million - between
7 and 8 percent of its revenue — if its lakes be-
came unswimmable.

The message waswell-received by the mem-
bers of the Friends of Lake Pocotopaug, who
said efforts to conduct a full analysis of
assessor’s records are aready underway as a
way to put a dollar figure to the losses East
Hampton could experience if the lake's prob-
lemsaren’t solved.

By the end of the meeting, those like Town
Council member MelissaEngel remained frus-
trated with thelack of answersabout the source
of the lake's contamination. She said she is
aware of numerous studies conducted over the
past 20 years without any solid leads.

“1 am starting to think it's an unanswerable
question,” Engel said.

Colchester School Board Moves Forward Flat Budget

by Kaitlyn Schroyer

The Board of Education sat in silence on
multiple occasionsWednesday night, asit con-
templated a decision that would cut teachers,
thefacilitiesmanager and multiplesmaller line
items.

By the end of the night, the board approved
alist of reductionstotaling $242,422, bringing
the proposed 2016-17 budget $730 under the
2015-16 adopted $39.80 million budget.

Last month, Superintendent of Schools Jeff
Mathieu presented a proposed $40.04 million
budget for the 2016-17 fiscal year. The spend-
ing package would have been a $241,822, or
0.61 percent, increase from current year
spending.

However, due to pressure from the Board of
Finance, the school board requested the school
administrators come up with alist of reductions
that would keep the budget even with its 2015-
16 amount. That list included the trimming of
four certified teachers — including a new 1.0
full-time-equivalent (FTE) specia education
position, for a$50,330 savings. Other teachers
reduced are already employed by the school
system: a 0.4 FTE science teacher at Bacon
Academy, for a $20,089 savings, a 0.4 FTE
world language teacher at Bacon for a$20,089
savings, and a0.2 FTE world language teacher
at William J. Johnston Middle School for
$10,045. (Dueto these teacher cuts, the unem-
ployment compensation line in the budget
would rise $12,255.)

Other larger cuts Mathieu proposed were
$44,265 from capital reserve money and

$40,672 from technology. He also proposed
cutting the facilities manager position, to save
$44,517. Currently, that position is filled by
Tony Gallicchio, who aso isthe town’s facili-
ties manager. The school board pays half
Gallicchio’s salary, while the town pays the
other half. The reduction makes the facilities
manager a part-time town employee.

Mathieu stated, after a discussion with the
first selectman, the town would reconfigure the
position if cut by the education board because
the town still needs those services met. The
education board has head custodians that can
cover the position, Mathieu said.

Other, smaller cuts were: $1,500 from lan-
guage arts textbooks for the middle school;
$2,100 from printing, postage and office sup-
plies; $3,600 from professional development;
$2,000 from IT supplies; $1,000 from adver-
tising; $1,000 from music travel to competitions
for Bacon; and $500 from positive behavior
intervention support supplies.

The line for professional development,
Mathieu explained Wednesday, changed by
$600 after he choseto save central office soft-
waretraining and instead replace that with ad-
venture training to allow WJIMS' gym teach-
ersto be certified to handle the school’s ropes
course. Mathieu said there is money in the
2015-16 budget to cover the needed adventure
training.

Other changeswould include changing tele-
phone plans, for a savings of $7,970; and re-
quiring parking fees at Bacon Academy for a

$5,000 reduction.

On Wednesday, those reductions went
through after the board voted 4-2 to accept
the zero percent increase budget and pass it
along to the finance board. The budget will
be presented to the Board of Finance Tues-
day, March 1.

The decision was not an easy one for the
board. Board member Michael Voiland intro-
duced a motion to spare the science teacher at
Bacon Academy and the special education
teacher at Jack Jackter Intermediate School.
That motion failed 2-4, with only he and Mary
Tomasi voting for it.

“None of these should be hereto begin with,
but there needsto be alist,” school board chair
Ron Goldstein said Wednesday.

Voiland said he can’t support the cuts.

“The administration isrecommending them
because they have no other choice,” Voiland said
of the request to get the budget flat.

Lauren Hickey —anon-voting student mem-
ber of the board —balked at the reductions, ques-
tioning what happensiif the finance board cuts
the education budget further.

“Thisisnot to betakenlightly,” Hickey said.
“It’s disconcerting to see things that would af -
fect [students'] lives.”

Hickey suggested moving along the 0.61
percent increase and then figuring out what to
doif it fails at referendum.

“1 think we would prefer not to do this
school board member Renie Besaw said. “We
have to consider what's likely to pass by the

Board of Finance and referendum. In a differ-
ent environment, wewould loveto keep every-
thing and even add things.”

The problem with increasing the budget,
Besaw said, is that the district needs the
community’s support.

Finance board member Rob Esteve was
present Wednesday and said that his board’s
feeling is the school board does not have the
community’s support when it comes to the
budget.

“Based on the information at hand, we gen-
erally feel you don’t have the public’'s support
to pass a budget of an increase of $240,000,”
Esteve said, stressing he was speaking as an
individual and not for the finance board.

A motion to pass the flat budget on to the fi-
nance board passed 4-2, with Tomasi and
Voiland voting against and Goldstein, Besaw,
Don Kennedy and Brad Bernier voting in favor.

Goldstein explained the flat budget will be
presented on Tuesday; however, he stressed
changes can still be made to the budget until it
is sent to referendum.

At theend of the meeting, only one member
of the public spoke about the budget — parent
Dawn May, who simply told the board that,
despite Esteve’'scomment, the board should not
give up on the community’s support.

Both the Board of Education and town bud-
get proposalswill be presented to the Board of
Finance Tuesday, March 1, at 7 p.m., at Town
Hall, 127 Norwich Ave.



East Hampton Council
L ooksto Add Police Dog

by Elizabeth Regan

While the Town Council has been adamant
that the town cannot afford to add another po-
lice officer to its 14-man force, it is enthusias-
tically backing the addition of adog.

Councilwoman Melissa Engel told the coun-
cil Tuesday agroup of volunteersislooking to
raise $30,000 for what she described asa* cross-
trained, drug-sniffing, search and rescue police
dog.”

Police Chief Sean Cox has put it this way:
“It’snot what you would call aone-trick pony.”

Whiledrug sniffing isnot the dog'sonly role,
Cox hassaidit’sadriving force behind theres-
urrection of the police department’s canine pro-
gram that fell to the waysidein the 1990s.

Atalocal forum onthe heroin epidemic held
last week, Cox brought up the issue of traffic
stopsand police dogsasaway to keep the prob-
lem in check.

“The United States Supreme Court came out
with aruling recently that said this: even if the
officer’s Spiderman sensetellshim there' sdrugs
in the car and he wants to get a dog there to
help confirm that Spiderman sense, you only
have the time that it takes to write out a ticket
to hold that operator,” Cox said.

That'swhy it'scritical to haveadog intown
instead of relying on another department’s ca-
nine program, according to Cox.

Going forward, theannual cost will be about
$10,000 for food, veterinary care and training.
The dog and its human counterpart must go
away once a month for recertification and one
week per year for training, Cox said.

He said a large portion of the expense of a
canine program is backfilling a position while
the officer is at the training academy.

East Hampton resident Randy Cavanaugh

spoke at the council meeting in support of add-
ing a police canineto the force.

“1 know firsthand how it feelsto lose some-
one to heroin,” he said. “I feel it would be
cheaper for usto get thedog than to bury afam-
ily member and suffer the long-term results of
it. In my opinion wecan't put aprice on saving
lives”

Both Engel and Cox are part of “Belltown’s
K-9 Challenge Committee” seeking donations
for the purchase and training of the dog and a
host of related expenses.

Cox said the department has identified a
breeder in southern Connecticut with experi-
ence starting a police canine program. The po-
sition of canine officer will be open to anyone
on the force and candidates will have the op-
portunity to spend some time with the breeder
first to determine if they're a good fit for the
assignment, according to Cox.

Several months of basic training for the dog
and handler covers areas such astracking, evi-
dencerecovery, building searches, handler pro-
tection, obedience, and classroom education.

“Oncethey completethat training, they spend
alittle time out on the road demonstrating that
they’re capable and then they go for the ad-
vanced [training], which would be the narcot-
ics detection,” Cox said.

Republican council member Mark Philhower
said he backs the canine program 100 percent.
“1 think it's something that’s needed. We' ve had
adog in the past and | think we need one to
move forward,” he said.

Donationsmay bedirected to the East Hamp-
ton Police Department. Checks should include
a notation that the money is for the police ca-
nine program.

Andover Resident Receives
10 Yearsfor Sexual Assault

by Geeta S. Sandberg

Andover resident and former middle school
teacher Dale Kukuckareceived a 10-year sen-
tence last week for sexual assault charges he
was convicted of in December.

Kukucka, 37, was sentenced Feb. 17 to 10
years in jail and 15 years of probation. He
was convicted Dec. 10 of first-degree stran-
gulation and third-degree sexual assault—both
felonies—aswell asthird-degree assault. The
charges al stemmed from the choking and
sexual assault of awoman at the Grange Hall
in East Haddam in 2013.

According to an arrest warrant affidavit
fromthetimeof hisarrestin November 2013,
Kukuckaassaulted the woman Oct. 20 of that
year when she went to use the restroom at
the Grange during the annual Moodus Fife
and Drum Muster; thewoman told police she
was washing her hands when a man — later
identified as Kukucka—grabbed her neck with
his right hand and put his left hand over her
mouth.

The woman struggled and moved toward
the bathroom window, which she broke with
her elbow before losing consciousness, the
affidavit said.

Two witnesses who heard the struggle en-
tered the restroom and found the woman on
the ground with Kukucka on top of her, the
affidavit stated. One of the witnesses de-
scribed the woman as having “alot of blood
on her faceandin her hair” and said Kukucka
had both of his hands up her shirt.

Both witnessestold Kukuckato get off the
victim, and while one of the witnesses at-
tended to the woman, the affidavit stated the

other attempted to restrain Kukucka. How-
ever, after aphysical atercation between the
two, Kukucka was able to get away.

He was later identified in part by his girl-
friend, who had |eft the Grange earlier in the
evening but returned to use the bathroom. The
affidavit said that, after being told not to go
intherestroom because " someonewasraped,”
his girlfriend heard people talking about the
incident and mentioning, “Dale from the
Essex Sailing Masters,” which is a fife and
drum corps Kukucka belonged to.

According to the affidavit, Kukucka s girl-
friend approached one of the troopers at the
scene and said she was dating a man named
Dale and she had a picture of him on her
phone; that photo was shown to one of the
witnesses, who positively identified Kukucka
as the man he'd pulled off the woman in the
bathroom.

Kukucka had been employed as a science
teacher at Carmen Arace Middle School in
Bloomfield at thetime of the assault; hisem-
ployment was terminated aweek after hisar-
rest.

Kukucka also has another case pending
against him: he was charged with fourth-de-
gree sexual assault for kissing an 18-year-old
female against her will and attempting to
touch her breasts at the Banner Lodge golf
coursein East Haddam in 2012.

According to published reports, Kukucka
received accelerated rehabilitation for the of -
fense; however, the special probation wasre-
voked after he was arrested for the East
Haddam charges.
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A raid of a Wildwood Lan'home Tuesday yielded
pounds of prepackaged buds, ready to sell, according to police.

East Hampton Raid
Finds Dozens of Pot Plants

by Elizabeth Regan

Three East Hampton residents are facing
multiple drug charges after federal, state and
local forces descended on a homegrown mari-
juanafactory in East Hampton Tuesday.

The arrests were made after a search of 29
Wildwood Ln. yielded 56 marijuanaplantsripe
for the picking and 2.5 pounds of prepackaged
buds ready to sell, according to police.

Detectives from the North Central Field Of-
fice of the Connecticut State Police Statewide
Narcotics Task Force, along with special agents
from the United States Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration and members of the East Hamp-
ton Police Department, carried out asearch and
seizure warrant around 5 p.m., according to
police.

Officersfound three separate “ grow rooms’
in the house, where they said high intensity
lights and ballasts and an extensive irrigation
and ventilation systems police were consistent
with thecultivation of the drug. They also seized
$2,900in U.S. currency, several gramsof THC
“wax” made from the extracted marijuanaoils,
and numerous pipes and bongs.

State police said the investigation began af -

ter detectives received information that mari-
juanawas being cultivated in the home.

Detectives identified the people who lived
thereasDestin Kelley, 32, Julian Clark, 30, and
Elizabeth Moore, 36. The investigation deter-
mined they wereresponsiblefor cultivating the
marijuana, police said.

Kelley, Clark and Moore weretaken to Con-
necticut State Police Troop K in Colchester and
each were charged with cultivation of mari-
juana, operating a drug factory, possession of
over 1 kilo of marijuana, possession of drug
paraphernaliaand possession with intent to sell
marijuana.

All seized items are being held at Troop K
as evidence, police said.

Thethreewere held on bond pending acourt
appearance in Middletown Superior Court
Wednesday. Kelley and Clark were each held
on $250,000 bond, while Moore was held on a
$100,000 bond.

The North Central Field Office of the State
Police Statewide Narcotics Task Force is in-
vestigating the case.

Two Arrested on Drug
Chargesin Portland

by Elizabeth Regan

Complaintsabout the sale of heroinfroma
Portland apartment |ed to the arrest thisweek
of two local men on multiple drug charges,
according to police.

Portland Police Department Lt. Ron
Milardo said an investigation led by Sgt.
JamesKelly resulted in anarcotics search and
seizure warrant carried out Monday at 1503
Portland Cobalt Rd., Apt. 1. The warrant was
based on complaints from neighboring resi-
dents and building management as well as
numerous hours of officer surveillance on the
apartment, according to Milardo.

Milardo said James Granata, 57, of thesame
address, was known to sell heroin from the
apartment.

Heroin, marijuana, drug paraphernaliaand

narcotics that were not in their proper con-
tainer were all seized as a result of the war-
rant, according to Milardo.

Granata was charged with possession of
narcotics, possession of narcoticswith intent
to sell, possession of marijuana, possession
of drug paraphernalia, and failure to keep a
narcotic drug in the original container.

Granatawas held on a$50,000 bond pend-
ing aMiddletown Superior Court appearance
Tuesday.

Michael Dickinson, 51, of Airline Avenue,
was a so arrested at the apartment and charged
with possession of narcotics and possession
of drug paraphernalia.

Dickinson has a court date of March 8 at
Middletown Superior Court.



L ongtime Colchester Pastor Remembered Fondly

by Kaitlyn Schroyer

TheRev. Fred “Ted” Dolewasaman aways
looking out for others whether it was as a pas-
tor or as the chaplain of the volunteer fire de-
partment.

Dole, 75, of East Hampton, formerly of
Colchester, passed away Feb. 9 after anillness.

Born Oct. 19, 1940 in Massachusetts, Dole
graduated Trinity College and later earned his
Master of Divinity degreefrom Hartford Semi-
nary. He served asinterim pastor at Westchester
Congregational Churchin 1972 before becom-
ing pastor in 1974. He served for 31 yearsuntil
hisretirement in 2003. After hisretirement, he
was made pastor emeritus.

At Westchester, Dole accomplished several
building improvementsincluding renovating the
basement, creating Canney Hall, adding anew
kitchen, replacing therotting steeple, restoring
the old steeple and making it into agazebo, and
rerouting the driveway and improving the park-
ing lot.

Dole was the first pastor in the renovated
parsonage acrossthe street from the church. His
family lived therefor over 20 years beforethey
purchased their own home a few miles from
the church.

He was also known for mentoring several
individuals who would go on to careersin the
ministry.

Whilehewasthe pastor at Westchester, Dole
wasknown for teaching his children about giv-
ing back.

“When it snowed and everyone el sewe went
to school with looked forward to a snow
day...usthreekidshad to shovel thestairsof the
Westchester Congregational Church and there
are a lot of them!” Sheryl Scheidel, Dole's
daughter, said. “We didn't appreciate it back
then as children, but we now are involved in
many community or outreach programs that
provide opportunities to others as a direct re-

sult of doing thingsfor others.”

While serving as pastor at Westchester, Dole
joined Company 2 with the Colchester-Hay-
ward Volunteer Fire Department. John Jones,
fire police captain for the department, said Dole
joined smply as something to do since he had
gotten bored just being a pastor.

“Wherehelived inWestchester, he could see
the Company 2 firehouse,” Jones said. “He
would hear the siren and wonder what was go-
ing on. The guys up there were a very close
bunch. Hejust liked that part of it.”

Dole began driving the trucks and fighting
the fires along with becoming chaplain for the
entire department.

A firedepartment chaplain, deputy chief Don
Lee explained, is not only the crew’s spiritual
advisor, but the one who firefighters go to for
emotional support.

“The chaplain is here to help the members
when they have bumpsin theroad in their life
orwehaveabad call,” Leesaid. “It may bethe
death of amember or the death of achild; those
major events that shake usto the core.”

Lee said Dole was that guy that everyone
would go to.

“When you needed to sit and talk to some-
one or sort things out in your mind, he under-
stood,” hesaid. “ Ted, being one of us, wasthere
with us. He saw it; he was engaged so he could
put things in perspective and sort through the
questioning.”

Lee said it didn’t matter if it was noon, 6
p.m. or 1 am.; Dole was aways available to
firefightersin need.

“Hewas soft-spoken, but told you theway it

as,” he said. “He was down to earth, but
guided you along the way. That's what drew
everyoneto him.”

Jones specifically remembered one fond,
funny memory of Dole from their earlier days
with the fire department, during a social gath-

ering.

“He wanted to try our ‘Hayward Juice,
Jones shared. “It was one that would sneak up
onyou, if you know what | mean.”

Jones recalled Dole had two glasses before
he was out for the day.

“We brought him home in the back of a
pickup truck, rang the bell and ran like hell,”
Joneslaughed. “Hedidn’t drink much Hayward
Juice after that.”

After Doleleft Westchester Congregational,
he and his wife Edi joined Marlborough Con-
gregational Church.

The Rev. Bob Faulhaber at Marlborough
Congregational said the day Dole and hiswife
first walked in to the church, no one knew he
was the retired pastor at Westchester.

“He was very inconspicuous,” Faulhaber
said. “He camein and said ‘hello’ at the door.
He never identified himself as the retired pas-
tor of Westchester Congregational.”

Faulhaber said hefinally figured it out when
he realized Dole had more knowledge of the
faith than any lay person should.

One thing everyone who knew Dole agreed
on isthe legacy he leaves behind. Beyond his
work in the churches and with the fire depart-
ment, Dole was an avid model train enthusiast
and a part-time professional photographer.

“He was the picture-taker,” Lee recalled.
“Very rarely did Ted get into pictures.”

At Marlborough Congregational Church, a
special collection of Dol€e's photographs line
the basement.

Faulhaber said those pictures were the big-
gest gift Dole | eft.

“He could capture things few people could
capture,” Faulhaber said. “It wasn't just lineup
people and take a picture.”

In January, Jones said, Dole hadn’t been do-
ingwell with hisillness. Hereceived acall from
Dolethat he wanted the new Westchester Con-

Ted Dole, also k.n0\./v-n “the Rev,”
passed away Feb. 9 after an illness.

gregational pastor Rev. Ron Thompson to take
his place as chaplain for the fire department.

So the department held asmall ceremony at
Dole's home, with Dole passing his chaplain
badge onto Thompson.

“Through dl of hispain hewasin, he blessed
all of us” Jonessaid. The ceremony “wasatear-
jerker to say the least.”

For Dole’'s memorial service last Saturday,
Feb. 20, Marlborough Congregational covered
the walls of the hall with pictures Dole took
and the church still had hundreds|eft over. Over
300 peoplefilled the hall that day, remember-
ing Dol€e'slife and saying goodbye to the man
that affected so many of them.

Colchester Ambulance Equped Wlth Nevv Technology

by Kaitlyn Schroyer

One Colchester-Hayward Volunteer Fire
Department ambulanceis now equipped witha
new life-saving tool with the addition of anew
L ucas chest compression unit.

The fire department’s administrative assis-
tant Jean Walsh said she happened to come
across the unit advertised in aflyer, and, while
she was researching it, she saw one of the
department’s crews come back fromacall. The
first responders were exhausted; having given
chest compressions and CPR, or cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation, to apatient from the time of
the call to the time the person arrived at the
Marlborough Clinic.

CPRisavital actionto keep aperson’sblood
pumping and ensurethe patient hasapulse once
they reach the hospital. But, deputy fire chief
DonLeesad, CPRisaphysical drain onafirst
responder. He noted he knew someone who
dropped dead of a heart attack soon after giv-
ing CPR simply because of the stress on the
first responder.

“We are susceptible to those things our-
selves,” Lee said of paramedics and heart-re-
lated issues.

That is where the Lucas device comes in.
The device gives continuous chest compres-
sionson the patient experiencing cardiac arrest
and pausesfor theresponder to givetwo breaths.
The device straps onto the patient and staysin
place while the patient is moved.

Walsh said responders need to stop CPR
whiletransporting the patient up or downstairs
on astretcher.

“It’sdifficult to perform thisfunction where
two hands are needed, but oneisneeded to hold
on,” Walsh said.

Also, shesaid, dong with relieving the stress
on thefirst responder, the Lucas makesit easier
for responders once in the ambulance. Walsh
explained responders have difficulty perform-
ing efficient CPR in the back of amoving am-

bulance.

Transportation inthe ambulance can take 10
minutes or longer and because of the physical
exertion, responders haveto switch off in order
tomaintain compressions. If CPR isstopped at
any time, the responders have to start counting
all over again, Colchester first responder Corey
Mosdale said.

Having the machine on the patient al so frees
up the paramedic to perform other tasks such
as administering medication, he said.

The Lucas machine can perform 30 or 100
compressions per minute, depending on the
setting the responder uses. According to the
Lucas website, the device can provide a better
level of consistent compressions of required
depth — and at the proper rate consistent with
the American Heart Association’s CPR/AED
protocols— than humans.

Colchester first responder Kaitlyn Standish
said the device will come in handy during the
day, when thevolunteer department isn't staffed
with as many people. (Standish explained be-
cause of most volunteers work schedules, the
department has more people available at night
than the normal 9-5.)

The device “is helpful when you don’t have
the manpower,” Standish said. To perform CPR
— and for the extended time needed — takes
multiplefirst responders, so they can switch off
aswell asdrive the ambulance.

The need for such adevice, Walsh said, has
grown, since Colchester’s population is ex-
pected to become 30 percent senior citizensin
a few years. Thirty-six percent of the fire
department’scallsalready are heart-related, she
said.

First responders having the knowledge of
CPR will never go away though. Mosdale de-
scribed the ability to perform CPR and chest
compressions as a“ not perishable skill .

“Driving down the road, we don’t have [a

Corey Mosdale, left, and Kaifl)}n Standish, first responders for the Colchester-
Hayward Volunteer Fire Department, demonstrate how to work the Lucas Chest
Compression Unit. The unit isa new addition on one of the ambulances.

Lucas device] inthe car,” Mosdale said, refer-
ring to the need at any moment for afirst re-
sponder to treat someone. “We're not always
going to haveit, but it's a good tool .”

However, the problem with obtaining the unit
was funding. Without the money in the fire
department’s budget, the $15,000 device was
out of reach. Walsh said she reached out to
multiple local foundations inquiring how the
department would go about applying. One, the
Schwartz Family Foundation in Colchester,
immediately sent a check for $5,000. That's

when the effort really began moving.

“It jumped into high gear,” Walsh said. “I
started calling every agency.”

In December, the Board of Selectmen ac-
cepted a$15,000 donation from an anonymous
donor. With that, the device could be purchased
and the excess saved for a second unit for the
department’s other ambulance.

Until that money is raised though, Lee said
the fire department is excited to at least have
the one Lucas— and it’s ready to go whenever
needed.



Portland Residentsto VVote on Property Purchase

by Elizabeth Regan

Eligible votersin Portland will have the op-
portunity to vote on the purchase of a piece of
property on Middle Haddam Road earmarked
as the trailhead for the proposed extension of
theAir Line Trail.

The specia town meeting on March 2 will
ask taxpayers to authorize the purchase of 78
and 82 Middle Haddam Road — known around
town as the Keegan property — for $172,000.
The combined property was appraised at
$160,000, according to areport by Silverstein
Appraisal Servicesreleased earlier thismonth.

The potential sale involves a 21.7 acre par-
cel with 25 feet of road frontage and a 900-
foot, partially-paved roadway opening into the
interior of the property, the appraisal said. A
second parcel isone acre with 188 feet of road
frontage.

The properties are owned by Central Con-
necticut Sand and Gravel LLC of North Ha-
ven, according to assessor’s records. The ap-
praisal report said both propertieswereacquired
from Severino Bovino on May 28, 1999.

The larger property served as a quarrying
operation until afew years ago.

An environmental assessment on the prop-

erty presented to selectmen in January by envi-
ronmental engineer Amy Vaillancourt from
Tighe & Bond did not find any contamination
in the soil. Efforts to secure deep groundwater
samples were not successful despite boring 50
feet into the ground, she said.

The Planning & Zoning Commission voted
amost a year ago to recommend the purchase
in support of the town’s planning goals.

The$172,000 pricetag, including fees, would
be paid through the capital non-recurring fund
and the land preservation fund as well as line
itemsfor legal fees and contingencies.

A licensing agreement with Eversource En-
ergy signed last month cleared the way for the
Air LineTrail Steering Committeeto movefor-
ward on itsrecreational rails-to-trailsinitiative
more than two years in the making. The 2.2
trail will extend from the East Hampton border
near Depot Hill Road and will run close to
Route 66 before branching off to cross Middle
Haddam Road and Breezy Corners Road oniits
way to thetermination point near the Middlesex
YMCA's Camp Ingersoll.

The town has applied for a Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection trail de-

velopment grant for $685,932.

The steering committee’s plan for the new
trail callsfor two inches of gravel and afinal
coat of stone dust.

Air Line Trail Steering Committee member
Rosario“Riz” Rizzo, Jr. said the town has been
notifieditisonthe“shortlist” for funding. The
awards are likely to come out in mid-March,
he said.

The grant comes with a requirement for the
town to match 20 percent of the grant, accord-
ing to First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield. She
said the property purchase would serve as that
match.

In addition to serving a specific purpose as
thetrailhead for the Air Line Trail, Bransfield
said thelarge property is*“ certainly anice con-
tribution to thetown intermsof land that would
be open and available for future generations.”

Theresolution voterswill be asked to approve
specifies that both parcels should be used for
open space.

At ameeting of the Board of Selectmen last
week, Selectman Ben Srb expressed reserva
tions about putting such a restriction on the

smaller property. He said the town takes money
off the grand list every timeit acquires a prop-
erty.
“The front parcel is a one acre approved
building lot and | wouldn’t want my handstied
if we ever needed to sell that oneacrelot,” Srb
said.

Bransfield acknowledged the property does
have potential asabuilding lot, but pointed out
the advantages of having abuffer between pub-
lic and private properties.

“There's often conflict and it's often rel ated
to noise, lights, traffic and other use of land,”
Bransfield said. “ Public and private land: some-
times it's a beautiful marriage and sometimes
it getsalittle rocky.”

The special town meeting is open to all reg-
istered voters and anyone who owns at |east
$1,000 in taxable property in town. Participants
will be able to discuss and amend the resolu-
tion before voting.

The special town meeting will be held
Wednesday, March 2, at 7 p.m. at the Portland
Public Library. A regular Board of Selectmen
meeting will follow.

Carpino to Seek Fourth Term in Portland/Cromwell

by Elizabeth Regan

State Rep. Christie Carpino, R-32, has an-
nounced a bid for her fourth term as the voice
of Portland and Cromwell in the state House of
Representatives.

“My job asthe state representativeisto fight
for the people | represent. | have one specia
interest — making sure | do right by the very
peoplethat sent meto Hartford. It would be an
honor to continue being their voice at the Capi-
tol,” Carpino said in awritten announcement.

Carpino’s focus at the Capitol revolves
around the quality-of-life issues most impor-
tant to the people of Portland and Cromwell.
“Connecticut familieswant an affordable place
to call home. They want asafe community, with
good schools, quality health care services and
stablejobs,” shesaid. “If re-elected to the Gen-
eral Assembly, my focuswill remain the same-
doing theright thing for the people | represent.”

First Selectwoman Susan Bransfield ex-
pressed appreciation for all Carpino has done
for the town so far. She said she works closely
with Carpino to make sure the issues impor-
tant to Portland are addressed in Hartford.

“Christie and | are great partners and we
work together effectively toward the goals of
thetown of Portland and the state of Connecti-

East Hampton

Police News

2/13: John Gaylord, 23, of 72 South Rd.,
Portland, was issued a summons for improper
use of registration, East Hampton Police said.

Pedestrian Injured in
Colchester Hit and Run

State police said a pedestrian was injured
after being hit on Route 149 near Church Street
Feb. 17.

Policesaid theincident occurred at 1:11 p.m.,
when the pedestrian was struck by theright side
mirror of avehicle heading northbound. Police
reported the vehicle continued heading north
on Route 149 without stopping and the pedes-
trian wastransported to the Marlborough Clinic.

cut,” Bransfield said.

Most recently, Bransfield worked with
Carpino on suggested language for a bill pro-
posal that would require the state Department
of Public Hedlth to conduct a compliance re-
view and audit on regional health districts ev-
ery two to three years. The need for consistent
state oversight cameto the fore after aseries of
events involving the Chatham Health District
late last year culminated with the resignation
of embattled Director of Health Thad King and
the withholding of some funding by the state
public health department.

Carpino has also proposed hills this year to
increasetransferability of college creditsto save
students time and money, enhance access to
911, reduce government spending, and promote
the safe rescue of children in dangerous ve-
hicles, according to the press release. She is
also championing measures to increase health
information privacy to better protect all of
Connecticut’s residents.

A member of thelegislature’ sJudiciary com-
mittee and Public Health committee, she also
serves as co-chairman of the Program Review
and Investigations committee. She is the only
state representative from the minority party to

Colchester Police News

2/17: Colchester Police said Charles Scott,
33, of 147 Chestnut Hill Rd., was arrested and
charged with failure to appear. Police said he
was al so charged with sixth-degree larceny on
aseparate warrant.

2/17: State Police said Timothy Westcott, 28,
of 456 Colonel Ledyard Highway, Ledyard, was
arrested and charged with recklessdriving, DUI,
possession of drug paraphernalia, and posses-
sion of narcotics.

2/17: Colchester Police said they are inves-
tigating after an unknown person damaged ap-
proximately 40 feet of a split rail fence on
Middletown Road between Feb. 16 and Feb.
17. Anyone with information can call Officer
Robert L abonte at 860-537-7270.

2/17: State Police said Deane Burkhart, 44,
of 4 Charlton Hill Rd., Hamden, was arrested
and charged with failure to appear.

2/18: State Police said Luis Ramos, 44, of
81 Neck Rd., Old Lyme, was arrested and
charged with failure to appear.

2/20: State Police said Francis Dimaio, 42,
of 26 Woodland Dr., Cromwell, was arrested
and charged with speeding, DUI, and failureto
drive in the proper lane.

co-chair a committee in the Democrat-domi-
nated General Assembly.

Portland Town Clerk Ryan Curley called the
town lucky to have Carpino as its representa-
tive. “We have a true partner on the state level
that we can always count on, whether it is a
local event or helping with Route 66,” Curley
said.

Portland Republican Town Committee Chair-
man Rob Taylor described Carpino asan amaz-
ing asset to the town.

“ She always makes herself available for lo-
cal events and spends a considerable amount
of time working with the community to ensure
the best resultsfor everyone. Christieisby far
the hardest working State Representative this
district hashad in along time,” Taylor said.

Carpino hasreceived the unanimous endorse-
ments of both the Cromwell and Portland Re-
publican town committees.

She won the seat in 2010, after defeating
incumbent Democrat James O’ Rourke. Prior to
serving at the state level, Carpino, an attorney,
served on Cromwell’s Board of Assessment
Appeds, wasthevicechair of the Zoning Board
of Appeals and the vice chair of the Republi-
can Town Committee.

Christie Carpino



Obituaries

Hebron
Andrew Patrick Mulligan

Andrew Patrick Mul-
ligan, “Drew,” 22, of
Hebron, passed away
unexpectedly at home
on Wednesday, Feb. 17.
Born June 15, 1993, in
Philadelphia, Pa., he
was the beloved son of
James and Janine
(Danyluk) Mulligan of
Hebron.

His true passion in
life was found in play-
ing ice hockey. Drew
was currently employed as an electrician for
McGee Electric. Hewill beremembered most for
hisbig heart and caring nature — especially to his
sister and best friend, Karly. He will be greatly
missed.

In addition to his loving parents, he leaves his
sister, Karly A. Mulligan of Hebron, and numer-
ous extended family members and friends.

Drew wasloved by all —especialy thosefriends
who came in to his life because of his hockey
career. One gift that Drew has left for his family
is the friendship of many of those same people,
for which they are eternally grateful.

Thememorial liturgy wascelebrated at 11 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 23, at the Church of the Holy Fam-
ily, 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron. The fam-
ily received guests at the church starting at 9 am.
until the time of the service. Burial was private.

Inlieu of flowers, donation in hismemory may
be made to the Boston University CTE Center
(bu.edu/cte/financial -support) to help support re-
search toward concussions and other traumatic
brain injuries.

Careof arrangements has been entrusted to the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester.
For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Colchester
Amber Winder

Amber (Menard) Winder, 32, of Salem, for-
merly of Colchester, P~
passed away peacefully
at her home Tuesday,
Feb. 9, after a long,
hard-fought battle with
cancer.

Born May 14, 1983,
toWillard Olmstead and
Suzanne Menard, Am-
ber alwaysstrived to be-
come agreat successin
everything she did. She
attended school while
she was a bus driver to
gain certificationsin the dental and clerical fields
and began her search for her latest job where all
her skillswere key, and quickly found her career,
reaching great heights.

In 2008, Amber married her longtime soulmate
John W. Winder and began raising his two chil-
dren, Taylor A. Winder and John M. Winder, as
her own. Amber and John were blessed with a
third child, Kaleb J. Winder, in 2011 and bought
their first home that same year. Amber and John,
being outdoor enthusiasts, started asmall farm at
their home and spent much of their time tending
animalsand catering to agrowing business. Other
interests included camping, hunting, fishing and
hiking.

Amber issurvived by husbhand John; three chil-
dren, Taylor, John and Kaleb; parentsWillard and
Suzanne; stepfather Jerry Talavera; siblings Ja-
son and Jasmine Menard; and numerous extended
family members.

Amber’sstrength, courage and tenacity will be
forever remembered and cherished.

A memorial will be held at her homein Salem
in the spring with a date to be announced.

Any donations can be sent directly to the fam-
ily home at 599 Old Colchester Road, Salem, CT
06420.

Colchester
Michad Kincade

Michael Kincade, 55, aresident of The Caring
Community of Connecticut, passed away Mon-
day, Feb. 8, at Lawrence + Memorial Hospital,
New London.

A memoria servicewas held Tuesday, Feb. 23,
at the Thomas L. Neilan & Sons Funeral Home,
12 Ocean Ave., New London. Interment was pri-
vate. There were no calling hours.

East Hampton
Rene L. Smith

RenelL. Smith, 87, of
East Hampton, beloved

e s

Y "

husband of 65 years to

Gloria (Hickox) Smith, !

died peacefully Satur- | ?|

day, Feb. 20, at Cobalt ¥ s e ,‘ﬂ
e

Lodge Health Care.
Born Sept. 3, 1928, in

Westbrook, Maine, he piEs ™
was the son of the late

Ernest and Lena

(Breault) Smith. ‘

Rene served hiscoun-
try inthe U.S. Navy for
five years and then worked as an aircraft sheet
metal worker, retiring from Projects Inc. in
Glastonbury.

Rene sang in the Middletown Choral and was
an avid gardener selling his blueberries at the
Portland Farmers Market. He was a member of
the Belltown Council Knightsof Columbus. Rene
and Glorialoved to travel and camp.

Besides hisloving wife Gloria, he is survived
by hissons, Glenn Smith of East Hartford, L ester
Smith of New York City; three daughters, Nancy
Trask and husband Kenneth of North Carolina,
Barbara Novotasky and companion Rick Biondi
of East Hampton, Paula Dagesse and husband
Steve of Florida; sister, Gloria Smith of Arizong;
six grandchildren, Stephen, Stacey, Rachel,
Marissa, Krista, Kayla; and five great-grandchil-
dren.

Friends called at the Spencer Funeral Home,
112 Main St., East Hampton, Thursday, Feb. 25.
A funera liturgy will be celebrated today, Feb.
26, at 11 am., in St. Patrick Church, East Hamp-
ton. Burial will be private at the convenience of
the family.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to St. Patrick Church Repair Fund, P.O.
Box 177, East Hampton, CT 06424.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Hebron

Donald Lack

Donald Lack, 83, of Hebron, formerly of
Marlborough, passed away peacefully Tuesday,
Feb. 23, at Middlesex Hospital. Born Feb. 3, 1933,
in New Britain, he was the son of the late Fred
and Olga (Tynik) Lack.

Mr. Lack began his career as a pharmacist,
owning and operating his own pharmacy in New
Britain. He was also alongtime teacher at Smith
Elementary School in New Britain. Donald and
his wife Nancy raised their family at their home
in Marlborough where they resided for 48 years
before moving to Hebron after his retirement.

Mr. Lack was very active in the Marlborough
community as amember of the Lions Club, Gar-
den Club and served on the Board of Finance.

He leaves his wife of 61 years, Nancy (Bow-
ers) Lack; two children and their spouses, Ken-
neth and Jeri Lack of Grants Pass, Ore., and
Cherie and Ken Chao of Arvada, Colo.; four
grandchildren, Jayna and Kelsey Lack, Lindsey
Chao Schaffer and Victoria Chao; and numerous
extended family members and friends.

Hewas predeceased by two siblings, Ruth Root
and William Lack in addition to his parents.

A celebration of hislifewill beheld at Loveland
Hills Community Clubhouse in Hebron Sunday,
Feb. 28, from 1-4 p.m.

Inlieu of flowers, donationsin hismemory may
be made to the Lions Club of Marlborough or to
Planned Parenthood A ssociation of Southern New
England.

Care of arrangements has been entrusted to the
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colchester.
For online condolences, visit auroramccarthy
funeralhome.com.

Colchester
Everett J. Clark

Mr. Everett J. Clark, 86, of Altoona, Fla., passed
away Sunday, Feb. 21. He was born in Middle-
town, wasraised in Colchester and raised hisfam-
ily in Hebron. In 1994, he and his wife retired
and moved to central Florida.

He was a member of St. Mary of the Lakes
Catholic Church. He was also a life member of
the Lion’s Club International and was a member
of Knights of Columbus. He worked in lumber
manufacturing.

Survivors include his daughters: Shelley
Grendzinski, Denise (Thomas) O’ Neill, Cathleen
(Peter) Monaco, Mary Ellen (Charles) Lewan-
doski; sisters: Evelyn Turner, Mary Lu Wall; 10
grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren.

He was predeceased by hiswife: Farrie Clark,
and hisdaughters: Linda Clark and Laurel Magill.

Beyers Funera Home in Umatilla, Fla, isin
charge of the arrangements. Online condolences
may be made at beyersfuneralhome.com.

Andover

Thomas Ursin

Thomas*“Tommy” Ursin, 67, of East Hartford,
formerly of Andover, loving husband of over 34
years to Deborah (Rocco) Ursin, passed away
peacefully Friday, Feb. 19.

Bornin Rockville, the son of Ellen UrsinVarca
of Bolton, and the late Elton E. Ursin, he grew up
in Andover fishing and hunting along Burnap
Brook and lived in Berlin and New Britain before
moving to East Hartford 30 years ago. Hewas a
graduate of RHAM High School and Central
Connecticut State University. Tom owned and
operated Ursin’s Professional Painting for over
15 years, with his meticulous attention to detail
earning him the reputation of the best painter
around from his devoted customers.

Hewas acommunicant of St. Francisof Assisi
Church in South Windsor. Tom was a true lover
of nature and enjoyed being outdoors; fishing,
camping, and exploring his surroundings, and
could spot ahawk, adeer, or aturkey fromamile
away. Hewasamember of the Rhode |land Mobil
Sportfishermen Club, where he enjoyed spend-
ing time with friends and surf casting from the
beach. Tom also spent many seasons coaching
girls' softball in East Hartford, as well as many
weekends golfing and playing cardswith hiswife
and their friends. He was a true and dedicated
friend to all who had the pleasure of knowing him.

In addition to his wife and his mother, he is
survived by hisbeloved children, McKenzie Mo-
naco and her husband, Michael, of Glastonbury,
Marc Ursin and hiswife, Joni, of Manchester, and
Matthew Ursin of Portland, Ore.; three grandchil-
dren, Griffin, Cassidy, and Giselle Ursin; three
sisters, Kathryn Cioffi and her husband,
Raymond, of Cromwell, Virginia Hunter of
Andover, and Laure Ursin of Bolton; a stepsister,
PaulaVarcaof Vernon; his mother-in-law, Angela
Rocco of Rocky Hill; three brothers-in-law, who
fondly referred to him asthe “gentle giant,” Mark
Rocco of New Britain, Santo Rocco and hiswife,
Susan, and Matthew Rocco, all of Rocky Hill; a
sister-in-law, Leonora Johnson and her husband,
Blake, of Bloomfield; and several nieces.

Thefamily wishesto expresstheir loving grati-
tude to Tom’s sister, Laure; his uncle, Wolfgang
and hiswife, Paula.

His family received friends for memorial call-
ing hours Thursday, Feb. 25, from 4 to 8 p.m. at
Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home, 419 Buckland
Road, South Windsor.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated
today, Feb. 26, at 11 am. directly a St. Francis
of Assisi Church, 673 Ellington Rd., South
Windsor. Interment will be private and at the con-
venience of hisfamily.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial donations may be
made payable to RIMS, reference Tom Ursin
Scholarship Fund, c/o Ted Davison, 325 Woody
Hill Road, Westerly, RI, 02891.

For online condolences and a guestbook, visit
carmonfuneralhome.com.

We know Bobby Z. and Johnny T. were there
to greet you at the pearly gates.

Colchester

David Partnoy Hurovitz

David Partnoy Hurovitz, 82, died Wednesday,
Feb. 17. Born in Toronto, Canada, July 24, 1933,
to mother Fanny Partnoy Hurovitz and father
Harry Hurovitz, he moved to Moodus, Connecti-
cut in 1948.

He graduated high school, did atwo-year hitch
in the Army, followed by a short stint in college.
He grew up in Moodus, then Hartford. He lived
hislifein Colchester and Glastonbury and moved
to Boynton Beach, Fla.,, in 2008.

He was father to Craig Shawn Hurovitz and
DanaHoly Hurovitz, who died in December 1999.
He was the proud grandfather of Benjamin Lee
Hurovitz and father-in-law to Mitze Lee Hurovitz.
He was the husband of Michelle Edwina Yush
Hurovitz for 59 years, until her death in Novem-
ber 2015.

David was predeceased by his half-brother
Robert Partnoy of Canadaand step brother, Louis
Mager of Connecticut.

David was aways a hard worker and most of
hislife hewas self-employed in the restaurant and
cabaret fields.

His funeral service was held Sunday, Feb. 21,
at Congregation Kol Haverim, 1079 HebronAve.,
Glastonbury. Buria followed at the Hartford
Mutual Society Cemetery in East Granby.

Contributionsin David’'s memory may be made
to The American Diabetes Association, The
American Heart Association or to Congregation
Kol Haverim.

Carmon Windsor Funeral Home has care of the
arrangements. For online condolences, visit
carmonfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Josephine Premo

Josephine Premo, 83, wife of Charles E.
Premo, passed away Saturday, Feb. 20, at Midstate
Medical Center, surrounded by her family. Born
in Meriden March 20, 1932, to the late Margaret
and Joseph Dziodzio, she had resided in Meriden
until moving to Colchester 27 years ago.

Mrs. Premo was aparishioner of St. Stanislaus
Church and attended St. Stanislaus School,
Meriden High School and Laurel Business
School. Shewasemployed by W.T. Grants, Times
Wire and Cable and Catholic Family Services.

Jo enjoyed traveling the New England coast;
Maine being her favorite destination for lobster
stew. She also was an avid fan of the UConn
women's basketbal| team.

Josephine is survived by her husband of 60
years, Charles E. Premo; her son Keith Premo
and hiswife Laura, of Tomball, Texas; her daugh-
ter, Deborah Gawel and her husband Robert. She
isalso survived by her four grandchildren, Keith
Premo Il (Haley) of Georgia, Lexi Patterson
(Alonzo) of Texas, Matthew Gawel of Maineand
Becky Gawel and two great-grandchildren,
Charlie and Greta Premo.

The funeral was held Thursday, Feb. 25, from
the John J. Ferry & Sons Funeral Home, 88 E.
Main St., Meriden, CT 06450 and later that morn-
ing at St. Stanislaus Church, Meriden, for aMass
of Christian Burial. Buria wasin St. Stanislaus
Cemetery, Meriden. Relatives and friends called
at the funeral home Wednesday, Feb. 24.

For online condolences and directions, visit

jferryfh.com.

Marlborough
Roseann Vivian Nowsch

Roseann Vivian Nowsch of Westbrook, for-
merly of Marlborough, died Monday, Feb. 15, in
Middletown, after abrief illness. She was 86.

Roseann was born June 15, 1929, in Hartford
and spent her childhood in Glastonbury. She was
the daughter of Sadie (“Sabita” Christiana) and
Andrew Forghetti. She was affectionately known
as “Sister” to her siblings: her brother, Anthony
Forghetti of South Windsor, and her two sisters,
the late Micheline (Forghetti) Sherriffs of South
Windsor and Angela (Forghetti) Prasser of East
Hartford.

Roseann graduated from Glastonbury High
School in 1947. On Valentine's Day 1948 she
married the late George Eugene Nowsch at the
Marlborough Congregational Church. Roseann
and George met while she was working at the
sodafountain of Franklin’s Drug Storein Glaston-
bury. They built ahouse and lived for many years
in Marlborough before eventually moving near
the ocean, which Roseann loved, in Clinton and
then Westbrook.

Roseann retired from the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Motor Vehiclesin 1995 after many years
of service. She was a longtime member of the
Women of the Moose in Willimantic and
Marlborough and loved animal's, gardening, read-
ing, knitting and watching Castleon TV.

She is survived by her four children, Susan
Lowrey and her husband Robert of Glastonbury;
Norma Bromley and her hushand Ronald of Ver-
mont; Heidi Leone of California and George
Nowsch Jr. of Michigan. Roseann’sgrandchildren
are Robert Lowrey Jr. of Colorado; Gregory
Lowrey of Marlborough; William Bromley of
Colchester; Tyler Bromley of Westchester;
Alexandra Leone of California; Peter Leone, US
Navy, stationed in Virginia; Preston Nowsch and
Nathan Nowsch of Michigan. She also has three
great-grandchildren, Harper Lee Lowrey of Colo-
rado; Jonah Lowrey and Elias Lowrey of
Marlborough. Roseann also has many, many
nieces and a few nephews; many cousins and
wonderful friends and neighbors.

A memoria service is being planned for the
spring and interment will be at Veterans Ceme-
tery, Middletown. Arrangements are being
handled by D’Angelo Funeral Home in
Middletown.

Memorial donations may be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis TN or
Sabita's Rescue Fund at The Hartford Veterinary
Hospital, 2300 Berlin Tpke., Newington, CT
06111.



Obituaries continued

Portland

Dorothy Lawton Whitman

Dorothy Lawton Whitman, 84, of Chaplin,
beloved wifeto Leonard A. Whitman of 35 years,
passed away peacefully Sunday, Feb. 21. Shewas
the daughter of the late Raymond and Ruth
(Boomhower) Lawton.

Dorothy lived in Portland most of her life and
in later years spent many wonderful winters in
Silver Springs, Fla., before returning full-time to
Chaplin.

Dorothy’s pride and joy was her family. An
exceptional mother, grandmother, and great
grandmother, she will be dearly missed by her
five children: Janet Glazebrook and her husband
David, Jaycee Clark and his wife Patty, Judi
Pawlowski and her husband Mitch, Jacki Charest
and her husband Colin, and Jennifer Kelaher and
her husband Jim and a very special niece Casey
Kaiser. Shealsoleavesbehind nine grandchildren:
Jonathon Glazebrook and hiswife Desi, Brittany
Leet and her husband Mitchell, Benjamin
Glazebrook, Caitlin McNamara and her husband
Pat, Brent Clark and his fiance Jessica, Chris
Charest, Brianna Unsworth, Natalie Clark, and
Sierra Unsworth. Dorothy had five great-grand-
childrenthat werethelight of her life: Connor and
Kieran Glazebrook, Levi and Logan L eet, and Emi
McNamara. She is also survived by her sister,
Eleanor Kaiser, and many nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by her brother, Henry
Lawton.

After raising her five children with her first
husband, John E. Clark, Dorothy and Leonard
began their married life together June 6, 1981.
They spent many enjoyable years traveling the
country, making lifelong friends wherever they
went. Dorothy was a50-plus-year member of Beta
Sigma Phi and a past Grand Worthy Matron.

Throughout the years, Dorothy remembered
every hirthday, anniversary, and occasion for ev-
ery person in her world and acknowledged each
with a card or a phone call. As her family was
growing, Dorothy was active as Den mother,
Brownieleader, Girl Scout leader, PTA chairman,
DeMolay Boysleader, Rainbow Girlsleader, and
any other activity that supported her children.
When grandchildren arrived, Dorothy lived for
family gatherings and special occasions.

Dorothy’s family will receive relatives and
friends today, Feb. 26, at Potter Funeral Home,
456 Jackson St., (Route 195), Willimantic, from
1-2 p.m., with her memorial service beginning at
2p.m. Buria will be privately held at alater date.

In lieu of flowers, contributionsin memory of
Dorothy may be madeto the Chaplin Senior Cen-
ter, 132 Chaplin Street, Chaplin, CT 06235.

For an online memorial guestbook, visit
potterfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Beverly Popowich

Beverly Popowich,
82, of Colchester, was
lifted into the arms of
Jesus, her merciful
Savior on Tuesday,
Feb. 23, at Lawrence &
Memorial Hospital in
New London.

She was born on
July 14, 1933 in Glas-
tonbury to the late | A
Irene (Strickland) [ ) {T
Johnson and Henry AF B
Higgins. Her beloved husband Walter prede-
ceased her in 2012.

Left to cherish her memory are her sons,
Martin and wife Jane Zibuda, Brian and wife
AndreaZibuda; daughters, Doreen and husband
Jeffrey Janssen and Diane Jordan; grandchil-
dren, Rachel Janssen, Matthew Przybyl, Jenni-
fer and husband, Andrew Johnston, Joshuaand
wife, Brooke Currie, Marjorie Jordan and
Adam, Andrew, Megan and Ava Zibuda; great-
grandchildren, Clara, Sofia, Phoebe, Manny,
Matthew, Summer, Rebekah, and Owen; sis-
ters Donna Selleck and her husband George,
Bonnie Johnson; brother Lee and hiswifeAnn
Johnson; and many dear extended family mem-
bers and cherished friends.

She was predeceased by her brothers,
Glendon Higgins and Harold Johnson; sisters,
Madeline Varni, Zelda Nowsch, Gail Billings,
and BarbaraO’' Meara; her sister-in-laws, Doris
Popowich and FrancesVarnish; and her beloved
daughter-in-law, Helen Zibuda.

To know Beverly wasto know awoman filled
with deep and abiding faith in God.

Beverly Higgins-Popowich attended M ohe-
gan Community College and earned a degree
in the arts and sciences. One of her greatest
achievements was being chosen 1994 Ms. Se-
nior Connecticut. She was named “Most I nspi-
rational” by her fellow contestants. She spent
theyear touring the state as a good-will ambas-
sador. In her spare time, she also became a cer-
tified clown and loved entertaining at children’s
birthday parties and health care centers.

The Washington Apple Commission in
Wenatchee, Wash., chose her as a finalist out
of 8,000 entrants for the Granny Smith apple
contest.

Beverly joined the East Haddam writers'
group and pursued her love of writing. Beverly
al so spent time as avolunteer in the “Why Not
Read Program.” She helped start the Writer's
Group, “The Rough Writers” at the Cragin
Memoria Library in Colchester. She worked
astown secretary of Colchester and Columbia
for several years and was devoted to her family
and always reached out to those in need.

A few of Beverly’sfavoritethingswere hold-
ing her husband’s hand, being near the ocean,
having “sister dates’, and enjoying her family,
especially her grandchildren.

Friends may call from 2-5 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
28, at theAurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167
Old Hartford Road, Colchester. Funeral ser-
vicesare at 11 am. Monday, Feb. 29, directly
at the Marlborough Congregational Church lo-
cated at 35 So. Main Street. Burial in the
Marlboro Cemetery will be private.

Those who wish may make adonation to the
church or The Mitchell Farm Equine Retire-
ment Sanctuary, 300 East Haddam Rd., Salem,
CT 06420.

For online condolences, visit aurora

mccarthyfuneralhome.com.

From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

“We'rejust going to have to cometo terms
with it. He might just be the nominee.”

Thosewerethewordsof Trent L ott, former
Republican Senate majority leader under
GeorgeW. Bush, during arecent visit to Capi-
tol Hill. The“he” was The Donald — and af-
ter last Saturday, Lott just might be right.

Trump, asweall know, won handily inthe
Republican primary in South Carolina Satur-
day night. And the victory officialy van-
quished the candidacy of Jeb Bush, the man
who less than ayear ago seemed all but cer-
tainto bethe Republicans’ nomineefor presi-
dent.

But along came Trump — and his blustery
words of hate and idiocy seemed to capture
the nation. Or at least a part of it. Enough of
it to send Bush’s White House dreams
cratering off acliff, anyway.

What did Bushin?1’m not sure. It could’'ve
been the name; if the success of Donald
Trump has made anything clear, it'sthat Re-
publicans seem to be sick of the status quo.
And having a third Bush president just may
have not seemed that appealing. As Stephen
Colbert put it Monday night: “He had all the
advantages of name recognition, but was
saddled with the burden of namerecognition.”

| think alot of people perceived Bush as
really kind of bland, particularly when com-
pared to Trump, who delighted in bullying
Bush with the very best in middle school in-
sults. Toward the end of his campaign, Bush
decided to lower himself to Trump's level,
calling him anidiot and ajerk, but it dways
rang false. Bush seemed too inoffensive and
polite to really be believing in what he said.

But, whatever the reason, Bush lost last
Saturday — quite badly in fact. He came in
fourth, failing to collect even 10 percent of
the vote, so he held a press conference and
wrapped up hiscampaign. (Well, “ suspended”
it; | love how politicians aways “suspend”
their campaigns— like they’re going to come
back to them later. It reminds me of how low-
rated TV shows are rarely canceled; instead,
they’re put “on hiatus.”)

Anyway, back to Trump.

I’ve maintained for months | don’t think
Trump can win the general election in No-
vember. And | still think that’strue. Because
there are still so many people running —even
with Bush out of the way, there are still five
candidates in that race — Trump is winning
these primarieswithout overly huge numbers.
Likel said earlier, he handily won the South
Carolinaprimary Saturday — but collected just
32.5 percent of thetotal votes cast. That’snot
even half the voters in his own party. How
can he be expected to win the general elec-
tion? | suppose you can argue that, as more
candidates fall away, more might turn to
Trump.....but that’shardly agiven. How many
Jeb supporterswill say “Donald Trump, he's
our man”?

Now, while | still don’t think he'll winin
November, the Republican nomination may
beadifferent story. And | can’t really believe
I’m saying that. Things can change, but for
now, Trump seems pretty unstoppable.

The New York Times had an interesting
story after Saturday’s results suggesting Re-
publicans perhaps have only themselves to
blame for Trump’s meteoric rise; they took
The Donad’s candidacy about as seriously
asthe rest of us—which isto say, not at all.

During the campaign, the Times reported,
those so-called Republican “superPACSs’
spent a whopping $215 million. Of that
amount, just $9.2 million—or 4 percent —was
spent on attacking Trump.

And even as they stared up at him in the
polls, the candidates seemed reluctant to go
after Trump — opting to criticize each other
instead. The Timesquoted Stuart Stevens, the
chief strategist for Mitt Romney’s2012 presi-
dential campaign, as saying, “It’s crazy that
nobody elseistrying to win except Trump.”

Stevens singled out Marco Rubio in particu-
lar: “Rubio is not going after the person who
iswinning. I've never seen a campaign that
seems as satisfied to not go after the leader.”

I’m guessing the Republicans—again, like
most of us—felt Donald Trump would even-
tually go away. But he hasn’t. Andit’ll bein-
teresting to seeif the GOP has any moves up
itssleeve to stop Trump from the nomination
that, for the moment, appears may very well
be his.

* % %

Speaking of politics, | got a little bit of
brushback thisweek for bashing the Republi-
cans for saying they wouldn’t even vote on a
Supreme Court nominee President Obama put
forward, whereas in 2007 Sen. Chuck
Schumer, aDemocrat, did the same thing re-
garding any nominees President Bush put for-
ward, and | didn’t say aword back then.

Beyond the fact that | didn’t have my col-
umn in 2007 (I was editing the paper then,
but | didn’t start writing a column until Au-
gust 2008; my very first column, by the way,
touched on baseball, Jeopardy! and food. The
more things change....), there are a couple of
problemswith that. First, asnear as| can tell
from my research, Schumer acted alone; no
other Democrat senators made similar state-
ments. Whereas this year multiple Republi-
can senators — including the Senate’s major-
ity leader, Mitch McConnell —have said they
won't vote on Obama’s nominee.

Secondly, what Schumer said in 2007 was
that Senate should not confirm another U.S.
Supreme Court nominee under Bush “except
in extraordinary circumstances.” He said the
Senate “should reverse the presumption of
confirmation,” adding that he felt he and his
colleagues were “ hoodwinked” by two other
Bush nominees for the Court, John Roberts
and Samuel Alito, who Democratsfelt moved
too quickly to overturn legal precedents after
they were confirmed and installed.

But it's important to note Schumer never
came right out and said the Senate shouldn’t
even vote on the nominee. This seemslike a
small distinction but it really is not. Because
that's what draws my ire the most. The Re-
publicans won't even hold a vote. On Tues-
day, they reiterated this childish stance. No
vote. No confirmation hearings. Not even a
courtesy meeting with whomever Obama
nominates.

Look, if you want to reject the nominee,
reject thenominee. (That’swhy | hope Obama
nominates amoderate Democrat who'sdrawn
bipartisan support in the past — make it more
difficult for the Senate to justifiably balk at
him or her.) But to not even hold avote—and
to not even have afreaking courtesy meeting
with the person —is almost unheard of in its
childishness and pettiness.

Of course, to hear McConnell talk, it's all
that nasty Obama’s fault. He's forcing them
to act thisway —all by doing his presidential
duty.

Obama, McConnell said Tuesday, “ hasev-
ery right to nominate someone. Evenif doing
so will inevitably plunge our nation into an-
other bitter and avoidable struggle, that ishis
right. Even if he never expects that nominee
to actually be confirmed but rather to wield
as an electoral cudgel, that is hisright.”

And I'm sure McConnell and his col-
leagues will have absolutely nothing to do
with making this “another bitter and avoid-
able struggle,” or with wielding Obama’s
nominee as an “electoral cudgel,” right? 'l
all be Obama’s doing.

The whole thing is equal parts sickening
and infuriating. Of the 54 Republicansin the
Senate, 24 are up for re-election thisyear. As
| said last week, | hope Americans remember
in November.

* % %

See you next week.



