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n and Erin Peng of Marlborough,
both seniors at RHAM High School and both members of the RHAM Unified
Basketball Team, each received The Mike Savage Teammate Awar d of Excellence
at the CIAC Unified Sports Awards Ceremony, held at the Aqua Turf Club on
April 30. Pictured from left are Coach Linda Thurber-Lund, Alexa Massey, Erin
Peng and Assistant Coach Deb Hunter.

Historic House
Hangsin Limbo

by Allison Lazur

The Coggshell-Robinson House, located at
43 Broadway St. in Colchester, in anationally-
registered historic district, tellsthe story of ne-
gotiations, stateinvolvement, lack of fundsand
uncertain ownership that has |eft the property
gutted and on the brink of destruction.

The house sits on 3.63 acres in the town's
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone, out of the
jurisdiction of the Historic District Commis-
sion, but subject to local zoning regulationsand
state laws that protect those on the National
Register of Historic Places.

Andthe Colchester Historical Society isalso
looking to save the house.

A petition started March 23 collected over
300 signatures in a month to save the historic
structure, historical society President Gigi
Liverant said.

Over the past several months, windows,
mechanical and el ectrical elementsand the plas-
ter have been removed from the house, some
of which can be seenin afilled dumpster inthe
rear of the property.

Property owner Jamie Noel —who also owns
theabutting Noel’sMarket parcel —said hisplan
isto disassemble and eventually reassemblethe
house once an interested buyer comesforward.

Noel was unsuccessful in locating a buyer
who would be interested in moving and reha-
bilitating the house.

He told the Rivereast last week he has “ex-
hausted the options” and has “tried to do all
theright steps’ in the name of preservation.

Noel purchased the property in 2016 for

$520,000.

He said last week “it was never, ever, ever
my plan to demolish the house,” despite apply-
ing for ademolition permit last November.

Notice of intent to demolish the 43 Broad-
way St. property ran in the Rivereast on Dec.
21.

Noel said he applied for the permit because
he was informed by the town it was necessary
for any structural disassembly.

The permit has not yet been issued because
of pending environmental evaluations, accord-
ing to Daphne Schaub, the town’s zoning en-
forcement officer, blight enforcement officer
and assistant planner.

According to the Connecticut Trust for His-
toric Preservation, Colchester is subject to a90-
day demolition delay ordinance which requires
a 90-day waiting period from when the demo-
lition permit is pulled before a historic prop-
erty can be demolished.

First Selectmen Art Shilosky said no demo-
lition permit is needed for the disassembly of a
house.

Other initial possibilities included moving
the houseto either thelot | ocated behind Noel’s
Market or the property across from Harry’s
Place owned by Bruce and Ronald Goldstein,
Noel said.

The cost, according to Noel, was estimated
to be approximately $70,000 for the move.

The Goldsteinsultimately decided they were
not interested in the idea of moving the house

See Historic House page 2

Andover Town Administrator Resigns

by Sloan Brewster

Less than two years into the position,
Andover Town Administrator Joseph Higgins
handed in his resignation Monday — about a
week and ahalf after an elected official warned
a“day of reckoning” was coming for Higgins.

Asper hisemployment agreement, Higgins
provided 30 days' notice, meaning hislast day
in officewill be Thursday, June 6. In his brief
resignation letter, addressed to First Select-
man Robert Burbank, Higgins extended his
appreciation for the opportunity to work for
the town.

“1 look to make this transition smooth and
hope to be as accommodating as possible,” he
wrote. “Let me know if there is anything fur-
ther we can do to ensure the best transition for
Andover.”

Inaphonecall Tuesday, Higginsrevealed he
did not have a future job lined up, and said,
“I'm just going to take some time off in the
immediate future,” he said.

Higgins said “a number of factors’ had in-
fluenced hisdecisiontoresign, and that hesim-

ply felt “it would be best.”

When asked pointedly if grilling from select-
men about putting out requests for proposals
(RFPs) for roadwork or athreat that a“day of
reckoning” was coming had an impact on his
decision, he repeated the same answer.

The “reckoning” comment was made by
Board of Finance acting chairman and then-first
selectman candidate Adrian Mandeville in a
phone call to the Rivereast following an April
23 Board of Finance meeting.

“This guy’s getting paid $87,000 a year for
not doing hisjob,” Mandeville said. “The day
of reckoning is coming.”

Andover Treasurer Barbara Griffin confirmed
thisweek Higgins' saary isactually $85,000.

Mandeville later said he was referring to
multiple issues in his accusation that Higgins
was not doing his job, but said his main con-
cern was that Higgins was allegedly not issu-
ing proper RFPs, or getting sealed bids from
contractors for roadwork projects for the Pub-
lic Works Department.

Mandevillewasalso visibly frustrated at the
April 23 meeting after Higgins departed the
meeting midway through, without telling any-
one he was leaving.

Newly-elected First Selectman Jeff Maguire
—who has said he agreed with Mandeville about
the RFP process —told the Rivereast thisweek
he would not comment further about Higgins'
performance.

“1 just want to thank Joe for his service and
wish him the best,” he said.

Maguire said the Board of Selectmen will
take on the task of hiring anew town adminis-
trator and that he hopesit isquicker thanit was
in 2017, when Higgins was hired.

“Thelast processtook threemonths,” hesaid.

But Maguire emphasized the selectmen will
“hire the best person for the job,” he said.

Burbank had run the town for 12 years be-
fore voters, at a 2016 referendum, approved
changing thetown charter to hire aprofessional
town administrator to take over those duties.
Higgins began work the following June.

Burbank said thisweek Higginsdid not have
any experience running a town when he was
given the position and that the job can be “a
little overwhelming.”

The fact that it's a small town with a small
staff makes it even more challenging, as the
person on top must wear many hatsand do sev-
eral different jobs, Burbank said.

“And the Board of Selectmen didn't see fit
to keep me on and even train him so he had a
lot to learn under extraordinarily difficult cir-
cumstances,” hesaid. “I can’t say for sure that
that'swhy he'sleaving, but I’ll say that he had
avery difficult board to deal with. They were
always on his back. You do what you can be-
ing a one-man operation basically running a
town.”

Burbank said the board “nitpicked” with
Higgins about “minute things,” and that it had
to be “frustrating” for him.

“1 think it was a very difficult situation for
him and something hefelt he probably couldn’t
work under,” Burbank said.
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The Coggshell-Robinson House which sits at 43 Broadway St. in Colchester is part of the local historic district’s overlay zone. The house is also part of a nationally-

registered historic district and has been a point of interest of historical society memberswho fear the future of the home. The house has been gutted over the past several
monthsin effortsto disassemble and reassemble the home elsewhere when and if an interested buyer islocated. Pictured isthe house before being gutted and, at right, asit

looksin itscurrent state.

Historic House cont. from Front Page
to their property, Noel said.

When asked why by the Rivereast, Ronald
Goldstein cited the “economics of moving the
house” and “the market generally,” adding “it's
not because | don’'t want to seethe house saved.”

Goldstein said he never agreed to move the
house to his property, that it was simply an
“idea,” and specific planswere never outlined.

An informal meeting on the Coggshell-
Robinson House occurred about a year and a
half ago between Jamie Noel, Ronald
Goldstein, local historian Arthur Liverant and
arepresentative from the Connecticut Trust for
Historic Preservation.

The representative from the non-profit
deemed the house “saveable” and with “good
features,” recalled Goldstein.

Noel reiterated thisweek he believeshetook
all theright steps to try and save the building,
even offering to pay for the house to be moved
and giving away the house for free.

But First Selectman Art Shilosky said last
week the plan to move the house only came
after heinformed Noel and hisfather they could
not demolish the building.

Shilosky said shortly after he took office as
first selectmanin 2017, Noel and hisfather ap-
proached him to ask if they could “tear down
the old white house.”

Shilosky said he told them they could only
demolishitif it's not a historic building.

“That's when the plan came to move the
house,” Shilosky said.

Noel maintained this week that demolition
is a“last resort” and was never in the initial
plans.

Members of the Colchester Historical Soci-
ety expressed concerns over the future of the
house.

Gigi Liverant said the current, partial disas-
sembly of the house has madeit even more dif-
ficult to find an interested buyer.

“By the town alowing it to be dismantled
without taking a demolition permit it was
stripped down to the point where no one can
see the value in it, so there’'s no financial in-
centive to saveit,” she said.

State demolition code defines demolition as

“any wrecking activity directed to the disassem-
bling, dismantling, dismembering and/or raz-
ing of any structure or part thereof not exempted
under the provisions of section 29-402 (c) of
the Connecticut General Statutes.”

Statutes outline one of the exemptionsas“a
person who is engaged in the disassembly,
transportation and reconstruction of historic
buildingsfor historical purposes...”

But despite missing plaster and molding,
Liverant said of the house, “ She's not useless.
There's still alot of use in that house, there's
still alot of beauty to that house. There'sstill a
lot left in that house but most people will look
atitand say ‘Ohit'sagoner.”’

She said the historical society would like to
see the house saved, but does not have the fi-
nances to do so.

At this point, Liverant said the “best case
scenario” would be“ adaptive reuse of the prop-
erty,” which would include a commercial de-
veloper who would “save the exterior to its
glory” and update the inside.

“Realistically if a commercial developer
wereto comeaong and turnit into an adaptive
reuse property, they’re going to take the plaster
out anyway,” she said. “The current status of
the houseis not adetriment, but the state when
it comesto ‘historic preservation’ doesn’t like
the current status of the house.”

Liverant cited Liberty Bank and Broadway
Wine and Spirits as examples of adaptive reuse.

“Therearenumerous buildingsin Colchester
that have been adaptively reused and they are
an asset to the town,” she said.

James McNair, director of development and
marketing for the historical society, said,
“clearly the owner wants it moved for what-
ever reason.” Hesaid if the objectiveisto save
the house, an option that involves satisfying all
parties concerned would be the best case sce-
nario.

The Coggshell-Robinson House is a “fine
local example of late 18th century architectural
design with interior wood features believed to
be the work of local 18th century craftsman
Issac Finch,” according to the historical
society’swebsite.

Input from the State

State Historic Preservation Council member
Margaret Faber stated in an email to the
Rivereast last week the house falls under
Connecticut’s Environmental Protection Act
(CEPA) and is subject to protection.

State statute allows any party to bring acase
before the historic preservation council for “un-
reasonable destruction of historic structuresand
landmarks of the state,” which includes those
properties listed as part of any district recog-
nized on the National Register of Historic
Places.

Faber said the town’s local historical soci-
ety, possibly in partnership with the Connecti-
cut Trust for Historic Preservation, could bring
the case to the Historic Preservation Council.
From there, Noel would be invited to appear
before the council to answer a series of ques-
tions about why hefeelsthereisno“ prudent or
feasible alternative to demolition,” she said.

The Historic Preservation Council would
then refer the matter to the attorney general for
a possible injunction if deemed appropriate,
according to Faber.

But Todd Levine, historian for the State His-
toric Preservation Office, said thisweek because
the house has been gutted there are questions
of integrity.

He said members of the Colchester Histori-
cal Society brought their concerns to the state
last year, but “backed off” once they thought
the house was going to be moved.

He said he believes moving the house now
is “off the table” because of its deteriorating
condition.

Levinesaid hethinksNoel was*“trying to do
the best thing” by taking the steps he has since
the home's purchase, with the end goal being
to “clear thelot.”

Brad Schide, who serves as circuit rider for
the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation,
told the Rivereast last week Noel is “inviting
things to happen to the structure.”

“1 didn’t pick up walking through there that
hehad alot of interest in stabilizing the house,”
Schide said last week.

He cited the removed windows, which now
sit inside the house along with the extracted
plaster.

“It’shard to understand what was going on,”
he said.

Schide said while*“really any entity can have
standing tofileaninjunction,” the attorney gen-
eral does not take on every job and that there
must be a“ prudent and feasible alternative’ to
demolition.

Options for the home include selling it to
someone who is able to rehabilitate the home
or move it to anew location, Schide said.

“The attorney general would jump in and
take on this project if there was a seller and a
buyer,” he said.

Schide said he was surprised by the level of
deconstruction that has been doneto the house
so far without theissuance of ademolition per-
mit, adding that Colchester hasa“liberal view”
of what qualifies as demolition.

Faber told the Rivereast it’s her understand-
ing that dismantling the house is considered a
demoalition subject to CEPA laws.

“It d'so amost aways results in de-listing
from the National Register,” she said.

Owner ship Questions

After “exhausting the options,” Noel said he
signed an agreement with Bill Willard in Feb-
ruary 2018 that outlined a plan to disassemble
the house.

Noel said the contract statesthat Willard will
own the pieces of the dismantled house.

Because the house has not been completely
dismantled, Noel saidthereisa“gray area’ and
added, “I’'m not 100% sureif | own it or if he
ownsit.”

Noel said he was not sure when the disman-
tling would be completed.

As far as plans for the parcel, Noel said at
this point in time there are no definite plans.

“1 don’t have animmediate need for that cor-
ner,” Noel said. He added that once the house
is gone, he projects the property will be uti-
lized for residential and commercial develop-
ment while keeping in mind the “viability of
downtown Colchester.”



Turnout Down, But Hebron Voter s Pass Budgets

by Sloan Brewster

While the town's 2019-20 $35.65 million
budget and $702,029 Capital Improvement
Program budget passed at Tuesday’s referen-
dum, officialswere dismayed by the low voter
turnout.

Intotal, 1,011 of the approximate 7,000 reg-
istered voterstook atrip to the pollsto cast their
votes. At last year’s budget referendum, 1,170
voters cast ballots.

The question on whether the town budget
should be approved received 734 ‘ yes' votesand
274 'no’ votes. The Capital Improvement Pro-
gram budget passed with asimilar 746-261 tally.

Hebron voters al so approved the passage of
RHAM'’s $29.63 operation budget, by a 655-
353 vote. They also voted 676-332 in favor of
RHAM'’s $516,976 Capital Improvement Pro-
gram budget.

The town’s overall budget represents a
$149,076 or .42% decrease over the current
year. The $9.02 million town government ex-
penditures side of the package represents a
$110,290 or 1.24% increase over the current
year's spending. Also included in the package
is$11.34 million for the Hebron Board of Edu-
cation and Hebron’s $13. 93 million portion of
RHAM'’s operations budget as well as $1.28
million for RHAM’s debt.

With the budget passed, the mill rate is an-
ticipated to be 37.05 mills, Finance Director
Elaine Griffin said. For ahomewith an assessed
value of $210,510, that would represent a sav-
ings of $92, she said.

However, according to Board of FinanceVice
Chairman Malcolm Leichter Jr., the mill rate
may changeif thetown getsadditional revenues
from the state. He said the Board of Finance

will hold off on setting the mill rate until the
state budget is approved — but added that, per
town charter, the board must set the mill rate
by June 15.

Thereferendum al so featured three* advisory
guestions,” which allowed votersto offer addi-
tional input. For the town budget, 476 said it
was too high and 280 said it was too low. For
the Hebron Board Of Education budget, 428
said ‘too high’ and 348 said ‘too low,’ and, for
the RHAM Board of Education budget,
490 said it wastoo high and 326 said it wastoo
low.

Schools Superintendent Timothy Van Tasel
said he was pleased with the outcome of the
referendum and thankful the boardshad worked
together toward the budget.

After the polls closed, Town Clerk Carla
Pomprowicz, who was among officials wait-
ing for final numbers on and around the stage
inthegym at Hebron Elementary School, com-
mented about the low turnout, which at that
point was still an estimate. The others chimed
in, using words including pitiful and pathetic.

“To only get one-seventh [of registered vot-
ers] ispathetic,” Board of Selectman chairman
Dan Larson said. “ Sadly, apathy is rampant.”

Larson’s mood improved when the voting
results camein and he learned the budgets had
passed; he credited the approval with “sound
fiscal management on all levels of town.”

“We try to be very frugal, but with frugali-
ties | aways get nervous that we haven't cut
the numberstoo much,” he said.

Larson also pointed out that now the town
must wait for the state to passits budget, which
he called “a challenge.” Municipal leaders of-

ten decry the fact that the state does not set its
budget until after the towns have aready ap-
proved theirs, asit means the towns often have
to guess at how much they will receivein state
revenues.

“That always creates a level of anxiety,”
Larson said.

Town Manager Andrew Tierney said he was
relieved the budget passed.

“We were unsure of the outcome,” he said.
“Historically inthe past we normally get about
500 to 600 ‘no’ votes but because this budget
wasan actual mill decrease, | think alot of vot-
ersjust figured it wasfineand didn’t come out.”

Tierney had actually told the Rivereast last
week he was worried people wouldn’t turn out
to vote, because they had been quiet during the
budget season.

Between about noon and 1 p.m. Tuesday, a
slow stream of voters made their way to the
polls. Those who agreed to speak to the
Rivereast had avariety of opinionson the bud-
gets.

Michael Ferrero said he voted ‘yes for the
town budget but ‘no’ for RHAM's, and that one
of his concerns was that the RHAM budget
continues to go up while enrollment is going
down.

RHAM’s total budget reflects a 4.12% in-
crease over the current year yet, according to
Superintendent of Schools PatriciaLaw, enroll-
ment is projected to decrease over the next five
yearsand by 2023-24, she anticipates 408 fewer
students at the two schools. For the next school
year, Law expects a decrease of about 62 stu-
dents — 40 at the middle school and 22 at the
high schoal.

Jen Russell, aformer teacher, voted ‘yes' to
the town and RHAM budgets and said she
trusted the boards of education and finance to
make good budgetary decisions for the town
and schools.

Some voters spoke about the three advisory
questions, saying they felt the questions pro-
vided good feedback to the town — especially
when peoplevote against abudget because they
thought it was too low since, voters said, offi-
ciastend to assume ‘no’ votes mean the bud-
get istoo high.

Ferrero also talked about the high cost of liv-
ing in the state.

“A lot of people are moving out of the state
because it's becoming difficult to raise afam-
ily or accumulate wealth,” he said.

This year’s town spending package also in-
cluded anew $71,039 lineitem, to cover teacher
retirement obligations — a response to a pro-
posal by Gov. Ned Lamont to shift 25% the
cost of retirements from the state to munici-
palities.

Malcolm Leichter Jr., vice chairman of the
Board of Finance, had a brief discussion with
hisfellow officials on the possibility of town’s
being given the onus to pay a portion of the
retirements and stated that as long there's a
gradual shift from the state to towns, he agrees
towns should have to contribute.

Leichter said he too was pleased with the
results of the referendum.

“1 think it's great that it passed,” he said. “I
think that we've had a decrease in ‘no’ votes
over the past several years and | think we can
credit that to the honesty of the numbers and
the openness of the discussion.”

$56.39M Budget Headsto Public Hearing in Colchester

by Allison Lazur

Last week, the Board of Finance unani-
mously approved sending a$56.39 million pro-
posed 2019-20 budget to apublic hearing after
alengthy meeting that involved cutsto both the
town and school spending packages.

The total budget saw a $1.02 million, or
1.84%, increase over current year spending and
includesfunding for anew paramedic program,
school technology and curriculum.

The current proposal would result in amill
rate of 32.84 mills, up .56 mills from the cur-
rent mill rate of 32.28, an increase of 1.73%.

Onemill isequivalent to $1 intax per $1,000
of assessed property, meaning a32.84 mill rate
would result in aresident paying about $8,210
in taxes on a home assessed at $250,000, an
increase of $140.

The town budget totals $15.15 million, an
increase of $333,676 — but it is down 2.25%
fromthe Board of Selectmen’sinitial proposal,
which featured a $731,340 increase.

Theinitial increasewaspartialy drivenby a
new paramedic program selectmen approvedin
February. The initial presentation of the town
budget included approximately $268,000 for the
program, which would begin to provide Ad-
vanced Life Support (ALS) servicestoresidents
by a projected date of Jan. 1, 2020.

The proposed program would cut down on
theresponsetime from outside paramedics cur-
rently coming from Middlesex Health Marlbor-
ough Medical Center or aNorwich-based com-
mercial ambulance company.

ALS includes lifesaving measures only a
paramedic can provide, such as starting an 1V,
equipment to monitor heart health, or the abil-
ity to handle a diabetic emergency.

The program is projected to cost approxi-
mately $350,000 for thefirst year and $450,000
for the second year.

However, the hefty cost of the program was

discussed by finance board memberslast month
and concernswere expressed over whether vot-
ers would approve a program that contributed
to the town’s initial proposed increase of
$731,340.

As a result, Fire Chief Walt Cox recom-
mended an aternative funding proposal to se-
lectmen that was discussed at two specia Board
of Selectmen meetingslast week —oneof which
wasdirectly before the Board of Finance meet-
ing on May 1.

The proposal — referred to by selectmen as
“Plan B” —included deferring the magjority of
the program’s cost to the 2020-21 fiscal year
and included $30,985 in the proposed 2019-20
budget.

Theprojected datefor initial paramedic pro-
gram rollout would be April 2020 instead of
October 2019 under Plan B, with full imple-
mentation of theinitial phase projected for Janu-
ary-July 2021.

The reductions associated with Plan B to-
taled $200,495 with an additional $37,221 sav-
ingsthrough funding aportion of the program’s
equipment needs through the equipment reserve
fund.

Other options discussed by selectmen in-
cluded removing the paramedic program en-
tirely or leaving the proposal in the budget as
initially presented.

Selectman Rosemary Coylesaid she believed
including some funding in the current budget
alowed for the department to continue apply-
ing for grants while not risking aloss of funds
from any grants already applied for.

The fire department currently brings in an
average of $514,453.40 in yearly revenue. In
the program’s initial February presentation, it
was estimated that if the department had been
providing AL Sservices, an additional $185,300
in revenue would have occurred based off 2017

figures.

Selectmen unanimously voted to include
Plan B in the budget brought to the Board of
Finance, which then approved Plan B at its
meeting directly following the selectmen’s
meeting on May 1.

The Board of Finance made afurther reduc-
tion to the fire department budget by $16,822
due to a recent decision by the department to
change billing companies.

Reductionsto thetown’s proposed spending
plan totaled $397,664 and a so included remov-
ing the funds of one grounds maintenance per-
son —asavings of $44,403.

Shilosky had initially requested funding for
two additional ground maintenance positions
for increased tree removal and general grounds
upkeep.

School Budget Reduced

The Board of Finance mulled over the pro-
posed education budget, questioning Superin-
tendent of Schools Jeffrey Burt over his pro-
posal. The discussions ultimately resulted in a
unanimous reduction of $328,000 from the
district’s spending plan.

The proposed school budget totals $41.24
million, an increase of $687,778, or 1.70%.

The finance board achieved the cut by find-
ing $28,000 in insurance savings, tasking the
school board with identifying $100,000in spe-
cific reductions, and using $200,000 of the
town’sfund balance designated for school capi-
tal.

Board of Finance Chairman Rob Tarlov said
in an email this week that $200,000 “was the
approximate amount resulting from Board of
Education unexpended fundsin the 2017-2018
budget year.”

The finance board suggested the fund bal-
ance could help offset the introduction of a

“one-to-one” technology program in the high
school.

The one-to-one program provides adedicated
laptop for each student to use during the school
day. It has already been implemented at the
middle school and will be maintained through
the proposed funding increase.

The proposed education budget aso includes
arequest for $130,000 for the implementation
of new curriculum. Burt told the board thisis
“aneeded area”

“We've had zeroes in that line item for two
years because the curriculaweren’t ready,” he
said. “Our staff hasdonean incrediblejob pre-
senting and creating new curricula to be ap-
proved by the board and these fundsare central
to implement those new curricula”

Board of Finance Andreas Bishikos ques-
tioned how the school would determinewhether
the new curriculum is successful — and also
wondered if the current curriculum is“ not sat-
isfactory enough, not rigorous enough?”’

Burt said most districts go through a five-
year “curriculum revision cycle.” Asfor deter-
mining the new curriculum’s success, he said
it would be measured viaacombination of in-
ternal assessment, anecdotal observations and
input from teachers, and state assessments.

Board of Finance member Mike Egan stated
he believed the measurement of acurriculum’s
successfallsto the Board of Education, not the
finance board.

* k% %

Residents will have an opportunity to voice
opinions on the budget at a public hearing on
Tuesday, May 14, at 7 p.m., at Town Hall. From
there, the Board of Finance will vote on the
budgetsMay 15; the spending packageswould
then go to town meeting May 29 and to refer-
endum June 11.



Portland Officials L ook to Address Excavation Complaints

by Elizabeth Regan

Officials are grappling with how to address
complaints about alack of oversight for some
large-scale excavationsin town.

Land use staff members are currently final-
izing draft revisionstolocal zoning regulations
that they plan to submit to the Planning and
Zoning Commission in the coming months,
according to land use administrator Ashley
Majorowski.

Current regulations call for a special permit
to remove earth material from asite. But alist
of 10 exemptions has alowed the excavation
of significant amounts of sand and gravel with-
out strict regulatory safeguards, leading offi-
cials to explore ways to clarify the language
and more tightly control the process.

Shortcomingsinthe current regulations came
to light several years ago when local business-
man Ben Srb secured zoning approval for a
single-family house on the corner of Sage Hol-
low Road and Cornwall Street without a spe-
cia permit. The project required the removal
of alarge but unspecified amount of sand and
gravel from the site.

Srb contended thetown’s earth removal regu-
lations don’t apply to his property because he
is simply making room to build a house — not
running acommercial excavation operation.

By 2017, complaints were mounting about
the amount of earth material being removed
from the site, the length of the project and its
proximity to residential neighborhoods.

The project is ongoing, five years after the
permit for asingle-family house was approved.
Current zoning enforcement officer Dan
Bourret in February approved a two-year ex-
tension with no objection from the Planning and
Zoning Commission.

The draft changes to the zoning regulations
would add more definitions, introduce two sepa-
rate specia permit categoriesfor earthremoval,
and specify the amount of excavation or filling
that triggers a special permit.

Objectionsto the draft revisionswereraised
at an April Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting by Srb, who now serves on the Board
of Selectmen, and local project engineer Frank

Magnotta. They cited concerns about vague and
subjective terminology as well as provisions
that Srb said contradict state statute.

Magnottatold the commission he hasto read
through regulationsin many different townsin
order to produce engineering designs for vari-
ousclients.

“When alot of terminology that'sused isvery
general and sometimes vague, it's impossible
to know what they have to do to comply,” he
said.

Srb questioned the legality of draft revisions
that would require a specia permit for any
single- or two-family project requiring more
than 20,000 cubic yard of excavation. He said
building a single-family house is the right of
any property owner in aresidential zone.

“Theirony iswhat | did at the Four Corners
would still be allowed under state statute re-
gardless of what you're doing here, if that was
theintent,” Srb said. “I’m not trying to stir any
pot. It'sasingle-family lot; anybody that owns
it hasthelegal right to put asingle-family home
onit”

It isunclear where—whether in state statute
or case law —it is specified that towns cannot
place special permit restrictions on uses typi-
cally permitted by right. Srb did not respond to
multiple calls and emailsfor clarification.

Town attorney Kari Olson did not respond
by press time to arequest for comment.

Majorowski, theland use administrator, said
this week she will be conferring at the end of
May with Olson, town engineer Geoff
Jacobson, zoning enforcement officer Dan
Bourret and planning consultant Terri-Ann
Hahn to address outstanding questions, includ-
ing those raised by Magnottaand Srb. She said
that's the earliest time all the parties will be
available for aconference call.

Planning and Zoning Commission Chairman
Bruce Tyler said this week it has “taken too
long” to revamp the regulations.

“1’m going to get more obnoxious about this
till we get it resolved,” he said.

Describing Srb's Sage Hollow approval and
extension as a “done deal,” Tyler said the

broader issue of how to effectively safeguard
the excavation process in town must be ad-
dressed through regul ation changes.

Srb’szoning permit was authorized by then-
zoning enforcement officer Bob Spencer in
2014 despite the official’s doubts that Srb in-
tended to put ahouse on the property. Spencer
said in a land use department email that ap-
proving the site plan would allow Srb to exca-
vate the property for five years “without the
proper safeguardsin place.”

Faced with advice from the town attorney
combined with state and local guidelines that
gave him little leeway in denying residential
site plans, Spencer approved the zoning permit
with the condition any excavation “bein con-
cert with the spirit of” the town’s regulations
on earth removal —acondition that Olson | ater
told the Rivereast would be difficult to uphold
in court.

The issue was revisited last year when Srb
emerged as the developer of a commercial
project on Route 66 near the Ledges that in-
volves alarge-scale excavation.

The approval for the 1600 Portland Cobalt
Rd. project said an estimated 200,000 cubic
yards of earth removal would be required to
make room for 8,200 square feet of commer-
cial construction.

The site plan was approved by the Planning
and Zoning Commission in August despite a
memo from Hahn, the planning consultant, and
alegal opinion from Olson, the town attorney,
saying it should be subject to a specia permit.

Therevisions now being drafted by the land
use department include a new special permit
for “large earthwork activities associated with
asite plan application and approval.” That'sthe
special permit Srb was talking about at last
month’s Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting, and it means someone clearing more
than 20,000 cubic yardsof sand and gravel from
a site in order to put up a house or business
would have to adhere to excavation guidelines
governing issues like grading, processing and
hours of operation.

It also establishes a separate specia permit

for quarry/mining operations.

Under the draft revisions, a special permit
for large earthwork activities would be good
for aslong as the underlying site plan. Exten-
sions would be granted only for “unusual cir-
cumstances.”

State statute gives applicants five years to
execute a site plan and another five years of
extensionsif they need them.

Specia permitsfor quarry operationswould
be good for three yearsand renewablein three-
year increments, based on the draft changes.
Current regulations allow a two-year special
permit for excavation operations, followed by
two-year renewals.

The Planning and Zoning Commission in
2017 submitted and subsequently withdrew a
set of proposed regulation changes after com-
plaints that the language was too restrictive.
There were aso objections from those who
wanted to make sure regulations specifically
addressed the amount of material that could be
excavated before aspecial permit became nec-
essary.

The processof trying again to draft revisions
to the regulations began in July of last year,
according to Majorowski. She said sheworked
with the town engineer and the planning con-
sultant to look at regulationsin other townsand
to comparethoseideasto “what works and what
doesn’t” in Portland’s current regulations.

The document has gonethrough 11 revisions
so far.

Majorowski said scheduling issues around
thewinter holidays contributed to delaysinthe
revision process, combined with other press-
ing issuesin the department.

“We wanted to get it done, but we also
wanted to do it right, and that takestime,” she
said.

She emphasized the importance of excava-
tion regulationsin atown built on quarries.

“Wehavealot of sand and gravel inthistown,
just because we're so close to the river,” she
said. “We have to be careful, because it's very
applicable here”

$35.05M Proposed Budget Headsto Referendum in Portland

by Elizabeth Regan

Portland voters on Monday will have the
opportunity to cast their ballotsfor or against a
$35.05 million spending plan that represents a
2.97% increase over the current budget.

A total of eight taxpayers came out to the
May 6 town meeting to send the budget to ref-
erendum, according to Town Clerk Ryan
Curley.

The proposed general government budget —
including operations, debt and capital — comes
inat $13.65 million. That's$295,189, or 2.21%,
over the current budget.

The education budget comprises $21.39 mil-
lion of thetotal budget. Thefigurerepresentsa
$65,000 reduction from the amount originally
approved by the school board in January. The
cut, requested by First Selectman Susan
Bransfield, brought the education budget from
a 3.78% increase over the current year to a
3.47% increase.

Thetotal budget was approved unanimously
by the Board of Selectmenin April.

The projected mill rate increase based on the
proposed budget would be 0.58 mills, or 1.71%,
over the current mill rate. With a mill rate of
34.39 mills, a taxpayer with a home assessed
at $200,000 would pay $6,878 in the coming
year. That's an increase of $116 over the cur-
rent tax bill.

First Selectman Susan Bransfield said one
of the hallmarks of Portland’s budget planning
process is the cooperation between the Board
of Selectmen and the Board of Education.

“1 visit many, many towns where that’s just
not the case,” she said.

Shenoted the school board last year approved
aflat budget that cut oneteaching position each
in kindergarten, first grade, third grade and
fourth grade. A special education teaching po-
sition, afull-time custodian and a full-time li-
brary assistant position were eliminated through

attrition.

“ So thisyear, we need to make surethat they
have what they need to run our schools,”
Bransfield said.

The school board’s 3.47% increase over the
current year isdriven by special education ex-
penses, according to Superintendent of Schools
Philip O’ Reilly.

State law requires towns to provide special
education services for all qualifying students
who live there, which can result in expensive
outplacement costsif the school district isun-
ableto meet the students’ needsthroughitsown
existing programs.

The proposed school budget adds one spe-
cia education teacher to aninitiative at Valley
View School that gives students with autism
and other developmental disabilities specific
techniques and principles to help them learn,
communicate and interact with peers more ef-
fectively.

O'Reilly throughout the budget season has
emphasized no additional staff members are
being requested in the upcoming budget.

The education spending plan also includes
$75,000 to begin replacing Chromebooks for
studentsin gradesfivethrough 12. The program,
which began in 2016, ensuresthat all students
in those grades have a computer tablet to use
during the school day.

The school rolled out 775 Chromebooks in
2016.

On the general government side of the bud-
get, staffing changes include full-time admin-
istrative assistantsin the Parks and Recreation
Department and at the Waverly Center.
Bransfield said the two departments were each
previoudly filled for 17.5 hours a week by a
shared assistant.

Oversight of the senior center and youth ser-
vices department is shared, according to the

proposed budget.

Bransfield also added five hours to the part-
time land use and economic devel opment co-
ordinator position and approximately five more
hoursfor the zoning enforcement officer.

The proposed $1.02 million capital plan
comesin at anincrease of $294,740, or 40.39%,
over the current year’s budget.

The plan includes $188,500 in technology
upgrades for the school system as part of what
O’ Reilly has described as*huge, huge changes
in technology” in the coming year.

The school board decided to move several
technology purchases from the education
spending plan to the capital budget before vot-
ing to approve the proposal unanimously in
January. The technology needs include
$131,500 for the secondary school Wi-Fi sys-
tem; $35,000 for a new Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math Iab; $10,000 for smart
boards; and $6,500 for projectors.

A request for $41,500 to upgrade a heating,
ventilation and air conditioning system in the
district brings the capital requests for educa-
tion to $230,000.

The town side of the capital improvement
plan includes $88,000 to replace a police
cruiser; $50,000 for communication equi pment
upgradesin thefire department; $40,000 to save
up for the planned 2021 revaluation; $30,000
each for sidewalk and municipal parking park-
ing lot improvements; and $10,000 for work
ontheAir LineTrall.

The largest chunks of the total 2019-20
spending planinclude saaries, at approximately
33% of the total operating budget; employee
fringe benefits, at 22%; and debt service, at
13%.

Bransfield noted a $151,204 decrease in the
$1.91 million debt service line item compared
to the current budget, despite the issuance of a

significant bond package approved by voters
in 2016.

The $10 million bonding project funded the
Route 17 recreation park and infrastructure
improvements to roads, sidewalks and a few
buildings.

She said the decrease is the result of some
previous bonds being paid in full.

Thisyear'srevenuefiguresare seeing aslight
boost from the state due to an increase of ap-
proximately $70,000 in education grants.
Bransfield said the funding formula instituted
by Gov. Ned Lamont to determine each town’s
level of need ismorefavorableto Portland than
calculations used by other governors.

But thereisalso talk in the halls of the state
Capitol about a cost-sharing arrangement,
championed by Gov. Ned Lamont, that would
require municipalitiesto pay aportion of teach-
ers pension costs. Figuresfrom Lamont’splan
show themove could resultin abill of $59,327
for Portland’s share of the expense if the gov-
ernor gets his way.

Teachersin Connecticut do not pay into the
Socia Security system. Instead, they make a
mandatory contribution of 7 percent of their
annual salary into the state retirement fund,
according to the 2018 Connecticut Teachers'
Retirement Handbook.

But the state underfunded the Teachers' Re-
tirement System for decades and is now grap-
pling with how to keep the spiraling costs in
check.

Bransfield has said the potential teacher pen-
sion contribution is not factored into Portland’s
proposed budget.

The budget proposal is available online at
portlandct.org.

The 2019-20 budget referendum will be
Monday, May 13, from 6 am.-8 p.m. at Port-
land Middle School, 93 High St.



East Hampton Library Honored
for Rolein Village Center Success

by Elizabeth Regan

The East Hampton
Public Library has
earned one of the Con-
necticut Library
Association’stop com-
munity service awards
for its role in making
the Village Center amore vibrant place.

Library director Ellen Paul accepted the Ex-
cellence in Public Library Service Award for
towns with fewer than 15,000 residents, along
with awardsfor best new website and best new
logo, at the association’sannual conferencelast
Tuesday.

“I’ve always thought it is not up to a com-
munity to make alibrary great; it's up to ali-
brary to make a community great,” Paul told
the Rivereast this week.

Therecognition capstwo years of work stem-
ming from a series of “community conversa-
tions” about the future of East Hampton. The
series of summer meetings back in 2017 were
initiated by the newly formed library advisory
board and the newly hired director asaway to
bring theresidents’ vision for their community
into focus.

“Wedidn’t ask peoplewhat they wanted from
their library. We asked people what they wanted
for East Hampton,” Paul said.

It turned out residents’ biggest concerns re-
volve around the Village Center, according to
Paul. Participants in the community forums
cited empty storefronts, decaying buildingsand
agenera lack of vitality going back decades.

The library’s solution was a range of initia-
tivesto encourage new businessesinthetown’s
historic center and to bolster existing ones.

A dozen programs brought local business
ownersinto the library to lead programs rang-
ing from a bicycle maintenance workshop to a
daddy-daughter hair styling class.

The library aso joined forces with the vol-
unteer Service Corps of Retired Entrepreneurs
and local experts for workshops to help pro-
mote new business in town. Paul said the
library’s* Simple Stepsto Start Your Own Busi-
ness’ seminar series was taught by locals like
attorney Kenneth Barber, accountant Ted Hintz
and marketing professional Mary Ann Dostaler.

One of theVillage Center success storiesthat
emerged from the entrepreneurship series is
Black Walnut Artisan Bread Company, which
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openeditsdoorslatelast year to early-morning
sellout crowds. Owner Christian Michal owski,
who has been critical of the bureaucratic as-
pects of starting a business in town, had noth-
ing but praise for the library program he de-
scribed as instrumental in getting his business
off the ground.

“It opened alot of doorsfor meand also was
very educational,” he said. “It gave mealot of
insight.”

Paul said the library’s Village Center focus
led to a“ Shop Local” holiday program, which
provided shopperswith araffleticket every time
they made apurchase at one of 12 participating
businesses during the holiday season. The cus-
tomers were invited to bring the tickets to the
library to enter to win abasket of products and
gift cards donated by local merchants.

Therewere 450 ticketstossed into theraffle,
according to Paul.

“Each one of those representsmoney that was
spentintheVillage Center,” shesaid. “That was
money that stayed in East Hampton. It didn’t
go to abig box store or online.”

AirLine Cycles owner Brian Holdt credited
thelibrary with playing asignificant partinthe
recent “rebirth” of the Village Center.

“Qur village has had its ups and downs
through the years, and the last few years have
been a slow climb up out of a pretty serious
slump,” he wrote in aletter of support for the
library’s award nomination.

He credited thelibrary with [uring more and
more people to an area that’s “off the beaten
track.”

“Theholiday foot traffic this season was defi-
nitely much stronger than in past years, and
many customersexcitedly entered the storewith
arms full of shopping bags and a fist full of
raffle tickets. It wasn't quite Wonka's golden
ticket, but it was close,” Holdt wrote.

Two other Connecticut Library Association
awards recognize the library’s efforts over the
past two yearsto rebrand itself in an eramarked
by anew director, aresurrected advisory board
and reinvigorated Friends of the Library sup-
port.

The new website and logo complement the
internal changes that in 2018 led to a 20 per-
cent increase in borrowing compared to the
prior year, according to Paul. The increase is
spurred in large part by the decision to join the
statewide Libraries Online consortium, which

East Hampton M an
Charged with 2017 Rape

by Elizabeth Regan

An East Hampton man has been arrested
on arape chargerelated to anincident reported
almost ayear and ahalf ago, according to po-
lice.

JamesHarris, 20, of 3 Terp Rd., wasarrested
April 26 on awarrant and charged with first-
degree sexual assault and first-degree unlaw-
ful restraint.

Middlesex Health Marlborough Medical
Center reported the alleged sexual assault on
Nov. 17, 2017, according to the arrest war-
rant affidavit.

Thealleged victim told police she had been
hanging out at an East Hampton home from
the previous evening into the morning with
Harris and another friend, the warrant said.
The three were listening to music and drink-
ing Smirnoff vodkaand strawberry margarita
malt beverages until the third friend went to
bed around 2 am., the warrant said.

The woman told police she repeatedly told
Harris “NO” and “STOP” from the point he
started kissing her against her will through-
out the rest of the alleged rape, according to
the warrant. Police said theincident involved
oral and vaginal penetration.

The aleged victim was eventually able to
escape to the bathroom and then to another
room despite attemptsfrom Harristo grab her
arm to get her to stay, she told police in the

warrant.

Forensic evidence analyzed at the state | abo-
ratory found two vaginal and genital swabs
from the victim were consistent with Harris's
DNA, while athird was inconclusive.

Harris that evening provided a video re-
corded interview and awritten statement, the
warrant said. Hetold police he had been drink-
ing “very heavily” and could not remember
anything past 3am.

“l must have blacked out after that point
because the only recollection | had from that
night was what | thought was a dream,” he
said in written statement. He said he texted
the victim to ask “what happened last night”
after he woke up with hisunderwear missing.

“| figured the dream | had was most defi-
nitely real, but | felt okay because | felt there
was acomfort level between [the alleged vic-
tim] and I,” he told police in the affidavit.

The warrant was submitted to Middlesex
Superior Court onApril 1 and signed by Judge
Maureen Keegan on April 11.

Police said Harristurned himself inon April
26 and was arraigned the same morning at
Middletown Superior Court on a $150,000
bond.

He posted bail and was released from cus-
tody, according to the State Judicial Branch
website. His next court date is May 14.

A contingent of East H
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émpton Public Library staff members, volunteers and

supporters descended on the Connecticut Library Association’s Annual Meeting
and awar dsceremony on April 30to celebratethelibrary’sthreerecognitions. From
left are Michael Maniscalco, East Hampton town manager; Michele Kaminski,
children’slibrarian; Mimi Jones, Library Advisory Board member; Tessa Handy,
library assistant; Ellen Paul, library director; M elissaJones, Library Advisory Board
member; VictoriaFielding, Friendsof theLibrary president; Jack Solomon, Library
Advisory Board member; Cyndi Shirshac, Library Advisory board vice chairman;
and Amy Ordonez, Library Advisory Board chair man.

promotesthe sharing of servicesand resources
among more than 35 participating libraries.

Paul said the consortium giveslibrary patrons
accessto 2.6 millionitemsin all the participat-
ing libraries combined, compared to just the
65,000 itemsin the East Hampton library.

VictoriaFielding, amother of three children
under the age of 10 and the president of the
Friendsof the Library, said she used to bemore
inclinedto visit other, larger librarieswith more
offerings before East Hampton joined the state-
wide consortium.

Now, they’re more likely to stay local.

“We're frequently able to get things on re-
serve from other libraries and they're here su-
per fast,” she said. “It’s nice to be able to sup-
port and also spend that timein thelibrary that
your tax dollars are going to.”

Fielding over the past year has worked to
increase membership in the Friends of the Li-
brary organization that she said has been car-
ried for more than adecade by asingular friend:
Alan Hurst.

It's now up to 57 members, according to
Fielding.

TheFriendsgroup focuseson fundraising and
publicity, while the advisory board takes a

broader and more policy-based look at library
operations and its role in town.

Library Advisory Board member Mimi Jones
told the Rivereast she first came to the library
in 1975 as the mother of young children — but
hasn’'t always found it to be the welcoming
placeit turned into when Paul arrived.

“When you come into the library, you feel
so much morewelcomenow,” shesaid. “There's
just so much going on that every week there's
some kind of program, almost every day.”

Paul replaced the former director, Sue
Berescik, who resigned suddenly in late 2016.

The library’s new award-winning logo is a
testament to East Hampton'sunique history and
thelibrary’splaceinit, according to Paul, Field-
ing and Jones. The graphic was created by the
M assachusetts-based Stirling Technol ogiesde-
sign firmwith input from thelibrary’ sadvisory
board.

Paul said the logo combines the town’s bell
and ship making past, while the open pages at
the bottom “does triple duty” as a book, the
bottom of a bell and ripples on theriver.

“Thislogo wouldn’t work anywhere el se but
here,” she said. “You see it and you know this
is East Hampton.”

Hebron Student Brings BB Gun to School

A student who allegedly brought aBB gun
to Hebron Elementary School faces school
sanctions, according to a report by state po-
lice.

Police said the student showed the BB gun
to his friends during recess on April 29. An-
other student told the teacher that was moni-
toring recess, who subsequently took the BB
gun away from the student.

The student’sfather was notified and called
to the school, the report stated.

East Hampton

Police News

4/18: Ann Jewell, 51, of 70 Harris St.,
Glastonbury, was arrested and charged with
sixth-degreelarceny, East Hampton Police said.

4/27: Rodger Goss, 74, of 14 ElImwood Dr.,
was arrested and charged with DUI and failure
todriveright, police said.

5/2: Stephen Robbins, 24, of 303 Lebanon
Ave,, Colchester, wasarrested and charged with
DUI andfailureto obey astop sign, policesaid.
The charges stemmed from a two-car motor
vehicle crash that had occurred July 15, 2018,
at the intersection of Comstock Bridge Road
and Colchester Avenue (Route 16), police said.

Also, from April 22-28, officers responded
to 19 medical calls, four motor vehicle crashes
and 13 alarms, and made 22 traffic stops, po-
licesaid.

The student wasreferred to the Hebron Ju-
venile Review Board and faces school sanc-
tions for possessing the BB gun, police said.
There was no threatening involved and the
matter isstill under investigation, police said.

Superintendent of Schools Timothy Van
Tasel would not elaborate on what any poten-
tial sanctions would be, simply saying he
would comment on the case “due to this be-
ing aconfidential student matter.”

Vehicle Collideswith
Treein Andover

State Police said a collision with a tree
left one man with suspected minor injuries.

At approximately 1:09 am. on May 5, a
Subaru Legacy driven by Andrew Maulucci,
27, of 1696 South St., Coventry, wastravel-
ing northbound on Skinner Hill Road just
before theintersection with Wheeling Road
when the vehicle veered into the right lane,
struck atreeand rolled onto thedriver'sside.

Police said Maulucci was transported to
Windham Hospital by the Coventry Volun-
teer Fire Association and was cited for fail-
ure to maintain lane.




Marlborough Voters Quietly Approve
5.54% Spending Increase

by Allison Lazur

Marlborough voters decided Tuesday night
to send the proposed 2019-20 budget to vic-
tory by voting ‘yes' on the $25.99 million
spending package.

A 264-167 vote wastheresult of aquiet bud-
get season with no cuts to the town or school
budgets by the Board of Finance after the board
agreed their initial proposalswereaready lean.

Only about 10% of the town’s 4,242 regis-
tered voters came out to cast a vote Tuesday,
down from last year's 13%.

Board of Education Chairman Ruth Kelly
expressed her dismay Wednesday with thelow
participation.

“1 was a little disappointed with the num-
bers. | washoping that more peoplewould take
advantage and vote, but we are certainly glad
that those who came out did,” Kelly said.

The budget includes town, local Board of
Education and Marlborough’s portion of
RHAM operational and capital expenses —an
increase of 5.54%, or $1.36 million, over cur-
rent year spending.

The local school operating budget totaled
$7.41 million—a1.59%, or $115,882, increase

over current year spending. Town operations
camein at $5.04 million, an increase of 3.13%
or $153,103.

A $1.46 million capital improvement plan
included funds for both the town and
Marlborough Elementary School.

Although thefinance board did not make any
cuts to the budget proposal, members did de-
cide to use $375,000 of the undesignated fund
balance to offset the mill rate.

Thefinance board on Wednesday set the mill
rate at 37.25 mills. That's an increase of 0.73
mills, or 2.01%, over the current mill rate.

Without using a portion of the fund balance,
the town would have been looking at a 3.77%
increase to the tax rate.

Onemill isequivalent to $1 intax per $1,000
of assessed property, meaning a37.25 mill rate
would result in aresident paying about $9,132
in taxes on a home assessed at $250,000, an
increase of about $182.

While acting Board of Finance Chairman
Susan Leser said she is pleased the budget
passed, the success doesn’t come without fu-

turefiscal concern.

Leser said in an email to the Rivereast
Wednesday sheisworried about rising costs at
RHAM and MES in the face of declining en-
rollment.

“1 want to remind residentsthat the Board of
Finance was able to lower the actual tax in-
creasethisyear, but will most likely not be able
to do so next year,” Leser said.

A total of 420 students are projected for the
2019-20 year for Marlborough Elementary,
down from the current enrollment of 449 stu-
dents.

The referendum results revealed a number
of voters agreed with Leser.

An exit poll question asking if the local
school operations budget is too high revealed
200 votersthought ‘ yes while 216 thought ‘no.

A total of 182 voters thought the town op-
erations budget wastoo high, while 221 voters
thought ‘no.’

Despite 200 voters believing thelocal school
budget istoo high, Kelly said the Board of Edu-
cation didn’t hear these concernsfrom residents

during the budget season.

“The board had put out to the public there
was an email address they could email [with
budget comments]. There was no one who
emailed — not even one person,” Kelly said.

Shesaid shewas*thrilled” the budget passed
after a season of “very little controversy.”

Marlborough’s contribution to the RHAM
operations budget totals $9.88 million, an in-
crease of 5.78%, or $539,543, over the current
year. The $172,308 capital budget is up by
120.5%, or $94,164.

With an approved budget, First Selectman
Amy Traversashared not only her satisfaction,
but also sadness over the budget season.

Board of Finance Chairman Douglas
Knowlton passed away suddenly on April 1,
leaving the remaining finance board members
to see the budget season through.

“l1 miss my chairman; | miss my friend,”
Traversasaid. “ Susanwill certainly fill hislead-
ership spot, but it's been a sad season and I'm
glad to see that it's been successfully com-
pleted.”

RHAM Budget Passeson First Try

by Sloan Brewster

Tuesday, in three separate referendums, vot-
ers in each town that comprises the RHAM
school district approved its $29.63 operations
budget and $516,976 capital budget.

The district’s operations budget passed in
Hebron with 655 ‘yes votesto 353 ‘no’ votes.
Andover officiastallied 138 ‘yes votesand 96
‘no’ votesand, in Marlborough, there were 242
‘yes’ votesand 189 ‘no’ votes.

The capital improvement budget passed in
Hebron by avote of 676-332, in Andover by a
vote of 139-92, and in Marlborough by avote
of 256-174.

The budget will be spread between the three
towns in the district. Hebron's levy will be
$14.95 million, Marlborough’s will be $9.88
million and Andover’swill be $4.47 million.

School s Superintendent PetriciaLaw said she
was “thrilled” with the passage of the budgets.

“The board worked, really hard to develop a
budget that representsthe needs of the district,”
shesaid.

The budget includes innovative technology
for students, Law said. For example, classrooms
will get updated white boardsfor shared learn-

Colchester Police News

4/29: State Police said Nicholas Smith, 22,
of 304 South Burnham Hwy., Lisbon, was ar-
rested and charged with DUI and improper
turns.

4/30: State Police said Michael P. Cordova,
40, of 27 Sunset Blvd., wasarrested and charged
with operating an unregistered motor vehicle,
improper use of marker/license/registration,
improper rear/marker lamps, use of drug para-
phernalia and possession of controlled sub-
stance of less than one-half ounce of cannabis.

5/2: Colchester Policesaid ElizabethA. Siler,
25, of 15 Stanavage Rd., Apt.2, was arrested
and charged with risk of injury to child and dis-
orderly conduct.

Vehicle Stolen
in Colchester

State Police are asking for the public
help’sin locating a stolen vehicle.

At approximately 4:46 am. on April 29,
state police responded to a Reservoir Road
residence for report of a stolen two-door,
white Audi RS5 with tinted windows.

Anyonewithinformation isasked to con-
tact Troop K at 860-465-5400.

ing opportunities.

Law was also pleased that votersfinally re-
sponded to repeated appeals to fund capital
needsto “ make surethe building will beaqual-
ity building.”

“1 amincredibly appreciative that the board
was able to recognize the needs and create a
plan that the communities were able to under-
stand,” she said.

The day after the budget passed, Law and
her staff started to contact vendors and firm up
contractsto get work started on July 1, shesaid.
Some of the projects may be completed by the
start of the next school year, but major projects,
including fixing problems with the media cen-
ter heating, ventilation and air conditioning unit,
may take longer asrequestsfor proposals must
beissued and they must go to bid

Throughout this budget season and last year
as well, Law entreated voters to approve the
repairs to the unit, often augmenting her point
with complaintsthat “the mediacenter smells.”

Replacing the unit will cost $325,100 and
an additional $85,000 will be spent to replace

Two-Vehicle Collision
in Hebron

State police said arear-end collision was
caused by a person who evaded the scene.

At approximately 4:13 p.m. on May 2, a
Toyota Prius, driven by Katherine A.
Swenson, 59, of 14 Stonecroft Dr. Apt. C3,
was stopped in traffic on Route 66 prior to
the intersection with Route 85, waiting to
make aleft turn on Route 85.

Swenson was subsequently rear-ended by
an unknown vehicle that evaded the scene,
police said. A description was not able to
be obtained.

Swenson was transported by Hebron
EMS to Middlesex Health Marlborough
Medical Center with possible injuries.

Stolen iPhone
in Colchester

State Police are looking for a man who
stole aniPhone on May 1.

At approximately 12:36 p.m., a man de-
scribed as Hispanic, in his 20s, approxi-
mately 5 feet 9 inches, thin build and wear-
ing a dark-colored hoodie, white shoes and
baggy blue jeans walked into the AT& T
Authorized Retailer located at 95 Linwood
Avenue and stole an iPhone XR.

He was seen driving away in an older
model 4-door silver Sedan, police said.

Thisis currently an active investigation.

the carpet. To makethefix more palatable, Law
last month tweaked her budget request, taking
$269,494 out of surplus to partialy fund the
media center work and leaving the balance in
the capital request.

The capital list also includes a $132,000 air
conditioning unit for the basement weight room
and two classrooms, which Law —al so through-
out the past two budget seasons — has repeat-
edly implored votersto fund, describing hot and
humid conditions students and athletes must
deal with during the summer.

Another important component of the budget
Law pointed to when expressing her satisfac-
tionisfunding for heightened safety and secu-
rity measures, including locking the doors of
the schools between 3:30 p.m. and 11 p.m.,
when athletic teams and outside organizations
usethe building and adding an alert system for
the louder areas of the building.

Law has said the new monitor will admit
people during scheduled events and will run
$28,618 at the high school and $2,560 at the
middle school.

Between about noon and 1 p.m. Tuesday, a
dow stream of voters made their way to the
pollsin Hebron.

Jen Russell, aformer teacher, voted ‘yes on
thetown and school budgetsand said shetrusted
the boards of education and finance to make
good budgetary decisions for the town and
schools.

Michael Ferrero said that while he voted to
approve the town'’s budget, he cast ‘no’ votes
for RHAM'’s budgets and said among his con-
cerns was that the RHAM budget continues to
go up while enrollment is going down.

RHAM'’s total budget reflects a 4.12% in-
crease over the current year —yet, according to
Law, enrollment is projected to decrease over
the upcoming five years. For the next school
year, Law expects a decrease of about 62 stu-
dents, 40 at the middle school and 22 at the
high school. She anticipates 408 fewer students
by 2023-2024.

“1 don’t have kidsand our taxesare very high
in Hebron and those kinds of things concern
me,” Ferrero said.



by Sloan Brewster

The town’s new first selectman is Jeff
Maguire....maybe.

Maguire, a Democrat, topped Republican
Adrian Mandeville in a squeaker of avote on
Election Day Monday. Maguire won 264-249,
al15-vote margin that automatically triggered a
recount, which Town Clerk Carol Leesaid will
take place next Monday.

Maguire said whatever way the recount goes,
he will work for the town and do the best job
he can.

“No matter what happens | will end up serv-
ing on the Board of Selectmen, it will be my
honor,” he said.

As per town charter, since Maguire and
Mandeville each collected more votes than the
lowest vote-getter of the Board of Selectmen
candidates, they will each be on the board re-
gardless of how the recount goes.

Maguire, who called the recount “a demo-
cratic process,” said he will be happy to serve
with Mandeville whichever of themendsupin
the number-one seat — and said that on most
issues they are on the same page.

“1"m very thankful for the people that voted
for me,” he said.

To those that did not vote for him, Maguire
promises heis“still going to work ashard as|
can for the people of thistown.”

Mandeville said he's looking forward to the
new-look Board of Selectmen. Aside from
Maguire, none of the board’s current members
sought re-election; Maguire and Mandeville
will bejoined by Democrats Eric Anderson and
Scott Person, and Republican Jeffrey Murray.
The new board memberswill begin their terms
inJuly.

“1 think we have a good board and we're all
kind of looking to dive in and to getting some
things done,” Mandeville said. “I’'m looking

forward. There'salot of things that need to be
addressed.”

Mandeville said the members of the board
would be putting together a to-do list for the
town.

Mandeville elaborated on some of theitems
he feels need to be addressed.

He said finding a place for seniors is first
and foremost on hismind. Healso said hewould
support a plan championed by his new fellow
board member Anderson to create a walking
corridor on Route 316. Mandevillealso said that
he'd like to see a paving schedule created for
local roads.

But, Mandeville stressed, determining what
issues need to be addressed should “be a con-
versation that the whole board has”

If the recount confirms Maguire asthe win-
ner, Mandeville said “he’ll do agood job.”

As for current First Selectman Robert
Burbank, he'll now get ready to say goodbye
to the board after serving on it for the past 13
years.

With worries about board meetingsand sign-
ing municipa documents soon to be athing of
the past, Burbank said Monday he plansto take
some time to “relax and recuperate.”

“| love the town of Andover; I've lived here
for over 50 years, I've been involved with mul-
tiple boards,” he said. “For that reason, | will
miss [the Board of Selectmen]. | mean, | al-
ways want to do what's best for the town of
Andover.”

However, Burbank said that for the past
couple of years, his fellow members of the
Board of Selectmen have been difficult to work
with.

In November 2016, Burbank was stripped of
most of his responsibilities as first selectman
when voters, at areferendum, agreed to change

Correctionsto Election
Previews in Andover

Several incorrect names were included in
the story in last week’s Rivereast previewing
the Andover municipal elections (“It's Time
to Vote in Andover,” page 19).

The names were taken from the January
story about the endorsed Republican and
Democratic candidates. However, several of
the candidates had changed since the January
endorsements, and, due to an oversight, the
story didn't reflect the names that were cur-
rently on the ballot.

The correct candidates were: Board of Fi-
nance: Democrats: Marc Jason Brinker,
Louise H. Goodwin, Dennis Scott Williams;
Republicans: Curtis Dowling, Diane P.
Choquette, Linda Fish.

Board of Assessment Appeals. This was
erroneously listed asacontested race. Inreal -
ity, the candidates were Democrat Linda L.
Armstrong and Republicans Penny Auer and
Georgette M. Conrad.

Zoning Board of Appeals: Democrats:
Dennis Scott Williams, CatherineA. Magaldi-

Lewis; Republicans: William Desrosiers,
Kathleen D. Skorka.

Alsoin last week’s Rivereast, a story pro-
filing the Board of Education candidates
(“Three Newbiesto Join School Board,” page
18) had incorrect party affiliations listed for
three candidates. Daniel James Foran is a
Democrat, and Steven D. Fuss and Amy L.
Knox are Republicans.

Lastly, the letters to the editor last week
broke with Rivereast policy by including two
negative letters to the editor, which were at-
tacking other candidates. Regular Rivereast
readers know the paper customarily does not
publish attack | ettersthe week before an elec-
tion, asthat does not give candidates time to
defend themselves. Due to an editorial over-
sight, the two letters were published.

“These were very embarrassing mistakes,
and | feel they are highly uncharacteristic of
the Rivereast,” editor Mike Thompson said.
“1 deeply apologize to all of the candidates
that were affected by them.”

MaguireWins First Selectman,
But Recount Looms in Andover

the town charter and hire a professional town
administrator to take over those duties.

In June 2017, Joseph Higgins was hired for
the position. Since then, the board “has been
extremely difficult and not a pleasure to work
with,” Burbank said.

Burbank said selectmen should do more of
their own homework and not show up at meet-
ings and request “nitpicky” information from
the town administrator.

“They should begoingin[to Town Hall] and
getting information,” he said. “Don’t come to
meetingsand say ‘Wewant this, wewant that."”

He said the town has not been run that way
in the past.

Burbank also accused “certain members” of
the board of not working for the benefit of the
town, and instead serving their own interests,
adding, “And that frustrates me.”

“You should do what the majority of thetown
wants,” he said.

Asan example, Burbank mentioned the $40
feefor stickersto go usethetown dump, which
the board enacted last year. Last month, the
board agreed to continue the charge for a sec-
ond year. Burbank was opposed and said the
board should give votersthe chanceto consider
the fees, instead of making the decision them-
selves.

“Thisshould beup to thetaxpayers,” hereit-
erated in the phone call.

* k *

The Board of Finance results also triggered
a recount, Lee said. In that race, three of the
candidateswere within one or two votes of each
other.

Democrat DennisWilliamstook in 285 votes,
Democrat Louise Goodwin received 284 and
Republican Diane Choquette got 283. Of the

other three candidates, Republican Linda Fish
won 346, Republican Curtis Dowling received
318 and Democrat Marc Brinker tallied 244
votes.

Of the six who ran for the board, four will be
seated, so the initial numbers give the win to
Williams, Goodwin, Fish and Dowling.

All four of the Board of Education candidates
who ran will be seated. Of the four current
members whose terms were up, only Demo-
crat Shannon Louden, the current chairman,
sought re-election. She will be joined by new-
comers Democrat Daniel Foran and Republi-
cans Steven Fuss and Amy Knox.

Thetermsfor current board members Gerard
Creme, LisaHewett and CynthiaMurray don’t
expire until 2021.

Of the three candidates that ran for the
RHAM Board of Education, Democrat
Stephanie Bancroft and Republican David
Gostanian will be seated. Democrat Edmund
Smith lost the election.

Also winning election Tuesday were: for
Planning and Zoning Commission, Democrats
Eric Anderson and Scott Person, and Republi-
can W. Jed Larson; for Planning and Zoning
Commission Alternate, Democrat Anne
Peterson Creme and Republican George Knox;
for Zoning Board of Appeals, Democrat Den-
nis Williams and Republicans William
Desrosiers and Kathleen Skorka; for Zoning
Board of AppealsAlternate, Democrat Gerard
Creme; for Board of Assessment Appeals,
Democrat Linda Armstrong and Republicans
Penny Auer and Georgette Conrad; for Board
of Fire Commissioners, Democrat Mark Will-
iams and Republicans Wallace Barton Jr. and
CurtisDowling; and for Town Clerk, Carol Lee,
who is unaffiliated.



Obituaries

Marlborough
John Charles Duchon

John Charles Duchon,
75, of Marlborough, be-
loved husband of Mari-
lyn (Meyer) Duchon,
died Tuesday, April 30,
at Middlesex Hospital.
Born May 24, 1943, in
Shamokin, Pa., he was
the son of the late John
and Loise (Lantz)
Duchon.

John had worked as a
physical  education
teacher for the Hartford
School System until hisretirement in 2007. John
was an active member of the Bethlehem Lutheran
Church in East Hampton and was active in the
Marlborough Youth Athletic League for many
years.

Besides his wife, John is survived by his son,
Scott Duchon (Heather) of Marlborough; four
daughters, Jennifer D’ Alessandro (Ron) of
Florida, Kerrie Totten (Shane) of Washington,
Nicole Swercewski (Robert) of Beacon Falls,
Michelle Duchon of Danbury; a son-in-law, Josh
Parmalee of Marlborough; a brother, David
Duchon and his wife Jennifer Comer of Mary-
land; nine grandchildren, Zack, Martin, Nathan,
Kae, John, Kayla, Dylan, J.J., and Jacob.

He was predeceased by his sister, Jackie.

Friends called at Spencer Funeral Home, 112
Main St., East Hampton, Tuesday, May 7. A me-
morial service was held Wednesday, May 8, in
the Bethlehem Lutheran Church in East Hamp-
ton.

In lieu of flowers memoria donations may be
made to ALGSA in honor of John's grandson
warrior Dylan Totten, who suffers from Alagille
Syndrome. To make adonation, go to alagille.org
or send to Alagille Syndrome Alliance, PO. Box
22, Collierville, TN 38027.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Hebron
Christine Andrulitis

Christine Markwell

Andrulitis, 56, of
Hebron, beloved wife of
David Andrulitis, passed
away unexpectedly in
his arms at home
Wednesday, May 1. She
was recovering from a
recent surgery. Born
Feb. 5, 1963, in Hart-
ford, Christinenow joins
her father, Leon Keith
Markwell, in eternal
peace.
A wonderful and caring person, Christine
touched everyone's lives. She leaves behind her
husband, David, of 24 years; their daughter,
Abigail Rose Andrulitis, who she loved im-
mensely and was so proud of; her mother, Carole
Markwell “Nonni”; her two sisters, Lynne
Markwell and Kim Markwell; her nephew, Daniel
Markwell; her aunt, Mary Lothrop; her uncle, Ron
Kwiatkowski; her aunt, Judy Davies; and cous-
ins. She also leaves close family friends, John
Hurley and Raluca Opris. Christine also leaves
behind some very specia friends that were dear
toher life: Shelley Neubauer and her family; Tracy
and Jeff Standish, along with their son Sammy,
who was her “little cutie patootie”; Suffield High
School friends, including the“ Soul Sisters’; Kelly
Cunningham and Molly Cunningham (her “sec-
ond daughter”); aswell as Pat, Dave and Lauren
Morency.

Christine loved the family dogs, Kona and
Darla, and enjoyed walking them every day while
meeting many people in the neighborhood along
the way. She loved animals, especially Ilamas,
vacationing in St. Maarten, the Denver Broncos,
gardening, and participating in the annual bat
colony monitoring count of the bat houses at
home.

Christine had been working at Big Y in
Marlborough since their opening in January and
was looking forward to going back to work with
her fellow co-workersin the Bakery Department.
Shewasalso very involved in volunteer work with
the Friends of the Douglas Library in Hebron,
the Suffield Auxiliary of the Village, the Suffield
Community Aid, and several other local organi-
zations.

Funeral services were held last week.
Nicholson & Carmon Funeral Home had care of
arrangements.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be madeto: Friends of Douglas Library, 22 Main
St., Hebron, CT 06248 or Suffield Auxiliary of
The Village, 116 Mountain Rd., Suffield CT
06078.

To leave an online message of condolence for
her family, visit carmonfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Patricia D. Brown

Patricia D. Brown,
84, of Colchester,
passed away Monday,
May 6, in Colchester.
She was born in Mid-
dletown on Nov. 17,
1934, a daughter of the
late Walter and Ruth
(Dudek) Dawson.

Pat grew up in Col-
chester and graduated
from Bacon Academy
with the Class of 1952. She married her high
school sweetheart, Frederick Brown, on Oct. 16,
1954. The coupleraised their family in Colchester
and became an intricate part of the community
there. She was amember of the Colchester Bible
Baptist Church.

Pat had a varied career, working as a reporter
for the Norwich Bulletin, selling insurance for
Gerhardt Insurance, and she also drove a school
bus. Fondly known as the Clock Lady, she had a
creative, artistic talent for sign lettering, clock
design and painting. Most importantly, Pat will
be remembered by her family as a devoted and
loving wife, mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother.

She will be sadly missed but always remem-
bered with love by her husband Fred of 64 years;
children and their spouses, Robert and wife
Donna, Jonathan and wife Heidi, Kevin and wife
Christina, al of Colchester, Karen and husband
Thomas Hutchins of Salem, Deborah and hus-
band David Hockman of Hanover, Pa.; a daugh-
ter-in-law, Heidi Brown of Colchester; two sis-
ters, Judith Wozniak of Willimantic, Sharon and
husband Gary Baack of Arizona; a sister-in-law,
Geraldine Dawson of Colchester; 10 grandchil-
dren; nine great-grandchildren and numerous ex-
tended family and friends.

In addition to her parents, she was predeceased
by a son, Jeff Brown and a brother, Michael
Dawson.

A memoria servicewill beheld Saturday, June
8, at the Colchester Bible Baptist Church, 38
Chestnut Hill Rd., Colchester, beginning at 12:30
p.m. with visitation, followed by amemorial ser-
viceat 1 p.m.

Donationsin her memory may be made to the
Colchester Bible Baptist Church, or to the
Colchester Hayward Volunteer Fire Dept., 54 Old
Hartford Rd., Colchester, CT 06415.

The Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of
Colchester has been entrusted with care of ar-
rangements. For online condolences, visit
auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Colchester
Kimberly M. Pelletier

Kimberly M. Pel- g
letier, 56, of Colchester, £
passed away suddenly
Sunday, May 5, at
Middlesex Hospital.
Born in Middletown

the daughter of the late &
Phillip and Mary
(Reisinger) Merritt. iy

Kimberly married
her beloved husband
Michael Pelletier Oct.
30, 1981. The couple
lived in Manchester for a time where she volun-
teered as a Brownie Girl Scout leader for her
daughters when they were young. The family
moved to Colchester in 1995. She was a member
of the Westchester Congregational Church.

Kimberly had a long and successful career of
nearly 30 yearswith the USPS. Most recently she
was serving asclerk in the Storrs Post Office. She
was a devoted wife and mother and an adoring
grandmother. She will be remembered most
fondly asawoman who wasfilled with love, never
hesitating to reach out with a helping hand to
anyone in need.

She will be remembered with love by her hus-
band of 37 years, Michael; her children, Heather
and her husband Michael Festaof Colchester, Erin
Pelletier of Taftville; four grandchildren, Michael,
Kaelyn, Anthony, Alenah; three siblings, Tyler and
wife Ann Merritt of Wethersfield, Jayson Merritt
of Middletown, Colin and wife Katrina Merritt
of Cleveland, Ohio; and numerous extended fam-
ily and friends.

A memorial service and celebration of her life
will be held at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral
Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, today,
May 10, from 5-7 p.m., with a funeral home ser-
vice at 6:30 p.m.

Donationsin her memory may be made to the
American Heart Association at heart.org.

For online condolences, visit aurora
mccarthyfuneralhome.com.

Marlborough
Theodore J. May Jr.

Theodore “Ted” J.
May Jr. of
Marlborough, beloved
husband and best friend
of Dolores M.
(Vincenzo) May of
Marlborough, passed
away peacefully Tues-
day, April 30, after a
battlewithALS. Hewas
bornin New Britain and
grew up in Newington.
He was the son of
Theodore May Sr., and
the late Jean (Jones) May of Newington. He was
honorably discharged from the U.S. Army as a
medic with the 9th Infantry in Vietnam, and then
stationed at Valley Forge General Hospital upon
his return.

Ted was aresident of Marlborough most of his
lifeand was activein the community, serving: The
Marlborough Youth Athletic League, American
Legion Post 0197, as a charter member of VFW
Post 1344, various boards and commissions as
well as 12 yearsasatown selectman. Hewas also
a member of the Polish American Club, a life-
time member of the Disabled American Veterans
and a leader in the state’s Democratic Party.

Ted had adistinguished 40-year career in bank-
ing as a vice president of Connecticut Bank &
Trust and Fleet Bank; as well as a senior VP of
Citizens Bank, TD Bank and Farmington Bank.
He was aso an active member of: The Govern-
ment Finance Officers of CT, Connecticut Con-
ference of Municipalitiesand the Council of Small
Towns.

Ted is aso survived by his sons — Theodore
John (T.J.) May I11 of Reno, Nev., hiswife Brooke
and their children Cooper, Wylder, Rawlins,
Ebbett and Jones; and Jason John May of Hope
Valley, R.1., his wife Jenifer Strimaitis and their
children Violette, Lucie, Albert and Bruce;
Theodosia Logue of St. Louis, Mo., and her
daughter Madeleine Brown. He also leaves be-
hind hisin-laws: ChristineVincenzo Walz and her
husband Dan of Amston, Peter Vincenzo and
Stephen Vincenzo of East Hartford; siblings,
Linda Johnson and hushand Gary of Dunedin,
Fla.,, Thomas May of Newington, Richard May
and wife Kim of Coventry and Laura Santomenno
and husband Dan of New Port Richey, Fla; as
well as dozens of nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles,
cousins, in-laws and friends.

Ted was an amazing husband, father, grandfa-
ther and friend. He will be forever missed. Thank
you to everyone who supported Ted and our fam-
ily through thisdifficult time and horrible disease.

Servicesfor Ted will be Saturday, June 15, at 9
am., at the Connecticut State Veterans Cemetery
in Middletown, followed by a memorial Mass at
St. Sebastian Church in Middletown. There will
be a celebration of life at Ted and Dee's home
following the Mass.

Donations may be madein Ted'snameto: Roy
Pettengill Volunteer Ambulance, PO. Box 308,
Marlborough, CT 06447; Marlborough Volunteer
Fire Dept. PO. Box 237, Marlborough, CT 06447;
or ALS Association CT Chapter, 4 Oxford Rd.
Unit E4, Milford, CT 06460 or alsct.org.

Newington Memorial Funeral Home, 20 Bonair
Ave., Newington, isassisting thefamily. To share
a memory with his family, visit newington
memorial.com.

Portland
Joseph P. Janowski

Joseph P. Janowski, 51, of Portland, son of Jo-
seph C. Janowski and the late Jan Janowski,
passed away Tuesday, April 30, in New York City.
He was born May 6, 1967, in Middletown.

He leaves a son, Ryan Janowski of New York;
asister, Lori Janowski of New York; dogs Brody
and Cody; and many aunts, uncles, cousins and
friends.

He was manager of JJ Portland News for six
years and a member of the Local 611 Laborers
Union for over 10 years. Joe, as he was called by
many, was known for hisgregarious character and
his ability to make people laugh. He was an avid
Red Sox, Dallas Cowboys and UConn Huskies
fan, aloyal friend and supportive father. He was
especially proud of hisson and best friend, Ryan.
Joe will be sorely missed by al who knew him.

Relatives and friends called at the Portland
Memorial Funeral Home, 231 Main St., Portland,
Thursday, May 9. A memorial Mass will be held
today, May 10, at 10 am., in St. Mary Church,
Portland. Burial will be at alater date.

East Hampton

Kathleen Ellen Hansen

Kathleen Ellen (Minori) Hansen, 70, of East
Hampton, beloved wife of Carl Hansen, died
Monday, May 6, at Middlesex Hospital. Born
June 5, 1948, in New York City, she had lived in
East Hampton for many years. Kathleen had
worked as a hospital 1.V. technician until her re-
tirement.

Besides her husband Carl, she is survived by
her two daughters, Amy Hansen of Unionville,
Jillellen Veazey and husband Chris of South Caro-
lina; her three grandchildren, Allison, R.J.,
Ashley; and great-grandson, Dawson.

Friendsmay call at the Spencer Funeral Home,
112 Main St., East Hampton, today, May 10, from
5-7 p.m. A funeral liturgy will be celebrated Sat-
urday, May 11, at 2 p.m., in St. Patrick Church,
47 West High St., East Hampton, with burial to
follow in Union Hill Cemetery in Middle
Haddam.

To leave online condolences, visit spencer
funeralhomeinc.com.

Hebron

David Wilson

On Saturday, April 6, David Wilson of Hebron
passed away peacefully at home. Dave was the
son of Edward and Eleanor of Manchester. David
was born and raised in Manchester and lived for
most of hislife in Hebron.

Davidissurvived by brothersAlan and Donald
Wilson; niece Samanthaand nephew Daniel Wil-
son; and many friends.

Daviswas amachinetool repairman at Design
Resource & Services, Inc., in Middletown. David
enjoyed four-wheeling, saltwater fishing and
NASCAR.

Thefamily will hold acelebration of hislifeat
Three Js Café, 124 Boston Tpke., Bolton, on
Saturday, May 18, from 2-6 p.m.

East Hampton

John William Bliss

John William Bliss, 87, of East Hampton,
formerly of West Hartford and Tariffville, died
peacefully at homewith hisfamily Sunday, May
5. Born June 21, 1931, in Hartford, he wasthe
son of the late William and Ethel (Bowron)
Bliss.

John proudly served his country in the U.S.
Air Force, cherishing histime stationed in Ger-
many. John attended Hillyer College and Uni-
versity of Connecticut, working as a chemist
for the State of Connecticut until hisretirement
in 1986. He was a member of the Hartford
Saengerbund and the Hartford Gun Club, and a
collector of al things.

John is survived by his loving daughter,
Victoria DeVeau and her husband Douglas of
East Hampton, and histhree bel oved grandchil-
dren, Iris, Elise and Devin.

Hewas predeceased by histwo sisters, Ruth
Bliss and VirginiaWilliamson.

A graveside servicewith military honorswill
be held Monday, May 13, at 2 p.m., inthe Con-
necticut State Veterans Cemetery on Bow Lane
in Middletown. A funera service will follow
at 6 p.m. at Hope Church in East Hampton.

John's family extends eternal gratitude to
Alisa, Cathy and Ruth for their compassion,
patience, and humor — without them John
could not have remained with hisfamily.

To leave online condolences, visit

spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.



From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

by Mike Thompson

Some very interesting data released last
week by the state Department of Public
Health (DPH) shows that, when it comes to
vaccinating their kids, some Rivereast towns
are alittle lacking.

The state news website CT News Junkie
last week reported that DPH, at the behest of
the website as well as some state legislators,
released data from the 2017-18 school year
that showed immunization levels of kids at
the state’s public and parochial elementary
and middle schools. According to CT News
Junkie, some 116 public schools reported
immunization rates for measles, mumps and
rubella(MMR) that were below 95% last year.

That percentage is important because, as
CT News Junkie reported, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has deter-
mined herd immunity to be 95%. Herd im-
munity is described asavaccination rate high
enough to protect unvaccinated children.

Andwhilethe seventh grades at the middle
schools in Colchester, East Hampton, Port-
land and the RHAM school district all ex-
ceeded that 95% threshold, it's a different
story for areakindergarteners.

In Colchester, 92.9% of kindergarteners
were reported immunized against MMR for
the 2017-18 year. In East Hampton, the num-
ber was better but, at 94.3%, just below the
herd immunity level. Hebron saw an identi-
cal 94.3% rate.

However, Portland, at 95.5%, saw its
kindergarteners exceed the herd immunity
threshold, and Marlborough scored a perfect
100%. (Because there were fewer than 30
kindergartenersreporting resultsin Andover,
that school wasn’t counted in the DPH list.)

While the immunity rates were certainly
better than alot of other towns in the state —
some elementary schools in Hartford, East
Hartford, Stamford and Bridgeport, for ex-
ample, didn’t even hit 80%—it would be nice
if al Rivereast townswere at or above 95%.
Heck, it would beniceif al townsin the state
were.

For, as CT News Junkie reported, there have
been | egitimate meas es outbreaksin five dif-
ferent states. Measlesisaserious, potentially
fatal disease — and there’s no reason for it to
be making a comeback.

Yes, we've all heard rumors of vaccines
causing autism — but that’s al that they are:
rumors. Study after study — done both in the
U.S. and abroad, by reputable agencies like
the CDC — has determined this. And yet,
thanks to the internet and celebrity anti-
vaxxers like Jenny McCarthy, the myth con-
tinues to have an insidious amount of life.

Vaccines don't cause autism. That's been
proven; it's afact. And yet by not immuniz-
ing your children, you're putting them, and
other children, at very real risk for diseases
like the measles that were thought to be long
since wiped out. What's next in the world of
disease comebacks? Polio?Actualy, that may
not be so far-fetched; the DPH study showed
that, alot of thetime, parentswho hadn’t vac-
cinated their kindergarteners against MMR
hadn’t gotten them the polio vaccine yet ei-
ther.

In many of the cases where students had
not been vaccinated, DPH listed religious ex-
emption as the primary reason why. For ex-
ample, in Colchester, 5.8% of studentshad a
religious exemption excusing them from their
vaccine, while just 1.3% had a medical ex-
emption.

That led meto wonder: how many religions
are there that are against vaccinations? The

answer is: not very many. According to
historyofvaccines.org, aresource put forth by
The College of Physiciansof Philadelphia, of
the major religions practiced in the United
States, only two — the Church of Christ, Sci-
entist (not to be confused with Scientology)
and the Dutch Reformed Church—openly dis-
courage vaccination.

Thewebsitedid report that in Thailand and
Indonesia, someMuslinreligiousleadershave
come out against vaccines since, the leaders
say, vaccines contain pork-derived products.
(InIslam, consuming pork isforbidden.) But
thesitealsosaid, “Islamin the United States,
for the most part, has not opposed vaccina-
tion under the principle of necessity, mean-
ing that vaccines are necessary for health, so
they cannot be prohibited by religious law.”

CT News Junkie said currently preschool -
or school-aged children can present a state-
ment saying they are not immunized because
it would be contrary to the religious beliefs
of the child or his/her parents or guardians.

But state lawmakers are making some seri-
ous noise about doing away with thereligious
exemption —and while I’ m certainly not op-
posed to anyone expressing their religion, in
this case it's amatter of public health.

Attorney General William Tong issued a
written opinion Monday stating that “ There
iS no serious or reasonable dispute as to the
state’sbroad authority to require and regulate
immunizations for children: the law is clear
that the State of Connecticut may create,
eliminate or suspend the religious exemption
... in accordance with its well-settled power
to protect public health and safety.”

Tong's written opinion was in response to
arequest by House Mgjority L eader Matthew
Ritter, who was wondering about the consti-
tutionality of removing the religious exemp-
tion for required immunizations. CT News
Junkie reported Monday that Ritter said he
plans to talk with the House Speaker, the
House Minority L eader and the Senate Presi-
dent “ about whether there's an appetiteto get
rid of the religious exemption thisyear.”

Last month, agroup of 44 lawmakers— 41
Republicans and three Democrats — publicly
expressed their opposition to doing away with
the religious exemption. In a letter to Tong,
the group — which included Rivereast state
Reps. Irene Haines (R-34) and Robin Green
(R-55) —wrote that they felt eliminating the
exemption would violate not just the First and
Fourteenth Amendments of the U.S. Consti-
tution, but various provisions of the state con-
stitution and state statutes as well.

It'sworth noting that the letter was sent to
Tong beforethe DPH datawasrel eased, which
showed an alarming number of schools not
reaching the CDC'sherd immunity threshold.
Hopefully that data has changed some of the
lawmakers’ minds.

Because, frankly, it should. | have serious
doubts as to whether all of the “religious ex-
emptions’ truly haveto dowith religion—how
many members of the Dutch Reformed
Church are there in Connecticut anyway? —
and instead are due to parents buying into the
anti-vaxxers. But even giving them the ben-
efit of the doubt, sometimes the well-being
of the majority has to prevail. The potential
reemergence of thought-vanquished diseases
isapublic healthissue. It needsto be treated
as such.

Please, parents: vaccinate your children.
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See you next week.



